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Apportionments 
set  record  in  '98 

By  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

Apportionment  payments  reached  an 
all-time  high  in  1998  with  contributions 
topping  $6.2  million.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  achieved  94.25  percent  of  its 
$6.5  million  goal,  said  Dr.  Carl  Rhoads, 
director  of  Administrative  Services. 

The  $6,205,936  in  payments  repre¬ 
sents  the  greatest  dollar  amount  ever  col¬ 
lected  for  apportionments  in  the  history 
of  the  conference,  Rhoads  said.  The 
amount  is  $62,000  higher  than  1997  pay¬ 
ments.  Eighty  percent,  or  450  churches, 
paid  100  percent  of  their  apportionment 
askings  in  1998. 

“What  a  great  blessing  these  funds 
will  bring  in  Jesus’  name  to  persons  and 
ministries  that  are  helping  so  many  peo¬ 
ple  cope  with  the  suffering  and  hunger 
that  often  are  their  daily  fare.  Thanks  be 
to  God  for  the  generosity  of  Louisiana 
United  Methodists,”  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon  said. 

Louisiana  United  Methodists  also  set  a 
record  for  what  is  often  referred  to  as 
“second-mile”  giving,  with  contributions 
of  $1,129,279  to  Conference  and  General 
Advance  Specials  and  special  general 
church  offerings,  Rhoads  said. 

That  figure  is  up  $287,000  over  1997 
contributions,  an  increase  of  34  percent. 

“The  reason  that  total  is  so  large  this 
year  is  probably  because  we’ve  had  a 
great  many  natural  disasters  around  the 
world  that  our  church  has  responded 
to — flooding,  storms,  and  hurricanes. 
Also,  folks  have  given  above  and  beyond 
the  call  of  duty  to  help  us  alleviate  the 
indebtedness  on  our  Conference  Center,” 
Rhoads  said. 

Apportionment  funds  are  applied  to 
20  items  in  the  conference  budget  which 
fund  mission  and  ministry  in  Louisiana 
and  beyond,  Rhoads  said.  “That’s  what 
sends  missionaries  around  the  world  and 
supports  hospitals  and  educational  insti¬ 
tutions  like  Centenary  and  Dillard  that 
bear  the  name  of  United  Methodism.” 


General  Conference  delegate  elections  approach 

Lay  delegates  apply  here! 
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About  the  elections 

In  June,  members  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  will  elect  delegates 
to  the  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  2000.  Voting  will  be  by 
“orders”  with  lay  members  electing  lay 
delegates  and  clergy  members  electing 
clergy  delegates.  Five  lay  delegates  and 
five  clergy  delegates  will  be  elected  to 
General  Conference  (May  1-12)  from  this 
conference.  An  additional  five  lay  dele¬ 
gates  and  five  clergy  will  be  elected  to 
the  Jurisdictional  Conference  (July  12-15) 

The  first  ballot  becomes  a  “nominat¬ 
ing”  ballot.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  iden¬ 
tification  of  prospective  delegates,  lay 
persons  wishing  to  be  considered  for 
election  should  complete  a  form  (sam¬ 
ple,  right)  and  mail  by  March  1.  There 
are  no  “nominating  speeches,  so  com¬ 
pletion  of  this  form  is  a  helpful  tool.  Dr. 
Anita  Crump,  conference  lay  leader,  has 
asked  that  the  responses  be  collated  and 
distributed  to  each  lay  member  of  the 
Annual  Conference. 

No  pre-nominations  will  be  made  for 
clergy  delegates,  and  all  clergy  in  full 
connection  are  eligible  for  election.  In 
1999  for  the  first  time,  both  deacons  in 
full  connection  and  elders  in  full  con¬ 
nection  will  be  eligible  for  election. 

Those  persons  who  serve  as  delegates 
shape  the  policy  and  leadership  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  quadrennium  and  give  impetus  for 
ministry  and  mission  in  the  new  century. 


by  Dr.  Anita  Crump 
Conference  Lay  Leader 

Isn’t  it  wonderful  that  the  General 
Conference  2000  will  be  held  at  the 
beginning  of  the  new  millenium  offering 
United  Methodists  the  opportunity  to 
address  the  future  of  the  church? 

This  supreme  governing  and  lawmak¬ 
ing  body  will  include  laity  and  clergy  del¬ 
egates  elected  by  their  1999  Annual 
Conferences. 

General  Conference  meets  for  two 
weeks  and  the  lay/clergy  delegates  are 
placed  on  legislative  committees  that 


work  on  petitions  and  other  revisions  for 
the  Book  of  Discipline  and  the  Social 
Principles.  This  demands  tremendous 
mental  and  physical  energy,  but  you  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  act  on  legislation 
which  will  have  lasting  effects  on  our  . 
denomination. 

Persons  interested  in  becoming  dele¬ 
gates  must  have  time  to  attend  the  whole 
of  General  Conference  (May  1-12).  It 
involves  two  weeks  of  grueling  days  and 
late  nights  reading  and  understanding 
the  voluminous  legislative  issues  present¬ 
ed  and  discerning  the  will  of  God  in 

Please  see  Lay  delegate,  page  2. 


Louisiana  Conference 
Lay  Delegate  information  Form 


Name _ 

Local  Church  Membership 
Home  address 


Street  City/State  Zip 

I  have  been  a  member  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least  two  years 
and  have  been  active  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least  four  years  as 
of  June  1999-  YES _  NO _ 

Please  express  why  you  wish  to  serve  as  a  delegate  to  General  Conference 
(May  1-12,  2000  in  Cleveland,  Ohio)  or  Jurisdictional  Conference  (July  12-15, 
2000  in  Albequerque,  N.M.) 


Church  leadership:  (Local  church  responsibilities,  present  and  past) 

District  offices  held:  Conference  offices  held: 

Others: 

Occupation/work: 

Community  involvement:: 

I  am  willing  and  able  to  commit  the  time  necessary  to  participate  in  General 
and/or  Jurisdictional  Conference,  including  preparation  time  as  well  as  atten¬ 
dance  at  Conference. 


Please  be  concise. 


Sign  here 

Mail  by  MARCH  1,  1999  to: 

Dr.  Rena  Yocom,  Director,  Gospel  Communications 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
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Being  and  Doing 

Making  a  Miracle 
Happen 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon 

On  the  opening  night  of  Annual 
Conference  1999,  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  are  committed  to  receive  a 
Miracle  Night  Offering  of  $200,000  or 
more! 

The  Bishops  Appeal:  Hope  for  the 
Children  and  Youth  of  Africa  has  a  goal 
of  $12  million  dollars.  It  is  well  within  the 
reach  of  Louisiana  United  Methodists  to 
exceed  our  conference  goal. 

These  second-mile  special  gifts  from 
United  Methodists  around  the  world  will 
go  to  rebuild  lives  and  United  Methodist 
institutions  that  have  been  decimated  by 
war,  violence,  anarchy  and  genocide. 

Our  United  Methodist  sisters  and 
brothers  in  Africa 
have  been  victim¬ 
ized  by  “unnatural 
disasters”  in  ways 
that  rival  earth¬ 
quakes,  floods,  hur¬ 
ricanes  and  torna¬ 
does.  United 

Methodist  hospitals 
and  institutions  that 
minister  to  children 
have  been  looted, 
burned,  and  even 
confiscated  to  serve 
for  periods  of  time 
as  “war  facilities.” 

Millions  of  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  left 
homeless  and 
orphaned,  had  their 
bodies  cruelly 
maimed  by  land 
mines,  gun  violence 
and  rape,  and  have 
suffered  beyond 
description  the  dev¬ 
astating  effects  of 
hunger  and  malnu¬ 
trition. 

Many  United  Methodist  churches  and 
ministry  settings  have  been  damaged, 
with  some  being  totally  destroyed. 

We  must  join  together  in  generous 
fashion  to  help  rebuild  our  churches, 
hospitals,  construct  new  centers  to  care 
for  untold  numbers  of  suffering  children, 
and  undergird  our  churches’  witness  in 
Africa  with  substantive  help,  both  prayer¬ 
fully  and  financially. 

The  funds  from  the  Bishops  Appeal 
will  be  administered  by  the  Africa  Annual 
Conferences’  bishops  and  leaders  with 
the  assistance  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  FOR  EVERY 
CONGREGATION  TO  BEGIN  OR 
ACCELERATE  ITS  INITIATIVE  FOR 
THE  MIRACLE  NIGHT  OFFERING! 


Five  dollars  for  each  average  worship 
attendance  is  the  amount  that  will  be 
needed  for  us  to  reach  the  $200,000  goal. 
For  instance,  if  a  congregation  is  report¬ 
ing  an  average  worship  attendance  of 
100  persons,  its  goal  would  be  $500  for 
the  Miracle  Night  Offering. 

Children,  youth  and  adults  are  all 
being  asked  to  do  their  part.  Some  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  have  decided  to  con¬ 
tribute  the  cost  of  one  soft  drink  ($.50) 
for  ten  (10)  weeks.  Others  are  setting 
aside  $.25  for  20  weeks.  Some  persons 
are  using  the  six  (6)  weeks  of  Lent~$l 
per  week— to  over-subscribe  their  goal. 
Some  youth  groups  are  having  “video¬ 
less  and  pizza-less” 
parties  with  each 
person  paying  $5 
and  using  the  party 
to  share  fellow¬ 
ship,  discuss  the 
critical  needs  of 
suffering  children 
and  youth  and 
even  going  with¬ 
out  food  as  a  way 
to  understand  bet¬ 
ter  that  many 
youth  go  constant¬ 
ly  without  food. 

I  am  convinced 
that  $5  per  person 
is  not  only  easily 
within  our  ability, 
it  is  almost  embar¬ 
rassingly  modest. 
Most  of  our  folk 
will  far  exceed  this 
amount.  It  may 
well  be  that  our 
Miracle  Night 
Offering  will  sur¬ 
pass  $300,000. 

Of  course,  the 
real  miracle  will  not  be  the  amount  of  the 
offering,  but  the  help  that  it  provides  for 
hungry,  suffering  children  and  youth  and 
the  hope  that  it  makes  visible  for  the 
ministry  of  our  United  Methodists  in 
Africa. 

Let  every  congregation  be  urgent  and 
intentional  in  gathering  funds.  Let  us  all 
have  in  the  forefront  of  our  thinking,  not 
how  we  are  going  to  meet  this  amount, 
but  how  far  we  are  going  to  exceed  the 
goal.  When  miracles  are  undertaken, 
miracles  happen!  !  ! 


Dan  E.  Solomon 


In  a  photograph  taken  last  summer 
in  Luanda,  Angola,  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Tennis  Shoe  Delivery 
Team,  children  roam  the  street  trying 
to  survive  in  a  city  ravaged  by  poverty. 

Photo  by  Rev.  James  Haynes. 


Teams  to  begin  work  in  Central  America 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Under  the  lead  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
ecumenical  work  teams  will  be  sent  to 
Honduras  and  Nicaragua  beginning  in 
March,  to  assist  recovery  efforts  from 
Hurricane  Mitch. 

“Teams  are  going  to  be  desperately 
needed  for  a  long  period  of  time,”  said 
Nancy  Osgood,  manager  of  volunteer 
services  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  Sager- 
Brown  Center  in  Baldwin,  La. 

At  least  two  United  Methodist  teams 
will  precede  the  others,  working  on  con¬ 
struction  in  the  Central  American  coun¬ 
tries  during  the  last  two  weeks  of 
February,  she  added. 

Teams  are  being  scheduled  as  the 
result  of  a  Jan.  4  meeting  that  included 
representatives  of  the  Commission  for 
Christian  Development  (CCD)  in 
Honduras  and  the  Council  of  Evangelical 
Churches  (CEPAD)  in  Nicaragua,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Robert  Walton,  the  board’s  assis¬ 
tant  general  secretary  for  mission  volun¬ 
teers. 

“Both  of  them  came  in  with  plans  for 


the  next  two  years  in  redevelopment  and 
rebuilding,”  he  said. 

In  Nicaragua,  CEPAD  reported,  the 
hurricane  caused  5,751  deaths;  destroyed 
23,854  houses  and  caused  the  partial 
destruction  of  another  17,566  homes; 
destroyed  340  schools  in  rural  areas  and 
devastated  86,000  acres  of  land. 

With  the  help  of  a  national  coordina¬ 
tor  and  regional  coordinators,  CEPAD 
hopes  to  welcome  220  work  teams  over 
the  next  two  years,  Walton  said. 

At  Sager-Brown,  Osgood  will  work 
with  a  representative  of  Church  World 
Service,  the  relief  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  to  coordinate 
placement  of  both  ecumenical  and 
denominational  teams.  That  office  will 
work  with  the  CCD  and  CEPAD  national 
coordinators  and  provide  training  for  the 
U.S.  teams.  The  training  will  focus  on 
such  issues  as  cultural  sensitivity  and 
team-building. 

Individuals  ^nd  teams  wishing  to  vol¬ 
unteer  for  one-  or  two-week  periods 
should  call  UMCOR  at  (800)  918-3100. 
Volunteers  will  be  responsible  for  travel 
expenses. 


Lay  delegates,  from  front  page 


order  to  vote  on  important  issues. 
Jurisdictional  Conference  (July  12-15) 
looks  at  programming  for  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  elects  and  assigns 
bishops  within  the  SCJ  and  elects  direc¬ 
tors  for  General  (National)  boards  and 
agencies. 

I  am  encouraging  laity  with  these 
Christian  and  spiritual  traits  and  abilities 

You're  invited  to  join 

During  the  month  of  March  four 
Louisiana  Volunteers  In  Mission  teams 
under  the  direction  of  Sam  and  Janie 
Burch  will  carry  out  a  much  needed  ren¬ 
ovation  of  the  Bishop’s  Cottage  at  Mount 
Sequoyah,  the  South  Central 

Jurisdiction’s  beautiful  conference  and 
retreat  facility  in  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Mount  Sequoyah 
just  celebrated  its  75th 
anniversary  as  the  hub 
of  adult  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  retreats  in 
the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction.  The 

Bishop’s  Cottage  is 
one  of  the  many  facili¬ 
ties  located  on  “the 
Mountain”  in  need  of 
updating.  The  cottage 
is  used  by  visiting  bish¬ 
ops  as  well  as  resource  and  retreat  lead¬ 
ers  for  the  various  events  on  the 
Mountain. 

Sam  and  Janie  Burch,  conference  mis¬ 
sion  secretaries,  will  arrive  on  the 
Mountain  on  March  1  and  remain  there 
to  receive  and  direct  the  four  teams 
comprised  of  VIM’ers  from  Louisiana  and 


to  obtain  the  form  from  the  Conference 
Office  by  calling  (888)  239-5286  or  (225) 
346-1646  (sample  form  printed  on  front 
page),  complete  it  and  return  to  the 
Conference  Office  as  indicated.  All  com¬ 
pleted  applications  will  be  compiled  in  a 
booklet  and  distributed. 

Please  participate  in  this  all-important 
process! 

us  at  Mt.  Sequoyah 

across  the  Jurisdiction  who  will  carry  out 
the  renovation.  Spaces  are  still  available 
for  those  who  want  to  make  a  Christian 
difference  through  the  volunteer  work  of 
VIM. 

Work  weeks  are: 

March  1-7  (Team  Leader:  Steve 
Porter), 

March  7-13  (Darrell 
Tate), 

March  14-20 

(Wybra  Price) 

March  21-27  (Nancy 
LeTard). 

Experienced  car¬ 
penters  and  electri¬ 
cians  are  needed  for 
the  project  as  well  as 
novices  and  “go-fers” 
who  want  to  join  the 
effort.  The  cost  is  $32 

per  person. 

Transportation  to  Fayetteville  will  be 
coordinated  with  other  volunteers  and  is 
not  included  in  the  cost.  Meals  and  lodg¬ 
ing  will  be  provided  by  the  Mountain. 

Call  the  Louisiana  VIM  office  at  225- 
346-1646  or  888-239-5386  for  a  brochure 
with  registration  form. 


Sam  and  Janie  Burch 
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MENTION  INGS 


The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will  sponsor  its  seventh  annual 
consultation  on  the  Russia  Initiative  Feb.  25-27  in  Dallas.  Featured  speak¬ 
ers  will  include  James  H.  Billington  from  the  Library  of  Congress,  the  author 
of  several  books  about  Russia;  and  Bishop  Ruediger  Minor  of  the  Moscow 
Area.  More  information  is  available  by  calling  the  Rev.  ■^MARK  YOUR-^ 
R.  Bruce  Weaver  at  (214)  826-3797  or  by  sending  an 
e-mail  to  rbwl01@aol.com. 


The  Independent  Committee  on  Alcohol  and  Drugs  for  United 
Methodists  is  holding  an  essay  contest  for  United  Methodist  youth  to 

share  Christian  witness  on  the  benefits  of  abstinence  from  alcohol  and 
drugs.  Awards  range  from  $125  to  $750. 

The  deadline  for  entries  is  March  8.  For  contest  rules,  contact:  Independent 
Committee  on  Alcohol  &  Drugs  for  United  Methodists,  P.O.  Box  532,  Richardson,  TX 
75083-0532. 


United  Methodist  Churches  holding  loans  from  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund  will  this  month  begin  reaping  the  benefit  of  an  interest  rate 
decrease  approved  last  November  by  the  fund’s  board  of  directors. 

In  an  unusual  move,  the  board  approved  not  just  a  lowering  of  the  interest  rates 
for  new  loans  but  a  decreased  rate  for  outstanding  loans. 

The  Board  has  granted  “forbearance”~a  unilateral  downward  adjustment  in  the 
effective  interest  rate  on  all  outstanding  UMDF  loans  without  changing  the  original 
terms  of  the  loans.  Outstanding  loans  with  an  interest  rate  higher  than  eight  percent 
will  be  reduced  to  eight  percent  effective  January  1,  1999- 

“The  goal  of  UMDF  and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  to  support  mis¬ 
sion.  The  UMDF  board  is  unilaterally  rolling  back  the  costs  of  debt  service  on  exist¬ 
ing  loans  in  the  hope  that  the  churches  will  use  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
saved  on  debt  payment  on  mission  and  ministry  throughout  the  church,”  said 
Executive  Secretary  Dr.  Darrell  Reeck,  who  manages  the  fund  for  the  church. 


During  Lent,  which  begins  on  Ash  Wednesday  (Feb.  17),  The  Society  of  St. 
Andrews  is  offering  a  unique  Lenten  devotions  program  for  the  local  church. 

The  Society,  a  national  hunger  relief  ministry  which  feeds  “the  least  of  these”  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  by  gleaning— salvaging  produce  and  fruit  that  would  otherwise  be 
plowed  under— is  an  Advance  Special  mission  project  of  the  UMC  (No.  801600-0).  The 
program  provides  a  devotional  booklet,  instructions,  and  a  bank  for  each  participant 
in  addition  to  leader  materials.  Contact  them  at  (800)  333-4597  for  details. 


FROM  THE  FOUNDATION 


Bishop's  Society  Banquets  set 
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UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 

“Building  for  ibe  Future ‘ 


The  Fifth  Annual  Bishop’s  Society 
Banquets  will  be  held  in  locations 
around  the  state  in  February  and  March. 
The  banquets  are  hosted  by  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  and  are 
held  to  provide 
information  about 
the  ministry  of  the 
Foundation  and  to 
help  local  church¬ 
es  introduce  indi¬ 
viduals  to  the  con¬ 
cept  of  planned  giving.  The  banquets 
will  also  honor  those  who  have  estab¬ 
lished  permanent  endowments  with  the 
Foundation  during  the  past  year. 

“These  annual  banquets  have  been  a 
great  way  to  introduce  people  to  the 
concept  of  planned  giving  and  to 
encourage  the  building  of  permanent 
endowments,”  said  Foundation  President 
Ray  Caraway. 

“And  since  the  majority  of  planned 
gifts  made  through  the  Foundation  bene¬ 


fit  local  churches,  this  is  an  opportunity 
for  pastors  and  church  leaders  to  call 
attention  to  the  endowment  efforts  at 
their  churches.” 

Plan  now  to  attend  and  bring  a  guest. 
This  year’s  Bishop’s  Society  Banquets  are 
as  follows: 

Monday,  Feb.  22 

Shreveport  Sheraton  Hotel, 

Shreveport 

Reception  6:30  p.m./Dinner  7  p.m. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  23 

Louisiana  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

Reception  6:30  p.m./Dinner  7  p.m. 

Thursday,  Feb.  25 

The  Tchefuncta  Country  Club, 
Mandeville 

Reception  6:30  p.m./Dinner  7p.m. 

Monday,  March  8 

The  Baton  Rouge  Camelot  Club 

Reception  ll:30a.m./Luncheon  12 
noon 

Call  the  Foundation  Office  at  (225) 
346-1535  or  (800)  256-9317  for  cost  and 
registration  information. 


Ministers'  Week  coming  in  July  '99 

Mark  your  calendars  now.  Ministers’  Week  1999  will  be  held  July  26-29  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth.  Guest  speaker  for  the  event  will  be  Dr.  Bill  Mallard,  professor  at  the 
Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Ministers’  Week  is  open  to  all  clergy  and  to  the  lay  leadership  of  local  churches  through¬ 
out  the  Louisiana  Conference.  The  cost  is  $50  before  July  11,  $75  after.  Accommodations 
at  the  Conference  Center  should  be  made  separately  by  calling  018)  449 A  500.  For  more 
information,  contact  Rev.  Flint  E.  Shea  at  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  (225)  383-4777. 


In  Motion  moves  into  high  gear  for  '99 


important  to  reflect  upon 
the  hands  that  will  take 
hold  of  them  and  will  so 
greatly  appreciate  the 
kindness  of  those  who 
cared  to  give. 

Churches  are  asked  to 
provide  a  coordinator  to 
help  plan  and  oversee  the 
collection  of  items  in  their 
church.  If  you  can  help, 
please  call  your  district 
office  for  contacts. 

District  coordinators 
are  seeking  help  for: 

1)  immediate  notifica¬ 
tion  of  local  church  coor¬ 
dinators. 


A  shipment  of  supplies  from  La.  was  distributed 
in  Mississippi  last  year  after  Hurricane  Mitch. 

Photo  by  Josh  Lewis 


Mission 

By  Sarah  Schoeffler 

MIM  Conference  Coordinator 

Mission  In  Motion  has  rung  out  across 
the  Louisiana  Conference  with  the  clarity 
of  a  people  dedicated  to  the  call  of  Christ 
to  care  for  our  brothers  and  sisters  all 
over  the  world.  What  a  mighty  church 
through  which  we  serve  our  God  . 

Approximately  100,000  tons  of  materi¬ 
al  resources  were  collected  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  through  Mission 
In  Motion  in  1998  under  the  leadership 
of  Dave  Freneaux.  In  February,  we  will 
begin  the  trail  through  all  nine  districts  of 
the  conference  again. 

The  first  tri-district  (Baton  Rouge, 
North  Shore,  New  Orleans)  will  be  col¬ 
lecting  flood  bucket  materials.  Because 
of  extensive  devastation  by  floods  and 
hurricanes  last  year,  the  UMCOR  Depot 
in  Baldwin  has  no  buckets  and  is  anx¬ 
iously  awaiting  the  MIM  truck  to  begin 
restocking  their  shelves. 

The  buckets,  which  can  easily  be  dis¬ 
tributed,  help  meet  the  needs  of  people 
who  are  going  home  to  begin  the  heart¬ 
breaking  job  of  sorting  through  lost  trea¬ 
sures  and  repairing  their  lives.  As  we 
purchase  these  items  for  donation,  it  is 


2)  trucking  service  to  move  the  trailer 
throughout  the  district,  to  UMCOR  Sager- 
Brown  Depot  and  on  to  the  next  district. 

3)  finding  churches  available  to  have 
the  truck  located  on  their  parking  lot. 

4)  finding  volunteers  to  help  with 
loading  and  unloading. 

5)  recruiting  teams  to  rally  at  Sager- 
Brown  to  help  pack  buckets  and  experi¬ 
ence  this  UM  facility  located  in  our  con¬ 
ference. 


The  first  tri-district  coordinators  are: 

Baton  Rouge  District:  Joe  Kelly,  First 
UMC,  St.  Francisville  (February) 

North  Shore  District:  Walter 
Parker,  Sr.  First  UMC,  Ponchatoula 
(March) 

New  Orleans  District:  Don 
Shaneville,  Gretna  UMC,  and  Joe 
Burke,  Asbury  UMC,  (April) 

For  more  information,  contact  Sarah 
Schoeffler,  conference  coordinator,  at 
(318)  234-4042. 


Flood  Buckets 

Each  Flood  Bucket  should  include: 

5-gallon  bucket  with  lid 
Bleach,  1/2  gal. 

Scouring  pads,  5 
Scrub  brush,  sturdy 

Cleaning  towels,  18  reusable  (like  Easy-Wipe) 
Sponges,  7  assorted  sizes 
Laundry  detergent,  50  oz. 

Household  cleaner,  12  oz.(  like  Lysol  con¬ 
centrate) 

Disinfectant  dish  soap,  28  oz.  dike  Ultra  Dawn) 
Clothespins,  50 
Clothesline,  100  ft.  x  3/16" 

Dust  masks,  5  packs 
Latex  gloves,  2  pair 
Work  gloves,  1  pair 
Trash  Bags,  45  gal.,  24  bags 
Insect  spray,  14  oz. 

Air  freshener,  9  oz. 

Generic  supplies  may  be  used  in  the 
quantity  specified.  All  liquids  must  be  in 
plastic  bottles.  All  items  must  fit  into  the 
plastic  bucket  and  be  sealed  with  lid. 
Buckets  may  be  packed  or  you  may 
provide  the  necessary  items. 

Contact  church  MIM  coordinators  for 
specific  information  and  instructions. 
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Congress  on  Evangelism  brings  'shot  of 
spiritual  adrenaline'  to  UM  leaders 


Traveling  from 
all  over  the  U.S., 
UM  church  lead¬ 
ers  and  evange¬ 
lists  gathered  in 
New  Orleans  Jan. 
5-8  at  the 
Fairmont  Hotel  to 
get  what  Ruston 
District 
Superintendent 
Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
calls  “a  shot  of 
spiritual  adrena¬ 
line”  and  to  learn 
how  to  carry 
“Ministry  Beyond 
the  Margins.” 

“We  can  learn 


Bob  Nash,  Pineville  UMC,  (1-r)  stops  for 
a  photo  with  Anne  Graham-Lotz,  Rev. 
Donna  Whitehead  (Plano,  Tex.)  and  Ruston 
District  Superintendent  Jimmie  D.  Pyles  at 
the  Congress  on  Evangelism  in  New  Orleans. 

attendees,  Pyles  said. 


leader  in  Christian 
mission  and  evan¬ 
gelism.  Rev. 
Jessica  Moffatt, 
senior  pastor  at 
First  UMC,  Bixby, 
Okla.,  presented 
a  model  for 
increasing  lay 
leadership. 

The  meeting, 
opened  by 

Bishop  Dan 
Solomon  as  host 
bishop,  drew  one 
of  the  highest 
attendances  in 
years  with  952 
pre-registered 


Los  Posados  comes  to 
Greenwood,  La. 


The  tradition  of  re-enacting  Mary  and 
Joseph’s  search  for  shelter  is  very  well 
known  in  Latin  American  countries,  but  it 
had  never  been  acted  out  in  Greenwood, 
La.  On  Dec.  19th  that  all  changed. 

The  Children’s  program  of  Greenwood 

UMC  hosted 
the  first  ever 
Los  Posadas  for 
friends,  family 
and  children  of 
the  communi¬ 
ty. 

Dressed  in 
biblical  cos¬ 
tumes,  chil¬ 
dren  and 

adults  traveled 
the  streets  of 
Greenwood  in 
search  of  “a 
room  at  the  inn”  accompanied  by  a  pony 
which  the  children  took  turns  riding.  At 
pre-arranged  homes  of  church  members, 
the  boys  took  turns  requesting  a  room  at 
the  inn,  but  were  turned  away.  A 
Christmas  carol  was  sung  and  the  group 
moved  on  to  the  next  home. 

The  final  stop  was  the  fellowship  hall 
of  the  church  where  the  children  were 
given  shelter  (and  a  party). 
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from  many  Christians,”  Pyles  said,  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  non-United  Methodist  presen¬ 
ters  at  the  conference.  They  included 
Anne  Graham-Lotz,  daughter  of  evange¬ 
list  Billy  Graham;  George  Barna,  author 
of  several  best  sellers  including  User 
Friendly  Churches-,  Lee  Strobel,  teaching 
pastor  at  Willow  Creek  Community 
Church  in  Barrington,  Ill.  which  routine¬ 
ly  has  16,000  spiritual  seekers  at  its 
weekend  services;  and  George  C.  Hunter, 
nationally  and  internationally  recognized 

Register  now  for 

It’s  time  to  register  for  the  Volunteers 
In  Mission  Celebration  coming  up  Feb. 
28  at  the  Conference  Center.  If  you 
attended  last  year’s  celebration,  you 
already  know  what  a  joyous  occasion 
this  is.  If  not,  join  us  this  year  and  find 
out  for  yourself. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Lutgen,  past  director  of 
UMCOR,  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Dr. 
Lutgen  was  CEO  of  UMCOR  in  1992 
when  the  Depot  was  established  at  the 
Sager-Brown  facility  in  Baldwin.  Bishop 


Pyles  has  served  for  three  consecutive 
years  as  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
representative  for  the  Council  on 
Evangelism  and  was  elected  to  serve 
another  two  years. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the 
Council  on  Evangelism,  an  affiliate  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Please  watch  future  issues  of  the  LUM 
Review  for  articles  focusing  on  the  pre¬ 
senters’  messages. 

VIM  Celebration 

Dan  Solomon  will  conduct  a  special 
“Sending  Forth  Service”  at  the  end  of  the 
evening. 

Prior  to  the  banquet  and  main  session, 
enjoy  exhibits  and  an  international  taste 
fair  from  4  to  5:30  p.m. 

Come  get  your  VIM  spirit  renewed. 
See  you  there. 

Please  register  in  advance  with  the 
form  provided  below. 

Call  the  VIM  office  at  (888)  239-5286 
for  further  information. 


I  VIM  Banquet  1 

Reservation  Form  I 


February  28, 1998  Louisiana  Conference  Center  4-7  p.m. 


Registration  form  and  $17.50  per  person  is  due  February  14, 1999.  All  monies 
must  accompany  this  form  in  order  for  us  to  make  the  necessary  banquet  reser¬ 
vations.  Therefore,  we  will  be  unable  to  accept  any  resen/ations  after  February 
14.  Please  make  all  checks  payable  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference-VIM 
Banquet.  Mail  to  VIM  Office,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802- 


5700. 

Name(s)  . 

Address . 

City . Zip . 

Phone  (  ) . No.  of  persons  attending 


Amount  of  money  enclosed 


Coming  soon-<*  • 

MORGAN  CITY-The  Pharr  Chapel 
UMC,  517  Federal  Avenue,  will  hold  a 
Spiritual  Renewal  Weekend  Feb.  19- 

21,  with  special  guest  Dr.  Steve 
Seamands  from  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary.  The  weekend  will  begin 
Friday  evening  with  a  worship  service  at 
7  o’clock.  Dr.  Seamands  will  lead  a 
morning  seminar  Saturday  from  10  a.m.- 
1  p.m.;  lunch  is  included.  Worship  ser¬ 
vices  will  be  held  Saturday  evening  at  7 
and  Sunday  at  10:30  a.m.  A  nursery  will 
be  provided  for  all  services. 

The  Pharr  Chapel  family  invites  every¬ 
one  to  attend  as  many  services  as  you 
would  like,  and  to  be  a  part  of  this  spe¬ 
cial  time  of  spiritual  renewal.  Call  the 
church  at  (504)  384-7984  for  details. 

►  Feb.  1  is  the  registration 

deadline  for  this  April  session  of  the 
Course  of  Study  School  at  Millsaps 
College  in  Jackson,  Miss.  Courses  will  be 
held  April  9-10  and  23-24,  Friday 
evening  through  Saturday  afternoon 
both  weekends.  Call  Bert  Gary  at  (601) 
353-8178  for  registration  information. 

In  Memoriam 

Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Fane  Peeples,  wife  of  Rev.  William  D. 
Peeples,  pastor,  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport,  on  the  death  of  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Thelma  Bussie,  Dec.  13.  Her 
funeral  was  held  at  Noel  Memorial  UMC 
in  Shreveport.  Memorials  can  be  made 
to  Noel  Memorial. 

Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor, 
Roberts-St.  Luke  UMCs,  Denham 
Springs,  and  conference  director  of 
Special  Ministries,  on  the  death  of  his 
sister,  Ms.  Narissa  Washington 
Campbell,  Dec.  27.  Her  funeral  was 
held  Jan.  2  at  Boynton  UMC  in  Gretna. 

Rev.  Becky  Conner,  pastor,  Jefferson 
UMC,  New  Orleans,  on  the  death  of  her 
father,  Mr.  Paul  Drawdy,  Jr.,  Jan.  11.  His 
funeral  was  held  in  Walterboro,  S.C. 
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Apportionment  dollars  paid  highest  ever 


You  did  it!  1998 

You  did  it,  Louisiana  United  Methodists! 

You  have  given  $6.2  million  in  apportionment  funds- 
the  largest  dollar  amount  ever.  That’s  94.25  percent  of 
your  apportionments,  the  highest  level  since  94.35  percent 


was  given  in  1985.  It’s  also  $62,324  more  than  last  year’s 
94.13  percent  for  the  mission  and  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ 
through  these  apportioned  funds. 


Listed  in  this  Louisiana  Conference  Edition  of  the  UM 
Review  are  the  450  churches  who  paid  100  percent  of  their 
apportionments.  This  is  a  record  to  oelebrate! 


Churches  who 


paid  100  percent  of  1998 


apportionments 


ACADIANA  DISTRICT 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


ABBEVILLE  UMC 
PECAN  ISLAND  UMC 
BAYOU  BLUE  UMC 
HOUMA  HEIGHTS  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  FRANKLIN 
MCGOWEN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HOUMA 
INDIAN  BAYOU  UMC 
ST.  PAUL  UMC/JEANERETTE 
FITZGERALD  UMC 
MT.  ZION  UMC 
ST.  PETER  UMC 

MALLALIEU  UMC/  ST.  MARTINVILLE 
ASBURY  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 
CHURCH  OF  THE  COVENANT 
FIRST  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 
NORTHWOOD  UMC 
LYDIA  UMC 

MEMORIAL  UMC/  MATTHEWS 

MELVILLE  UMC 

PALMETTO  UMC 

KROTZ  SPRINGS  UMC 

ST.  JAMES  UMC 

PHARR  CHAPEL  UMC 

WALMSLEY  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  NAPOLEONVILLE 

WOODLAWN  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  NEW  IBERIA 

BRIGGS  UMC 

MT.  ZION  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/NEW  ROADS 

LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 

ST.  MARK  UMC 

PATTERSON  UMC 

SCOTT  CHAPEL  UMC 

ST.  PAUL  UMC/  NEW  ROADS 

ST.  PAUL  UMC/  WASHINGTON 

WILEY  UMC 

CALVARY  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  THIBODAUX 

VACHERIE  UMC 

MAGNOLIA  UMC 


REV.  JOHN  L.  VINING 
REV.  JOHN  L.  VINING 
REV.  CURTISS  D.  EDEN 
REV.  CURTISS  D.  EDEN 
REV.  JAMES  N.  KIRK 
DR.  BURTON  F.  BLAIR 
DR.  BURTON  F.  BLAIR 
REV.  TIMOTHY  E.  LAWSON 
REV.  LLOYD  E.  SCOTT 
REV.  FULTON  A.  RAYMOND  SR. 
REV.  FULTON  A.  RAYMOND  SR. 
REV.  FULTON  A.  RAYMOND  SR. 
REV.  E.  ANDREW  GOFF 
REV.  E.  ANDREW  GOFF 
REV.  T.  EDWARD  BOYD 
REV.  W.  RALPH  FORD 
DR.  M.  JACK  O’DELL 
REV.  DARRYL  A.  TATE 
REV.  BOBBY  CORMIER 
REV.  JOSE  GARCIA 
REV.  KENNETH  B.  CHAPMAN 
REV.  KENNETH  B.  CHAPMAN 
REV.  DAVID  BRICKER 
REV.  DANIEL  FRANCIS  JR. 
REV.  T.  LYNN  MALONE  JR. 
REV.  DAN  WASHINGTON  JR. 
REV.  ALBERT  HOLLAND 
REV.  ALBERT  HOLLAND 
REV.  MICHAEL  MCLAURIN 
REV.  PERCELL  CHURCH  SR. 
REV.  PERCELL  CHURCH  SR. 
REV.  R.  DON  GENTRY 
REV.  WILLIAM  YOUNGBLOOD 
REV.  DAVIS  W.  CLARK 
REV.  JOHN  LOCASCIO 
REV.  BARRY  WHITTINGTON 
REV.  BARRY  WHITTINGTON 
REV.  LEROY  BRUMFIELD 
REV.  LEROY  BRUMFIELD 
REV.  CLIFTON  CONRAD 
REV.  WYBRA  J.  PRICE  II 
REV.  WYBRA  J.  PRICE  II 
REV.  JOSEPH  HOLLAND 


INSIDE 

THIS 

ISSUE 


Meet  your  lay  leaders . 3 

Opportunities  for  prison  ministry 

available . 3 

Event  to  ‘discern’ 

call  to  ministry ....... _ 3 

Acadiana  District  Page  . . 4 


Sides 
named  district 
lay  person 
of  the  year. 


Alexandria  District  Page .  5 

FUMC,  Winnfield: 

Cook  it 
and  they 
will 
come. 


Baton  Rouge  District  Page  .  6 

Clinton- 
Clear  Creek  breaks 
ground  for 
parsonage. 


FIRST  UMC/  ALEXANDRIA 

HORSESHOE  DRIVE  UMC 

NEWMAN  UMC 

ST.  MARK'S  UMC 

TRINITY  UMC 

WILTON  UMC 

ATLANTA  UMC 

COULEY  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE 

MACARTHUR  DRIVE  UMC 

LAHEY  CHAPEL  UMC 

SIEPER  UMC 

UNION  UMC 

ST.  MARK’S  UMC 

DAVID  HAAS  MEMORIAL  UMC 

TRINITY  UMC 

WHITE’S  CHAPEL  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  BOONEVILLE 

CAMPTI  UMC 

ST.  MAURICE  UMC 

ST.  PAUL  UMC/  CHENEYVILLE 

COLFAX  UMC 

EDEN  UMC 

GLENMORA  UMC 

FELLOWSHIP  UMC 

NOLLEY  MEM  UMC/  JENA 

BELAH  UMC 

OAK  GROVE  UMC 

BAYOU  CHICOT  UMC 

CHENEYVILLE  UMC 

MARKSVILLE  UMC 

EVERGREEN  UMC 

SIMMESPORT  UMC 

MARTHAVILLE  UMC 

BEULAH  UMC 

MT.  ZION  UMC 

ASBURY  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES 
EMMANUEL  UMC 
COLLEGE  AVENUE  UMC 
PROVENCAL  UMC 
WEAVER  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES 
URANIA  UMC 
PALESTINE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  PINEVILLE 


REV.  ROY  T.  JAMES 
REV.  R.  DON  ROSS 
REV.  ERNEST  E.  SCOTT 
REV.  WILSON  J.  KING 
REV.  GARY  D.  WILLIS 
REV.  DIANNE  ALLEN 
REV.  M.  RAY  HOLT 
REV.  M.  RAY  HOLT 
REV.  WILLIAM  K.  MCDONALD 
REV.  WILLIAM  K.  MCDONALD 
REV.  GLINDA  M.  DOUCET 
REV.  GLINDA  M.  DOUCET 
REV.  HURVEY  SWEAZIE  JR. 
REV.  HURVEY  SWEAZIE  JR. 
REV.  MARK  A.  BRAY 
REV.  MARK  A.  BRAY 
REV.  MARK  A.  BRAY 
REV.  EMMETT  C.  COLLINS  JR. 
REV.  FRANK  G.  YOUNT 
REV.  FRANK  G.  YOUNT 
REV.  OBIE  J.  SOUTHALL 
REV.  JAMES  REID 
REV.  CARROLL  BRADFORD 
REV.  PAMELA  R.  FITCH 
REV.  PAMELA  R.  FITCH 
REV.  JOHN  R.  JOHNS 
REV.  JOHN  R.  JOHNS 
DR.  CHARLES  E.  SCOTT 
REV.  RHONDA  E.  FEURTADO 
REV.  RHONDA  E.  FEURTADO 
REV.  LEON  L.  ZORDAN  JR. 
REV.  LEON  L.  ZORDAN  JR. 
REV.  LEON  L.  ZORDAN  JR. 
REV.  JOHN  R.  FOSTER 
REV.  JOHN  R.  FOSTER 
DR.  JIMMY  WALKER 
REV.  JAMES  A.  GRAHAM 
REV.  JAMES  A.  GRAHAM 
REV.  HUGH  DON  DAVIS 
REV.  HUGH  DON  DAVIS 
REV.  HUGH  DON  DAVIS 
REV.  DOUGLAS  L.  CAIN 
REV.  JENNIE  LOU  WALTERS 
REV.  DONALD  R.  MORGAN 
REV.  J.  RODDY  TAYLOR 


Lists  continued  on  Conf.  Sect.  2,7  and  8. 
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Bishop  Dan  Solomon 


Being  and  Doing 

"WHEN  COUNTING 
COUNTS" 


If  one  is  counting  the  increase  in  the 
corporate  executive’s  stock  options, 
counting  means  one  thing.  However, 
when  one  is  counting  the  number  of  per¬ 
sons  who  have  given  their  life  to  Christ, 
experienced  the  joy  of  salvation  and 
begun  a  journey  in  discipleship,  counting 
takes  on  awesome  significance! 

Building  on  increases  for  1996  and 
1997,  the  Louisiana  Conference  recorded 
in  1998  its  largest  increase  in  members  in 
sixteen  years  net  gain.  THAT  COUNTS! 

Likewise,  when  one  is  counting  the 
dollars  invested  beyond  the  local  congre¬ 
gation  in  feeding  the  hungry,  helping  the 
hurting  and  funding  ministries  of  com¬ 
passion,  the  dollars  counted  become 
signs  of  real  food,  real  medical  care,  real 


shelter  and  real  love  for  the  abused  and 
rejected. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  recorded  its 
highest  percentage  of  apportionments 
paid  in  thirteen  years — 94.25  percent  in 
1998.  THAT  COUNTS! 

In  addition,  the  Louisiana  Conference 
reached  an  all-time  high  in  second-mile 
giving— $1.2  million.  We  are  demonstrat¬ 
ing  that  mission  beyond  the  walls  ener¬ 
gizes  life  within  the  walls! 

Changing  hearts!  Saving  persons! 
Helping  people!  THAT  COUNTS!  !  ! 


Dan  E.  Solomon 


r 


Csdnd  he  AcUdj  &vuly  (fe  fell  you,  thi&  fiocw  wfelota 
/a&  fiutfei  -move  tAam  all  ofe tAom;  few  they  all ccmfyilufed 
out  ofe tAeiw  alwndcwicej  lot  out  ofe Aw  fuyuwty  fuot  fei 
all  the  Itutricf  that  the  had.  Luke  21.3-4 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  (CONT.) 


PLEASANT  GROVE  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC 
POLLOCK  UMC 
LIBERTY  CHAPEL  UMC 
SANDERS  CHAPEL  UMC 
STRANGE  UMC 

EDDY  JUSTISS  MEMORIAL  UMC 

SELMA  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/WINNFIELD 


REV.  KENNETH  DAVIS 
REV.  JAMES  E.  RAY  SR. 
REV.  FREDDIE  WAYNE  CORY 
REV.  FREDDIE  WAYNE  CORY 
REV.  EMILY  WINBERY 
REV.  EMILY  WINBERY 
REV.  LIONEL  J.  MARCEL 
REV.  LIONEL  J.  MARCEL 
REV.  BARRY  HOESKSTRA 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


WAKEFIELD  UMC 
GRAND  CHENIER  UMC 
CHURCH  POINT  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY 
FIRST  UMC/  DEQUINCY 
FIRST  UMC/  DERIDDER 
MERRYVILLE  UMC 
BRANCH  UMC 
PINE  PRAIRIE  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
PROSPECT  UMC 
HORNBECK  UMC 
GUEYDAN  UMC 
KAPLAN  UMC 
HOPEWELL  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
IOWA  UMC 
JENNINGS  UMC 
KINDER  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LK  CHAS 
OAK  PARK  UMC 
ST.  LUKE-SIMPSON  UMC 
UNIVERSITY  UMC/  LK  CHAS 
FIRST  UMC/  LEESVILLE 
HOLLY  GROVE  UMC 
KOREAN  UMC 
MT.  ZION  UMC/LEESVILLE 
MACEDONIA  UMC 
HASKIN  CHAPEL  UMC 
MOSS  BLUFF  UMC 
OAKDALE  UMC 
OBERLIN  UMC 
BASILE  UMC 
RAYMOND  UMC 
ELTON  UMC 
ROANOKE  UMC 
SQUYRES  UMC 
HENNING  MEM  UMC 
MAPLEWOOD  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  SULPHUR 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
SWEETLAKE  UMC 
WELSH  MEM  UMC 
HAYES  UMC 
JONES  UMC 
MALLALIEU  UMC 
WESTLAKE  UMC 


REV.  JOSEPH  L.  ROUNTREE 
REV.  JOSEPH  L.  ROUNTREE 
REV.  FRED  M.  FRASER 
REV.  CHARLES  L.  FLOYD  JR. 

REV.  CAROLYN  B.  VOLENTINE 
REV.  JON  E.  TELLIFERO 
REV.  RETHA  V.  CORRIGAN 
REV.  CAGE  M.  MCLEMORE 
REV.  GARY  L.  VAN  HORN 
REV.  JAMES  C.  SKINNER 
DR.  WILLIAM  R.  BOYD 
DR.  WILLIAM  R.  BOYD 
REV.  JAMES  R.  SCHAUB 
REV.  JAMES  R.  SCHAUB 
REV.  MARK  THERIOT 
REV.  MARK  THERIOT 
REV.  DAVID  R.  DEWITT 
REV.  J.  RICHARD  SCOTT-WELCH 
REV.  LOUIS  F.  ROOS 
REV.  STEVEN  M.  SPURLOCK 
REV.  TOMMY  R.  BERGERON  SR. 
REV.  JAMES  HUMPHREYS 
REV.  THOMAS  L.  HOWE  JR. 
REV.  G.  LARRY  MAXWELL  SR. 
REV.  G.  LARRY  MAXWELL  SR. 

REV.  LEE  ECKERLE 
REV.  ROBERT  M.  ECKERLE  JR. 
REV.  ROBERT  M.  ECKERLE  JR. 
REV.  ROBERT  M.  ECKERLE  JR. 
REV.  DANIEL  P.  GLEASON 
REV.  JOSEPH  E.  HAMILTON 
REV.  JEROLD  HOFFPAUIR 
REV.  JEROLD  HOFFPAUIR 
REV.  THOMAS  C.  BEELER 
REV.  THOMAS  C.  BEELER 
REV.  ROBERT  L.  EMANUEL 
REV.  CHARLES  W.  CREWS 
REV.  C.  RICHARD  HOFFPAUIR 
REV.  KAREN  F.  DAVIS 
REV.  LEON  BOGGS 
REV.  LEON  BOGGS 
REV.  WAYNE  G.  TAYLOR 
REV.  JERRY  LEE  JOHNSON 
REV.  CHARLOTTE  T.  BRENT 
REV.  MARVETTE  THOMAS 
REV.  MARVETTE  THOMAS 
REV.  STEVEN  J.  PORTER 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 


BLACKWATER  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BAKER 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 
JEFFERSON  UMC 
JORDAN  UMC 

ST.  PETER  UMC/MARINGOUIN 

NEELY  UMC 

ST.  ANDREW’S  UMC 

ST.  JOHN’S  UMC 

ST.  MARK  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 

ST.  PAUL  UMC 

DEERFORD  UMC 

UNIVERSITY  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 

CLINTON  UMC 

CLEAR  CREEK  UMC 

MT.  ZION  UMC 

ST.  PAUL  UMC 

ST.  PETER  UMC 

JACKSON  CHAPEL  UMC 

ST.  JAMES  UMC/  CONVENT 

ST.  JAMES  UMC/BELLE  ROSE 

CARPENTER’S  CHAPEL  UMC 


REV.  DOUG  DEGRAFFENRIED 
REV.  J.  EDWIN  DILWORTH 
REV.  ROBERT  L.  BURGESS 
REV.  ROGER  D.  LATHAN 
DR.  CHRISTOPHER  H.  ANDREWS 
REV.  CAROL  S.  WINN 
REV.  CLARENCE  L.  MILLARD 
REV.  CLARENCE  L.  MILLARD 
REV.  ARNOLD  V.  BROWN 
REV.  H.  STEVE  STEPHENS 
REV.  RICHARD  H.  HUMPHRIES 
REV.  JAMES  F.  HAYNES 
REV.  JOHN  C.  COKER  SR. 
REV.  JOHN  C.  COKER  SR. 
REV.  KENNETH  W.  IRBY 
REV.  TERRY  L.  MULKEY 
REV.  J.  THOMAS  LOGAN 
REV.  J.  THOMAS  LOGAN 
REV.  H.  LOUIS  JONES 
REV.  H.  LOUIS  JONES 
REV.  LAURENCE  E.  HALL 
REV.  LAURENCE  E.  HALL 
REV.  GAYNELL  PITTMAN 
REV.  MCKINLEY  I.  FRANKLIN 
REV.  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 


GONZALES  UMC 

MAGNOLIA  UMC 

JACKSON  UMC 

ETHEL  UMC 

LUTCHER  UMC 

LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC 

ST.  LANDRY  UMC 

SHILOH  UMC 

LEJEUNE  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  PLAQUEMINE 

HURST  CHAPEL  UMC 

SCOTT  CHAPEL  UMC/  PT  ALLE 

HARTZELL  UMC 

MEADOWS  CHAPEL  UMC 

BETHEL  UMC 

ANDREW  CHAPEL  UMC 

FAITHFUL  UMC 

ST.  FRANCISVILLE  UMC 

BLUFF  CREEK  UMC 

TUNICA  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  WILSON 

ASBURY  UMC/  NORWOOD 

MT.  CARMEL  UMC 

ZACHARY  UMC 

MOSES  CHAPEL  UMC 

BEECH  GROVE  UMC 


REV.  SAMUEL  D.  REEVES 
REV.  ELLEN  B.  MONTEGUDO 
REV.  JAMES  W.  JONES 
REV.  JAMES  W.  JONES 
REV.  ALICE  W.  STORY 
REV.  GREGORY  MCCLAY  SR. 
REV.  GREGORY  MCCLAY  SR. 
REV.  CURTIS  JOHNSON 
REV.  CURTIS  JOHNSON 
REV.  JACK  D.  PHELPS 
REV.  THOMAS  A.  WESLEY 
REV.  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 
REV.  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 
REV.  ANGUS  L.  CARRUTH 
REV.  BRADY  B.  FORMAN 
DR.  GEORGE  W.  C.  CALVIN  SR. 
REV.  OWEN  H.  PEYTON  SR. 
REV.  HAROLD  BABIN 
REV.  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 
REV.  MICHAEL  G.  MILLER 
REV.  WILLIE  LAWS 
REV.  WILLIE  LAWS 
REV.  WILLIE  LAWS 
REV.  DEWITT  M.  GINN 
REV.  LARRY  L.  FREEMAN  SR. 
REV.  LARRY  L.  FREEMAN  SR. 
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Opportunities  for  prison 
ministry  available 


Meet  your  La.  Annua! 
Conference  Board  of  Laity 


Lay  Leader:  Anita  H.  Crump 
Associate  Lay  Leader:  Ned  Randolph 
Secretary:  Willie  Packer 
Fnance  Officer:  Nancy  M.  Carruth 
Chairperson,  1000  Club:  Paul  D.  White 
Chairperson,  Lay  Speaking:  Tim  Hebert 
Chairperson,  Daughenbaugh/Matheny  Scholarship: 

Babs  Mollene 

Chairperson,  Nominations:  Ned  Randolph 
Youth  President:  Rebeccca  Eskew 
Chairperson,  Laity  Breakfast:  Leroy  Crump 
Chairperson,  Laity  Devotional  Services:  John  Porter 
Immediate  Past  Conference  Lay  Leader:  O.  Fred  Loy 


GRACE  needs  your 
financial  help 

by  Rev.  John  R.  Johns 
Nolley  Memorial  UMC,  Jena 

An  exciting  new  ministry  will  be 
available  this  next  summer  to  bless  a 
group  we  often  forget:  the  children  of 
prisoners. 

There  are  many  victims  of  crime:  the 
one  against  whom  the  crime  was  com¬ 
mitted  and  their  families  as  well  as  the 
parents  and  spouses  of  the  criminals.  We 
need  to  have  ministries  to  all  these  peo¬ 
ple;  but  one  of  the  greatest  needs  is  to 
the  children  of  incarcerated  people. 

One  way  we  serve  them  is  through 
the  Angel  Tree  Program  that  Prison 
Fellowship  ministries  conducts  though 
many  of  our  churches  during  the  Advent 
season.  This  has  been  a  blessing  for 
many  children. 

An  additional  ministry  which  will 
begin  next  summer  at  the  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center  is  a  camp  for  children  in 
the  fourth  and  fifth  grades  who  have  a 
parent  in  prison  in  Louisiana.  This  camp 
has  been  named  GRACE  (God’s  Really 
Awesome  Camping  Experience.)  This  is 
a  project  of  the  Uskichitto  Camping 
Committee.  The  dates  are  Aug.  2-6. 

We  hope  to  expand  this  project  in  the 
future  to  serve  more  at  Uskichitto  and 
possibly  at  Caney  Conference  Center  and 
Istrouma  Camp. 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  the  GRACE 
program,  we  are  offering  $200  scholar¬ 
ships  for  each  child.  We  need  the  help  of 
local  churches,  Sunday  School  classes 
and  individuals  to  raise  these  funds. 
Contributions  should  be  sent  to  the 
Conference  Office  marked  as  Advance 
Special  #4402Y.  We  also  need  15  coun¬ 
selors. 

Dean  for  this  event  is  Rev.  Lorris 
Wimberly,  pastor  of  Francis  Asbury 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  If  you  are  interested 
in  working  in  the  camp  or  have  any 
questions,  contact  Rev.  Wimberly  at  (225) 
275-4928  or  Rev.  Johns  at  (318)  992-4020. 

Kairos  Outside  helps 
families  of  convicts 

St.  James  Episcopal  Church  in 
Alexandria  recently  organized  Kairos 
Outside  for  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

Kairos  Outside  is  an  extension  of  the 
ministry  of  Kairos,  an  ecumenical  prison 
ministry.  It  is  designed  to  support  the 
families  of  men  and  women  incarcerated 
in  the  country’s  state  and  federal  correc¬ 
tion  facilities. 

The  female  spouses,  parents  and 
other  relatives  of  the  incarcerated  often 
“do_  time’’  _  right  along  with  their  Joyed 


ones.  It  is  important  that  they  are  not  left 
alone  to  deal  with  financial,  family, 
housing,  self-image,  work  and  other 
traumatic  problems. 

In  Kairos  Outside,  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  there  to  love  these  women  and 
help  them  to  find  God  at  work  in  their 
lives.  By  working  with  a  supportive 
community  on  a  special  weekend  and 
beyond,  they  are  empowered  to  help 
themselves  and  others. 

The  first  Kairos  Outside  will  be  held 
October  1-3  at  Camp  Alabama  near 
Choudrant,  La. 

For  more  information,  contact  Judi 
Dans,  1035  Edgefield  Drive,  Shreveport, 
LA  71118.  Her  telephone  number  is  318- 
686-9583. 

Agape  opportunity 
available  for  churches 

Epiphany  Ministries,  an  ecumenical 
ministry  designed  to  bring  Christ’s  love 
to  incarcerated  youth,  will  conduct  its 
next  course  in  Christianity  for  incarcerat¬ 
ed  youth  in  Louisiana  March  4-7  at  the 
Jetson  Correctional  Center  for  Youth 
facility  in  Baton  Rouge. 

In  preparation  for  this  event,  a  gather¬ 
ing  of  “paper  agape”  to  give  to  the 
youth,  or  “Stars,”  as  they  are  referred  to 
in  the  program,  is  underway. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  participate  by 
creating  the  following  types  of  paper 
agape  (demonstrations  of  unconditional 
love): 

1)  Posters  or  paper  banners  from 
reunion  groups,  Sunday  School  classes, 
youth  groups,  etc. 

2)  Letters  to  each  of  the  Stars.  Please 
provide  40  identical  letters,  addressed 
with  the  greeting,  “Dear  Star.”  They 
should  not  be  addressed  on  the  outside 
and  should  not  be  sealed. 

3)  Eighty  identical  paper  placemats. 
Letters,  posters  and  placemats  should  be 
of  an  encouraging  and  affirming  nature. 

The  Stars  are  touched  by  knowing  the 
source  of  the  agape,  so  please  include 
the  name  of  your  group  and  the  city  on 
posters  as  well  as  letters.  For  example, 
Jefferson  UMC,  Fourth  grade  Sunday 
School,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Please  remember  we  are  not  allowed 
to  give  letter  or  posters  that  contain  any 
person’s  address  or  phone  number;  or  in 
the  case  of  letters  from  inmates  at  other 
correctional  facilities,  last  names  or  ID 
numbers. 

Please  send  letters,  posters  or  place- 
mats  to: 

Jerry  Lynne  Guerin,  c/o  Apostolic 
Action,  Inc.,  1821  Wooddale  Ct.,  #211, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70806. 

Her  telephone  number  is  (225)  924- 

.196?. 


Event  to  'discern' 

“Discerning  the  Call,”  an  event  for 
persons  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
interested  in  exploring  the  ministry,  will 
be  held  Feb.  19-20  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth. 

The  event,  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry, 
is  for  anyone  (age  16  and  up)  who  is 
prayerfully  discerning  a  call  to  ministry. 

If  you  or  anyone  you  know  is  interested 
in  finding  out  more  about  what  profes¬ 
sional  ministry  is  and  what  it  looks  like, 
you  are  strongly  encouraged  to  come 
and  be  a  part  of  this  weekend.  Spouses 
are  encouraged  to  join  us  also. 

During  this  weekend,  participants  will 
be  given  the  opportunity  to  worship, 
pray,  discern,  sing,  discover  and  hope¬ 
fully  find  within  their  hearts  and  souls 
answers  to  the  questions  of  ministry. 
There  will  be  an  opportunity  to  dialogue 
with  Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  district  super¬ 
intendents  and  other  leaders  in  our 
Annual  Conference. 

Those  who  participate  will  be  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  offices  of  deacon,  elder,  and 
local  pastor,  as  well  as  find  out  informa¬ 
tion  about  professional  certification. 

The  event  will  also  be  a  reunion  for 
those  persons  who  participated  in 
Exploration  ’96  and  the  Exploring 
Ministry  Event  ’97  for  adults  over  the  age 


call  to  ministry 

of  25,  both  of  which  took  place  in  Dallas. 
Come  and  continue  your  discernment  of 
the  call  to  ministry. 

Space  is  limited,  so  respond  quickly 
by  calling  the  Conference  Office  in  Baton 
Rouge  (225)  346-1646,  and  speaking  with 
Kathy  Moore  in  Bishop  Solomon’s  office. 
She  will  send  you  a  registration 
brochure.  After  receiving  the  registration 
form,  complete  and  return  to  Rev.  Ken 
Fisher  (address  is  on  the  form). 

The  registration  fee  of  $25  is  all  that 
participants  pay  for  the  event.  Your  reg¬ 
istration  fee  covers  lodging  and  meals. 
The  only  other  cost  for  participants  is 
travel  to  and  from  the  Conference  Center. 
Scholarships  are  available  for  those  who 
need  help  with  the  registration  fee. 

Arrival  time  for  the  event  is  4  p.m., 
Friday,  Feb.  19;  dinner  will  be  at  6  p.m. 
and  the  opening  worship  will  be  at  7 
p.m.  The  event  will  end  with  worship  at 
4  p.m.  on  Sat.,  Feb.  20. 

For  more  information  concerning  this 
event  or  professional  ministry  in  general, 
please  contact:  Rev.  Danny  Gleason, 
Chairperson  of  Recruitment  and 
Enlistment,  Moss  Bluff  UMC,  735  Sam 
Houston  Jones  Parkway,  Lake  Charles, 
LA  70611  (318)  855-6241;  (318)  855-6249 
FAX;  e-mail:  bethdang@laci.net. 


REMINDER 

Minister’s  Week  coming  in  July 

Ministers’  Week  1999  is  set  for  July  26-29  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 
Guest  speaker  for  the  event  will  be  Dr.  Bill  Mallard,  professor  at  the  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Ministers’  Week  is  open  to  all  clergy  and  to  the  lay  leadership  of  local  churches 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  For  more  information,  contact  Rev. 
Shea  at  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  (225)  383-4777. _ _ _ _ 
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'Layperson  of  the  Year'  exhibits  leadership,  devotion 


Robert  “Bob”  Sides  has  been  selected 
as  the  1998  Layperson  of  the  Year  by  the 
Acadiana  District.  Sides,  a  member  of 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  was  awarded  the 
honor  at  the  Acadiana  District  Fall 
Festival  held  recently  in  New  Iberia. 

“No  person  has  filled  so  many  district 
jobs  in  such  a  devoted  and  successful 
way  as  Bob  has  done,  while  at  the  same 
time  serving  as  director  of  the  1000  Club 
and  previously  as  director  of  Lay 
Speaking,”  said  Jane  Blackwell,  Acadiana 
District  Lay  Leader. 

In  addition  to  directing  the  1000  Club, 
Sides  is  a  member  of  the  District  Ministry 
Team,  secretary  of  both  the  District 
Board  of  Trustees  and  Board  of  Directors 
for  the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center,  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Laity,  a  member  of  the  District  Boards  of 
Laity  and  of  Church  Extension,  and  a 


member  of  the  District 
Nominating  and  District 
Superintendency  Committees. 
He  is  also  the  editor  for  the 
Louisiana  UM  Men’s  Newsletter. 

In  1988,  1992  and  1996,  Sides 
represented  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  as  a  delegate 
or  alternate  delegate  to  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  and  to  the 
General  Conference. 

He  also  served  as  District  Lay 
Leader  of  the  old  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District  from  1989  to 
1992  and  of  the  new  Acadiana 
District  for  1992-93. 

Sides  received  the  honor  “for 
outstanding  leadership  and  tire¬ 
less  devotion  to  the  1000  Club 
and  lay  speaking,”  Blackwell 
said. 


District  Lay  Leader  Jane  Blackwell  presents 
Bob  Sides  with  a  plaque  commemorating  his 
selection  as  the  district’s  “Layperson  of  the 
Year.” 


850  Kaliste  Saloom  Road 


Covenant  UMC  benefits  from  the  'Polish  Connection' 


Peter  Konig  (third  from  left)  hails  from  Poland  and  has  gotten  off 
to  a  great  start  as  Coventant  UMC’s  new  youth  director. 


Suite  217 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  235-0080 

Former  ,lmagineer/  to 
lead  creativity  seminar 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  will  host  a 
creativity  workshop  led  by  Craig  McNair 
Wilson,  a  former  Disney  “Imagineer,” 
March  13- 

Entitled  “Recapture  Your  Creative 
Spirit,”  the  workshop  will  challenge  par¬ 
ticipants  to  rediscover  and  put  into 
action  their  original,  Creator-given  spirit. 

Registration  is  $10  for  Asbury  mem¬ 
bers  and  $15  for  others. 

Wilson  will  also  perform  two  of  his 
one-man  plays,  ‘Fifth  Gospel’  and  ‘From 
Up  Here.”  Call  Asbury  at  (318)  984-4211 
for  details. 

Five  churches  to  hold 
Palm  Sunday  Service 

Five  Lafayette  UMCs  will  gather  for  a 
Holy  Week  Service.  The  choirs  of  First 
UMC,  Covenant  UMC,  Northwood  UMC, 
Immanuel  UMC  and  Asbury  UMC  will 
join  together  for  a  Palm  Sunday  Lessons 
and  Carols  Service  at  7  p.m.  March  29  at 
Asbury.  Everyone  is  invited  to  attend  this 
unique  service.  Childcare  will  be  provid¬ 
ed. 


Got  news? 

Please  send  stories  and  pictures  about 
your  church  to: 

Judi  Sarver 

305  Chastant  Boulevard 
Lafayette,  LA  70508  or 
E-maiL  bd21226@aoLcom 


by  Judi  Sarver 
District  Communication 
Advisor 

Imagine  that  you  are  a 
young  man  in  Poland 
seeking  employment  in 
the  United  States  mission 
field.  You  have  completed 
five  years  of  seminary 
work  in  theology  at  the 
Lutheran  Concordia 

Seminary,  Ft.  Wayne, 

Indiana  and  have  met  the 
young  woman  of  your 
dreams.  Looking  for 
employment  in  the  U.  S. 
while  living  in  Poland  cre¬ 
ates  a  major  problem.  But 
you  continue  to  pray 
about  it  and  work  on  it 
knowing  that  God  will  provide. 

Now  imagine  that  you  are  minister  of 
a  Methodist  church  in  South  Louisiana 
needing  a  full-time  youth  director.  You 
interview  a  young  woman  from  a 
Presbyterian  church  here  in  the  states, 
but  she  takes  a  job  someplace  else.  But, 
through  a  series  of  coincidences  (or  is  it 
God’s  work?),  she  knows  about  a  young 


The  Acadiana  District  is  bidding  a 
fond  adieu  to  Linda  Boswell  and  her  hus¬ 
band  Jim  as  they  relocate  in  Atlanta. 
Recently  Rev.  Terry  Willis,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  presented  a  special  award  of 
recognition  to  Linda. 

While  living  in  Opelousas,  Linda  has 
served  not  only  her  home  church, 
Louisiana  Memorial  UMC,  but  also  the 
Acadiana  District  and  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Last  year  as  part  of  the 
Bishop’s  Initiative  for  Children,  she  trav¬ 
eled  with  the  bishop  and  other  delegates 
to  Africa. 

The  Acadiana  District  was  blessed 
with  her  leadership  abilities  for  many 


man  in  Poland  who  needs  a  job. 

Well,  one  thing  leads  to  another  and 
Rev.  Ralph  Ford,  pastor  at  Covenant 
UMC,  Lafayette  hires  Piotr  (Peter)  Konig 
of  Poland. 

That  was  just  the  beginning  of  the 
story.  Since  Peter  arrived  at  Covenant 
Oct.  7,  1998,  he  has  worked  hard  to  build 
an  active  youth  group  with  an  emphasis 
on  mission.  The  group  has  traveled  to 


years  as  she  served  on  the  District 
Council  on  Ministries  as  a  member  and 
then  as  chair.  She  then  led  the  district 
into  the  new  structure  and  served  as  the 
interim  district  missioner.  During  her 
term  she  coordinated  the  District  Ministry 
Team  responsibilities  and  the  format  for 
the  discerning  visits. 

In  her  local  church,  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  have  served  in  many  capacities  at 
many  different  levels. 

While  both  have  held  positions  of 
leadership  they  also  have  each  per¬ 
formed  tasks  such  as  ushering  and  wield¬ 
ing  a  paint  brush  when  necessary.  Last 
year,  Linda  spearheaded  the  move  to  ren- 


the  UMCOR  Depot  at 
Sager-Brown  and  sorted 
seeds  for  Korea.  In 
December  they  collected 
food  items  and  delivered 
them  to  a  needy  family. 

Fun  and  fellowship 
are  also  a  vital  part  of 
Peter’s  work.  In  addition 
to  the  regular  meetings 
held  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  the  group  has 
gone  to  Astroworld  and 
has  special  “doings”  on 
Friday  and  Saturday 
evenings.  Sometimes  it’s 
bowling  or  a  concert  at 
the  church.  Realizing 
that  the  group  needed  “a 
place  of  their  own,” 
Peter  and  the  young  people  have  been 
redoing  a  youth  room  complete  with  car¬ 
peting  and  games  such  as  pingpong. 

The  happy  ending  of  this  story  is 
that  Peter  and  his  fiancee  will  be  mar¬ 
ried  this  May  in  California  and  are  mov¬ 
ing  to  Lafayette.  But  actually,  that’s  the 
beginning  of  another  story! 


ovate  and  repair  the  church  building. 
This  $20,000  project  included  painting 
and  completely  redoing  the  kitchen  in 
the  building. 

“The  leadership  of  Jim  and  Linda 
Boswell  has  strengthened  the  Louisiana 
Memorial  church  beyond  all  measure,” 
Rev.  Bill  Youngsblood,  pastor  of 
Louisiana  Memorial,  said. 

“Their  leadership  has  been  so  empow¬ 
ering  of  others  that  the  church  will  not  be 
crippled  by  their  leaving.  This  is  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  highest  order.  We  will  miss 
their  presence  and  support  but  they  will 
add  much  to  the  lives  of  their  new 
church  family.” 


District  bids  fond  adieu,  presents  special  award  to  Boswell 
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FUMC,  Winnfield  creates  'Wonderous  Wednesdays' 


by  Pam  Crews 

Alexandria  District  Missioner 

“Wondrous  Wednesdays”  have  really 
taken  off  at  First  UMC,  Winnfield.  The 
idea  originated  as  a  way  to  involve  more 
people  in  the  programs  of  the  church. 

The  evening  includes  a  meal  which  is 
available  from  5:30  until  6:45.  Choir  pro¬ 
grams  are  offered  at  a  staggered  schedule 
for  children,  youth  and  adults.  Bible 
study  and  recreation  are  also  offered  for 
all  ages. 

Pastor  Barry  Hoekstra  explains: 

“Parents  were  finding  it  difficult  to 
bring  children  back  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noons  for  the  traditional  choir  program. 
By  offering  a  number  of  things  at  one 
time  there  are  lots  of  options  to  chose 
from. 

“Now,  while  children  are  involved  in 
Bible  Study,  programs,  and  choir,  parents 
have  options  to  choose  from  as  well. 
Some  adults  drop  in  just  for  the  meal 
which  is  available  for  a  nominal  charge. 

“It  has  really  increased  the  level  of 


involvement  in  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  pro¬ 
grams  in  our 
church.” 

During  Advent 
the  church  has  been 
involved  in  hands- 
on  missions.  Well 
over  100  health  kits 
were  assembled 
and  sent  to  the 
Sager-Brown 
UMCOR  Depot  in 
Baldwin.  Also  food 
was  sorted  and  pre¬ 
sents  selected  for 
over  forty  needy 
families  on  a  recent 
Wednesday 
evening. 

For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  the 

“Wondrous  Wednesday”  program,  con¬ 
tact  Hoekstra  or  Pam  Crews,  Alexandria 
District  Missioner  and  director  of 


Cook  it,  and  they  will  come:  A  reasonably  priced  meal 
is  a  key  element  in  the  success  of  the  “Wondrous 
Wednesday”  program  at  First  UMC,  Winnfield. 


Children  and  Youth 
Winnfield.  The  phone 
628-4181. 


at  First  UMC, 
number  is  (318) 


Youth  ring  in  '99  with  Christian  rock  at  Conference  Center 


Small  Town  Poets,  a  Grammy-nominated  Christian 
contemporary  band,  played  to  more  than  400  youth 
of  several  denominations  New  Year’s  Eve. 


Ministers,  spouses 
Christmas  party  held 

Thirty  ministers  and  their  wives 
attended  the  annual  Ministers  and 
Spouses  Christmas  Party  for  the 
Alexandria  District  Dec.  3  at  First  UMC, 
Pineville. 

District  Superintendent  Don  Avery 
and  his  wife,  Judy,  cooked  the  turkey 
and  ham  for  the  Christmas  supper  and 
members  of  the  church  provided  the  rest 
of  the  meal. 

After  supper,  Avery  served  commu¬ 
nion  to  everyone  in  the  sanctuary  and 
the  service  was  closed  with  prayer. 

The  next  scheduled  Minister  and 
Spouses  Dnner  will  be  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  in  Natchitoches  Feb.  11  at 
6:30  p.m. 


by  Stan  Pearson 
District  Communication 
Advisor 

Youth  from  all  over 
the  Alexandria  District 
attended  a  New  Year’s 
Eve  concert  featuring 
music  of  the  Grammy- 
nominated  Christian  con¬ 
temporary  band  Small 
Town  Poets. 

“The  purpose  of  the 
concert  was  to  give  the 
youth  of  our  community 
a  place  to  celebrate  Christ 
and  worship  Him  at  the 
start  of  the  new  year,” 
said  Donnie  Touchet, 
organizer  and  promoter 
of  the  event. 

More  than  400  youth 
representing  20  local 


churches  of  different  denominations 
turned  out  for  the  event,  Touchet  said. 

Two  local  bands,  Bliss  and  Green  #7, 
opened  the  concert.  Small  Town  Poets 
emerged  from  relative  obscurity  in  their 
hometown  of  Atlanta  to  become  one  of 
the  most  popular  new  bands  in  Christian 
music.  They  have  received  three  Dove 
Award  nominations  as  well  as  a  Grammy 
Award  nomination  for  “Best  Rock 
Gospel  Album  1998.” 

Among  their  most  popular  songs  are 
“Prophet,  Priest,  and  King,”  “If  You’ll  Let 
Me  Love  You”  and  “Monkey’s  Paw.” 

“The  comments  from  the  youth  were 
very  positive,”  Touchet  noted.  “The 
youth  were  celebrating  their  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  in  music  and  song  and 
putting  Christ  first  at  the  start  of  a  new 
year.  I  hope  this  youth  concert  can 
become  an  annual  event  at  the 
Conference  Center.” 


Construction  of  the  new  First  UMC,  Pineville,  is  65  percent  complete. 
Pastor  J.  Roddy  Taylor  says.  The  church  is  being  built  53  acres  on  Hwy.  165 
North  that  include  a  three-and-a-half  acre  lake  and  beautiful  forested  hills. 


2013  MacArthur  Drive 
Bldg.2,  Suite  2 
Alexandria,  IA  71301 
(318)  443-3213 

Dist.  Superintendent 

Rev.  Don  Avery 

Dist.  Communication  Advisor 

Stan  Pearson 

Seniors'  Day  fosters 
ecumenical  fellowship 

Pleasant  Grove  UMC  in  Pineville  held 
its  monthly  Senior  Citizens’  Day  Nov.  2. 

People  from  throughout  the  commu¬ 
nity  are  invited  the  first  Monday  of  every 
month  to  worship  God,  enjoy  fellowship 
and  eat  lunch  together,  Pastor  Ken  Davis 
said. 

“The  Senior  Citizen  Day  meetings  are 
special  because  other  local  churches— 
Esler  Field  Baptist  Church  and  Esler 
Pentacostal  Church—  have  members  who 
participate  in  the  monthly  meetings  so 
that  it  is  truly  an  outreach  ministry  sup¬ 
ported  by  all  of  the  local  Christian  com¬ 
munity,”  Davis  said. 

After  the  group  sang  favorite  hymns 
and  shared  testimonies  of  the  blessings 
God  has  bestowed  throughout  the  year, 
Rev.  Lee  Hollingsworth,  a  retired  Baptist 
minister,  recited  three  poems  for  the 
group  of  25  guests  and  Pleasant  Grove 
UMC  members. 

Pastor  Ken  Davis  led  everyone  in 
prayer  and  then  dinner  was  served  by 
members  of  Pleasant  Grove  UMC  . 

Send  us  your  news! 

Attention  Alexandria  District 
churches! 

We  want  to  hear  from  you. 

Send  your  news  and  photos  to: 

Stan  Pearson 
224-B  Mary  Hill  Road 
Pineville,  LA  71360 
Phone:  (318)  641-1503 
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5713  Superior  Drive 
Suite  A-l 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 
(225)  296-0668 

Dr.  Leslie  Norris 

District  Superintendent 

Hallique  L.  Dawson 

District  Communication  Advisor 


MIM  schedule 
for  Baton 
Rouge  District 

The  Mission  in  Motion  trailer  will  be 
in  the  Baton  Rouge  District  for  the 
month  of  February.  We  have  a  goal  of 
1200  buckets;  each  church  has  a  fair- 
share  allotment 

Please  bring  flood  bucket  supplies  to 
the  following  locations: 

Blackwater  UMC  Feb.  1-10 

Baker  8  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Bernice  Thompson  355-2865 

Ingleside  UMC  Feb.  10-16 
Baton  Rouge  8:30  a.m.-3  p.m. 

Joyce  Kennedy  344-9100 

First  UMC  Feb.  17-25 

Gonzales  8:15  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Rev.  Sam  Reeves  647-4678 

Joe  Kelley,  Baton  Rouge  District  MIM 
coordinator 

Got  a  good  story? 

Calling  all  Baton  District  churches! 
We  need  your  news! 

Please  send  articles  and  photos  to: 

Hallique  L.  Dawson 
2624  79th  Avenue 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 
(225)  355-9506 


„ . . . . . -  -  leoiuuryo,  ir 

University  UMC  hosts  meeting  to  help  homeless  families 

by  Joshua  Lewis  — ^11  ■ 


by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

The  average  person  walks 
past  a  homeless  family  at  the 
mall  or  in  the  street  and  doesn’t 
even  know  it,  the  representative 
of  an  aid  organization  said 
recently  in  a  presentation  at 
University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Robert  Busier,  network  devel¬ 
opment  director  of  the  National 
Interfaith  Hospitality  Network 
(NIHN),  described  homeless 
families  as  “the  hidden  people,” 
forced  to  sleep  in  cars  or  in  tents 
when  their  finances  turn  sour. 

“Families  never  choose  to  be 
homeless,”  Busier  said. 

Unlike  other  homeless  peo¬ 
ple,  families  look  just  like  the 
rest  of  the  population.  Often 
people  living  paycheck-to-paycheck 
have  a  string  of  bad  luck  and  find  them¬ 
selves  on  the  street,  he  said. 

“It  can  happen  to  anybody.  Maybe  but 
for  the  grace  of  God  and  one  or  two  pay- 
checks  go  we,”  he  said. 

He  pointed  out  that  60  percent  of  the 
homeless  families  his  organization  serves 
are  made  up  of  children  under  18. 

NIHN’s  mission  is  to  help  homeless 


Rev.  Robert  Ross  (left)  converses  with  Rev.  Lorris 
Wimberly  after  a  presentation  about  the  National  Evangeline 


Interfaith  Hospitality  Network  last  month. 

families  get  back  on  their  feet  by  provid¬ 
ing  them  with  a  place  to  live  and  helping 
them  find  work. 

That  is  accomplished  with  a  network 
of  10-13  local  congregations  and  a  day 
center.  Homeless  families  spend  a  week 
living  at  one  of  the  churches  before  mov¬ 
ing  on  to  the  next. 

The  network  supports  a  total  of  no 
more  than  14  people  at  any  given  time, 


Busier  said. 

Meanwhile,  the  day  center  pro¬ 
vides  a  permanent  address  so  fam¬ 
ilies  can  put  their  children  in 
school  and  receive  mail. 

The  day  center,  which  might  be 
located  in  a  local  YMCA,  also 
serves  as  a  place  for  adults  to 
receive  job  and  life  counseling 
from  the  network’s  dirctor. 

Seventy  percent  of  families 
served  by  NIHN  get  and  remain  in 
housing  for  more  than  a  year  once 
leaving  the  network,  Busier  said. 
That  compares  with  a  success  rate 
of  20-30  percent  for  shelters,  he 
said. 

Rev.  Robert  Ross,  pastor  of 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 


said  the  program  dovetails  well 
with  the  “Shalom  Zone”  efforts  of 
his  church. 

“It  fits  into  our  goals  and  our  overall 
objective  to  be  a  part  of  the  community,” 
he  said. 

In  addition  to  University  and 
Evangeline,  First  UMC  and  Frances 
Asbury  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  have 
expressed  interest  in  joining  a  local  net¬ 
work.  For  information,  contact  Rev.  Ken 
Irby  at  (225)  344-0343. 


Around  fhe  District 


by  Hallique  L.  Dawson 
District  Communication  Advisor 

Carpenter’s  Chapel  UMC, 
Prairieville,  is  proud  to  announce  it  is  a 
“certified  redemption  center  for  lost 
§ouls,  soup  labels  and  spare  change,” 
Rev.  Chris  Blanchard  said. 

Church  members  have  been  busy  col¬ 
lecting  Campbells  Soup  labels  and  loose 
coins  to  benefit  charitable  causes.  The 
labels  are  sent  to  Red  Bird  Mission,  a 
United  Methodist  agency  in  Appalachian 
Kentucky.  Red  Bird  operated  a  K-12 
school  and  is  able  to  redeem  the  labels 
for  educational  supplies. 

“Those  useless  pieces  of  paper  can  be 
transformed  into  balls,  audio-visual 
equipment  and  even  15-passenger  vans,” 
Blanchard  said. 

In  addition  Carpenter’s  Chapel  collects 
change  in  a  water  jug  and  in  1998  sent 
over  $1,400  to  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew, 
an  interdenominational  agency  that  helps 
feed  the  hungry,  he  said. 

“We  challenge  all  congregations  to  do 
something.  No  church  is  too  small,  no 
Campbell  soup  label  useless,  nor  any 
penny  valueless  in  the  hands  of  God,” 
Blanchard  said. 

For  information  on  these  programs, 
contact  Blanchard  at  (225)  622-1266. 

In  conjunction  with  Francis  Asbury 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Woodlawn 
High  School,  Carpenter’s  Chapel  UMC, 
Prairieville,  has  instituted  a  tuturing 
program  for  several  Galvez-area  students. 


“The  church’s  task  is  to 
present  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  many  different 
ways;  helping  children  to 
develop  their  potential  to 
the  fullest  is  one  such  way,” 

Rev.  Chris  Blanchard,  pas¬ 
tor  at  Carpenter’s  Chapel, 
said. 

Blackwater  UMC, 

Baker,  is  helping  its  mem¬ 
bers  keep  those  New  Year’s 
resolutions  with  the  open¬ 
ing  of  a  workout  room. 

During  the  fall,  members 
were  asked  to  donate  exer¬ 
cise  equipment  they  were 
no  longer  using.  The  response  was  over¬ 
whelming.  The  new  room  is  equipped 
with  treadmills,  stair-steppers,  a  Soloflex 
machine  and  free  weights  and  is  open 
not  only  to  church  members  but  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community  as  well.  The  facil¬ 
ity  has  already  provided  an  atmosphere 
for  fellowship  and  complements  the 
“Step-Forward”  and  “Health-Yourself” 
classes  offered  at  the  church. 

Blackwater  also  hasso  launched  a  new 
$1,000  scholarship  through  its  Children’s 
Ministry  Fund  for  a  high  school  junior  or 
senior  who  creates  a  ministry  program 
for  children  at  the  church.  Shanna 
Efferson,  who  will  graduate  from  Central 
High  school  in  May,  is  the  first  recipient. 

The  scholarship  is  funded  in  part  by 
donations  from  the  church’s  “Counseling 


Members  of  the  Clinton-Clear  Creek  Charge  per¬ 
form  ground  breaking  ceremonies  for  a  new  par¬ 
sonage  due  to  be  completed  in  March. 


Corner”  program,  which  is  designed  to 
aid  members  of  the  community  who  are 
in  need  of  professional  counseling  ser¬ 
vices.  People  who  use  the  program  are 
asked  to  make  donations  to  the 
Children’s  Ministry  Fund. 

Shanna’s  project  will  create  a  mentor 
group  for  fifth  and  sixth  grade  children 
who  are  not  currently  attending  the 
church.  The  goal  is  to  reactivate  the  fam¬ 
ily  through  involving  the  children  in  the 
minstry  of  the  church. 

On  Sunday,  Oct.  18,  1998,  the  congre¬ 
gations  of  the  Clinton-Clear  Creek 
Charge  held  a  ground  breaking  ceremo¬ 
ny  fbr  the  construction- of  a  new  parson¬ 
age. 

The  three-bedroom,  two-and-a-half 
baths  home  will  cost  $140,000.00.  It  should 
be  completed  by  the  early  part  of  March. 
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MONROE  DISTRICT 

BASKIN  UMC 

REV.  CECIL  MIMS 

FIRST  UMC/  BASTROP 

REV.  EDDIE  MORGAN  JR. 

COLLINSTON  UMC 

REV.  EDDIE  MORGAN  JR. 

MEMORIAL  UMC 

REV.  JOHN  G.  DESCHNER 

MER  ROUGE  UMC 

REV.  JOHN  G.  DESCHNER 

MT.  OLIVE  UMC 

REV.  JOHNNY  M.  RILEY 

BOEUF  PRAIRIE  UMC 

REV.  W.  L.  STRONG 

FIRST  UMC/COLUMBIA 

REV.  DAVID  SHEEHAN 

DELHI  UMC 

REV.  BONITA  C.  DAVIS 

CROWVILLE  UMC 

REV.  BONITA  C.  DAVIS 

EPPS  UMC 

REV.  MARGARET  BROWN 

FLOYD  UMC 

REV.  MARGARET  BROWN 

PIONEER  UMC 

REV.  MARGARET  BROWN 

SEVIER  MEM  UMC/  FERRIDAY 

REV.  LYNDLE  R.  BULLARD 

CLAYTON  UMC 

REV.  LYNDLE  R.  BULLARD 

GRAYSON  UMC 

REV  .CHARLES  B.  ROPER 

HOLLY  RIDGE  UMC 

REV.  MARCELLE  F.  CROW 

FIRST  UMC/  LK  PROVIDENCE 

REV.  WALTER  PARKER  JR. 

FIRST  UMC/  MONROE 

REV.  LARRY  R.  STAFFORD 

LEA  JOYNER  MEM  UMC 

REV.  DAVID  F.  FORTUNA 

MEMORIAL  UMC 

REV.  ROBERT  E.  HOLLIS 

REVEILLE  UMC 

REV.  E.  EUGENE  KIMBLE 

ST.  MARK’S  UMC 

REV.  JULIET  P.  DESCHNER 

ST.  PAULS  UMC/  MONROE 

DR.  H.  WARREN  BLAKEMAN 

NEWELLTON 

REV.  WALTER  L.  PARR  JR. 

OAK  RIDGE  UMC 

REV.  LOUIS  W.  REDDEN 

RAYVILLE  UMC 

REV.  FRANK  M.  JONES 

MANGHAM  UMC 

REV.  FRANK  M.  JONES 

BARTHOLOMEW  UMC 

REV.  THOMAS  B.  FREEMAN 

ST.  JOSEPH  UMC 

REV.  KIBBIE  HATFIELD 

FIRST  UMC/  WATERPROOF 

REV.  KIBBIE  HATFIELD 

FIRST  UMC/  SICILY  ISLAND 

REV.  CINDY  M.  GRABER 

FIRST  UMC/  HARRISONBURG 

REV.  CINDY  M.  GRABER 

FIRST  UMC/  TALLULAH 

REV.  KIRBY  A.  VINING 

WASHINGTON  CHAPEL  UMC 

REV.  ANICE  N.  MOSES 

MT.  NEBO  UMC 

REV.  ANICE  N.  MOSES 

LAWSON  CHAPEL  UMC 

REV.  ANICE  N.  MOSES 

FIRST  UMC/  W.  MONROE 

REV.  RAY  SPILLER 

MCGUIRE  UMC 

REV.  MICHAEL  T.  HEAD 

WOODLAWN  UMC 

REV.  HOWARD  L.  HUDSON  JR. 

FIRST  UMC/  WINNSBORO 

REV.  CHARLES  R.  LANGFORD 

GILBERT  UMC 

REV.  CHARLES  R.  LANGFORD 

WISNER  UMC 

DR.  GAYLE  DEAN 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

BELLE  CHASSE  UMC 

REV.  W.  ARNOLD  ROBERTS 

TRINITY  UMC/  BURAS 

REV.  GENE  M.  FAURIE 

ARABI  UMC 

REV.  RICHARD  O.  TEETER 

ST.  CHARLES  UMC 

REV.  MARK  R.  MARTIN 

BOYNTON  UMC 

REV.  ISAAC  H.  BIVENS 

GRETNA  UMC 

REV.  LEWIS  L.  OLMSTED 

FIRST  UMC/  KENNER 

REV.  WILLIAM  A.  ROWELL  JR. 

MESSIAH  UMC 

REV.  JUDITH  A.  SHEMA 

EL  MESIAS 

REV.  JUDITH  A.  SHEMA 

THOMAS  UMC 

REV.  ROBERT  F.  HARRINGTON 

FIRST  UMC/  LAPLACE 

REV.  KENNETH  M.  GRAHAM  JR. 

METAIRIE  UMC 

REV.  ELLEN  J.  BLUE 

MUNHOLLAND  UMC 

REV.  NICHOLS  EVANS 

ST.  MATTHEWS  UMC 

REV.  H.  A.  HARRINGTON  JR. 

ALGIERS  UMC 

REV.  FRANK  S.  HARRIS  III 

ASBURY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 

DR.  ANDREW  J.  DOUGLAS 

ST.  MATTHEW  UMC 

DR.  ANDREW  J.  DOUGLAS 

BETHANY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 

REV.  HADLEY  R.  EDWARDS 

SHAW  TEMPLE  UMC 

REV.  DALE  E.  BRANCH 

NAPOLEON  AVENUE  UMC 

REV.  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER 

CORNERSTONE  UMC 

REV.  JOE  D.  CONNELLY 

FELICITY  UMC 

REV.  MARVA  L.  MITCHELL 

FIRST  STREET  UMC 

REV.  ABRAHAM  E.  DAVIS 

JEFFERSON  UMC 

REV.  REBECCA  D.  CONNER 

MT.  ZION  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 

REV.  VICTOR  T.  MCCULLOUGH 

PHILLIPS  MEM  UMC 

REV.  L.  STACY  COWAN 

RAYNE  MEMORIAL  UMC 

DR.  GEORGE  A.  DUERSON 

WILLIAMS  UMC 

REV.  BURNELL  BELL 

ST.  LUKE’S  UMC 

REV.  WESLEY  C.  REAGAN 

ST.  MARK’S  UMC 

REV.  GREGOR  DIKE 

ST.  PAUL  UMC/  HARAHAN 

REV.  JAMES  E.  WILSON 

ST.  PHILIP  UMC 

REV.  LESLIE  M.  TAYLOR  SR. 

TRINITY  OF  GENTILLY  UMC 

REV.  JAMES  W.  BARRETT  JR. 
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NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 


rF 


AMITE  UMC 
INDEPENDENCE  UMC 
WESLEY  RAY  UMC 
LIVE  OAK  UMC 
MARYS  CHAPEL  UMC 
ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEM 
THIRKIELD  UMC 
HARRYS  CHAPEL  UMC 
BUSH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  COVINGTON 
FITZGERALD  UMC 
WALDHEIM  UMC 
DAYS  UMC 
CENTER  UMC 
DARLINGTON  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  DEN.  SPRNGS. 
ROBERTS  UMC 
ST.  LUKE  UMC 
CENTENARY  UMC 
FISHER  UMC 
WINAN  UMC 
HAYES  CHAPEL  UMC 
GREENSBURG  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HAMMOND 
JAMES  CHAPEL  UMC 
LEES  LANDING  UMC 
KENTWOOD  UMC 
MT.  HERMON  UMC 


REV.  KENNETH  R.  BOWMAN 
REV.  KENNETH  R.  BOWMAN 
REV.  BRUCE  L.  BROWN 
REV.  BRUCE  L.  BROWN 
REV.  BRUCE  L.  BROWN 
REV.  J.  VERNON  FAIRLEY 
REV.  LOUIS  A.  SMITH 
REV.  LOUIS  A.  SMITH 
REV.  KARL  D.  WOOD 
REV.  M.  EUGENE  FINNELL 
REV.  PERCY  M.  FRAZIER 
REV.  PERCY  M.  FRAZIER 
DR.  LARRY  D.  ROBERTSON 
DR.  LARRY  D.  ROBERTSON 
DR.  LARRY  D.  ROBERTSON 
REV.  LESLIE  N.  AKIN 
REV.  ALONZO  J.  CAMPBELL 
REV.  ALONZO  J.  CAMPBELL 
REV.  W.  SPILLER  MILTON 
REV.  W.  SPILLER  MILTON 
REV.  TERRENCE  S.  AUGUST 
REV.  TERRENCE  S.  AUGUST 
REV.  CHARLES  COSENTINO 
REV.  CHARLES  COSENTINO 
REV.  WILLIAM  I.  EUBANKS 
REV.  CAROL  RICHARDSON 
REV.  CAROL  RICHARDSON 
REV.  FRED  B.  MOORE  JR. 
REV.  FRED  B.  MOORE  JR. 


LACOMBE  UMC 
LIVINGSTON  UMC 
LORANGER  UMC 
COOPERS  CHAPEL  UMC 
CHURCH  OF  THE  SERVANT 
NEWELL  UMC 

ST.  TIMOTHY  ON  N/SHORE  UMC 

PEARL  RIVER  UMC 

PINE  GROVE  UMC 

MONTPELIER  UMC 

NESOM  MEM.-TICKFAW  UMC 

PINE  RIDGE  UMC 

TANGIPAHOA  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  PONCHATOULA 

WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 

MAUREPAS  UMC 

ALDERS  GATE  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  SLIDELL 

HARTZELL  MT.  ZION  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  SPRINGFIELD 

HUFF  CHAPEL  UMC 

ST.  JAMES  UMC 

NINDE  CHAPEL  UMC 

TALISHEEK  UMC 

SUN  UMC 

VERNADO  UMC 

MANGUM  CHAPEL  UMC 

CORBIN  UMC 

LIVE  OAK  UMC 


■  .  .  •. . 

REV.  LAWRENCE  K.  BENSON 
REV.  LINDA  M.  HAGAN 
REV.  EMILE  E.  TOSSO  III 
REV.  EMILE  E.  TOSSO  IB 
REV.  BARRY  HUGHES 
REV.  NOLAN  ROBINSON 
REV.  JAMES  MITCHELL 
REV.  RICHARD  C  HOOTON 
REV.  WANDA  COSENTINO 
REV.  WANDA  COSENTINO 
REV.  WANDA  COSENTINO 
REV.  LOUIS  COPPAGE 
REV.  LOUIS  COPPAGE 
REV.  ROBERT  L.  DEICH 
REV.  DEBRA  M.  PEPLOW 
REV.  DEBRA  M.  PEPLOW 
DR.  DONALD  COTTRILL 
REV.  JOE  W.  MCCLAIN 
REV.  DARLENE  MOORE-JAMES 
REV.  E.  RAND  GUY 
REV.  E.  RAND  GUY 
REV.  MALCOM  D.  MOSES 
REV.  MALCOM  D.  MOSES 
REV.  PAUL  M.  CORSE  III 
REV.  PAUL  M.  CORSE  III 
REV.  ESTER  L.  HAMMOND 
REV.  THOMAS  E.  DOLPH 
REV.  LEWIS  MORRIS  JR. 
REV.  MARK  E.  CROSBY 


RUSTON  DISTRICT  T  SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


ANSLEY  UMC 
ARCADIA  UMC 
MT.  MARIAH  UMC 
ARIZONA  UMC 
ATHENS  UMC 
BERNICE  UMC 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
SUMMERFIELD  UMC 
BEULAH  UMC 
BRUSHWOOD  UMC 
CONCORD  UMC 
CHOUDRANT  UMC 
DOUGLAS  UMC 
SAREPTA  UMC 
DOWNSVILLE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
MT.  NEBO  UMC 
DOYLINE  UMC 
DUBACH  UMC 
HARMONY  CHAPEL  UMC 
ANTIOCH  UMC/  EROS 
FARMERVILLE  UMC 
GIBSLAND  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC 
HAYNESVILLE  UMC 
SHONGALOO  UMC 
HEFLIN  UMC 
HODGE  UMC 
DODSON  UMC 
NEW  HOPE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HOMER 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
INDIAN  VILLAGE  UMC 
LISBON  UMC 
JONESBORO  UMC 
MARION  UMC 
BIRDS  CHAPEL  UMC 
MEMORIAL  UMC 
SALEM  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MINDEN 
LAKEVIEW  UMC 
PILGRIM  REST  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
QUITMAN  UMC 
CLAY  UMC 
RINGGOLD  UMC 
CASTOR  UMC 

ANTIOCH  UMC/  SIMSBORO 

GRACE  UMC/  RUSTON 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
SIBLEY  UMC 
SPRINGHILL  UMC 
WHITEHALL  UMC 
COLQUITT  UMC 
EVERGREEN  UMC 


REV.  MERLIN  W.  MERRILL 
DR.  A.  WAYNE  EVANS 
DR.  A.  WAYNE  EVANS 
REV.  WILLIAM  J.  MAXEY 
REV.  CHARLES  R.  PENUELL 
REV.  BILLY  MINYARD 
REV.  BILLY  MINYARD 
REV.  BILLY  MINYARD 
REV.  TROY  B.  GARRETT 
REV.  LEO  L.  BECK 
REV.  SAMUEL  P.  EMANUEL 
REV.  RAYMOND  M.  CROFOOT 
REV.  RAYMOND  M.  CROFOOT 
REV.  LAMAR  C.  OLIVER 
REV.  DOUGLAS  MILLIRON 
REV.  DOUGLAS  MILLIRON 
REV.  DOUGLAS  MILLIRON 
REV.  JAMES  W.  KENNEDY 
REV.  JON  LORD 
REV.  JON  LORD 
REV.  DAVID  CARLTON 
REV.  JOHN  G.  HANKINS 
REV.  JOHNIE  ADKINS 
REV.  JOHNIE  ADKINS 
REV.  J.  PENN  MORGAN 
REV.  J.  PENN  MORGAN 
REV.  CAROL  HEARD 
REV.  BRIAN  YEICH 
REV.  BRIAN  YEICH 
REV.  BRIAN  YEICH 
REV.  DAVID  B.  DIETZEL 
REV.  DAVID  B.  DIETZEL 
REV.  C.C.  MILSTEAD 
REV.  HOMER  V.  BAILES 
REV.  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
REV.  ED  PARKS 
REV.  ED  PARKS 
REV.  JAMES  B.  MOORE 
REV.  JAMES  B.  MOORE 
REV.  J.  RYAN  HORTON  JR. 

REV.  LAWRENCE  W.  HOWINGTON 
REV.  SAMUEL  BRADLEY 
REV.  DALTON  E.  RUSHING  JR. 

REV.  JOE  E.  HUNTER 
REV.  KENNETH  A.  KLEMME 
REV.  KENNETH  A.  KLEMME 
REV.  JOE  A.  HOOVER 
REV.  JOE  A.  HOOVER 
REV.  COREY  DEHART 
REV.  STEVEN  J.  KOSKIE  JR. 
DR  ALAN  D;  EINSEL 
REV.  FRED  B.  WIDEMAN 
REV.  BYRD  L.  TERRY 
REV.  ALTON  M.  HORTMAN  JR. 
REV.  WELDON  BARES 
REV.  DAVID  G.  BAZER 
REV.  DAVID  G.  BAZER 
REV.  DAVID  G.  BAZER 


BENTON  UMC 
COUSHATTA  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
CROSSROADS  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
GREENWOOD  UMC 
BETHANY  UMC 
HOSSTON  UMC 
GILLIAM  UMC 
IDA  UMC 

LOGANSPORT  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
LONGSTREET  UMC 
KEATCHIE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
GRAND  CANE  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
ROSA  UMC 
ST.  MATTHEW  UMC 
MANY  UMC 
BAYOU  SCIE  UMC 
MOORINGSPORT  UMC 
OIL  CITY  UMC 
PLAIN  DEAUNG  UMC 
WALKERS  CHAPEL  UMC 
PLEASANT  HILL  UMC 
PELICAN  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
MT.  ZION  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
NEW  LIGHT  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
JEWELLA  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
VIVIAN  UMC 
ZWOLLE  UMC 
NOBLE  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC 
BARKSDALE  UMC 
BLANCHARD  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CADDO  HEIGHTS  UMC 
CHRIST  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
KEITH VLLLE  UMC 
FAIRFIELD  UMC 
FELLOWSHIP  UMC 
GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
BRADFORD  CHAPEL  UMC 
LAKEVIEW  UMC 
LOVE  CHAPEL  UMC 
MANGUM  UMC 
MCDONALD  UMC 
MORNINGSIDE  UMC 
ST.  JAMES  UMC 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC 
ST.  LUKES  UMC 
ST.  PAUL  UMC/SHREVE 


REV.  WILLIAM  A.  MOON  III 
REV.  RICHARD  M.  BOYETT 
REV.  RICHARD  M.  BOYETT 
REV.  LORETTA  LAMPKIN 
REV.  LORETTA  LAMPKIN 
REV.  STEVEN  R.  KELLY 
REV.  STEVEN  R.  KELLY 
REV.  BYRON  W.  PUTNAM 
REV.  BYRON  W.  PUTNAM 
REV.  ROBERT  E.  CARTER 
REV.  W.  MARK  STRICKLAND 
REV.  W.  MARK  STRICKLAND 
REV.  THOMAS  A.  WILSON 
REV.  THOMAS  A.  WILSON 
REV.  LELAND  D.  WADE 
REV.  LELAND  D.  WADE 
REV.  S.  CHARLES  BYRD 
REV.  S.  CHARLES  BYRD 
REV.  S.  CHARLES  BYRD 
REV.  HULEN  C.  WARREN  JR. 
REV.  HULEN  C.  WARREN  JR. 
REV.  RICHARD  L.  COCKBURN 
REV.  RICHARD  L.  COCKBURN 
REV.  HENRY  M.  HAMILTON 
REV.  HENRY  M.  HAMILTON 
REV.  CARL  D.  MUNYON 
REV.  CARL  D.  MUNYON 
REV.  OSCAR  E.  PLAYER 
REV.  OSCAR  E.  PLAYER 
REV.  OSCAR  E.  PLAYER 
REV.  OSCAR  E.  PLAYER 
REV.  WILLIE  L.  HENRY 
REV.  WILLIE  L.  HENRY 
REV.  WILLIE  L.  HENRY 
REV.  ROBERT  E.  TOWNSEND 
REV.  TED  D.  FREELAND 
REV.  TED  D.  FREELAND 
REV.  JERRY  G.  HILBUN 
REV.  PAUL  C.  CARROLL,  SR. 
REV.  STUART  M.  SHERMAN 
REV.  LARRY  G.  MILLER 
REV.  WILLIAM  D.  PEEPLES 
MRS.  DORIS  R.  SHEPPARD 
REV.  LARRY  D.  O  DELL 
REV.  BRIAN  R.  BARRON 
REV.  BRIAN  R.  BARRON 
REV.  WILLIE  E.  JACKSON  JR. 
REV.  GREGORY  R.  DAVIS 
REV.  ROBERT  A.  WEBER 
REV.  OSCAR  TIPPIN  JR. 

REV.  CHARLES  B.  HUMPHREYS 
REV.  DALE  HENSARLING 
DR.  WILLIAM  C.  BLAKELY 
REV.  DONNY  R.  NEDD 
REV.  ROBERT  G.  ROWLAND 
REV.  NATHAN  DANIELS  JR. 
REV.  NATHAN  DANIELS  JR. 

REV.  SANDRA  B.  HUBER 
REV.  GEORGE  L.  THOMAS 


j. 
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COMING  SOON 

Register  now  for  the  Volunteers  In 
Mission  Celebration  at  the  Conference 
Center  Sunday,  Feb.  28.  Dr.  Kenneth 
Lutgen,  past  director  of  UMCOR,  will  be 
the  guest  speaker.  Dr.  Lutgen  was  CEO 
of  UMCOR  in  1992  when  the  Depot  was 
established  at  the  Sager-Brown  facility  in 
Baldwin.  Prior  to  the  banquet  and  main 

session,  enjoy 
exhibits  and 
an  interna¬ 
tional  taste  fair 
from  4  to  5:30 
p.m.  Cost  is 
$17.50  per 
person. 

Call  the 
VIM  office  at 
(888)  239- 

5286  to  regis 
ter  by  credit 
card  or  to  get 
a  registration 
form. 

MM  Celebration  1998  Rena 

Yocom,  area  director,  Gospel 
Communications,  will  lead  the  Louisiana 
Conference  UMW  1999  Retreat  at  the 

Conference  Center  Feb.  26-28.  All 
women  are  invited  to  come  “Rejoice  in 
the  Lord  Always,”  this  year’s  theme. 
Contact  Evelyn  Evans,  100  St.  Clair, 
Natchitoches,  LA  71457  to  register. 
Registration  deadline  is  Feb.  9- 


Louisiana  Conference  Edition 
of  the 

United  Methodist  Review 

Dan  E.  Solomon,  Bishop 

EDITORIAL  TEAM: 

Dr.  Rena  Yocom ,  Area  Director, 
Gospel  Communications 
Bobbie  Armstrong,  Editor 
Joshua  Lewis ,  Contributing  Writer 
Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell 
Subscriptions:  $12.50  per  year 
(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and 
information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
1  (888)  239-5286 

(225)346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 
Please  do  not  fax  articles;  send  original 
typed  ropv-not  all  caps.  Thanks! 

(NEW)  e-mail:  editor@premier.net 

On  the  Web 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  as  well  as  the  Louisiana  UM 
Review  on  the  Internet  at 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/ 

louisiana-conference/ 

DEADLINE  FOR: 

Feb.  19  Issue-Feb.  8 


SPECIAL  RECOGNITION 


The  following  churches  have  paid  100  percent  or  more  on  all  apportionments  plus  payments  on  General  Advance 
Specials,  Conference  Advance  Specials  and  General  Church  Offerings. 

SHREVEPORT  (Continued) 


ACADIANA 

FIRST  UMC7  FRANKLIN 
FIRST  UMC/  HOUMA 
CHURCH  OF  THE 

COVENANT 
FIRST  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 
FIRST  UMC/  NEW  IBERIA 
LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 


ALEXANDRIA 

FIRST  UMC/PINEVILLE 
BAYOU  CHICOT  UMC 

BATON  ROUGE 

BROADMOOR  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/BR 
JEFFERSON  UMC 
ST.  ANDREW’S  UMC 
BLUFF  CREEK  UMC 
CLEAR  CREEK  UMC 
MEADOWS  CHAPEL  UMC 
GONZALES  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/PLAQUE. 
ST.  FRANCISVILLE  UMC 
LUTCHER  UMC 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
CAMPHOR  MEM  UMC 
MOSES  CHAPEL  UMC 
LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC 


DR.  BURTON  F.  BLAIR 
REV’.  TIMOTHY  LAWSON 
REV.  W.  RALPH  FORD 

DR.  M.  JACK  ODELL 
REV.  MICHAEL  MCLAURIN 
REV.  WILLIAM  YOUNG¬ 
BLOOD 


REV.  J.  RODDY  TAYLOR 
REV  HI  IONDA  E  HURTADO 


REV.  ROBERT  L  BURGESS 
DR.  CHRIS  H.  ANDREWS 
REV.  CAROL  S.  WINN 
REV.  H.  STEVE  STEPHENS 
REV.  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 
REV.  J.  THOMAS  LOGAN 
REV.  ANGUS  L  CARRUTH 
REV.  SAMUEL  D.  REEVES 
REV.  JACK  D.  PHELPS 
REV.  HAROLD  BABIN 
REV.  ALICE  W.  STORY 
REV.  LARRY  L  FREEMAN  SR 
REV.  ROGER  D.  LATHAN 
REV.  LARRY  L  FREEMAN  SR 
REV.  GREGORY 
MCCLAYSR 


LAKE  CHARLES 

ROANOKE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY 
BRANCH  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  DERIDDER 
HOLLY  GROVE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LK.  CHAS. 
OAK  PARK  UMC 

ST.  LUKE-SIMPSON  UMC 
LMVERSTIY  UMC/LK  CHAS 
HENNING  MEM  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  SULPH. 
MALLALIEU  UMC 
JONES  UMC 


REV.  ROBERT  L  EMANUEL 
REV.  CHARLES  L  FLOYD  JR 
REV.  CAGE  M  MCLEMORE 
REV.  JON  E.  TFIIIFFRO 
REV.  G.  LARRY  MAXWELL  SR 
REV.  STEVEN  M.  SPURLOCK 
REV  TOMMY  R. 

BERGERON  SR 
REV.  JAMES  HUMPHREYS 
REV.  THOMAS  L  HOWE  JR 
REV.  C  RICHARD 
HOFFPAUIR 
REV.  LEON  BOGGS 
REV.  MARVETTE  THOMAS 
REV.  MAR- 
VETTE 
THOMAS 


MONROE 

CROWVILLE  UMC 
DELHI  UMC 
SEVIER  MEM  UMC/ 
FERRIDAY 
FIRST  UMC/MONROE 
ST.  MARK’S  UMC 
ST.  JOSEPH  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/TALLULAH 
FIRST  UMC/WATERPROOF 
NEWELLTON 

NEW  ORLEANS 

ST.  MATTHEWS  UMC 
FELICITY  UMC 
GRETNA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/LAPLACE 

MUNHOLLAND  UMC 
ST.  LUKE’S  UMC 

SHAW  TEMPLE  UMC 

NORTH  SHORE 

ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN 
MEM.  UMC 

FIRST  UMGDENHM  SPRGS. 
GREENBURG  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/HAMMOND 
CHURCH  OF  THE  SERVANT 
FIRST  UMCyPONCHATOUIA 
TANGIPAHOA  UMC 
PINE  RIDGE  UMC 
LEES  LANDING  MC 
BUSH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/COVINGTON 
ALDERSGATE  UMC 

RUSTON 

MT.  MARIAH  UMC 
ARCADIA  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
FARMERVILLE  UMC 
GRACE  UMC/RUSTON 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 

SHREVEPORT 

BARKSDALE  UMC 
BENTON  UMC 
BETHANY  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
BLANCHARD  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ BOSSIER  CTIY 
ASBUKY  UMC 
CROSSROADS  UMC 


REV.  BONITA  C.  DAVIS 
REV.  BONITA  C.  DAVIS 
REV.  LYNDLE  R. 
BULLARD 
REV.  LARRY  R.  STAFFORD 
REV.  JULIET  P.  DESCHNER 
REV.  KIBBIE  HATFIELD 
REV.  KIRBY  A.  VINING 
REV.  KIBBIE  HATFIELD 
REV.  WALTER  L  PARR  JR. 


REV.  HA  HARRINGTON  JR 
REV.  MARVA  L  MITCHELL 
REV.  LEWIS  L  OLMSTED 
REV.  KENNETH  M.  GRA¬ 
HAM  JR 
REV.  T.  NICHOLS  EVANS 
REV.  WESLEY  C. 
REAGAN 
REV.  DALE  E.  BRANCH 


REV.  J.  VERNON  FAIRLEY 

REV.  LESLIE  N.  AKIN 
REV.  CHARLES  COSENITNO 
REV.  WILLIAM  L  EUBANKS 
REV.  BARRY  HUGHES 
REV.  ROBERT  L  DEICH 
REV.  LOUIS  GOPPAGE 
REV.  LOUIS  COPPAGE 
REV.  CAROL  RICHARDSON 
REV.  KARL  D.  WOOD 
REV.  M.  EUGENE  FINNELL 
DR  DONALD  COTTRELL 


DR.  WAYNE  EVANS 
DR.  WAYNE  EVANS 
REV.  BYRD  L.  TERRY 
REV.  JOHN  G.  HANKINS 
DR.  ALAN  D.  EINSEL 
REV.  DAVID  B.  DIETZEL 


REV.  PAUL  C.  CARROLL  SR 
REV.  WILLIAM  A.  MOON  HI 
REV.  STEVEN  R  KELLY 
REV.  W.  MARK  SIRKKLAND 
REV.  STUART  M  SHERMAN 
REV.  LARRY  G.  MILLER 
REV.  JERRY  G.  HILBUN 
REV.  LORETTA  LAMPKIN 


OOUSHATTA  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
GILLIAM  UMC 
BAYOU  SOE  UMC 
GRAND  CANE  UMC 
GREENWOOD  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
HAUGHION  UMC 
IDA  UMC 

KEAPCHIEUMC  , 
KETTHVILLE  UMC 
LOGANSPORT  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ MANSFIELD 
MANY  UMC 
MOORINGSPORT  UMC 
OR  CITY  UMC 
PELICAN  UMC 
PLAIN  DEALING  UMC 
WALKERS  CHAPEL  UMC 
PLEASANT  HRL  UMC 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
GRACE  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

CADDO  FRIGHTS  UMC 
CHRIST  UMC 
LONGSTREET  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ SHREVEPORT 
MANGUM  UMC 
MORNINGSIDE  UMC 
LAKEVEEWUMC 
ST.  LUKES  UMC 
SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC/SHREVE. 
NOBLE  UMC 
VIVIAN  UMC 

FELLOWSHIP  UMC 
ST.  MATTHEW  UMC 
BRADFORD  CHAPEL  UMC 
ROSA  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
MCDONALD  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/ 

MANSFIELD 
BONCHEST  UMC 
FAIRFIELD  UMC 
JEWELLAUMC 
ST.  JAMES  UMC 
ST.  PAUL  UMC/SHREVE 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
MT.  ZION  UMC 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
NEW  LIGHT  UMC 


REV.  RICHARD  M.  BOYETT 
REV.  RICHARD  M.  BOYETT 
REV.  BRIAN  R  BARRON 
REV.  BYRON  W.  PUTNAM 
REV.  HULEN  C.  WARREN  JR 
REV.  I  HAND  D.  WADE 
REV.  STEVEN  R  KELLY 
REV.  LORETTA  LAMPKIN 
REV.  JUDY  BAZER 
REV.  ROBERT  E.  CARTER 
REV.  THOMAS  A.  WILSON 
REV.  BRIAN  R  BARRON 
REV.  W.  MARK  STRICKLAND 
REV.  LELAND  D.  WADE 
REV.  HULEN  C.  WARREN  JR 
REV.  RICHARD  L.  OOCKBURN 
REV.  RICHARD  L  OOCKBURN 
REV.  CARL  D.  MUNYON 
REV.  HENRY  M.  HAMILTON 
REV.  HENRY  M.  HAMILTON 
REV.  CARL  D.  MUNYON 
REV.  WILLIAM  D.  PEEPLES 
REV.  ROBERT  A  WEBER 

MRS.  DORIS  R  SHEPPARD 
REV.  LARRY  D.  ODELL 
REV.  THOMAS  A  WILSON 
DR  R  PAT  DAY 
DR  WILLIAM  C.  BLAKELY 
REV.  ROBERT  G.  ROWLAND 
REV.  CHARLES  B  HUMPHREYS 
REV.  SANDRA  B.  HUBER 
REV.  BRYAN  S.  DAUPHIN 
REV.  JUDY  BAZER 
REV.  TED  D.  FREELAND 
REV.  ROBERT  E. 

TOWNSEND 
REV.  GREGORY  R  DAVIS 
REV.  S.  CHARLES  BYRD 
REV.  OSCAR  TIPPIN  JR 
REV.  S.  CHARLES  BYRD 
REV.  WILLIE  L  HENRY 
REV.  DONNY  R  NEDD 
REV.  S.  CHARLES  BYRD 

REV.  WILLIE  L  HENRY 
REV.  WHITE  E.  JACKSON  JR 
REV.  WILLIE  L  HENRY 
REV.  NATHAN  DANIELS  JR 
REV.  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 
REV.  OSCAR  E.  PLAYER 
REV.  OSCAR  E.  PLAYER 
REV.  NATHAN  DANIELS  JR 
REV.  OSCAR  E.  PLAYER 
REV.  OSCAR  E.  PLAYER 


CONFERENCE 

Program  Calendar 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  1998  STEWARDSHIP  REPORT 


February 

12-21 

VIM-Barcelona,  Spain 

18 

Board  of  Church  Extension, 

Conference  Center 

18-19 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Conference  Center 

19-20 

Discerning  the  Call,  Conference 

Center 

20 

Conference  Center  Board 

[  SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District 

North  Shore 
Ruston 
Alexandria 
Shreveport 
Acadiana 
Lake  Charles 
Baton  Rouge 
Monroe 
New  Orleans 

LA  Conference 


Church 

Apportionment 

$  609,282.00 
544,013-00 
491,297.00 
1,197,979.00 
530,837.00 
659,138.00 
1,031,488.00 
646,842.00 
873,983-00 

$  6,584,859-00 


Paid 

All  Funds 

$  705,094.68 

627,396.60 
596,290.43 
1,356,908.90 
579,173-63 
779,059-86 
1,170,221.77 
673,984.09 
847,085.76 

$  7,335,215.72 


%  Paid 
Apportionments 

98.29 

97.44 
96.90 

96.89 
95.69 

95.30 

94.89 

93.45 
82.47 

94.25 


4^  In  Memoriam  ^ 


Continued  from  page  7. 

FIRST  UMC/SHREVE. 
SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 

TRINITY  UMC/SHREVE 
HAUGHTON  UMC 


DR.  R.  PAT  DAY 
REV.  BRYAN  S. 
DAUPHIN 
REV.  JUDY  BAZER 
REV.  JUDY  BAZER 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 
the  family  of  Mrs.  Jane  Quaid,  surviv¬ 
ing  spouse  of  Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid  (Ruston 
District),  on  her  death  recently  in  Tempe, 
Ariz.  A  memorial  service  was  held  Jan.  22  at 
First  UMC,  Homer,  with  Dr.  Chris  Andrews 


(First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge)  officiating. 

Mrs.  Mattie  Rae  Coppage,  surviving 
spouse  of  Rev.  Louis  Coppage,  pastor, 
Pine  Ridge-Tangipahoa  UMCs,  who  died 
Jan.  25.  His  funeral  was  held  Jan.  27  at 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  in  Alexandria. 
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"Tending  Our 

Persons  under 
appointment  join  in 
spiritual  renewal 

by  Rena  Yocom 

Director,  Gospel  Communications 

On  a  late  January  afternoon,  all  per¬ 
sons  under  appointment  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  gathered  for  a 
Spiritual  Renewal  Retreat  at  the 
Conference  Center.  There  they  identified 
issues  and  concerns  for  life  in  covenant 
community,  and  began  to  know  and 
appreciate  one  another  better  as  brothers 
and  sisters  on  a  spiritual  pilgrimage  and 
as  colleagues  in  ministry. 

Dr.  Norman  Shawchuck,  leader  for 
the  event,  said  in  advance,  “It  will  be 
good  just  to  be  together.  However,  the 
deeper  puposes  of  this  retreat  can  only 
be  realized  as  we  open  ourselves  to  God 
and  as  God  chooses  to  grace  our  gather¬ 
ing  with  presence  and  power.”  And  God 
did! 

It  was  genuinely  a  time  of  spiritual 
renewal  and  of  tending  our  life  together. 
On  Monday  night,  when  one  of  the 
retired  pastors,  Louis  Coppage,  who  still 
was  serving  two  small  churches,  left  the 
meeting,  went  to  his  car  and  slumped 
over  his  steering  wheel,  several  of  his 
friends  in  ministry  gathered  around  in 
care  and  prayer  as  the  medical  atten¬ 
dants  took  him  to  the  hospital.  The  next 
morning  Bishop  Solomon  shared  the 
news  of  the  loss  of  a  colleague  and  led 
the  clergy  in  an  affirmation  of  faith  in  life 
eternal.  Following  are  a  few  of  the  com¬ 
ments  from  participants  at  the  retreat. 

“Only  God  knows  at  this  time  what 
the  full  impact  of  the  Spiritual  Renewal 
Retreat  will  be.  However,  I  believe  we 
each  have  been  called  by  name  out  of 
the  “tombs”  of  our  own  death  (to  use  the 
imagery  of  the  Lazarus  story)  and  have 
literally  begun  to  “loose  the  grave 
clothes”  that  bound  us  and  separated  us, 
even  isolated  us.  I  believe  we  are  on  the 
verge  of  a  new  life  together.  What  that 


Life  Together" 


Boards  to  be  re-instituted 


mease  see 


Spiritual  Renewal,  page  7. 


Thom  Douglas  leads  participants  in  wor¬ 
shipful  song  at  the  retreat. 


Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn  and 
event  leader  Dr.  Norman  Shawchuc 


Discipleship,  Global  Ministries  and 
Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry 
and  the  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
be  re-instituted  as  they  existed  and 
were  elected  at  the  beginning  of  the 
quadrennium.  Based  on  this,  several 
committees  of  the  conference  will  be 
asked  to  review  the  recommendations 
and  plan  for  the  implementation  of  the 
revised  structure:  the  Mission  Funding 
Team  to  re-allocate  the  1999  budget;  the 
Committee  on  Nominations  to  clarify 
memberships  and  terms  of  boards 
and  commissions  and  nominate  to  the 
Conference  a  chairperson  for  the 
Conference  Ministry  Team;  the  Rules  ( 
Committee  to  formulate  a  coherent  pro¬ 
cedural  package. 

All  revised  plans  must  be  resubmit¬ 
ted  to  the  Judicial  Council  for  review 
and  approval.  Following  such  action, 
the  plans  will  be  before  the  Annual 
Conference  for  implementation.  Plans 
are  in  process  for  all  of  the  program 
boards  to  meet  at  the  session  of  the 
annual  conference  in  Shreveport. 

The  connectional  ministries  are 
important  to  United  Methodists  in 
Louisiana  and  they  have  continued 
intact  through  this  transitional  time  by 
districts  and  conference  personnel 
working  in  concert.  The  re-institution  of 
the  boards  will  make  that  structurally 
evident. 


Rev.  Flint  Shea,  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Rev.  John  Edd  Harper, 
minister  of  program  at  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  have  fellowship 
at  a  recent  retreat  for  all  persons 
under  appointment  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 


will  look  like,  I’m  not  sure,  but  I  know  it 
will  not  be  the  same  old  “stinky”  life.  I 
can  hardly  wait  until  Annual  Conference 
when  we  will  be  together  again.  Could  it 
be  Annual  Conference  may  even  be  dif¬ 
ferent?”  -Robert  L.  Burgess,  Chair, 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
“Our  hopes  and  dreams  for 
the  retreat  came  together  as 
Thom  Douglas  led  us  in  singing 
and  Norman  Shawchuck  shared 
Bible  stories  that  warmed  our 
hearts.  Our  fondest  hope  is  that 
clergy  will  take  intentional  steps 
to  continue  “tending  our  life 
together”  as  colleagues  in  min¬ 
istry,  to  talk  to  one  another  and 
pray  with  one  another  on  a  regu¬ 
lar  basis.”  -Carole  Cotton 
Winn,  Director  of  Spiritual 
Formation. 


by  Rena  Yocom 

Director,  Gospel  Communications 

In  response  to  Judicial  Council 
Decision  835,  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  will  again  look  at  how  it  is 
structured  to  do  its  work. 

In  keeping  with  a  previous  decision 
(815),  the  Judicial  Council  restated  that 
“There  can  be  no  restructuring  by  an 
Annual  Conference  pursuant  to  amend¬ 
ed  Para.  15-15  of  the  Constitution  until 
such  time  as  the  General  Conference 
passes  appropriate  enabling  legisla¬ 
tion...”  and  that  “equivalent”  structure 
means  “parallel,  comparable,  unvarying 
and  match...”  They  also  stated  that  “the 
delegation  of  functions...  is  improper.” 

In  essence,  the  Council  has  asked 
that  there  be  no  combining  of  responsi¬ 
bilities,  and  that  each  conference  board 
have  separate  identity,  with  budget  and 
nominations  and  terms  of  memberships 
clearly  delineated.  In  keeping  with 
Judicial  Council  Decision  831  (“any 
restructuring  of  an  annual  conference... 
[must]  recognize  the  separation  of  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  legislative  and  executive 
branches  under  the  Constitution”)  a 
member  of  the  annual  conference 
should  be  elected  as  the  chair  of  the 
Conference  Ministry  Team.  The  District 
Ministry  Teams  will  continue  as  defined. 

Therefore,  the  Transition  Team  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  is  recommending 
that  the  Boards  of  Church  and  Society, 
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Bishop  Dan  Solomon 


Being  and  Doing 

Y2K,  Call  Home! 


Recently  I  learned  that  a  prominent 
Christian  television  evangelist  is  advising 
people  on  survival  tactics  in  anticipation 
of  a  massive  Y2K  meltdown. 

While  I  don’t  anticipate  a  massive 
meltdown  as  a  result  of  Y2K  problems,  it 
did  prove  a  helpful  exercise  to  consider 
what  counsel  I  might  share  with  myself, 
and  any  who  care  to  eavesdrop,  as  to  my 
journey  amidst  the  Y2K  jitters. 

The  Y2K  issue  is  not  about  simple 
preparedness  amidst  life’s  daily  needs. 
Rather,  those  who  magnify  this  issue 
have  moved  Y2K  into  the  arena  of  a 
major  global  disaster.  Let’s  assume  we 
need  to  treat  it  that  way. 

The  first  thing  I  would  say  to  myself  is 
“This  is  my  Father’s  world... God  is  the 
ruler  yet.”  My  hope  and  trust  are  in  God. 
The  computer  doth  not  give  nor  take 
away  that  hope  and  trust. 

I  cannot  endow  Y2K  with  so  much 
significance  that  it  redefines  my  ultimate 
commitments.  God  defines  my  priorities, 
not  Y2K.  Y2K  is  a  human  construct,  not 
a  pervasive  spiritual  force  at  war  with  the 
world.  Even  if  Y2K  proves  to  be  a  seri¬ 
ous  disaster,  like  all  disasters,  it  does  not 
have  the  power  to  rob  us  of  our  hope, 
our  conviction  that  it  is  God  who  gives 
our  life  meaning  and  purpose,  and  our 
determination  to  move  forward  on  the 
unfinished  agenda  of  being  people  who 
overcome! 

The  second  thing  I  would  say  to 
myself  is  that  loving  my  neighbor  does 
not  mean  isolation,  hoarding,  and  militia- 
style  survival.  Can  you  even  imagine 
Jesus  standing  at  the  entrance  to  his  Y2K 
survival  compound,  storerooms  bulging 
with  food  and  seeds,  shotgun  aimed  at 
any  who  come  near,  pistol  strapped  to 
his  side,  and  shouting  a  menacing  warn¬ 
ing,  “Hungry  people  beware;  frightened 
persons  unwelcome;  I  told  you  so”? 

For  Jesus,  loving  the  neighbor  meant 
feeding  the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked, 
and  caring  for  the  displaced  without  con¬ 


demning  them  for  how  they  got  that 
way.  If  Y2K  really  proves  to  be  a  global 
disaster,  I  had  rather  be  one  of  the  beg¬ 
gars  than  one  of  the  hoarders. 

A  third  thing  I  would  say  to  myself  is 
that  communion  and  community  tran¬ 
scend  tragedy.  I  have  been  involved  in 
two  major  disasters  in  my  life — a  devas¬ 
tating  hurricane  and  a  heinous  act  of  ter¬ 
rorism.  In  both  instances  there  erupted 
an  awesome  expression  of  community 
and  solidarity,  compassion  and  generosi¬ 
ty.  While  there  were  some  isolated  acts 
of  looting,  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
persons  from  all  walks  of  life  united  to 
survive,  rebuild,  and  move  forward. 
Unrestrained  generosity  prevailed. 
Genuine  caring  for  others  was  seen  in 
surprising  ways  in  surprising  places. 
Rather  than  a  selfish  “me-ism”  defining 
daily  life,  entire  communities  were 
grasped  by  compassion  and  service. 
People  rediscovered  their  true,  best  self. 

Finally,  I  would  remind  myself  that 
even  at  its  worst,  Y2K  will  not  qualify  as 
“major.”  “Major”  is  when  life  is  lived  in  an 
eternal  hell.  "Major”  is  facing  an  incur¬ 
able  illness  without  faith,  hope  or  love. 
“Major”  is  death  by  starvation  for  over 
35,000  of  the  world’s  children  each  day. 
“Major”  is  massive  hatred,  rage,  violence 
and  a  disregard  for  the  sacredness  of  life. 

Y2K  may  be  inconvenient,  even  dis¬ 
tressing,  perhaps  downright  difficult  in 
its  implications,  but  it  won’t  be  “major.” 
Those  who  endow  it  with  such  signifi¬ 
cance  are  settling  for  a  life  that  is  sus¬ 
tained  by  far  too  flimsy  an  anchor. 

We  need  to  call  Y2K  home-to  our 
home  where  the  stuff  of  life  is  governed 
more  by  grace  and  faith  than  by  fear  and 
technology. 


Dan  E.  Solomon 


Meet  your  District  Directors  of  the 
Daughenbaugh/Matheny  Scholarship  Fund 
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The  Howard  L. 

Memorial  Scholarship  was  established  in 
1950  by  the  Board  of  Laity  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  aid  young  people 
enrolled  full  time  at  Centenary  College  or 
Dillard  University  in  the  pursuit  of 
careers  in  Christian  education  and  ser¬ 
vice.  In  1982,  the  Thomas  H.  Matheny 
Scholarship  increased  educational  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  United  Methodists  in  the  con¬ 
ference.  Both  funds  were  named  to 
honor  outstanding  Conference  Lay 
Leaders.  In  1987,  these  two  funds  were 
combined  to  help  prepare  tommorow’s 
United  Methodist  Church  leaders. 

All  applicants  must  be  current  mem- 


Acadiana:  Jane  Blackwell 

Alexandria:  Jerry  Sanson 

Baton  Rouge:  Carolyn  Dove 

Lake  Charles:  Ethel  Seagraves 

Monroe:  Marie  Young 

New  Orleans:  Babs  Mollere 

Northshore:  None 

Ruston:  Gary  Green 

Shreveport:  Lynette  Viskozki 

*  * 

Daughenbaugh  bers  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
attending  or  planning  to  attend  one  of 
Louisiana’s  two  Methodist  institutions  of 
higher  education:  Centenary  College  or 
Dillard  University.  Candidacy  for  the 
awards  is  open  to  high  school  seniors 
and  college  students  who  have  a  2.5 
grade  point  average. 

Completion  of  the  application  form 
accompanied  by  a  letter  of  recommenda¬ 
tion  from  a  school  principal,  teacher, 
guidance  counselor  or  church  pastor 
must  be  received  by  April  1 .  Scholarships 
are  awarded  on  a  yearly  basis  for  a  max¬ 
imum  of  four  years.  A  personal  interview 
is  required  as  part  of  the  application 
process. 


Church  sponsors  King  Day  celebration 


•  ••••••••  Important  Notice  ••••••••• 

A  message  for  clergy  who  are  considering  the  retired  relationship  effec¬ 
tive  this  upcoming  session  of  the  Anuual  Conference: 

The  Book  of  Discipline  states,  “Requests  for  retirement  shall  be  stated  in  writing 
to  the  Bishop,  Cabinet  and  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  at  least  one  hundred  twenty 
days  prior  to  the  date  on  which  retirement  is  to  be  effective.  (Paragraph  355) 
Number  1  in  the  same  paragraph  continues:  “Every  clergy  member  of  an  Annual 
Conference  who  will  have  attained  age  seventy  on  or  before  July  1  in  the  year  in 
which  the  conference  is  held  shall  automatically  be  retired.”  (Please  continue  to  send 
request  to  designated  persons.) 

As  the  1999-2000  Conference  year  begins  June  1,  1999,  that  is  the  date  on  which 
retirement  will  become  effective  and  pension  payments  will  begin.  One  hundred  and 
twenty  days  from  that  point  is  Feb.  1,  1999  (the  date  by  which  all  requests  should  be 
received.)  -Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  Executive  Director-Adminstrative  Services 


Roberts  UMC,  Denham  Springs,  host¬ 
ed  a  community-wide  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  Day  celebration  Jan  18.  Dr.  Alonzo 
Campbell,  pastor  at  Roberts 
UMC,  chaired  the  committee 
that  organized  the  event. 

Rev.  Leonard  Charles 
Stovall,  pastor  of  Camp 
Wisdom  UMC,  Dallas,  admon¬ 
ished  the  standing-room-only 
audience  to  transfer  to  the 
next  generation  the  true 
power  of  King’s  dream  for  a 
society  without  racial  discrimi¬ 
nation  where  “every  person  is 
somebody.” 

Stovall  has  been  involved  in 
the  anti-apartheid  movement 
and  has  traveled  to  Brazil, 

Cuba,  Russia  and  numerous 
other  countries  on  behalf  of 
the  church’s  ministry  “beyond 
the  walls.” 

He  is  also  president  of  the  Dallas 
chapter  of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference,  an  organization 
founded  by  King  in  New  Orleans. 

Stovall  stressed  that  King’s  dream  is 
“still  far  from  being  realized.”  However, 
he  offered  four  “integrity  tasks”  people 
can  practice  to  help  bring  society  closer 
to  achieving  that  dream: 

1.  People  in  majority  white  churches 
need  to  go  on  record  that  racism  is 
wrong  and  our  destinies  are  tied  togeth¬ 
er. 

2.  Assess  the  local  banks.  Are  they 
being  faithful  to  the  Community 
Reinvestment  Act? 


3.  Teach  the  community’s  children  a 
sense  of  globalization. 

4.  Assist  people  who  fall  through  the 


Students  from  Denham  Springs  Elementary 
sing  a  tribute  to  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  at  a  com¬ 
memorative  celebration  at  Roberts  UMC.  Photo 
courtesy  Denham  Springs-Livingston  Parish  News. 

cracks  to  get  out  of  poverty. 

Sixteen  pastors  from  across  the 
denominational  spectrum  participated  in 
the  service.  Among  the  United 
Methodists  attending  the  celebration 
were:  Rev.  Leslie  Akin  and  many  of  her 
parishioners  from  First  UMC,  Denham 
Springs;  Rev.  Robert  Ross,  Evangeline 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  and  Rev.  Wilbur  G.C. 
Davis,  retired  pastor  of  Roberts  UMC. 

Additional  activities  included  a  prayer 
meeting,  as  well  as  an  Issues  Forum.  The 
King  Day  Task  Force,  Fred  Banks  of 
Roberts  UMC  and  Gloryland  Church  of 
God  in  Christ  in  Walker  awarded  schol¬ 
arships  to  Monique  Scott  and  Chris  Gross 
of  Southeastern  Louisiana  University. 
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3.  For  every  time  the  family  eats  out  during 
Lent,  match  the  tip  and/or  tax  on  the  food. 


1 .  Develop  “Kid  Cents  Calendar”  that  lets 
children  contribute:  for  example,  10  cents 
for  every  pair  of  shoes,  25  cents  for  every 
water  faucet. 

2.  Host  a  “Non-movie  Night.”  Charge  $5 
admission.  Hand  out  empty  popcorn  boxes 
and  soda  cans.  Play  soundtrack  recordings 
from  movies. 


I 

■ 

I 

■ 
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available 

Excitement  is  building  toward  the 
“Miracle  Night  Offering”  when  United 
Methodists  in  Louisiana  make  their  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  world-wide  Bishops’ 
Appeal:  Hope  for  the  Children  of  Africa. 

And  a  new  fundraising  option  is  now 
available  to  churches  through  the 
Conference  and  district  offices  beginning 
Feb.  25.  Called  “Hope  Crosses,”  the  card¬ 
board  coin  holders  provide  an  easy  way 
for  church  members  to  collect  $5  in 
quarters  for  the  “Miracle  Night  Offering.” 

Five  dollars  is  the  goal  for  each  per¬ 
son  who  regularly  attends  worship.  So,  if 
a  church  has  an  average  of  50  people  in 
attendance  at  a  worship  service,  the 
church’s  goal  is  a  total  of  $250. 

As  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  wrote  recent¬ 
ly  in  his  column  Making  a  Miracle 
Happen-.  “I  am  convinced  that  $5  per 
person  is  not  only  easily  within  our  abil¬ 
ity,  it  is  almost  embarrassingly  modest. 
Most  of  our  folk  will  far  exceed  this 
amount.  It  may  well  be  that  our  Miracle 
Night  Offering  will  surpass  $300,000.” 

The  “Hope  Crosses”  illustrate  just  how 
painless  raising  $5  can  be:  How  hard  is  it 
to  round  up  20  quarters? 
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Need  for  "Miracle"  urgent 

by  Cathy  L.  White 
Newman  UMC 

In  the  summer  of  1998,  I  was  blessed  to  have  been  a 
part  of  the  team  that  traveled  to  Luanda,  Africa.  We  deliv¬ 
ered  tennis  shoes  and  much  needed  HOPE. 

It  is  with  the  Lord’s  urging  that  I  can  say  boldly,  that  I, 
too,  am  a  witness  to  the  urgent  needs  of  the  children  and 
youth  of  Africa.  There  is  an  urgent  need  for  a  “Miracle”  for 
these  young  lives. 

The  Greek  translation  of  the  word  miracle  is  “a  sign.” 
The  opportunity  now  is  to  be  a  “sign”  for  this  exciting 
miracle  by  bringing  offerings  to  Annual  Conference  for 
the  children  and  youth  of  Africa.  The  offerings  are  called 
“Miracle  Night  Offerings.”  It  has  been  stated  that  the  mir¬ 
acle  is  not  the  amount  of  the  offering  but  is  in  fact  the 
miracles  that  will  happen  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
because  of  the  offering. 

These  miracles  will  reveal 
to  the  children  and  youth 
of  Africa  that  we  under¬ 
stand  their  struggles. 

And,  it  will  bless  us  by 
showing  our  love  for  all 
of  God’s  children. 

I  am  enthusiastically 
awaiting  the  opening  night  of  Annual  Conference  1999.  I 
am  a  witness  that  the  Lord’s  works  will  be  fulfilled  by 
showing  our  love  for  our  neighbors  in  Africa.  The  word 
says:  “You  do  well  if  you  really  fulfill  the  royal  law 
according  to  the  scripture,  ‘You  shall  love  your  neighbor 
as  yourself.’”  James  2:8 
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Church  ministers  to  residents  of  group  homes 


Rev.  Jerry  Johnson,  pastor  at  Welsh  Memorial  UMC,  (left)  leads  a  worship 
service  for  residents  of  a  group  home  for  the  disabled. 


ft 


816  Kirkman  Street 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 
(318)  439-2982 


District  Superintendent 

J.  Lawrence  Maddin 

Communication  Advisor 

Constance  Abraham-Handy 

Leadership  training 
session  scheduled 

The  last  Celebration  of  Ministries 
Leadership  Training  will  be  held  at  First 
UMC,  DeRidder,  March  14,  from  3:00 
p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

District  Ministry  Team  members  and 
others  will  cover  the  following  topics: 
Education  (Nurture),  Evangelism 
(Renewal),  Missions  (Outreach),  Worship 
(Meditative),  Finance,  Trustees,  and 
Pastor-Parish  Relations. 

Several  training  sessions  for  officers 
elected  at  local  church  charge  confer¬ 
ences  were  scheduled  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District  in  an  effort  to  reach  as 
many  officers,  committee  members,  and 
interested  church  members  as  possible. 

The  first  training  session  was  held  at 
Maplewood  UMC,  Sulphur,  Jan.  24. 

The  second  was  held  at  Kinder  UMC 
Feb.  7. 

Join  in  the  Celebration  of  Ministries. 
Learn  more  about  the  ministries  essential 
to  a  functional  and  vital  church.  Share 
your  ideas  with  others  doing  the  Lord’s 
work  through  these  areas  of  service. 
Contact  the  District  Superintendent’s 
office  for  additional  information. 


News,  anyone? 

If  you  have  stories,  news  articles  and 
pictures  you  would  like  included  in  the 
next  Lake  Charles  District  page,  please 
contact  Constance  Abraham-Handy, 
district  communication  advisor,  at  (318) 
474-4187.  The  mailing  address  is  2706 
Walden  Drive,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70607 


by  Constance  Abraham-Handy 
District  Communication  Advisor 

Often  those  in  group  homes  or  other 
facilities  for  the  mentally  and  physically 
disabled  are  not  the  people  who  come  to 
mind  when  you  think  of  worship  and 
getting  to  church. 

Jerry  Johnson,  pastor  at  Welsh 
Memorial  UMC,  Vinton,  along  with  three 
lay  persons,  began  ministries  to  people 
in  their  community  who  are  confined  to 
group  homes  and  a  facility  for  the  hand¬ 
icapped  approximately  seven  months 
ago. 

This  ministry,  a  response  to  a  letter 
sent  to  Johnson  by  the  administrator  of 
the  Calcasieu  Multi-handicapped  Center 


“Many  of  the  residents 
respond  to  the  word  “Jesus” 
when  they  do  not  seem  to 
respond  to  anything  else.” 

-Rev.  Jerry  Johnson 

asking  for  a  short  worship  service  to  be 
held  whenever  possible,  quickly  expand¬ 
ed  to  include  the  four  group  homes  in 
Vinton. 

Each  week,  Johnson  and  three  lay  per¬ 
sons  minister  to  about  100  people, 
between  eight  and  30  years  old,  through 
a  fifteen  minute  service  consisting  of  a 
lectionary  scripture  reading,  song  and 
prayer. 

The  lay  persons— Tommy  Adams, 
Gloria  Perry  and  Helen  Thibodeaux— 
conduct  the  services  for  the  group  home 


residents  during  the  week,  and  Johnson 
leads  a  weekly  Sunday  service  at  the  cen¬ 
ter. 

Though  many  who  attend  the  services 
are  mentally  disabled,  Johnson  said  sev¬ 
eral  understand  what  they  are  hearing  in 
the  services.  In  fact,  many  of  them 
respond  to  the  word  “Jesus”  when  they 
do  not  seem  to  respond  to  anything  else, 
he  said. 

During  these  services,  Johnson  and 
the  lay  persons  tell  the  residents  and 
staff  about  the  unconditional  love  of  God 


and  touch  children  in  each  facility  to  let 
them  know  that  God  loves  them,  as.  do 
they. 

This  service  provides  a  unique  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  worship  leaders  to  minister  to 
the  residents.  Johnson  feels  that  he  is 
doing  the  work  of  the  Gospel.  While  the 
service  does  not  raise  the  numbers  of  his 
membership  or  his  offering,  it  is  a  mira¬ 
cle,  he  said.  He  expressed  his  wish  that 
other  churches  in  the  community  would 
join  in  the  effort,  thus  reaching  more 
people  with  God’s  Word. 

District  youth  raise 
money  for  hunger 
at  "Souper  Bowl" 

The  District  Youth  Council  began 
1999  with  a  bang  at  a  Souper  Bowl  col¬ 
lection  and  party  on  Jan.  31,  at  First 
UMC,  Lake  Charles. 

While  only  ten  churches  throughout 
the  district  participated,  the  youth  col¬ 
lected  $1908.43  from  their  congregations 
on  “Souper  Bowl”  Sunday. 

That  money  is  to  be  divided  equally 
between  the  following  soup  kitchens: 
Abraham’s  Tent,  Grace  Mission,  Salvation 
Army  and  The  Lord’s  Place. 

The  money  was  turned  in  at  the 
Souper  Bowl  collection  and  party  that 
Sunday  while  115  youth  and  adults 
watched  the  game  and  fellowshipped 
together. 

The  participating  churches  were  First 
UMC,  Lake  Charles,  First  UMC,  Crowley, 
Westlake  UMC,  Maplewood  UMC, 
Henning  Memorial  UMC,  University 
UMC,  Moss  Bluff  UM0,  Wesley  UMC, 
Raymond  UMC,  and  Warren  UMC.  There 
were  also  partygoers  from  other  denom¬ 
inations. 


Nestled  in  the  rural  area  of  Anacoco,  a  few  miles  off  Hwy.  171  North,  lies 
Holly  Grove  UMC.  While  the  first  church  service  was  held  there  in  1826,  Holly 
Grove  was  founded  as  a  Methodist  Protestant  church  in  1835.  Originally  cir¬ 
cuit  riders  ministered  to  the  congregation;  Larry  Maxwell  is  the  current  pas¬ 
tor.  A  few  months  ago,  a  sign  was  erected  that  reflects  their  philosophy:  “A 
church  for  all  God’s  children.” 

Not  only  does  this  sign  encourage  and  promote  children,  but,  it  also  makes 
the  adult  congregation  members  feel  good  about  themselves!  The  positive 
impact  of  the  sign  is  reflected  in  the  600  percent  increase  in  the  number  of 
children  in  the  congregation.  Prior  to  the  guilding  of  the  sign,  there  were 
only  two  children  in  the  church;  now,  there  are  12.  Truly,  Holly  Grove  is  a 
church  for  all  God’s  children. 

P.S.  Recently  the  sign  disappeared.  Please  contact  the  pastor  or  the  District 
Superintendent  if  you  have  any  information  about  the  missing  sign. 
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The  Weigh  Down  Workshop  at 
First  UMC,  Columbia  shared  their 
success  with  the  church’s  youth  pro¬ 
ject  of  distributing  food  at  Christmas. 

Workshop  participants  donated 
the  same  amount  of  food  as  the 
weight  each  participant  had  lost 
since  beginning  the  Bible  Study  in 
May-a  total  of  74  pounds. 

Not  only  were  they  able  to  share 
their  blessings,  but  they  were  able  to 
visualize  extra  pounds  they  once  had 
carried  with  them  every  day! 

Monroe  District 
Laity  Banquet 

Friday,  March  1 9 
McGuire  UMC 

Speaker:.  Ron  Anderson 
"The  Lighthouse"  Shreveport,  La. 

More  information  will  follow  regard¬ 
ing  the  time,  cost  and  other  compo¬ 
nents  of  the  evening’s  events. 

Lay  speaking  class 
slated  in  West  Monroe 

First  UMC,  West  Monroe  will  host  a 
Basic  Lay  Speaking  School  Feb.  27  from 
8  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

Lay  speakers  are  required  to  take  a 
lay  speaking  course  every  three  years. 
This  course  is  for  beginners,  with  no 
age  limit  for  participants.  Youth  are  wel¬ 
come. 

Registration  is  $10.  Contact  David 
Hollis  at  318-397-2171  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 

VIM  banner  available 

Can  your  church  use  the  Volunteers 
in  Mission  (VIM)  banner?  The  VIM  ban¬ 
ner  can  be  loaned  to  churches  who 
sponsor  a  VIM  trip  or  project. 

The  all-weather  banner  can  be  dis¬ 
played  during  the  trip.  As  projects  are 
completed,  each  church  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  add  a  cross  and  flame  to 
represent  their  participation. 

Contact  Denny  Garner  at  387-7364 
for  more  information  or  to  set  a  date  to 
use  the  banner. 
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Churches  emphasize  ministry  of  prayer 


by  Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 

“The  lifeblood  of  Christians”  is  one 
title  given  to  the  ministry  of  prayer.  As 
United  Methodists  throughout  the 
Monroe  District  emphasize  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  prayer  both  in  groups  and  as 
individuals,  many  churches  are  offering 
new  ways  of  becoming  more  involved  in 
prayer. 

Believing  that  the  church  exists  to 
spiritually  challenge,  nurture  and  serve 
the  community,  McGuire  UMC,  West 
Monroe  invites  all  who  desire  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  Service  of  Prayer  and  Healing 
every  Wednesday  at  12:05  p.m.  in  the 
church  sanctuary. 

Participants  are  encouraged  to  come 
and  go  as  their  schedules  permit. 
Scripture  lessons  are  read  and  names  are 
offered  in  prayer.  Pew  cards  are  available 
to  add  names  to  the  prayer  list. 

The  service  is  informal  and  lasts  about 
30  minutes.  Part  of  the  service  includes 
the  laying  on  of  hands  and  annointing 
with  oil  for  healing.  The  Sacrament  of 
Holy  Communion  is  available  at  the  altar 
table.  The  elements  have  been  conse¬ 
crated  and  may  be  taken  by  any  who 
desire. 

Nearly  a  century  ago,  “A  Praying 
Church”  described  First  UMC,  Columbia. 
The  ministry  of  prayer  has  taken  on  a 
new  emphasis  as  church  members  gath¬ 
er  to  pray  on  Sunday  evenings  at  7  p.m. 
This  informal  time  of  prayer  sometimes 
resembles  a  regular  worship  service  with 


By  Anna  Lois  Ham 
First  UMC,  West  Monroe 

“The  earth  is  the  Lord’s  and  all  that  is 
in  it.” 

Psalm  24  reminds  us  that  we  do  not 
own  the  earth,  but  we  are  called  to  care 
for  it  as  a  sacred  trust  from  God  and  for 
future  generations.  Yet  we  seem  to  have 
a  blind  spot  in  our  vision  concerning  the 
whole  of  creation.  We  interpret  having 
“dominion  over  the  earth”  as  a  license  to 
use  its  resources  to  meet  our  elevated 
economic  status. 

We  strip  the  land  and  its  gifts  and  pol¬ 
lute  the  waters  and  the  air  we  breathe, 
tallying  up  only  the  financial  assets  to 


music  and  Scripture  reading.  Often,  it  is 
simply  prayer  at  the  altar  rail. 

Mrs.  Carmen  Cook  was  asked  to  direct 
the  revitalized  prayer  ministry.  Her  first 
action  was  to  enlist  a  prayer  chain  of 
concerned  church  members  who  volun¬ 
teered  to  pray  for  specific  or  emergency 
requests.  The  members  of  the  prayer 
chain  have  been  encouraged  by  the 
number  of  people  from  the  community 
who  have  requested  prayer.  The  church 
has  begun  distributing  prayer  request 

The  prayer  ministry  mails 
cards  of  encouragement  as 
another  means  of  outreach 
to  the  community. 

cards  as  a  regular  part  of  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship.  These  requests  for  prayer  or  praise 
are  read  by  Mrs.  Cook  during  the  service 
and  then  listed  on  a  weekly  prayer  list. 
This  list  is  sent  to  the  homebound  mem¬ 
bers  so  that  they  can  be  part  of  the  sea¬ 
son  of  prayer.  The  prayer  ministry  mails 
cards  of  encouragement  to  the  people  for 
whom  they  are  praying  as  another  means 
of  outreach  to  the  community. 

The  church  recently  celebrated  a  heal¬ 
ing  service  using  The  Book  of  Worship. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  service,  the  front 
of  the  sanctuary  was  filled  with  church 
members  asking  for  prayer  and  annoint¬ 
ing  with  oil  for  physical,  emotional  or 
spiritual  healing. 


our  immediate  use.  We  have  ignored  the 
wisdom  from  native  Americans  of  plan¬ 
ning  for  the  seventh  generation. 

What  can  we  do?  As  responsible  and 
faithful  Christians,  we  need  to  become 
aware  of  what  we  are  doing  to  care  for 
God’s  creation.  We  can: 

Use  public  transportation  more  often; 

Use  less  electricity,  lighting,  heating, 
and  air  conditioning  only  when  neces¬ 
sary; 

Use  high  efficiency  appliances  and 
compact  fluorescent  bulbs; 

Improve  home  insulation; 

Recycle,  compost  and  plant  trees. 


909  North  18th  Street 
Suite  206 

Monroe,  LA  70201 
(318)  387-7364 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Marie  Williams 

Communication  Advisor 

Lyn  Sheehan 

Sheehan  named  district 
communication  advisor 

Lyn  Sheehan  has  been  named  the 
new  communication 
advisor  for  the 
Monroe  District 
Ministry  Team. 

An  experi¬ 
enced  journal¬ 
ist,  Mrs. 

Sheehan  has 
worked  for 
both  state  and 
local  newspa¬ 
pers  and  is 
pleased  to  be 
part  of  this  new 
ministry.  She  and  her 
husband,  Rev.  Dave  Sheehan  (Colombia- 
Hebert  Charge),  have  two  children, 
Nathan  and  Erin. 

Send  us  your  news! 

Please  share  your  church  news  and 
photos  with  us.  Send  them  by  March  15 

to: 

Lyn  Sheehan 

P.O.  Box  178 

Columbia,  LA  71418 

Tel.  (318)  649-7188 

e-mail:  lyn_sheehan@hotmail.org 

e-mai!2:  sheehan@caldwell.org 


Lea  Joyner  Memorial  UMC  hosted  the  Monroe  District  Dance  where  district 
youth  partied  with  pillows  and  pajamas. 

Keepers  of  the  Earth:  What  can  you  do? 
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District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Dian  Kent 

MIM  meeting  slated 

Can  we  do  better?  Joe  Burke  of 
Asbury  UMC  and  Don  Schaneville  of 
Gretna  UMC,  this  year’s  coordinators  for 
New  Orleans  District  Mission  In  Motion, 
say  “Yes.” 

Schaneville  will  conduct  a  church 
coordinators  meeting  at  the  district  office 
Feb.  27,  at  10:00  a.m.  to  put  the  district 
MIM  plan  in  place. 

“It  is  important  that  all  our  churches 
understand  what  will  be  collected  and 
what  each  church  can  do  to  make  this 
great  effort  a  success,”  Schaneville  said. 

The  MIM  trailer  is  scheduled  to  travel 
the  district  throughout  April. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Schaneville  at  504-392-0082  or  the  dis¬ 
trict  office  at  504-488-5430. 


Let  us  tell  your  story  ... 

Let  us  tell  your  story.  If  you  have  a 
story  to  tell  about  your  church  or  your 
members,  please  contact  the  New 
Orleans  District  Communication  Advisor, 
Dian  Kent  at  368-2567.  You  may  also 
contact  the  New  Orleans  District  Office 
at  (504)  488-5430.  Please  mail  informa¬ 
tion  to:  Dian  Kent,  837  Sumner  Street 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70114 


From  the  District  Superintendent 


Dear  Friends: 

I  write  these  notes  in  the  swirl  of 
several  things  happening  all  at  once.... 

It  is  akin  to  being  five  or  six  places  at 
the  same  time.  Of  course,  we  all  know 
that  this  is  not  possible.  So,  here  I  sit  to 
put  these  few  thoughts  on  paper.  (If 
there  seems  to  be  a  slight  drift,  then 
you  will  hopefully  understand.) 

It  is  January  18,  a  holiday-Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King’s  Birthday  Observance-and 
the  replay  of  the  reason  for  this  day  fills 
the  airwaves  for  a  time  at  least.  We 
remember  that  out  of  a  quest  for  something  good,  evil  rears  its 
ugly  head.  As  I  heard  the  replays,  there  was  a  remembrance 
that  my  wife  Gloria  and  I  were  in  Atlanta  at  the  time  attending 
Gammon  Seminary,  and  it  was  in  that  same  year  that  Freddie 
Jr.,  our  first  child,  was  born.  We  literally  could  stand  and  watch 
the  funeral  procession  from  our  second  floor  efficiency  apart¬ 
ment  window. 

We  were  there— that  close  to  an  event  that  changed  the 
course  of  history.  I  concur  with  Bishop  Woddie  White  in  his 
annual  “Letter  to  Martin”  that  there  are  some  things  to  cele¬ 
brate,  but  there  are  some  things  to  lament  in  the  years  follow¬ 
ing  Dr.  King’s  assassination.  Fortunately,  the  dream  is  still 
remembered  along  with  one  who  was  more  than  a  dreamer! 
We  too  must  strive  to  make  a  difference  on  this  side  of  life  as 
we  know  it.  After  all,  that’s  what  the  dream  is  all  about!  A 
dream  deferred  only  becomes  a  “raisin  in  the  sun.” 

On  another  note,  I  am  still  processing  the  volumes  of  data 
that  were  poured  out  during  the  Congress  on  Evangelism  held 
in  New  Orleans  earlier  this  month.  EVANGELISM!  Reaching 
the  “unchurched”  is,  as  we  hear  it  from  Bishop  Solomon,  “the 
main  thing.”  Now  for  those  who  have  an  aversion  to  this 
notion,  it  is  not  only  a  concise  phrase,  it  is  the  Great 
Commission  from  our  Lord.  The  sending  forth  statement  to  the 
disciples  was  for  them  to  “Go  make  disciples!” 

It  appears  to  me  that  there  is  something  dynamic  in  this 
statement.  There  must  be  action-or,  in  other  words,  we  can 
no  longer  wait  and  see  if  folks  will  “come  to  the  church  house.” 
In  a  piece  that  was  written  in  Net  Results/January  1998,  “New 


Needy  children  in  the  New  Orleans  metropolitan  area 
are  the  beneficiaries  of  a  bicycle  repair  project  at  St. 
Paul’s  UMC,  Harahan.  St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Men  have  thus 
far  collected  and  repaired  over  20  used  bicycles  for  the 
program.  The  work  group,  which  meets  quarterly, 
includes  St.  Paul’s  youth.  Pictured  with  some  of  the  bicy¬ 
cles  from  the  program  are:  (left  to  right)  Clayton 
Ledbetter,  Myron  Smith,  Rev.  Jim  Wilson,  Christian 
Christensen,  and  Jonathan  Christensen. 


Ideas  in  Church  Vitality  and  Leadership,”  Rick  Warren  writes: 

“Are  there '  any  universal  needs  that  exist  among  the 
Unchurched?  I  believe  there  are....  These  include  the  need  for 
love,  acceptance,  forgiveness,  meaning,  self-expression,  and  a 
purpose  for  living.  People  are  also  looking  for  freedom  from 
fear,  guilt,  worry,  resentment,  discouragement,  and  loneliness. 
If  your  church  is  meeting  these  kinds  of  needs,  you  won’t  have 
to  worry  about  advertising  your  services.  CHANGED  LIVES 
ARE  A  CHURCH’S  GREATEST  ADVERTISEMENT.” 

In  the  words  of  some,  “That'll  preach!”  You  see,  I  remem¬ 
ber  the  biblical  reference  where  Jesus  tells  John’s  disciples  to 
go  and  tell  John  what  they  saw  happening  there.  Blind  folks 
were  being  given  new  sight;  the  lame  were  now  able  to  walk; 
why,  even  the  dead  were  given  new  life.  I  know  that  if  God 
can  do  something  one  time,  God  can  DO  that  same  thing 
AGAIN  AND  AGAIN! 

One  thing  that  I  gleaned  from  the  Congress  on  Evangelism 
which  really  confirmed  an  earlier  suspicion,  is  that  we  are  sti¬ 
fled  by  the  epidemic  of  inertia.  I  prayerfully  encourage  us  all: 
“Let’s  get  it  on.”  By  this  I  mean,  let’s  get  on  with  the  business 
of  Kingdom  Building:  making  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  Soul¬ 
winning-changing  lives  for  the  good  of  the  Kingdom  of  God! 

As  we  continue  on  our  journey  in  1999,  2000  and  beyond, 
let  us  dare  to  care  to  make  a  “Christian  Difference.”  Let  us 
strive  toward  ridding  ourselves  of  the  stuff  that  keeps  us  from 
growing  as  viable  corners  of  God’s  Kingdom;  let  us  risk  becom¬ 
ing  the  best  that  we  can  become  as  effective,  viable,  healthy 
local  churches.  Dale  Galloway  enumerates  five  qualities  com¬ 
mon  to  strong,  effective,  need-meeting  churches  around  the 
world:  1.  Clear-cut  vision  2.  Passion  for  the  lost  3.  Shared  min¬ 
istry  4.  Empowered  leaders  5.  Fervent  spirituality. 

As  we  continue  to  prepare  for  the  close  of  this  millennium, 
I  pray  that  our  passion  for  making  this  a  better  place  for  all  cre¬ 
ation  will  “bind  us  together  with  cords  that  cannot  be  broken” 
as  we  utilize  our  spiritual  gifts  to  share  the  Good  News: 

“For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  son,  that 
whoever  believes  in  him  should  not  perish  but  have  eternal 
life.”  John  3:16  RSV. 

To  that  I  can  only  say,  “What  a  Mighty  God  we  serve!” 

Freddie  C.  Henderson 


On  Jan.  9,  when  temperatures  in  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  area  were  expected  to  dip  below  freezing,  a  dis¬ 
trict  youth  project  collected  and  presented  172  blankets  to 
the  New  Orleans  Mission  and  Ozanam  Inn -both  shelters 
for  the  homeless.  Blankets  were  assembled  and  disbursed 
from  Felicity  UMC  at  a  service  led  by  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell. 


Henderson 
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Choirs  interested  in  participating  in  a  worship  service  during 
General  Conference,  May  2-12,  2000,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  must  submit 
an  audition  video  tape  no  later  than  March  15,  1999,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Cynthia  Wilson-Felder,  director  of  music  for  the  event. 

The  tape  must  include  examples  of  at  least  three 
musical  styles  such  as  hymns,  spirituals,  anthems 
and  gospel  music.  Choirs,  who  would  come  at 
their  own  expense,  should  be  available  to  sing  at 
any  one  of  the  daily  worship  services  to  which  y'f 
they  might  be  assigned.  1 

Wilson-Felder  said  choirs  of  all  ages  are 
encouraged  to  apply  as  well  as  bell  choirs,  signing 
choirs  and  liturgical  dancers.  Special  efforts  will  be  made  to  t  chute" ' 

select  choirs  for  the  week  that  represent  diverse  ethnic  back¬ 
grounds. 

Tapes  are  also  being  solicited  from  persons  who  would  like  to  offer  their  services 
as  organist  for  two  to  three  days  of  General  Conference.  Several  persons  will  be 
selected  to  serve  in  this  capacity,  Wilson-Felder  said. 

Audition  tapes,  photos  and  information  may  be  sent  to  Cynthia  Wilson-Felder,  Ben 
Hill  United  Methodist  Church,  2099  Fairburn  Road,  S.W.,  Atlanta,  GA  30331. 
Questions  may  be  directed  to  Wilson-Felder  at  (404)  344-0618,  Ext.  112.  --UMNS 


Epworth  by  the  Sea,  the  UM  Conference  Center  for  the  South  Georgia 
Conference,  will  offer  a  week  of  Elderhostel  study  emphasizing  the  life  of  John 
Wesley  March  14-19. 

A  second  course  will  explore  popular  hymn  texts,  including  those  of  Charles 

Wesley,  and  group  hymn  singing.  Epworth  is  located  on  St.  Simons  Island,  off 
the  coast  of  Brunswick,  Georgia. 

Elderhostel  is  open  to  adults  55  years  of  age  and  older  and  provides  meaningful 
learning  and  leisure  experiences.  For  information  on  how  to  enroll,  please  contact: 
Cindy  Doehring,  Elderhostel  Director,  Epworth  by  the  Sea,  Phone:  912-638-8688 
Email:  cindylou@gate.net. 


Spiritual  renewal,  from  front  page. 


A  clergy  choir  rehearses  for  a  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  for  Rev.  Louis  Coppage,  who  passed  away 
during  the  retreat. 


“This  has  been  a  very  good  ini¬ 
tial  experience  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  To  have  the 
gift  of  being  with  the  bishop  and 
members  of  the  conference 
through  our  three  days  in  retreat 
has  blessed  my  soul  and  enriched 
my  vision  for  collaboration  in 
mission  and  ministry."  -Victor 
McCullough,  Mt.  Zion  UMC, 

New  Orleans  (new  minister  in  La. 
as  of  July,  1998) 

“The  honest  sharing  of  our 
faith,  of  our  calling,  and  of  our 
pain  has  brought  us,  as  clergy  and  spiri¬ 
tual  leaders,  much  closer.” 

Bobby  Potter,  District  Superintendent, 
Shreveport 

“The  response  of  clergy  to  a  new 
awareness  of  ‘caring’  for  one  another  is 
real  connectionalism.  It  is  only  as  people 
join  in  this  commitment  to  connect  that 
desirable  change  is  likely  to  occur.  Did 
this  retreat  really  make  a  difference?  The 
following  week  I  received  a  call  from 
someone  in  my  covenant  group  just  to 
see  how  I  was  doing.”  -Pam  Crews, 
District  Missioner,  Alexandria 

“The  Spiritual  Renewal  Retreat  was  a 
great  getaway.  But  more  importantly  it 
was  an  opportunity  to  build  better  rela¬ 
tionships  with  more  clergy.  I  believe 
friendship  is  crucial  to  the  effectiveness 
of  our  connection  and  our  covenant.  It  is 
hard  to  dismiss  feal  friends,  or  gossip 
about  real  friends,  or  be  jealous  of  real 


friends.  Clergy  need  opportunities  to 
remember  what  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus 
and  through  our  relationship  to  Him, 
what  friends  we  have  in  each  other.” 
—Bill  Willis,  Campus  Minister,  Northeast 
Campus  Ministries,  Monroe 


Rev.  John  Winn  and  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon  join  in  song  at  the  retreat. 


Church  fulfills  wish  for  elevator 


by  Harriette  T.  Elrod 
First  UMC,  Tallulah 

How  many  of  you  have  heard  this  old 
saying?  It  goes  like  this:  “If  wishes  were 
horses,  beggars  would  ride.”  What  a 
strong  way  to  state  that  you  don’t  have 
much  of  a  chance  for  your  wish  to  come 
true!  Elizabeth  “Sissy”  Wilson  holds  a 
plaque  presented  to  her  by  members  of 
First  UMC,  Tallulah,  that  symbolizes  that 
her  wish  did  come  true.  Her  wish  was 
backed  by  prayer  and  strong  Christian 
fellowship  as  God’s 
people  worked  in  mis¬ 
sion  together. 

What  was  her  wish? 

What  was  this  church’s 
mission  in  action? 

Sissy  expressed  a 
wish  for  an  elevator  for 
her  beloved  church.  In 
fact,  at  the  January  27, 

1988,  meeting  of  the 
Open  Door  Circle  of 
United  Methodist 

Women,  the  minutes 
state:  “...  Sissy  Wilson 
led  the  discussion  of  the 
feasibility  of  installation 
of  a  church  elevator.” 

Many  years  later, 
these  ladies  were  at  a 
planning  session  of 
UMW  that  sat  at  the 
kitchen  table  of  Bonnie 
and  Jim  McDaniel.  Jim 
listened  to  the  strong 
arguments  for  an  eleva¬ 
tor  that  he  had  heard  repeated  many 
times  before.  Most  frequently  expressed 
were  remarks  like  the  following.  Access 
to  the  sanctuary  for  funerals  is  extremely 
difficult.  Many  immediate  family  mem¬ 
bers  cannot  attend  because  of  access  lim¬ 
itations.  Our  older  congregation  has 
many  different  types  of  mobility  prob¬ 
lems  that  an  elevator  would  solve.  Just 
think  of  those  poor  souls  trying  to  lift  the 
casket  up  those  long  and  steep  steps!  Just 
think  how  many  members  could  return 
to  coming  to  church  and  get  to  worship 
in  their  special  church  home. 

As  Jim  listened  to  these  and  other 
expressions  of  need,  he  agreed  writh  the 
group  that  these  needs  were  very  real.  As 
they  spread  the  discussion  throughout 
the  congregation,  more  and  more  mem¬ 
bers  became  convinced  that  now  was  the 
time  to  really  begin  a  drive  for  elevator 
funds. 


Most  of  you  can  appreciate  the  over¬ 
whelming  task  of  raising  money  for  an 
extra  project  in  a  small  church  that  is 
already  stressed  to  meet  its  financial 
obligations. 

The  Adminstrative  Board  charged  the 
committee  of  Elizabeth  Wilson,  Alice 
Gaumnitz,  Mabel  Clair  Placke,  Robert 
Elrod,  Johnny  Wilkins,  and  Jim  McDaniel 
to  raise  the  money  and  build  the  elevator 
at  a  meeting  in  November,  1997.  By  Aug. 
22,  1998,  the  elevator  was  available  for 


service.  Returning  families  for  two  recent 
funerals  rejoiced  that  their  loved-ones 
could  come  into  the  church  sanctuary  for 
the  funeral  services  that  typically  had  to 
be  held  at  the  mortuary  chapel. 

Many  heart-warming  stories  are 
shared  by  the  committee  about  joyful 
giving  and  giving  that  came  from  those 
who  truly  gave  above  and  beyond  their 
ability  with  penalty  to  their  own  needs. 

While  digging  the  area  for  the  eleva¬ 
tor,  a  horseshoe  was  in  the  dirt  dumped 
by  one  load.  Quickly,  it  was  claimed  by 
Jim  and  he  made  a  plaque  to  present  to 
Sissy.  The  horseshoe  came  from  the  ele¬ 
vator  excavation!  Wishes  might  not  be 
horses,  but  we  may  beg  a  ride  on  our 
elevator  any  time.  Come  visit  us  and  ride 
our  elevator.  Rejoice  with  us.  A  seeming¬ 
ly  impossible  task  was  completed  by 
God’s  grace  at  work  in  His  people. 

By  the  way.. .the  elevator  is  paid  for  in  full! 


Elizabeth  “Sissy”  Wilson  shows  off  the  plaque  made 
for  her  by  Robert  F.  Elrod  (left)  to  commemorate  the 
construction  of  First  UMC,  Tallulah’s  new  elevator. 


•  ••••••••  Important  Notice  ••••••••< 

According  to  Article  VI,  Rule  20  of  the  Conference  Rules  any  propos¬ 
al  for  Rule  changes  must  be  presented  to  the  Chairperson  of  the 
Rules  Committee  by  no  later  than  the  last  day  of  February.  The 
Chairperson  of  the  Conference  Rules  Committe  is 

Rev.  Steve  Caraway 
520  Herndon  St. 

Shreveport,  LA  71 101 

Fax:  (318)  425-7643;  E-mail:  noelumc@ciai.net 
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Interchurch  meeting 
slated  for  Alexandria 

The  Rev.  Fred  Kammer,  S.J.,  Executive 
Director  of  Catholic  Charities,  USA,  will 
give  the  keynote  address  when  the 
Annual  Assembly  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  convenes  at  First 
UMC,  Alexandria  March  1-2. 

In  his  address,  Kammer  will  focus  on 
“The  Church  and  Public  Policy,”  explor¬ 
ing  the  challenges  of  social  ministry'  and 
advocacy  on  behalf  of  the  poor  and  the 
voiceless  of  our  society. 

Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  will  deliver 
the  sermon  during  the  Assembly 
Worship  Service  March  1  at  6:30  p.m. 

Vera  W.  Blakes,  Assistant  Secretary, 
Department  of  Social  Service/Office  of 
Family  Support  for  the  State  of  Louisiana 
will  also  address  the  assembly,  dis¬ 
cussing  changes  in  welfare  reform. 

In  other  business  the  Assembly  dele¬ 
gates  will  hear  reports  from  task  forces 
and  commissions  relating  to  the  environ¬ 
ment  and  gun  control.  The  group  will 
also  consider  a  resolution  requesting 
public  and  private  groups  to  refrain  from 
scheduling  activities  for  children  and 
youth  before  1  p.m.  on  Sundays. 

Delegates  will  also  elect  new  officers 
and  board  members. 

Bishop  Thomas  Hoyt,  Jr.,  of  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
will  preside  at  the  two  day  meeting. 
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Conference  thanks  '98  MIM  director  Freneaux 


As  Mission  In  Motion  gears  up  for  a 
second  successful  year  of  gathering  relief 
supplies  for  the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown 
Depot  in  Baldwin,  La.,  the  conference 
applauds  Dave  Freneaux,  who  guided 
the  MIM  campaign  to  its  success  in  its  ini¬ 
tial  year. 

“Dave  took  the  seed  of  Mission  In 
Motion  to  a  bountiful  harvest.  Louisiana 
United  Methodism  is  in  his  debt  for  so 
ably  developing  and  implementing  this 
remarkable  initiative,”  said  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon. 

In  1998,  MIM  collected  nearly  35  tons 
of  relief  supplies  from  food  boxes  to 
flood  buckets. 


“Mission  In  Motion  enters  1999  with 
an  annual  conference  more  determined 
than  ever  to  share  its  resources  in  behalf 
of  hurting  persons.  We  know  how  to  do 
Mission  In  Motion!  We  are  ready  to 
achieve  new  records!”  Solomon  said. 

MIM  is  effective  because  it  provides  a 
way  for  church  members  to  put  their 
desire  to  help  others  into  action. 

“Mission  In  Motion  is  a  simple,  clearly 
focused  strategy  for  helping  people  help 
each  other.  It  works  because  it  provides 
a  constructive  mechanism  for  doing  com¬ 
passion  and  not  just  talking  about  it,”  the 
Bishop  said. 


•  ••••••••  Important  Notice  ••••••••• 

Applications  for  Lay  Delegate  positions  at  the  1 999  Annual  Conference 
are  due  March  1.  Contact  the  Conference  office  at  225-346-1646  or 
888-239-5286  (outside  Baton  Rouge)  for  a  copy  of  the  form  displayed 
below,  or  download  the  form  from  the  Conference  website  at 
www.gbgm-umc.org/louisiana-conference/ 


Louisiana  Conference 
Lay  Delegate  Information  Form 


Name: 

Home  address: 

Local  Church  Membership: 
District: 


Street 


City/State 


Zip 


Lay  delegates  to  the  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  shall  have  been  members  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least  two  years  and  shall  have  been  active  partici¬ 
pants  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least  four  years.  (Par.  34.  Article  V.,  The 
Book  of  Discipline') 


Church  leadership:  (Local  church  re 


District 


;es  held: 


N 


I  wish  to  serve  as  a  delegate  to  General  Conference  (May  1-12,  200%  in  Cleveland! 
Jurisdictional  Conference  (July  12-15,  2000,  in  Albuqt^m^,  N.M.)  bfcause: 


i)  or 


llities,  present  and  past) 


Conference  offices  held: 


Occupation/work: 

Community  involvement: 

1  meet  the  membership  qualifications  and  am  willing  and  able  to  commit  the  time  necessary  to 
participate  in  General  and/or  Jurisdictional  Conference,  including  preparation  time  as  well  as 
attendance  at  Conference. 

Please  be  concise. 


Please  sign  here 


Mail  by  MARCH  1,  1999  to: 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

Lay  Delegate  Application 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


In  Memoriam 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Rev.  Joe  Hunter  (retired,  serving 
Pleasant  Valley,  Ruston  District),  on  the 
death  of  his  brother,  Billy  Hunter.  The 
memorial  service  was  held  Feb.  10. 

Rev.  Oscar  Tippin,  Jr.  (Johnson 
Chapel,  Shreveport  District),  on  the 
death  of  his  wife,  Lizzie  Tippin.  The 
funeral  service  was  held  Feb.  6  at  the 
New  Bethel  Baptist  Church  *2. 


the  family  of  Mrs.  Alice  Guyre 
(Widow  of  Rev.  John  Guyre,  Acadiana 
District)  on  her  death.  On  Feb.  13,  a  ser¬ 
vice  conducted  by  Rev.  William 
Youngblood  was  held  at  Laond-Ardoin 
Funeral  Home  in  Opelousas,  followed 
by  a  funeral  service  at  Indian  Bayou 
UMC,  Houma,  conducted  by  Rev.  Robert 
Peterson  and  Rev.  Lloyd  Scott. 


COMING  SOON 


Asbury  UMC,  Bossier  City  will  host  a 
marriage  enrichment  retreat  Feb.  26-27  at 
the  Ryder  Inn  on  Hwy.  1  Bypass  in 
Natchitoches. 

Enrollment  is  limited  so  early  registra¬ 
tion  is  recommended.  Cost  is  $65  per 
couple. 

Contact  the  church  at  (318)  746-5349 
for  more  information.  ••••••• 

Dr.  Charles  Yrigoyen,  Jr.,  General 
Secretary,  and  Dr.  L.  Dale  Patterson, 
Archivist,  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  will  be  presenters 
at  the  two  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Workshops  on  Archives  and  History  in 
April. 

The  first  will  be  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
April  14-15  and  the  second  in  Dallas,  Tx. 
April  16-17. 

Information  and  registration  forms  for 
the  workshops  are  available  from  the 
Conference  office  in  Baton  Rouge. 


•  •••••••  Broadmoor  UMC, 

Baton  Rouge,  will  lead  a  “Prime  O’  Life” 
spring  trip  to  Callaway  Gardens, 
Savannah,  and  St.  Simon’s  Island  in 
Georgia. 

The  tour  will  also  visit  the  site  where 
John  Wesley  did  his  missionary  work  in 
the  Colonies. 

The  tour  will  also  cover  Civil  War 
sites,  F.D.R.’s  “Little  White  House”  and 
the  Naval  Air  Museum  in  Pensacola. 

The  group  departs  Mon.  May  10  and 
returns  Sat.  May  15.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Rev.  Karl  Klaus  at  (225)  924- 
6269. 

CONFERENCE 
Program  Calendar 

F  e  b  r 

Bishop’s  Sc 
Shrevep 


Conference  Center 
28  Volunteers  In  Mission 
Celebration  ‘99, 
Conference  Center 


Our  thanks  go  to  free-lance  writer 
and  consultant  Joshua  Lewis  who 
served  as  guest  editor  for  this  issue 
of  the  Review  while  Editor  Bobbie 
Armstrong  was  hospitalized  with 
pneumonia.  Please  keep  Bobbie  in 
your  prayers  as  she  recuperates. 

--Rena  Yocom 
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Mail  news,  photos/subscriptions  to 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Edition 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
225.346.1646 
7225.383.2652  fax 


Dan  E.  Solomon,  Bishop 
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Send  PS  Form  3579  to  P.0.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 


TX  75266-0275 
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Church  Careers  celebrates  25th  year  at  Centenary 


by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

Rev.  Jayne  Trammell-Kelly  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  the  first  year  of  Centenary’s 
School  of  Church  Careers  in  1974.  The 
program  changed  her  life. 

“It  transformed  my  whole  relationship 
with  God.  It  was  just  a  great  place  to 
come  and  figure  out  if  God  was  calling 
me  to  ministry  or  not,  and  I  found  out 
that  God  was.” 

In  fact,  as  Church  Careers  celebrates 
its  twenty-fifth  anniversary  this  year, 
Trammell-Kelly  now  finds  herself  director 
of  the  program  which  is  designed  to  pre¬ 
pare  students  for  a  life  of  Christian  ser¬ 
vice  and  ministry. 

As  part  of  the  celebration,  the  program 
is  presenting  two  workshops  led  by  Dr. 
Tex  Sample,  Saturday,  March  27  in 
Kilpatrick  Auditorium. 

At  1:00  p.m.  Sample  will  discuss  his 
latest  book,  “The  Spectacle  of  Worship  in 
a  Wired  World.”  The  second  workshop, 
entitled  “The  Future  Is  Here,  But  You 
Can’t  See  It  From  There,”  also  uses  the 
book  as  a  foundation  and  starts  at  7:00 
p.m.  A  professor  at  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Sample 
works  and  teaches  in  the  areas  of  U.S. 
culture  and  social  change.  The  presenta¬ 
tions  are  co-sponsored  by  Centenary’s 


Wilson  Lecture  Series. 

An  extracurricular  program,  Church 
Careers  is  open  to  students  of  all  majors 
who  are  interested  in  exploring  a  career 
in  the  ministry. 

“We  look  for  people  who  are  truly 
searching  for  where  God  is  leading  them 
and  how  they  want  to  serve  God  in  their 
lives,”  Trammell-Kelly  said. 

Church  Careers  works  as  a  support 


system  for  the  academic  environment,  a 
place  where  students  are  challenged  and 
encouraged  in  their  faiths,  she  said. 

“While  they’re  taking  academic  cours¬ 
es  in  religion,  they’re  able  to  meet  in  a 
small  group  where  they  can  talk  about 
how  this  might  challenge  their  idea  of  the 
Bible  or  religion  in  ways  they  hadn’t 
thought  of  before.” 

Though  not  a  formal  curriculum, 
Church  Careers  participants  are  required 
to  take  selected  religion  courses  such  as 


Old  Testament,  New  Testament  and 
Development  of  Christian  Thought, 
among  others. 

Religious  leaders  from  the  Shreveport 
and  Bossier  City  communities  facilitate 
the  small  group  discussions. 

Students  are  also  required  to  keep  a 
theological  journal  on  such  topics  as 
eschatology  and  soteriology. 

Though  students  from  several  denom¬ 
inations — including  Roman 

Catholic  and  Lutheran — participate, 
most  are  United  Methodist,  and  the 
program  is  taught  from  a  United 
Methodist  perspective,  Trammell- 
Kelly  said. 

As  a  final  component  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  every  semester  each  student 
is  placed  in  a  church  or  social  ser¬ 
vices  agency  where  they  give  their 
time  in  ministry,  she  said.  The  volunteer 
requirements  start  out  at  2  hours  per 
week  in  the  first  year  of  the  program, 
increasing  to  4  hours  per  week  in  the 
second  year.  During  their  junior  and 
senior  years,  students  in  the  program  are 
expected  to  give  6  hours  weekly  to  vol¬ 
unteer  ministry. 

“So  while  they’re  getting  their  academ¬ 
ic  understanding  about  religion  and 
vocation,  they’re  also  using  their  hands  to 
serve  God,”  Trammell-Kelly  said. 


Centenary  to  host  talk 
on  Suzanna  Wesley 

Centenary  College  will  present  a 
lecture  on  Suzanna  Wesley,  mother 
of  Methodism’s  founder  John  Wesley, 
at  6  p.m.,  March  11,  in  Kilpatrick 
Auditorium.  Admission  is  free. 

Dr.  W.  Stephen  Gunter  will  speak 
on  “Charity  Begins  at  Home:  The 
Theology  of  Suzanna  Wesley”  as  part 
of  the  college’s  President’s  Forum 

“Methodism  was  born  on  the  lap 
of  Suzanna  Wesley,  and  it  helps  to 
know  what  she  was  teaching  her 
sons  John  and  Charles,”  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon  said. 

Please  see  Wesley,  Page  8 


UM  Men  "Torchbearers"  retreat  slated 


Louisiana  United  Methodist  Men 
(UMM)  will  hold  their  second  annual 
“Torch  Bearers”  Retreat  April  9-10  at  the 
Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth. 

Speakers  for  the  event 
will  be  Robert  Powell, 

National  UMM  president, 
and  Rev.  Scott  Bullock, 
associate  pastor  at  Asbury 
UMC,  Lafayette. 

“Our  goal  is  to  help 
men  to  learn  and  grow  and  support  one 
another  in  their  walk  with  Christ,”  said 
James  “Jay”  Hinckley,  president  of 
Louisiana  UMM. 

This  year’s  retreat  will  focus  on  the 


Powell 


theme,  “Bringing  Christ  into  the 
Workplace.” 

The  theme  of  last  year’s  retreat 
focused  on  fostering 
Christ’s  presence  in  the 
home.  Next  year,  the 
retreat  will  focus  on 
Christ’s  presence  in  the 
church,  Hinckley  said. 

The  three-fold  empha¬ 
sis  reflects  the  broader 
mission  of  UMM,  he  said. 
Registration  is  from  1-  5  p.m.  April  9. 
The  group  will  gather  at  7  p.m.  The 
retreat  ends  at  3  p.m.  April  10. 

For  more  information,  contact  Jay 
Hinckley  at  (318)  777-3460. 


Bullock 


Pastor  recalls  days 
in  Church  Careers 

by  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell 
First  UMC,  Lafayette 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  I  finished 
Minden  High  School.  I  did  not  even 
know  Centenary  College  existed.  At 
the  conclusion  of  a  revival,  Dave 
Stone  urged  me  to  consider  a  new 
program  at  Centenary  that  was  con¬ 
centrating  on  training  leaders  for  the 
church’s  future.  Subsequendy,  1 
enrolled  in  Centenary  College  and 
became  a  part  of  the  Church  Careers 
program.  The  combination  of  Church 
Careers  and  the  liberal  arts  education 
at  Centenary  changed  my  life. 

Twenty-four  years  ago,  I  began 
serving  local  churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  as  a  student 
local  pastor.  Being  a  part  of  the 
Church  Careers  program  gave  me  a 
great  understanding  of  what  it  means 
to  celebrate  the  Christian  faith.  Every 
Wednesday  in  Kilpatrick  Auditorium, 
we  gathered  as  a  community.  We 
sang  and  celebrated.  We  heard  the 
best  of  Christian  thought  from  many 
perspectives.  We  listened  to  one 
another.  It  was  an  experience  that  is 
close  to  what  we  see  in  community  in 

Please  see  Careers,  Page  8 
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Bishop  Dan  Solomon 


Being  and  Doing 

The  Ministry  of 
Connecting 


There  is  preaching.  There  is  teaching. 
There  is  serving.  And,  there  is  connect¬ 
ing!  What  could  happen  in  people’s  lives 
if  the  “ministry  of  connecting”  were  ele¬ 
vated  in  visibility  and  priority? 

I  am  convinced  that  “the  ministry  of 
connecting”  may  be  one  of  the  most 
important  ministry  functions  that  can  be 
fulfilled  by  pastors  and  lay  leaders. 

Consider  the  following  illustrations  of 
the  ministry  of  connecting: 

♦A  young  person  is  asked  by  her  pas¬ 
tor  to  attend  a  summer  camp  of  a 
“Happening”  and  their  life  is  profoundly 
claimed  by  God’s  grace  in  new  and  spe¬ 
cial  ways,  so  much  so  that  this  young 
person’s  faithfulness  touches  other  lives 
and  helps  transform  an  entire  group  of 
youth. 

♦A  medical  doctor,  whose  life  is 
stressed  by  patient  overload,  governmen¬ 
tal  regulation  gridlock,  and  increasing 
possessions  that  possess  him  is  encour¬ 
aged,  even  pestered  to  go  on  a  VIM  trip 
to  Mexico,  where  he  encounters  the 
vibrant  faith  and  great  need  of  humble 
people  who  can’t  pay  him  for  his  skill 
but  leave  him  richer  in  the  meaning  of 
life. 

♦A  couple  trapped  by  the  daily  neces¬ 
sity  of  two  careers,  taxi  service  for  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  children’s  activities,  and  an 
emptiness  in  life  and  in  relationships  that 
is  present,  but  not  acknowleded,  is  invit¬ 
ed  to  attend  a  Cursillo  weekend  where 
they  discover  in  new  and  deep  ways 
their  love  for  God,  for  each  other,  and  for 
new  possibilities  in  heart  and  life. 

♦A  lay  leader  who  has  been  grasped 
by  the  joy  and  insight  that  come  from 
disciplined,  fruitful  study  in  DISCIPLE  I 
finally  convinces  a  friend  that  the  friend 
can  find  the  time  to  prepare  for  class  and 
that  the  effort  will  be  well  worth  it,  only 
to  have  the  friend  become  so  impacted 
by  DISCIPLE  Bible  Study  that  the  friend 
begins  a  journey  that  leads  to  becoming 
the  pastor  of  a  small  congregation  that  is 


now  flourishing  in  transformed  fashion. 

♦A  pastor  invites  a  member  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  attend  a  seminar  on  estate 
planning  and  Christian  stewardship  and 
the  member  is  both  informed  and 
inspired,  so  much  so  that  the  member 
establishes  an  endowment  fund  to  bene¬ 
fit  people  and  institutions. 

♦A  church  member  who  volunteers  in 
a  mission  center  convinces  a  friend  to 
also  volunteer  for  just  two  or  three 
months,  and  the  friend  discovers  a  sense 
of  meaning  and  purpose  so  long  lost 
from  the  friend’s  own  life,  that  the  friend 
helps  her  congregation  pioneer  a  new 
ministry  to  care  for  the  suffering. 

♦A  lay  person  in  a  congregation  is 
asked  by  the  pastor  to  be  on  a  Kairos 
Prison  Ministry  Team,  with  the  pastor 
assuring  the  apprehensive  member  that 
God’s  presence  will  give  him  strength, 
that  the  pastor  will  be  there  to  lean  on, 
and  that  the  “team”  will  help  each  other, 
with  the  result  that  the  member  “encoun¬ 
ters  God  in  prison,”  commenting  to  an 
astonished  congregation,  “I  had  to  go  to 
prison  to  find  what  was  missing  in  my 
life.” 

So  convinced  am  I  that  the  ministry  of 
connecting  is  critical  and  urgent,  that 
plans  are  being  formulated  to  have 
“coaching  clinics”  to  teach  pastors  and 
laity  the  art  and  skill  of  the  “ministry  of 
connecting.” 

There  is  no  shortage  of  potentially 
life-changing  experiences  available  to 
our  people.  Likewise,  there  is  no  lack  of 
persons  who  are  hungry  for  spiritual 
experiences  of  depth-persons  who  are 
searching  for  a  deeper  walk  with  God 
and  a  life  that  has  joy  and  purpose. 

What  is  needed  is  a  host  of  pastors 
and  laity  who  develop  and  practice  the 
“ministry  of  connecting.” 


Dan  E.  Solomon 


15th  annual  La.  pastors'  golf  tour¬ 
ney  scheduled  in  Brusley 


by  Dr.  H.A.  “Peter”  Harrington 
St.  Matthews  UMC,  Metarie 

Has  it  really  been  15  years  that  we 
have  been  gathering  each  Spring  to  wit¬ 
ness  some  great  golf  shots  and  some 
shots  we  would  just  as 
soon  forget?  It  has 
indeed!  And  here  we  go 
again,  at  the  West  Side 
Golf  Club  in  Brusley, 

Tuesday,  April  13- 

Brusley  is  located 
directly  across  the  river 
from  Baton  Rouge,  and 
the  West  Side  Club  is 
easily  reached  by  taking 
Louisiana  Highway  1 
South  just  as  you  come 
off  the  Baton  Rouge 
bridge,  or  by  taking  the 
Louisiana  Highway  1 
South  Exit  from  1-10  as 
you  approach  the  bridge. 

The  fee  for  this  year’s  tournament  is 
$38,  which  includes  half-cart,  green  fee, 
and  a  full  steak  dinner.  As  usual,  we  will 
have  our  annual  putting  contest  at  noon 
and  begin  teeing  off  in  groups  of  four  at 
12:30  p.m. 

Prizes  and  awards  for  longest  drive, 
closest  to  the  pin,  and  a  variety  of  other 


skilled  shots  will  be  given  out  as  always. 
One  change  this  year  from  the  past:  after 
the  tournament,  as  we  draw  names  out 
of  the  hat  for  those  many  prizes  and 
goodies  that  are  always  left  over,  you 
must  be  present  in 
order  to  receive 
them.  If  you  have 
access  to  anyone 
who  wishes  to 
donate  either  prizes 
or  anything  that  will 
enhance  the  tourna¬ 
ment,  please  let  us 
know.  Any  layper¬ 
sons  wishing  to 
donate  $100  to  the 
tournament  may  play 
and  eat  free  as  a  full 
sponsor.  Spouses  or 
family  friends  that 
wish  to  eat  in  the 
evening  but  not  play  will  be  charged  $10. 

It’s  going  to  be  another  great  tourna¬ 
ment!  If  you  did  not  get  a  registration 
card,  then  contact  our  registrar  immedi¬ 
ately:  Rev.  Jack  Phelps,  23645  Church  St., 
Plaquemine,  La.  70764;  telephone:  (225) 
687-2384. 

We’ll  see  you  April  13  for  a  rare  day  of 
fellowship  among  us  all. 


Peace  with  Justice  essay  deadline  nears 


“Economic  Justice”  is  the  topic  for  the 
1999  Peace  With  Justice  essay  contest 
sponsored  by  the  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

The  essay  should  be  500-600  words. 
Submission  deadline  is  March  31- 

The  first  place  essay  will  garner  $500. 
Second  place  will  take  $250;  third  place, 
$150;  fourth  place,  $100. 

Participants  must  be  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  grades  9-12 
in  the  1998-99  school  year. 

Resource  packets  are  available  at  dis¬ 
trict  offices  for  contestants  to  use  with 
their  own  materials. 

“Contestants  will  benefit  from  their 
participation  by  learning  more  about  the 
Peace  With  Justice  program,  and  their 
essays  can  be  included  on  resumes  and 


college  applications,”  said  Rev.  Steven  J. 
Porter,  coordinator  of  the  competition. 

Essays  will  be  judged  on  content  and 
interpretaion  of  the  Christian  perspective 
on  economic  justice.  A  biblical  founda¬ 
tion  for  Peace  With  Justice  and  guidance 
from  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  should  be  integrated  into  the 
essay,  he  said. 

The  essay  should  also  provide  infor¬ 
mation  on  action  United  Methodists 
should  take  to  help  alleviate  the  prob¬ 
lems  preventing  economic  justice  and  to 
help  create  and  maintain  a  more  just 
society,  he  said. 

Essays  should  be  sent  before  the 
March  31  deadline  to  Rev.  Steven  J. 
Porter,  Westlake  UMC,  P.O.  Box  536, 
Westlake,  La.,  70669. 


Historical  register  project  to  catalogue  every  church  with  photo,  history  and  map 


by  Tim  Hebert 

Vice-chair,  Conference  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History 

Wouldn’t  it  be  interesting  to  see  all  of 
the  churches  in  our  conference? 
However,  to  visit  them  in  person  would 
require  a  trip  of  over  10,000  miles  in  an 
entire  month  of  continuous  traveling!  The 
next  best  thing  is  to  be  able  to  consult  a 
book  covering  all  555  churches.  Such  a 
book  is  actually  underway;  in  fact,  it  is 
halfway  completed. 

.V  .'j'jg’J  L-'VJ  i IvlfiU'.W 


The  Historical  Register  project  is 
designed  to  gather  material  on  every 
church  in  the  conference.  This  includes  a 
photograph,  brief  history,  map  direc¬ 
tions,  and  basic  statistics  on  each 
church.  The  southern  half  of  the  state 
has  been  done,  and  a  booklet  compiled 
for  each  district.  The  northern  part  of  the 
state  will  be  completed  in  1999.  Early 
next  year,  the  data  will  be  compiled  into 
a  single  book  of  all  of  the  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  conference. 


Tentative  plans  are  to  have  the  volume 
completed  by  Annual  Conference  2000. 

What  can  you  do  to  help?  I’m  glad 
you  asked!  There  are  many  churches 
that  have  not  sent  any  information.  A 
listing  of  churches  that  need  to  send  in  a 
short  church  history  can  be  found  on  the 
district  webpages  at  the  Louisiana 
Conference  website:  <http://www.gbgm- 
umc.org/louisiana-conference/>.  Please 
have  your  historian,  lay  leader,  or  pastor 
check  your  district’s  page.  If  your  church 

'  t  x.  •  *  K  j  .  t  11 


is  in  a  southern  district  and  hasn’t  sent  in 
a  history,  please  do  so  now. 

Also,  northern  churches  (Alexandria, 
Shreveport,  Ruston,  Monroe  Districts)  are 
encouraged  to  send  in  a  short  history 
within  the  next  two  months.  Material  can 
be  send  by  postal  mail  to: 

Tim  Hebert,  Historical  Register  Project, 
314  Richard  Dr.,  Houma,  LA  70364.  It  can 
also  be  sent  more  quickly  and  easily  via 
e-mail  to:  hebert@cheerful.com. 
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Pension  board  approves  special  pay-out 


by  United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  clergy  and  laity  who 
participate  in  the  church’s  largest  invest¬ 
ment  fund  will  receive  a  special  distribu¬ 
tion  of  5  percent  for  1998,  in  addition  to 
the  6.5  percent  credit  already  approved 
for  their  accounts. 

The  special  distribution  means  an 
additional  $127,263-62  in  interest  paid  on 
pension  funds  invested  with  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions,  said  Rev.  Carl  E. 
Rhoads,  Pensions  Benefit  Officer  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

The  total  interest  paid  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  on  funds  deposited  with  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  for  1998  was 
$222,209.81. 

These  funds  will  aid  in  the  back-fund¬ 
ing  of  past  service  years  prior  to  1982 
and  in  the  annual  increase  of  the  annuity 
rate  paid  to  pensioners  for  these  service 
years,  Rhoads  said. 

Directors  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits 
approved  the  additional  distribution  at 
their  winter  meeting,  Jan.  25-26. 

The  move  will  likely  please  con¬ 
stituents  who  had  questioned  why  a  spe¬ 
cial  pay-out  was  not  approved  last  fall. 

The  board’s  investment  committee 
and  executive  committee  had  declined  in 
October  to  issue  the  special  distribution 
in  addition  to  the  6.5  percent  credit.  At 
'Jthe  time,  the  stock  market  was  down  and 
the  board’s  reserves  were  too  low  to  war¬ 
rant  the  extra  pay-out.  However,  by  the 
|  end  of  the  year,  the  market  had  rebound- 
|  ed  to  the  point  where  the  distribution 
became  feasible  again. 


“Looking  at  the  balances  of  funds  in 
October,  clearly  a  special  distribution 
was  not  called  for,”  said  Barbara 
Boigegrain,  the  agency’s  top  staff  execu¬ 
tive.  The  committees  made  the  appropri¬ 
ate  decision  at  the  time,  she  said,  adding: 
“It’s  a  lesson  in  the  volatility  of  the  mar¬ 
kets.” 

Along  with  the  6.5  percent  credit,  the 
special  distribution  will  give  constituents 
a  total  return  for  diversified  investment 
fund  accounts  of  11.82  percent  for  the 
entire  year.  The  money  will  be  credited 
to  accounts  that  had  a  balance  as  of  Dec. 
31  and  for  which  diversified  investment 
fund  earnings  were  credited  during  1998. 
The  distribution  will  be  based  on  the 
amount  of  time  that  money  was  invested 
in  the  diversified  investment  fund  during 
the  year. 

The  diversified  investment  fund  is  the 
agency’s  largest  pool  of  investment  dol¬ 
lars.  The  board  typically  sets  a  base  cred¬ 
it  each  year.  Then,  depending  on  how 
the  market  performed  and  the  agency’s 
own  level  of  reserves,  the  directors 
decide  whether  to  make  a  special  distri¬ 
bution. 

Reserve  levels  and  investment  earn¬ 
ings  aren’t  always  high  enough  to  justify 
such  a  move,  and  no  such  distribution 
was  made  in  1990  or  1994  for  that  rea¬ 
son. 

The  special  distribution  will  be  credit¬ 
ed  back  as  of  Dec.  31,  so  it  will  be  part 
of  1998  earnings,  Boigegrain  said.  As  a 
result,  year-end  statements  to  partici¬ 
pants  will  be  delayed. 


A  WORD  TO  WITNESS 


The  neighbor  we  don’t  know 


by  Ezra  Earl  Jones 

General  Board  of  Discipleship 

Time  spent  with  the  people  of  Angola 
reminded  me  again  that  for  people  to 
live  well,  they  need  the  basics:  food,  the 
right  kinds  of  food  and  enough  food. 
They  need  a  place  of  shelter,  and  they 
need  good  water.  They  also  need  the 
opportunity  for  education. 

I  am  also  reminded  that  they  need  to 
know  that  God  sees  and  cares: 
Sometimes  their  only  manifestation  of 
God’s  love  may  come  from  neighbors 
they  do  not  know. 

Our  journey  to  southern  Africa  took 
us  to  both  Angola  and  Mozambique. 
Toward  the  end>of  our  trip,  we  were  in 
Inhambane,  Mozambique.  We  stayed  in  a 
deserted  building  that  had  once  been  a 
dormitory.  There  was  running  water,  but 
not  hot  water.  The  people  who  live  there 


do  not  have  hot  water  either,  unless  they 
heat  water  for  a  particular  purpose.  They 
knew,  however,  that  we  would  be  accus¬ 
tomed  to  having  hot  water  for  our  morn¬ 
ing  showers.  So  people  from  The  United 
Methodist  Church  there  heated  water  and 
brought  it  in  buckets  to  each  of  our 
rooms. 

When  a  young  man  stopped  at  our 
door,  we  could  not  understand  what  he 
was  saying  or  offering.  We  were  not  able 
to  accept  his  gift  because  we  did  not 
understand  what  it  was. 

The  thought  keeps  haunting  me:  They 
brought  warm  water,  and  we  did  not 
know  how  to  accept  it. 

Oh  God,  you  are  delivering  tire  poor 
of  the  world  to  our  door!  Oh  God,  help 
us  to  receive  them!  Help  us  to  receive  the 
gift  we  do  not  know!  Help  us  to  care  for 
the  neighbor  we  do  not  know! 


Don’t  forget  to  begin  collecting  for  the 
‘Hope  for  the  Children  of  Africa’  Miracle 
Night  Offering.  The  time  is  now! 
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IRS  drops  mileage  rate  for  business  use 


by  United  Methodist  Newscope 

Due  to  the  decline  in  gas  prices  and 
declining  depreciation  rates  on  cars,  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service  is  dropping  its 
mileage  rate  for  business  use  of  auto¬ 
mobiles  from  32.5  cents  per  mile  to  31 
cents  per  mile.  The  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  legal 
department  says  churches  that  have 
been  reimbursing  persons  at  the  rate  of 

32.5  cents  per  mile  may  want  to  lower 
the  rate  to  31  cents  as  of  April  1.  If  your 
church  continues  at  the  32.5  cent  rate, 
the  salary-paying  unit  must  report  the 

1.5  cents  per-mile  reimbursement  as 
taxable  income.  Persons  deducting 


unreimbursed  mileage  expense  on  their 
tax  forms  may  use  the  32.5  cents  figure 
prior  to  April  1,  1999,  and  31  cents 
thereafter. 

Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Administrative  Services,  said  that 
this  reduction  of  mileage  rate  for  busi¬ 
ness  use  of  automobiles  will  not  effect 
the  mileage  rate  paid  by  the  Conference 
for  reimbursement  of  volunteers  using 
their  automobiles  in  the  service  of  the 
Conference. 

This  rate  will  continue  to  be  15  cents 
per  mile  or  18  cents  per  mile  where 
three  or  more  people  are  in  an  auto¬ 
mobile. 


Connected  Through  'A  Portion  Meant1 

for  Others 


New  beginnings  are  possible 


Having  been  a  member  of  Immanuel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  for 
32  years,  it  affords  me  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  to  write  these  words  of  grati¬ 
tude  for  the  assistance  provided  by  the 
Board  of  Church  Extension  and  the  1000 
Club.  We  have  an  outstanding  facility 
now  that  could  not  have 
been  accomplished  with¬ 
out  the  help  of  these  enti¬ 
ties  which  operate  solely 
from  funds  provided  by 
United  Methodists 

throughout  the  state  of 
Louisiana. 

The  members  of  the 
Immanuel  United 

Methodist  Church  and  I 
have  gained  a  new  appre¬ 
ciation  for  our  connectionalism  through 
this  experience  and  would  like  to 
express  sincere  appreciation  to  all  partic¬ 
ipating  United  Methodists  for  providing 
the  funds  for  building  and  supplement¬ 


ing  our  pastors  salary  throughout  this 
process.  New  beginnings  are  possible 
because  of  your  generosity.  Also,  I 
would  encourage  those  individuals  and 
churches  who  have  not  participated  in 
the  past  to  become  a  part  of  these  vital 
and  gratifying  ministries  of  establishing 
and  assisting  new  churdtes. 

We  are  now  growing 
and  flourishing  under  the 
able  leadership  of  our 
new  pastor  and  soon  will 
be  able  to  stand  on  our 
own  financially.  Thanks  to 
caring  United  Methodists, 
my  faith  has  been 
strengthened  and  a  new 
ministry  has  been 
strengthened.  I  covet  your 
continued  prayers  and  for  your  generos¬ 
ity  we  are  all  truly  grateful. 

Sincerely, 

Leander  Gray,  III 

Secretary/Treasurer 


Leander  Gray  HI 


DISCIPLE  Bible  Study  slated  for  B.R.  in  August 


DISCIPLE  Bible  Study  Training 
Seminar  is  returning  to  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  this  summer. 

It  will  be  held  in  Baton  Rouge  Aug. 
26-28.  The  three-day  session  offers  qual¬ 
ity  training  with  active  participation  and 


using  DISCIPLE  resources.  The  cost 
includes  two  nights  lodging,  scheduled 
meals,  training,  and  leadership  materials 
and  resources  for  a  group  of  12.  Cost  for 
each  additional  particpant  is  $250. 

Scholarships  will  be  available. 


valuable  hands-on  experience  with  the 
DISCIPLE  resources.  There  will  also  be 
special  break-away  sessions  for  leaders 
of  Into  the  Word,  Into  the  World  and 
Remember  Who  X<pu  Are! 

The  enrollment  fee  is  $650  for  a  rep¬ 
resentative  from  a  church  not  already 


Contact  the  Conference  Office  of  Ministry 
Resourcing  at  (225)  346-1646  or  (888) 
329-5286  for  details. 

For  more  information  or  to  register  for 
a  training  event,  call  (800),; 072-1789,  or 
fax  to  (615)  749-6049.  DISCIPLE’s’ inter¬ 
net  site  is  www.umph.org/disciple. 
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124  Lisa  Lane 
Mandeville,  LA  70448 
(504)  626-0918 


District  Superintendent 

Dr.  Grayson  Watson 

Communication  Advisor 

Rev.  Wanda  Cosentino 


In  Memory  of... 


Rev.  Louis  Coppage  of  the  Pine  Ridge- 
Tangipahoa  Charge,  who  passed 
away  Jan.  25,  while  attending  the 
Retreat  for  All  Persons  Under 
Appointment  at  the  Conference 
Center.  Louis  was  a  gentle  spirit  and 
as  the  Bishop  said  at  the  funeral,  a 
gentle  man  went  “gently  into  the 
good  night.”  We  offer  our  prayers  to 
his  wife  Mattie  Rae  and  to  his  chil¬ 
dren. 


Church  serves  up  the  Gospel  with  pancakes  and  eggs 


by  Rev.  Wanda  Cosentino 
District  Communication 
Advisor 

The  Prayer  Breakfast 
Ministry  at  Loranger  UMC 
began  with  a  vision  in  1995. 

Prior  to  Emile  Tosso’s 
appointment  to  the  church, 

God  placed  the  idea  of  a 
prayer  breakfast  outreach 
ministry  into  his  heart.  The 
outreach  breakfast  ministry 
was  not  possible  at  the 
church  that  he  was  attending, 
and  his  vision  would  have  to 
wait  for  another  time  and 
place. 

After  having  been  appointed  to 
Loranger  UMC,  in  January,  1998,  the 
church’s  administrative  board  gave  Tosso 
$50  to  start  the  breakfast.  At  7:15  a.m.  on 
the  first 

Tuesday  of 
1998,  10  high 
school  stu¬ 
dents,  all  from 
the  United 
Methodist 
Y  o  u  t  h 
Foundation, 
attended  the 
breakfast.  The 
same  10  stu¬ 
dents  attend¬ 
ed  the  second 
breakfast.  It 

was  obvious  that  neither  the  older  mem¬ 
bers  nor  the  church  youth  were  getting  a 
response  from  other  students.  Tosso  sub¬ 
stituted  at  the  school  and  invited  students 
to  the  church  for  breakfast.  Twenty-five 
attended  breakfast  number  three. 

The  $50  seed  money  was  spent  on  the 
first  three  breakfasts.  There  was  no 
money  for  a  fourth  breakfast.  On  the 
Monday  before  that  breakfast,  a  person 


from  another  church  several  miles  from 
Loranger,  heard  about  the  breakfast  and 
felt  led  by  God  to  contribute  $100  to  the 
ministry.  It  was  needed  because  over 
70  students  attended. 

The  average  attendance  through 
the  rest  of  the  year 
was  over  60  students, 
many  of  whom  were 
“unchurched.” 
Throughout  the  year, 
money  and  food 
were  given  to  the 
ministry.  Cooks  and 
servers  showed  up 
unsolicited  for  each 
breakfast.  At  the  end 
of  the  school  year, 
$200  was  in  the 
breakfast  account 
and  20  pounds  of 
pancake  mix  and  a  case  of  bacon 
were  in  the  freezer.  Talk  about 
loaves  and  fishes! 

Prior  to  the  start  of  this  year,  another 
anonymous  donor  from  a  neighboring 
parish  felt  called  by  God  to  give  $425  to 
the  ministry.  The  ministry  began  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  the  school  year  with 
about  50  kids  and  has  grown  to  150  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  middle  school  and  high 


school. 

The  prayer  breakfast  is  free, 
and  food  is  served  from  7:15  - 
7:40  a.m.  Ping-pong  tables  are 
available  to  the  youth  and  con¬ 
temporary  Christian,  alternative 
Christian  or  Christian  rap  music  is 
played  on  portable  CD  players.  At 
7:40,  Tosso  leads  in  prayer  and 
solicits  “prayer  requests  and  prais¬ 
es”  from  the  group.  A  devotion 
on  some  aspect  of  living  the 
Christian  life  follows  the  prayer. 
Every  devotion  ends  with  a 
prayer  of  dedication  for  the 
youth,  followed  by  Tosso  leading 
some  of  these  youth  in  praying  the  sin¬ 
ner’s  prayer  and  accepting  Jesus  Christ  as 


their  Lord  and  Savior. 

God  is  truly  working  at  Loranger  UMC 
through  the  dedication  of  Tosso  and  all 
of  those  who  have  given  of  their  time 
and  money  to  make  this  so  successful.  A 
vision  became  a  reality.  The  real  winners 
are  the  children  who  are  being  “fed.” 


'Hope  for  Children'  collections  underway 


In  January  of  this  year,  the  three 
churches  of  the  Pine  Grove-Montpelier- 
Nesom  Memorial  Charge  began  “socking 
the  money  away”  for  the  “Hope  for  the 
Children  of  Africa”  Miracle  Night 
Offering. 

The  young  children  of  these  churches 
literally  began  collecting  the  money  in 
special  socks  which  were  made  and 


TCease 

note- .  .  . 

donated  by  Mary  Esther  O’Malley.  They 
make  this  collection  two  times  a  month. 
Members  are  asked  to  either  give  the 
goal  of  $5  each,  or  just  begin  with  loose 
change.  This  is  not  the  only  way  money 
can  be  collected.  Members  can  order 
‘Hope  Crosses’  from  the  district  or 
Conference  offices,  or  host  any  of  sever¬ 
al  creative  fundraising  events,  such  as  a 
“non-movie”  night,  that  were  listed  in  the 
Feb.  19  issue  of  the  Review. 

Use  your  imagination  but  remember,  all 
the  glory  goes  to  God  and  the  monies  col¬ 
lected  will  be  used  to  help  relieve  some  of 
the  devastating  effects  of  civil  war  taking 
place  in  Africa.  Children  in  Africa  have 
been  most  affected  as  schools  and  clinics 


Send  articles,  stories  and 
pictures  to: 

Rev.  Wanda  Cosentino 

P.O.  Box  563  - 

Greensbd^ti00M  x: 
Questions?  Call  (22^)  22^3302. 


were  destroyed  and  the  economy  was  dev¬ 
astated  to  such  a  degree  that  many  families 
cannot  obtain  food,  clothing  or  shelter.  We 
have  important  work  to  do  in  the  name  of 
;G  ;s  t  Jesus  CHHst-  I  know  that  you  will' all  do 
Q  .5”  yourpart.-Re*'.  Wanda  Cosentino 


International  baptism  at  Livingston  UMC 


Rev.  Linda  Hagan, 
pastor  of  Livingston 
UMC,  rejoiced  with 
the  congregation  for 
this  child  who  is  part 
of  the  wonderful  fam¬ 
ily  of  God.  She  has  a 
family  heritage  which 
spans  three  conti¬ 
nents. 

Four-month-old 
Isabelle  Estelle  Casas 
was  baptized  last  fall 
and  family  from 
around  the  globe 
came  to  celebrate  this  special  day. 
Present  were  her  parents,  Orlando 
and  Lisa  Casas,  sister  Olivia,  maternal 
grandmother,  Maxie  McLin,  and 
maternal  great-grandmother,  Geanie 
Fairburn,  all  of  Livingston;  paternal 
grandfather,  Orlando  .Casas  of 
Columbia,  South  America,  paternal 


grandmother  Lorraine  McConell  of 
New  York  City  and  paternal  great¬ 
grandmother,  May  Mathews  of  Forfal, 
Scotland.  Her  maternal  grandfather 
is  the  late  Lester  McLin,  Sr.,  of 
Livingston. 

It  was  an  international  occasion 
and  all  the  glory  was  given  to  God. 
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Songbirds  Flock  To  Doyline  UMC  for  choir  anniversary 


by  Carol  Stewart 

District  Communication  Advisor 

The  Doyline  UMC  choir  celebrated  its 
Twenty-fifth  Annual  Christmas  Program 
with  a  choir  reunion  held  on  Dec.  13, 
1998. 

Eighteen  former  choir  members  and  a 
former  pianist,  along  with  the  11-member 
regular  choir,  gathered  at  the  church 
Saturday  afternoon. 

After  a  welcome  by  choir  director 
Mary  Francis,  the  group  reminisced  about 
memorable  events,  some  funny  and 
some  poignant,  in  the  life  of  the  choir 
over  25  years. 

Choir  members  had  an  opportunity  to 
bring  back  memories  by  looking  at  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  choirs  from  1974  to  1999- 

During  the  Sunday  morning  church 
service,  Francis  spoke  about  the  origin  of 
Doyline  UMC’s  first  program  in  1974. 
Later  in  the  service  she  was  presented 
with  a  beautiful  silver  tray  from  the 
church,  commemorating  her  25  years  of 
work  with  the  choir. 

Sunday  night,  the  piano  and  organ 
team  of  Melanie  Mosley  and  Mary  Francis 
played  a  ten  minute  prelude  of  duets. 
“King  of  Kings”  was  presented  by  the 
regular  choir.  Afterward  they  were  joined 
by  the  alumni  choir  for  a  medley  of  tra¬ 
ditional  carols.  Mona  Bullard,  wife  of  a 
former  minister,  rang  the  church  bell, 


another  tradi¬ 
tion  during 
“Ring  the  Bells.” 

Members  of 
the  regular 
choir  are:  Ellen 
Gunderson, 

Elinor  Powell, 

Kara  Anne 
Honeycutt, 
Becky 
McClung,  Ken 
Hall,  Carly 
Stanley,  Andrea 
Bell,  Gil 

Gunderson, 

Lionel  Wallis, 

Charlie  Curtis, 
and  Jim  Kennedy.  Jennifer 
Igo  was  a  guest  soloist. 

The  alumni  choir  includ¬ 
ed  Judy  Bazer,  Gay  Brantley, 
Merry  Hall  Bridges,  Lyndle 
Bullard,  Angie  Day,  Jim 
Farnam,  Paula  Hadwin, 
Celeste  Lewis,  Lee  McIntyre, 
Melanie  Mosley  (pianist), 
Shea  Pickett,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Austin  Smith,  Rachael 
Stanley,  Kathy  Ward,  Rick 
Bell,  Chris  Bell,  Herb  Bell, 
Buddy  Ethridge  and  Eloise 
Sanders. 


The  Doyline  UMC 
choir  celebrated 
its  twenty-fifth 
annual  Christmas 
program  with  a 
reunion  Dec.  13. 
Mary  Francis 
(right)  was  presented 
with  a  silver  tray 
from  the  church, 
commemorating 
her  25  years 
of  work 
with  the  choir. 


901  S.  Vienna 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
(318)  255-2690 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

Communication  Advisor 

Carol  Stewart 


PASTOR'S  SEMINAR  ON  EVANGELISM 


N.  La.  Christian  Ashram  held  in  Ruston 


Featuring:  Dr.  Charles  Whittle 
Executive  Evangelist 

National  Association  of  United  Methodist  Evangelists 

Monday,  April  1 9,1 999 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 
9:00  am  -  3:00  pm 
Cost  -  $10  (includes  lunch) 

This  event  is  open  to  all  pastors  in  the  Ruston,  Monroe,  and  Shreveport  Districts. 
Please  invite  key  lay  people  in  your  church  to  attend  this  motivating  experience.  For 
more  information,  call  the  Ruston  District  Office  at  (318)  255-2690. 


The  ‘fun  group’ 
(right)  came 
together  recently 
at  Douglas  UMC. 
At  the  special  lun¬ 
cheon  were  (left  to 
right):  Rev.  Bob 
Peyton,  retired; 
Rev.  Woody  Smith, 
former  minister 
and  district  super¬ 
intendent;  Fletcher 
Baker  of  Ruston; 
and  Rev.  Raymond 
Crofoot,  host  pas¬ 
tor  from  Douglas 
UMC. 


i 


The  annual  North 
Louisiana  Christian 
Ashram  was  held  in 
Ruston  Jan.  14— 16. 

The  two  day  spiritual 
retreat  was  attended 
by  some  120  regis¬ 
trants  seeking  fresh 
insights,  commitments 
and  spiritual  growth. 

Dr.  Evelyn  Laycock, 
director  of  the  Lay 
Ministry  Center  for  the 
Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Council, 

Lake  Junaluska,  NC., 
and  co-author  of 
Awaken  The  Giant  and 
Disciplines  was  one 
of  the  guest  speakers 
at  this  year’s  event. 

Other  guests 

included  Dr.  Tom 
Nisbett,  vice  president  of  University 
Advancement,  LeTourneau  University, 
and  author  of  “Christ  and  Economics” 
and  “Disciple  Maker;”  and  Senator  Randy 
Ewing.  Scott  Sontag,  accomplished 
pianist,  vocalist,  and  accompanist  lead 
the  worship  with  music. 

The  word  “ashram”  comes  from  the 
Sanskrit,  meaning  “retreat”. 

The  Ashram  Movement,  prominent  in 
India  for  many  centuries,  was  brought  to 
North  America  in  1940  by  Dr.  E.  Stanley 
Jones,  world  famous  missionary,  evange¬ 
list,  and  author.  It  has  a  Christian  format 
and  connotation.  dsS  1  ,mfi: 

Christian  leaders  and  their  followed 


Dr.  Evelyn  Laycock  speaks  at  this  year’s  North  La. 
Christian  Ashram  in  Ruston.  Ashram  is  a  Sanskrit  word 
for  “retreat.”  The  two-day  event  drew  120  participants. 

go  apart  for  a  disciplined  corporate  quest 
for  deeper  spiritual  growth  which  makes 
God  more  real  in  one’s  daily  living. 


Send  us  your  news! 

We  need  your  church  news  and 
pictures!  Please  send  them  to: 

Carol  Stewart 
2013  Highway  794 
Gibs  land,  LA  71028 
E-mail:  stew@iafiierica.net 

6*70  hariailclEtea  ni  nodisoQ  9ihif 
•T  v  N  c  Jfcsd  owl  .aetfmem  . 

30603  J!  frtoti.A  . 
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Vacation  Bible 
School  workshop 
slated  for  April 

The  Education  Task  Force  of  the 
Shreveport  District  Ministry  Team  will 
hold  a  Vacation  Bible  School  workshop 
for  professional  and  volunteer  staff 
Saturday,  April  17. 

This  is  the  first  of  several  initiatives 
planned  by  the  Task  Force  to  support 
age-level  ministries  in  Shreveport  District 
UM  Churches,  said  Chairperson  Bonnie 
Daniels. 

Daniels  and  the  Task  Force  invited 
children’s  directors  and/or  coordinators 
to  join  them  in  a  roundtable  discussion 
to  fine-tune  this  effort  on  Feb.  18  at  6:30 
p.m.  at  Broadmoor  UMC  (3715  Youree 
Drive,  Shreveport). 

For  further  information  and  a  survey 
form  to  aid  your  preparation,  call 
Daniels  at  869-4319. 

Churches  join  in 
community  out¬ 
reach  ministries 

by  Rev.  Willie  E.  Jackson,  Jr. 

Pastor,  Fairfield-Faith  Charge 

Outreach  Ministries  enjoyed  a  great 
year  in  1998.  Through  the  combined 
efforts  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Grace 
Community  UMC,  Christ  UMC,  St.  Luke’s 
UMC  and  Faith  UMC,  we  were  able  to 
touch  a  lot  of  lives.  The  amount  of  food 
given  was  almost  double  that  of  1997. 

The  clothing  ministry  is  running 
strong  and  the  Faith  Learning  Center  is 
making  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  our 
children.  The  Learning  Center  is  provid¬ 
ing  tutoring  for  school  children  of  all 
ages  each  Monday  and  Wednesday  from 
4-5  p.m. 

We  hope  to  add  a  computer  to  the 
Learning  Center  in  1999,  which  will 
enable  the  center  to  offer  educational 
software,  such  as  the  new  phonics  pro¬ 
gram  that  increases  reading  skills 
through  word  identification. 

The  ministries  mentioned  are  possible 
because  of  gifts  of  money,  food,  and 
clothing  from  the  above  mentioned 
churches,  and  all  of  the  wonderful  peo¬ 
ple  who  make  up  these  churches.  I 
thank  God  for  the  persons  who  volun¬ 
teer  their  time  and  talents  in  each  of 
these  ministries. 

We  were  also  able  to  assist  a  mini¬ 
mum  amount  of  people  with  utilities  and 
rent.  It  was  a  great  year  and  I  know  that 
1999  will  be  even  greater.  Thank  God  for 
the  churches,  pastors  and  the  wonderful 
people  who  make  this  cooperative  min¬ 
istry  a  success. 

Together,  we  are  ministering  to  the 
total  person,  thereby  building  communi¬ 
ty  from  the  inside  out. 


Summer  Grove  UMC  hosts  homeless 


For  seven  years, 
members  of  Summer 


Staff  and  residents  of  the  McAdoo  Hotel,  a  private 
shelter  for  homeless  men,  celebrate  Christmas  with 
members  of  Summer  Grove  UMC. 


The  congregation  of  the  Hosston 
UMC  recently  honored  Roma  M. 
Martin  for  her  twenty-five  years  of 
faithful  service  as  church  treasurer. 

This,  according  to  her  friends,  is 
only  one  of  many  her  contributions 
to  the  Hosston  congregation  during 
her  lifetime  of  membership.  Pictured 
are  Hugh  Ben  McKinney,  Board 
Chairman;  Rev.  Byron  Putnam,  pas¬ 
tor;  and  Martin. 


Let  us  tell  your  story... 

If  you  have  a  story  to  tell  about  your 
church  or  your  members,  please  contact 
the  Shreveport  District  communication 
advisor,  Rev.  Dale  Hensarling  at  (318) 
949-0430.  You  may  also  contact  the 
Shreveport  District  Office  at  (318)  869- 
4568.  Please  mail  information  to: 

Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 
4600  Highway  80  East 
Haughton,  LA  71037 


Grove  UMC  in  subur¬ 
ban  Shreveport  have 
travelled  downtown  to 
share  the  celebration  of 
Christmas  with  a  group 
of  very  special  men  and 
staff  members  from  the 
McAdoo  Hotel,  a  transi¬ 
tional  shelter  for  home¬ 
less  men. 

The  McAdoo  is  a  pri¬ 
vate,  non-profit  shelter 
with  capacity  to  house 
45  men  and  also  has 
facilities  to  house  the 
mentally  ill  homeless. 

These  units  are  under  the  oversight  of 
The  Volunteers  of  America. 

On  Dec.  19,  1998,  things  changed. 
Rather  than  send  a  donation  or  a  delega¬ 
tion  into  the  heart  of  Shreveport  to  the 
“The  Mac,”  church  members,  with  the 
leadership  of  Janice  Flannery,  chose  to 
invite  the  men  to  join  them  for  the  din¬ 
ner  celebration  held  in  Crichlow  Hall  on 
their  church  campus  in  south  Shreveport, 
where  they  shared  “food,  fellowship,  and 
God’s  love.” 

“I’ve  been  amazed  at  the  ministry  this 
church  offers  to  the  homeless  in 
Shreveport,"  Dauphin  reflected  after  the 


celebration. 

“They  really  take  it  to  heart  and  have 
several  projects  going  on  year-round.  But 
this  is  my  favorite,  because  it  makes  min¬ 
istry  with  the  homeless  personal— we’re 
not  just  sending  our  money  across  town.” 

Another  volunteer  echoed  the  senti¬ 
ment,  saying  it  was  “a  marvelous  symbol 
of  the  Church  reaching  beyond  its  walls 
to  minister  to  the  needy.  But  this  year, 
the  residents  were  invited  to  Chrichlow 
Hall  on  the  church  campus,  thus  symbol¬ 
izing  the  fact  that,  all  of  God’s  children — 
including  the  homeless — have  a  place  in 
God’s  house.” 


Church  moves,  brings  steeple  along 

by  Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 
District  Communication 
Advisor 

It  was  a  cold  and  windy 
January  day  when  the  steeple 
came  off  of  Benton  UMC.  It 
finally  came  to  rest  4.5  miles 
away  ...  at  it’s  new  home. 

The  congregation  chose 
to  honor  its  rich  history  while 
embracing  its  vital  future  by 
removing  the  steeple  from 
the  old  building,  where  it 
had  resided  for  fifty  years, 
and  placing  it  atop  the  newly 
constructed  church  home. 

The  construction  journey 
which  began  with  ground 
breaking  ceremonies  on 
Easter  Sunday,  1998,  came  to 
fulfillment  with  worship  ser¬ 
vices  on  Feb.  21. 

The  congregation  and 
friends  assembled  at  the  old 
site  at  10  a. m.  Sunday  where 
they  observed  a  service  of 
departure  which  included  the 
removal  of  the  pulpit  and 
altar  table  to  a  trailer  outside 

e„ n  i  1  d  i  n  g .  Benton  UMC  recently  had  the  steeple  from  its 

ey  t  en  orme  a  pro-  0jd  sj(e  m0ved  to  the  church’s  new  location. 

cessional  caravan  to  their 

new  home  where  the  pulpit  and  altar  invited  old  friends,  new  friends,  former 
were  installed  and  the  celebration  com-  members  and  pastors  and  current  and 
menced.  potential  members  to  join  them  for  this 

Pastor  Bill  Moon  and  the  congregation  sacred  celebration. 


u  v 
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2911  Centenary  Boulevard 
P.O.  Box  41188 
Shreveport,  LA  71134 
(318)  869-4568 

Dr.  Bobby  Potter 

District  Superintendent 
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Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 

District  Communication  Advisor 
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People  in  the  pews  are  used  to  hearing  about  God,  and  now  a  new 
video  series  aims  to  get  them  talking  about  the  Almighty  as  well. 

“Talking  About  God”  is  a  seven-part  series  designed  to  help  people 
share  their  faith,  beliefs,  stories  and  experiences.  It  was  released  Jan.  1  by 
UMCom  Productions,  a  video  production  and  distribution  unit  of  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  series  raises  questions  about  God  and  provides  responses  from  a 
variety  of  people,  including  theologians,  pastors,  African-Americans, 
Africans,  whites,  conservatives,  liberals,  a  rabbi,  a  teacher  of  disabled  chil¬ 
dren  and  a  Hispanic. 

“God  is  a  best  seller  right  now,”  said  Peggy  West,  staff  executive  in 
charge  of  video  production  at  UMCom  in  Nashville.  God  and  issues  about 
God  are  on  people’s  minds,  but  “God  needs  to  be  on  people’s  lips,”  she  said. 

The  “Talking  About  God”  series,  including  a  study  guide,  is  available  from  Ecufilm 
for  $159.90  or  $29.95  per  program.  Orders  can  be  made  through  Ecufilm’s  Internet 
site  at  http://www.ecufilm.org  or  by  calling  (800)  251-4091.  — UMNS 


Student  leaders  will  focus  on  their  roots  in  Methodism  when  they  gather  at 
Oklahoma  City  University  May  27-30  for  the  1999  Student  Forum  of  the  United 
Methodist  Student  Movement  (UMSM). 

“Release  Your  Fears,  Reclaim  Our  Roots,  Renew  Your  Faith,  Rebuild  Our  Church,” 
will  be  the  theme  for  the  event  expected  to  attract  more  than  300  students. 

”1  think  there’s  a  growing  realization  among  the  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Student  Movement  that  the  entire  United  Methodist  Church  began  as  a  student  move¬ 
ment  at  Oxford,  said  Ben  Heavner,  UMSM  committee  chairman  and  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Puget  Sound,  Tacoma,  Wash. 

For  more  information  on  the  UMSM  or  the  forum,  visit  the  website  at 
www.umsm.org  or  call  (615)  340-7415- 


You  know  you  have  an  exceptional  church;  it’s  time  the  rest  of  the  denomination 
learned  about  it.  Nominate  your  church  for  the  Spectrum  2000  study  coordinated  by 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  A  team  of  persons  is  seeking  churches  that 
can  serve  as  models  for  ministry  in  the  next  millennium.  “Spectrum  2000  Flagship 
Churches”  will  be  selected  from  a  variety  of  categories  including:  1)  churches  that 
have  undergone  revitalization;  2)  urban  churches;  3)  new  churches;  4)  multi-cultural 
churches;  5)  cross-cultural  churches;  6)  transitional  churches;  7)  town  and  country 
churches;  8)  cooperative  parishes;  9)  multiple-service  churches;  10)  hi-tech  churches; 
11)  contemporary/modern  churches;  12)  urban-sprawl  churches/suburban  churches; 
13)  mega-churches;  14)  parent-daughter  churches/satellites;  15)  cell-based  churches, 
house  churches;  and  16)  shared-facility  churches.  For  information,  call  Troy  Benitone 
at  (618)  654-1354. 


In  June  2000,  your  choir  is  Invited  to  participate  in  an  ecumenical  celebration  at 
Lincoln  Cathedral  in  Great  Britain.  Sponsors  of  the  June  17  event  hope  to  recruit  “a 
thousand  tongues  to  sing  our  great  Redeemer’s  praise.” 

For  information,  write  Kinglsey  Halden,  Alandale,  Mumby  Road  Huttoft,  LINCS. 
LN13  9RF  England. 


Become  a  Roommate... 

Help  Refurnish  The  Methodist  Home 


This  year,  The  Methodist  Home  will  replace  all  the  furniture  in  the  din¬ 
ing  room  and  the  common  areas  with  strong,  sturdy  furniture  specifical¬ 
ly  designed  for  use  in  a  residential  facility  like  ours.  We  invite  you  to  part¬ 
ner  with  us  in  the  purchase  of  new  furniture  for  the  childrens  bedrooms. 
Each  room  includes  two  beds,  two  chairs  and  two  six-drawer  chests. 

The  costs  per  unit  are: 

Chair:  $114 
Bed:  $355 
Chest:  $845 

Would  you,  your  church,  Sunday  School  class,  business  or  civic  club 
consider  the  purchase  of  one  piece,  two  peices  or  a  whole  room  of  fur¬ 
niture?  Call  Dr.  Doug  Ezell  at  (504)  895-7709  for  details. 

♦ 
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'Kyd's  Kwyr'  delivers  valentines  for 

mission  trip  to  Navajo  reservation 


by  Thomas  “Red”  Hennigan 
First  UMC,  Natchitoches 

The  “Kyd’s  Kwyr”  at  First  UMC, 
Natchitoches,  offered  an  intercongrega- 
tional  musical  Valentine  service  to  help 
defray  the  cost  of  the 
church’s  upcoming 
mission  trip  to  the 
Navajo  Indian 

Reservation  in  New 
Mexico. 

The  youth  set  up  a 
“post  office”  in  the 
church’s  Family  Life 
Center  where  patrons 
got  a  Valentine  hand¬ 
made  by  the  group  or 
provided  one  of  their 
own. 

The  “Kyd’s  Kwyr” 
charged  a  minimum 
donation  of  $5  for  the 
service  and  raised 
$500  for  the  mission 
trip. 

Members  of  First 
UMC--including 
“Sneakered  Seekers,” 
youth,  family  groups  and  retired  volun- 
teers--will  travel  to  Farmington,  N.M., 
July  23-31  to  do  repair  work  on  church¬ 
es  and  homes  on  the  reservation. 

The  group  will  also  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  take  afternoon  side-trips  to 
Durango  and  Mesa  Verde.  There  will  also 
be  fishing  in  the  San  Juan  River,  as  well 
as  white- water  rafting. 

First  UMC  annually  sponsors  a  pump¬ 


kin  sale  in  conjunction  with  the  Navajo 
Reservation.  Proceeds  benefit  the  reser¬ 
vation  and  the  church’s  mission  opera¬ 
tions. 

“So  many  lives  in  our  church  have 


been  touched  during  the  pumpkin  sale 
each  October,”  organizer  Marti  Cain  said. 

“This  trip  is  a  chance  for  us  to  see 
where  and  how  the  pumpkins  are  grown 
and  at  the  same  time  offer  our  services  to 
this  Indian  nation  which  remains  one  of 
the  poorest  in  the  country.  We’ll  experi¬ 
ence  a  culture  different  from  our  own, 
one  rich  in  gifts  to  us.” 


The  “Kyd’s  Kwyr”  at  First  UMC,  Natchitoches,  deliv¬ 
ered  Valentines  to  raise  funds  for  an  upcoming  mission 
trip  to  the  Navajo  Indian  Reservation  in  New  Mexico. 


Pictured  (left  to  right)  are  Kessler  Spillman,  Phoebe 
White,  Kayla  Pitcher,  Rev.  James  Poole,  Meredith  Graf, 
Nick  Johnson  and  Anne  Scott. 


Mount  Sequoyah  to  host  'Senior  Summit' 


Senior  Summit,  a  dynamic  program  for 
people  who  work  with  older  adults  will 
be  held  at  Mount  Sequoyah  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark.  April  8-11  as  part  of  the 
SCJ  retreat  center’s  observance  of  the 
Year  of  the  Older  Person. 

Participants  will  learn  current  con¬ 
cepts  and  techniques  for  working  with 
older  adults  as  they  take  part  in  programs 
on  “Design  of  Ministry  for  Older  Adults” 
and  “The  Spirituality  of  Aging.” 

Senior  Summit  provides  training  for 
effective  ministry  for  persons  who  are 
responsible  for  older  adult  programs  in 
churches  and  communities.  Invited  par¬ 
ticipants  include  older  adult  coordina¬ 
tors,  pastors,  lay  leaders,  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  directors,  senior  citizen  club  lead¬ 
ers,  conference  and  district  counselors, 
all  interested  older  adults,  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  friends. 

Four  distinguished  keynote  presenters 
will  share  their  knowledge  with  participants. 
Dr.  Richard  Genkler,  Jr.  and  Dr.  Donald 
Clingan  will  present  “Designing  a  Ministry 
By,  With  and  For  Older  Adults.”  “Issues  in 
Aging:  Faith  -  Yesterday,  Today  and 
Tomorrow”  will  be  presented  by  Bishop 


Reuben  P.  Job  and  Marvin  Cropsey. 

Bishop  Job  is  an  author  and  former 
world  editor  of  Upper  Room.  Marvin 
Cropsey  is  editor  of  Mature  Years, 
spokesperson  for  older  adults,  and 
leader  of  Reminiscence  Workshops.  Dr. 
Richard  Gentzler,  Jr.,  is  director  of  Adult 
Ministries  for  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  author  of 
books  on  older  adult  ministries,  and  a 
researcher  on  aging  issues.  Dr.  Donald 
Clingan  is  co-author  with  Gentzler  of 
“Aging:  God’s  Challenge  to  Church  and 
Community,”  a  long-time  innovator  of 
older  adult  programs  and  former  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  National  Center  for 
the  Aging. 

The  1999  Senior  Summit  at  Mount 
Sequoyah  will  begin  at  5  p.m.,  Thursday, 
April  8,  and  conclude  at  noon  Sunday, 
April  11.  The  fee  is  $200  and  includes 
tuition,  registration,  three  nights  lodging 
and  eight  meals.  The  rate  is  based  on 
double  or  triple  occupancy  with  a  private 
bath.  Continuing  Education  Units  are 
available  for  a  $10  fee.  For  registration 
information,  please  call  Mount  Sequoyah 
at  (501  )  443-4531.  : 


8 


Conf. 

Sect. 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Review 


March  5,1999 


Algiers  UMC  starts 
online  discussion  group 

by  Rev.  Trey  Harris 
Algiers  UMC 

LAMETH  is  online! 

What  is  LAMETH?  It  is  a  way  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana  to 
stay  truly  connected,  “cyberly”  speaking. 

Have  you  ever  wanted  to  spread  the 
word  about  a  prayer  concern  and  not 
known  how  to  do  it  quickly? 

Have  you  ever  wished  you  could 
communicate  with  sisters  and  brothers 
about  ministry  concerns? 

Have  you  ever  wished  you  could  just 
share  your  feelings,  joys,  cares  or  sor¬ 
rows  with  others  who  understand? 

LAMETH  could  be  the  answer  to  your 
prayers! 

LAMETH  is  an  e-mail  list-serve  spon¬ 
sored  by  Algiers  UMC  (algiersumc.org) 
for  the  clergy  of  La.  Annual  Conference. 

While  it  is  designed  primarily  for  cler¬ 
gy,  anyone  can  participate. 

Give  it  a  try.  It  is  FREE  and  easy  to 
use.  The  list  works  like  any  standard  e- 
mail  discussion  list. 

All  mail  sent  to  the  list  address 
(lameth@algiersumc.org)  is  automatically 
forwarded  to  subscribers. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  join.  For  more 
information  or  to  obtain  instructions  on 
how  to  sign-up  online,  contact  Trey 
Harris  by  e-mail  at  trey@algiersumc.org. 
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Careers,  from  front  page 


Mayberry  RFD,  Mash,  Cheers,  and 
Friends,  all  wrapped  up  into  one. 

But  Church  Careers  and  Centenary 
also  taught  me  to  think  about  Christian 
piety— knowledge  and  vital  piety  coming 
together  as  Wesley  dreamed.  The  com¬ 
munity  asked  me  to  reflect  upon  my 
faith.  We  asked  and  were  asked  ques¬ 
tions  concerning  our  faith  development 
and  understanding  of  the  faith. 
Journaling  was  not  an  option;  it  was  a 
requirement.  So,  as  the  liberal  arts  educa¬ 
tion  was  shaping  my  knowledge,  Church 
Careers  was  molding  the  outward  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  faith. 

The  depth  and  value  of  the  time  spent 
at  Centenary  seems  to  increase  as  time 
passes.  When  I  used  the  knowledge 
gained  at  Centenary  to  test  out  of  nine 
hours  of  seminary  work,  I  really  came  to 
appreciate  it.  However,  many  times  I 


have  thought  back  to  moments  of  wor¬ 
ship,  moments  of  celebration,  and  even 
more  priceless  conversations  with  Webb 
Pomeroy  and  Brian  Kovac.  I  am  aware  of 
how  Centenary  and  Church  Careers 
changed  my  life  and  my  ministry. 

It’s  always  special  to  me  to  recom¬ 
mend  students  for  Centenary  College.  It 
is  special  to  encourage  students  to  con¬ 
sider  Church  Careers.  One  of  my  daugh¬ 
ters,  Rachel,  is  a  junior  at  Centenary.  This 
fall,  another  daughter,  Miranda,  will  enter 
Centenary  and  has  made  application  to 
be  a  part  of  the  Church  Careers  Program. 
I  know  it  will  shape  and  change  their 
lives  too. 

I’m  grateful  for  the  impact  Church 
Careers  and  Centenary  has  made  upon 
my  world  and  United  Methodism  as  it 
prepares  leaders  for  the  church  of  the 
future. 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Blackwater  UMC,  Baker,  led  the  10:30 
services  on  Jan.  17.  Joy  Solomon,  wife  of  Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  was  the 
guest  speaker.  She  preached  on  the  subject,  “Prayers  for  Children.”  Joy 
was  an  inspiration  to  the  church  as  she  called  congregants  into  vital  min¬ 
istry  with  children,  locally  and  globally,  Rev.  Doug  deGraffenried,  pastor 
of  Blackwater,  said. 

“UMW  Sunday  is  always  a  highlight  in  the  worship  life  of  the  church; 
our  women  provide  excellent  leadership  both  in  worship  and  in  mission,” 
he  said. 


Wesley,  from  front  page 


An  internationally  recognized  scholar 
and  speaker,  Gunter  is  a  professor  at  the 
Candler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta 
and  author  of  books  such  as  The 
Symphony  of  Grace:  Evangelism  in  the 
Wesleyan  Spirit. 

Gunter’s  lecture  will  explore  the  rela¬ 
tionship  of  Wesleyan  tradition  to  histori¬ 
cal  developments  in  the  area  of  evange¬ 
lism. 

A  public  reception  will  follow  the  pre¬ 
sentation.  For  more  information  contact 
the  Centenary  Department  of  Religion  at 
(318)  869-5156  or  by  e-mail  at 

dotto@centenary.edu. 


Don't  forget  to  mark 
your  calendar! 
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in  Shreveport 


4s 


In  Memoriam 
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Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Onesophorus  L.  Christopher,  on  the 
death  of  her  husband  Olden  W. 
Christopher  (retired,  New  Orleans 
District.)  The  funeral  service  will  be  held 
at  11:00  a.m.,  March  6,  at  Faith 
Independent  Methodist  Church  in 
Gretna. 


Mrs.  Robbie  Peterson  (wife  of  Rev. 
Bob  Peterson,  Retired,  Shreveport 
District),  on  the  death  of  her  brother, 
John  Lowe  Strickland.  Funeral  services 
were  held  Feb.  23. 

the  family  and  friends  of  Hallie  E. 
Haug,  surviving  spouse  of  Rev.  Edward 
R.  Haug.  She  passed  away  Jan.  19 


COMING  SOON 


First  UMC,  Columbia,  will  recognize 
Rev.  Minns  Robertson  for  his  62  years  of 
dedicated  service  to  Christ,  the  church 
and  the  Louisiana  Conference  April  4. 
Friends  and  colleagues  are  invited  to 
attend  or  send  a  letter  of  recognition. 


“The  Creation”  by  Franz  Joseph 
Haydn  will  be  presented  Sunday,  March 
14,  at  4  p.m.  in  the  santuary  of  First  UMC 
in  downtown  Shreveport. 

It  will  be  performed  by  the  Chancel 
Choir;  symphonic  orchestra;  and  soloists 
Margaret  Jones,  Gregory  Wilkins,  J.  Pat 
Craig,  Sheila  Baker  and  Carroll  Adkins; 
and  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Will  K. 
Andress. 

Admission  is  free  of  charge. 


•  •••••  Dozens  of  talented  artist 
from  Louisiana  and  surrounding  states 
will  compete  in  April  for  top  awards  at 
the  32nd  Annual  Tom  Peyton  Memorial 
Arts  Festival  at  First  UMC,  Alexandria. 

The  festival  begins  with  a  reception  at 
7  p.m.,  April  23,  in  the  church’s 
Fellowship  Hall  and  continues  through 
May  2.  This  year’s  theme  is  “Living  in  a 
World  of  Art.” 

All  events  are  free  and  open  to  the 
public.  Exhibit  hours  are  9  a.m.-5  p.m. 
beginning  Saturday,  April  24. 

The  Baton  Rouge  District  will  hold  its 
1999  Lay  Speaking  Courses  Saturday, 
April  10  from  9  a.m.-l  p.m.  at  University 
UMC.  Registration  begins  at  8:30  a.m. 

Cost  is  $8  in  advance  and  $10  at  the 
door.  There  will  be  basic  and  advanced 
courses,  as  well  as  one  designed  specifi¬ 
cally  for  youth. 

For  more  information  or  to  register, 
contact  the  district  office  at  (225)  296- 
0668. 

CONFERENCE 
Program  Calendar 
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VIM,  Madrid,  Spain 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions, 
Conference  Center 
VIM,  Mount  Sequoyah, 

Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Bishop’s  Society  Luncheon, 
Camelot  Club,  Baton  Rouge 
La.  Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
(CEF)  Retreat,  Conference  Center 
12-13  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership, 
Conference  Center  % 

12-14  College  Life  101,  Uskichitto  Retreat 
Centei;  LeBlanc,  La.  w  Itjf 
14-20  VIM,  Mount  Sequoyah, 

Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Conference  Board  of  Laity, 
Conference  Center 
Conference  Ministry  Team, 
Conference  Center 
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Top  left:  Rev.  Doug 
Milliron  (1)  and  Dr.  James 
Gillespie  display  materials 
from  the  conference’s  Russia 
Initiative  and  First  UMC, 
Ekaterinburg. 

Top  right:  Lusinda  Warren 
and  Rev.  Clifton  Conrad 
sported  African  attire  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  Conference’s  mis¬ 
sion  work  on  that  continent. 

Left:  Nancy  Osgood  (r) 
from  the  UMCOR  Sager- 
Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin 
shares  information  on  the 
depot’s  activities. 


Rev.  Ken  Lutgen 


VIM  Celebration 
spotlights  mission 

by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

Nearly  200  church  members  from  around 
the  Conference  gathered  to  share  informa¬ 
tion  on  missions  past,  present  and  future  as 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  held  its  sec¬ 
ond  successful  VIM  Celebration  Feb.  28  at 
the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

“It’s  become  a  yearly  celebration  of  mis¬ 
sion  in  the  Louisiana  Conference — both 
VIM  and  ongoing  mission  in  the  local 
church,”  said  Larry  Norman,  VIM  director. 

Over  40  booths  displayed  mission  pro¬ 
jects  from  a round  the  world,  from  Russia 
and  Ghana,  to  Bolivia  and  the  Navajo 
Indian  Reservation  in  New  Mexico,  among 
other  locales. 

“VIM  gives  us  the  opportunity  to  see  the 
church  come  alive  through  our  labors,”  said 
guest  speaker  Ken  Lutgen,  pastor  of 
Webster  Hills  UMC  in  Missouri  and  former 
deputy  general  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  CEO  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  On  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

“At  the  center  of  who  we  are  as  a  church 
is  mission.  VIM  can  transform  you  and  our 
world,”  he  said,  addressing  the  attendees. 

During  his  tenure  at  UMCOR,  Lutgen  was 

Please  see  VIM,  page  4. 


Laywoman  sparks  fund  for  generator  at  African  seminary 


by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

Growing  up,  Margaret  St.  Amant 
always  wanted  to  be  a  missionary  to 
Africa.  Although  she  became  a  preacher’s 
wife,  “my  heart  has  always  been  in  mis¬ 
sion,”  she  says. 

And  over  the  years,  St.  Amant,  86,  a 
member  of  First  UMC,  Baker,  has  put  her 
money  and  energy  where  her  heart  is. 

St.  Amant’s  latest  project  is  raising 
money  for  a  generator  needed  to  provide 
water  to  the  Mulungwishi  Theological 
Seminary  in  Congo,  Africa. 

The  seminary  has  seen  its  water  sup¬ 
ply  compromised  several  times  in  the 
past,  and  now  relies  on  a  failing  diesel 
generator  to  pump  water  out  of  a  well. 


The  new  generator  will  provide  a  consis¬ 
tent  flow  of  water  and  will  also  serve  as 
a  back-up  once  the  seminary  is  electri¬ 
fied,  said  Charles  Toler,  who  co-chairs 
First  UMC’s  Outreach  Committee  with  his 
wife,  Marie. 

The  estimated  price  tag  is  $15,000. 
Toler  has  worked  with  St.  Amant  to 
establish  a  Special  Advance  Number 
through  which  contributions  to  the  gen¬ 
erator  fund  can  be  routed.  So  far,  a  tem¬ 
porary  number  has  been  designated  for 
the  fund:  000394-7RA.  Those  making 
contributions  for  the  generator  should 
note  this  number  on  their  payment. 

For  St.  Amant  the  reason  for  the  spe¬ 
cial  fund  is  simple:  “Eight  hundred  peo¬ 
ple  need  water,”  she  said. 


St.  Amant  keeps  up  with  news 
from  Mulungwishi  through  an  old 
friend  whose  daughter  and  son-in- 
law,  David  and  Lori  Persons,  are  mis¬ 
sionaries  at  the  seminary,  she  said. 

“Last  I  heard,  they  were  in  the 
rainy  season  and  were  catching  all 
the  water  they  could  off  the  roofs,  but 
that’s  not  going  to  last  for  six  months 
of  drought.  I’ve  just  been  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  that  they  have  water,”  St. 
Amant  said. 

She  would  like  to  see  the  Church 
address  more  projects  like  this  one. 

“I  wish  more  special  concerns 
were  lifted  up.  The  world  is  full  of 

Please  see  Generator,  page  4 


Margaret  St.  Amant,  a  member  of  First 
UMC,  Baker,  has  begun  a  drive  to  electrify 
the  Mulungwishi  Seminary  in  the  Congo. 
She  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Fred  St. 
Amant. 
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Being  and  Doing 
What  makes 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon  communion  holy? 


will  gather  for 
on  Maundy 


In  a  few  days  we 
“Holy”  Communion 
Thursday,  the  day  that  focuses  on  Jesus’ 
taking  bread  and  the  cup  and  saying, 
“Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me.” 

We  have  come  to  call  the  experienc¬ 
ing  of  the  bread  and  cup  “Holy” 
Communion.  There  are  many  experi¬ 
ences  of  communion  among  followers  of 
Jesus.  Sharing  deep  moments  of  friend¬ 
ship,  service,  companionship  in  mission 
and  justice  ministries  all  evidence  a  kind 
of  communion. 

What  makes  communion  “holy”  is  that 
the  “holy”  Lord  Jesus  instructed  his  fol¬ 
lowers  to  join  in  this  special  act,  remem¬ 
bering  its  beginning,  experiencing 
again  the  real  and  living  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  holy  one  who 
instituted  it,  and  discover 
ing  that  when  we  “take 
time  to  be  holy”  around 
the  bread  and  the  cup, 
then  the  ordinary  is 
transformed  into  a  holy 
meal! 

For  two  thousand  years 
the  primary  ingredients 
have  remained  the  same- 
bread  and  the  fruit  of  grape  vines. 

The  liturgy  always  includes  the  same 
words  of  Jesus.  The  bread  and  the  cup 
are  once  again  given  and  received.  The 
“mystery”  claims  us  over  and  over  again. 
Our  identity  and  unity  is  declared  again 
at  the  “Lord’s  Table.”  We  discover  our 
own  reasons  to  say,  “I’ve  seen  the  Lord.” 
The  holy  Lord  Jesus  makes  communion 
“holy”  over  and  over  again. 

The  story  of  the  Christian  journey  is 
marked  by  the  centrality  of  Holy 
Communion.  Martyrs  awaiting  their 
death  have  pled  to  receive  Holy 
Communion.  Shut-ins  in  our  congrega¬ 
tions  today  feel  connected  to  their  faith 
family  and  to  the  Lord  when  the  pastor 
brings  them  Holy  Communion.  Even  per¬ 
sons  whose  mental  faculties  are  impaired 
are  touched  in  some  deep,  mysterious 
way  when  served  the  bread  and  the  cup. 


Holy  Communion  is  more  than  a  ritu¬ 
al  of  remembrance.  It  is  an  experience  of 
the  holy,  living  Lord  declaring  to  us,  “my 
grace  is  plentiful;”  “you  are  welcome 
here;”  “receive  the  gift  of  overcoming 
and  becoming;”  “my  power  and  pres¬ 
ence  are  as  real  as  the  bread  and  cup  that 
you  touch  and  taste.” 

No  act  of  the  church  more  prepares  us 
and  sustains  us  for  victorious  Christ-cen¬ 
tered  living  than  does  Holy  Communion. 

A  few  years  ago  Joy  and  I  were  in 
Beijing,  China,  on  World  Communion 
Sunday.  Here,  in  a  country  ruled  by  com¬ 
munist  leaders,  in  a  congregation  only 
five  blocks  from  Tianmen  Square*  we 
worshiped  with  a  standing  room 
only  crowd  of  2,000  persons  in 
a  congregation  pastored  by 
an  inspiring  woman  clergy 
person  educated  by  a 
United  Methodist  schol¬ 
arship  in  a  seminary  in 
the  United  States.  The 
hymns  were  familiar. 
The  liturgy  was  moving. 
But  nothing  overwhelmed 
me  in  this  unbelievable  set¬ 
ting  like  the  moment  when  I 
received  the  bread  and  the  cup. 

Through  the  years  church  architecture 
has  changed,  hymns  have  taken  on  var¬ 
ied  expressions,  the  language  of  the 
scriptures  has  been  translated  into  thou¬ 
sands  of  tongues  and  dialects,  but  no 
matter  the  congregation’s  meeting  place, 
hymnody,  or  language,  Holy 
Communion  continues  in  its  simple, 
ancient  witness  to  an  eternal,  yet  con¬ 
temporary  truth:  the  holy  Lord  Jesus 
invites  to  his  table  all  who  love  him  and 
want  to  serve  him  and  there  serves  us  a 
feast  that  nourishes  us  for  the  living  of 
these  days-and  all  eternity. 


Dan  E.  Solomon 


March  19, 1999 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Clergy  Spouse  Retreat 

Friday,  April  9  --  Saturday,  April  10 
LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  CENTER 
Woodworth,  LA 
featuring 

Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn, 

Retreat  Leader 

“Everyday  Sacred”  is  the  theme  for  this  retreat,  begin  after  dinner.  Bring 
your  Bible,  your  comfortable  clothes  and  walking  shoes  and  join  us  others 
for  a  renewing  weekend  of  fellowship  and  inspiration!  Check-in  is  from  4- 
6  p.m.  Friday,  followed  by  dinner  at  6  and  the  opening  session  at  7.  The 
closing  worship  service  will  end  at  2  p.m.  Saturday 

The  Clergy  Spouses  of  the  New  Orleans  District  are  hosts  for  this  year’s 
retreat.  For  information  call:  Linda  Dueron  (504)  899-8376;  Sharon  Teeter 
(504)  271-4968;  Barbara  Hamilton  (504)  246-5820. 

Mail  registration  form  and  payment  by  April  1  to:  Debbie  Taylor, 
Louisiana  Conference  Center,  2350  Coulee  Crossing  Road,  Woodworth,  LA 
71485  (318)449-4500. 


REGISTRATION  FORM  FOR  CLERGY  SPOUSE  RETREAT  April  9-10,  1999 

Name:  _ 

Adress  _ City _ Zip _ 

Special  Diet  _ 


—  Registration  Options 
FOR  ALL  OR  PART  OF  WEEKEND -INCLUDES  3  MEALS 
OPTION  1-Fee  for  roon/board:  $45  per  person  per  night/double  occupancy 

Roomate: _ 1st  Choice _ 2nd  Choice 

OR 

OPTION  2-Fee  for  room/board:  $38  per  person  per  night/ 4- person  occupancy. 
(This  also  makes  more  room  at  the  Conference  Center  for  others.) 

1) _ 2) _ 3) _ 

EXTRAI  EXTRA!  EXTRA! 

Please  register  early!  Once  the  Conference  Center  lodge  is  full,  partici¬ 
pants  will  be  housed  at  a  nearby  hotel  returning  to  the  Conference  Center 
for  meetings  and  meals. 

PLEASE  NOTE:  There  will  be  a  $5  registration  fee  upon  arrival. 

Please  bring  a  bowl  with  you.  This  can  be  your  favorite  bowl,  your 
grandmother’s  bowl,  a  small  bowl,  a  large  bowl,  maybe  even  a  cracked  or 
chipped  bowl.  Select  the  bowl  that  seems  to  be  speaking  to  you  and  pack  it 
with  your  things.  We  have  special  plans  for  it. 

Recommended  reading:  Plain  and  Simple  and  Everyday  Sacred  by  Sue 
Bender  (Harper  San  Francisco) 


Powerful  first-time  conference  event  explored  ministry  with  80 


Discerning  the  Call: 

by  Rev.  Danny  Gleason 
Discerning  the  Call  Event  Director 

Eighty  persons  ranging  in  age  from  15 
to  56  gathered  at  the  Conference  Center 
to  further  discern  their  call  to  ministry. 
With  the  help  of  Louisiana  clergy,  they 
journeyed  through  the  struggle  with  the 
issues  of  God’s  calling  in  their  lives  and 
how  that  calling  can  become  a  reality. 

This  first-time  event  for  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  began  with  a  power¬ 


ful  and  uplifting  time  of  worship  led  by 
Rev.  Leslie  Akin  and  music  leader 
Barbara  Murray.  Worship  set  the  event  in 
order  and  in  motion  as  we  sang,  prayed 
and  heard  some  moving  reflections  about 
the  call  to  ministry.  After  sharing  stories 
of  their  call,  small  group  participants 
wrestled  with  some  of  the  difficult  ques¬ 
tions  that  can  complicate  responses  to 
their  call  to  ministry.  Some  of  the  groups 
met  into  the  wee  hours  of  the  night  grap¬ 


pling  with  these  questions  of  ministry. 

Saturday  began  with  morning  praise 
and  prayer.  Following  breakfast,  Bishop 
Dan  Solomon  spent  an  hour  sharing  his 
own  call  to  ministry,  helping  the  ministe¬ 
rial  pilgrims  further  discern  what 
ordained  ministry  can  mean.  After  many 
informative  sessions  and  discussions,  the 
event  closed  with  a  worship  service, 
Holy  Communion  and  fashioning  crosses 
out  of  clay  as  a  symbol  of  needing  help 


with  our  journey  in  ministry. 

This  event  was  powerful,  timely  and 
uplifting  for  the  ministry  pilgrims  that 
attended.  We  thank  God  for  those  who 
came,  searched,  discerned  and  commit¬ 
ted  their  lives  to  service  in  God’s 
Kingdom.  Our  Annual  Conference  will 
be  blessed  in  many  different  ways 
through  the  gifts  that  these  wonderful 
people  have  to  offer. 
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Bishop  Dan  Solomon 


Being  and  Doing 


What  makes 
communion  holy? 


In  a  few  days  we  will  gather  for 
“Holy”  Communion  on  Maundy 
Thursday,  the  day  that  focuses  on  Jesus’ 
taking  bread  and  the  cup  and  saying, 
“Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me." 

We  have  come  to  call  the  experienc¬ 
ing  of  the  bread  and  cup  “Holy” 
Communion.  There  are  many  experi¬ 
ences  of  communion  among  followers  of 
Jesus.  Sharing  deep  moments  of  friend¬ 
ship,  service,  companionship  in  mission 
and  justice  ministries  all  evidence  a  kind 
of  communion. 

What  makes  communion  “holy"  is  that 
the  “holy”  Lord  Jesus  instructed  his  fol¬ 
lowers  to  join  in  this  special  act,  remem¬ 
bering  its  beginning,  experiencing 
again  the  real  and  living  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  holy  one  who 
instituted  it,  and  discover¬ 
ing  that  when  we  “take 
time  to  be  holy”  around 
the  bread  and  the  cup, 
then  the  ordinary  is 
transformed  into  a  holy 
meal! 

For  two  thousand  years 
the  primary  ingredients 
have  remained  the  same- 
bread  and  the  fruit  of  grape  vines. 

The  liturgy  always  includes  the  same 
words  of  Jesus.  The  bread  and  the  cup 
are  once  again  given  and  received.  The 
“mystery"  claims  us  over  and  over  again. 
Our  identity  and  unity  is  declared  again 
at  the  “Lord's  Table.”  We  discover  our 
own  reasons  to  say,  “I’ve  seen  the  Lord.” 
The  holy  Lord  Jesus  makes  communion 
“holy”  over  and  over  again. 

The  story  of  the  Christian  journey  is 
marked  by  the  centrality  of  Holy 
Communion.  Martyrs  awaiting  their 
death  have  pled  to  receive  Holy 
Communion.  Shut-ins  in  our  congrega¬ 
tions  today  feel  connected  to  their  faith 
family  and  to  the  Lord  when  the  pastor 
brings  them  Holy  Communion.  Even  per¬ 
sons  whose  mental  faculties  are  impaired 
are  touched  in  some  deep,  mysterious 
way  when  served  the  bread  and  the  cup. 


Holy  Communion  is  more  than  a  ritu¬ 
al  of  remembrance.  It  is  an  experience  of 
the  holy,  living  Lord  declaring  to  us,  “my 
grace  is  plentiful;”  “you  are  welcome 
here;”  “receive  the  gift  of  overcoming 
and  becoming;”  “my  power  and  pres¬ 
ence  are  as  real  as  the  bread  and  cup  that 
you  touch  and  taste." 

No  act  of  the  church  more  prepares  us 
and  sustains  us  for  victorious  Christ-cen¬ 
tered  living  than  does  Holy  Communion. 

A  few  years  ago  Joy  and  I  were  in 
Beijing,  China,  on  World  Communion 
Sunday.  Here,  in  a  country  ruled  by  com¬ 
munist  leaders,  in  a  congregation  only 
five  blocks  from  Tianmen  Square,  we 
worshiped  with  a  standing  room 
only  crowd  of  2,000  persons  in 
a  congregation  pastored  by 
an  inspiring  woman  clergy 
person  educated  by  a 
United  Methodist  schol¬ 
arship  in  a  seminary  in 
the  United  States.  The 
hymns  were  familiar. 
The  liturgy  was  moving. 
But  nothing  overwhelmed 
me  in  this  unbelievable  set¬ 
ting  like  the  moment  when  I 
received  the  bread  and  the  cup. 

Through  the  years  church  architecture 
has  changed,  hymns  have  taken  on  var¬ 
ied  expressions,  the  language  of  the 
scriptures  has  been  translated  into  thou¬ 
sands  of  tongues  and  dialects,  but  no 
matter  the  congregation's  meeting  place, 
hymnody,  or  language.  Holy 
Communion  continues  in  its  simple, 
ancient  witness  to  an  eternal,  yet  con¬ 
temporary  truth:  the  holy  Lord  Jesus 
invites  to  his  table  all  who  love  him  and 
want  to  serve  him  and  there  serves  us  a 
feast  that  nourishes  us  for  the  living  of 
these  days— and  all  eternity. 


Dan  E.  Solomon 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Clergy  Spouse  Retreat 

Friday,  April  9  --  Saturday,  April  10 
LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  CENTER 
Woodworth,  LA 
featuring 

Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn, 

Retreat  Leader 

“Everyday  Sacred”  is  the  theme  for  this  retreat,  begin  after  dinner.  Bring 
your  Bible,  your  comfortable  clothes  and  walking  shoes  and  join  us  others 
for  a  renewing  weekend  of  fellowship  and  inspiration!  Check-in  is  from  4- 
6  p.m.  Friday,  followed  by  dinner  at  6  and  the  opening  session  at  7.  The 
closing  worship  service  will  end  at  2  p.m.  Saturday 

The  Clergy  Spouses  of  the  New  Orleans  District  are  hosts  for  this  year’s 
retreat.  For  information  call:  Linda  Dueron  (504)  899-8376;  Sharon  Teeter 
(504)  271-4968;  Barbara  Hamilton  (504)  246-5820. 

Mail  registration  form  and  payment  by  April  1  to:  Debbie  Taylor, 
Louisiana  Conference  Center,  2350  Coulee  Crossing  Road,  Woodworth,  LA 
71485  (318)449-4500. 


REGISTRATION  FORM  FOR  CLERGY  SPOUSE  RETREAT  April  9-10,  1999 

Name:  _ _ _ 

Adress  _ City _ = _ Zip _ 


Special  Diet 


—  Registration  Options  — 

FOR  ALL  OR  PART  OF  WEEKEND-INCLUDES  3  MEALS 
OPTION  1-Fee  for  roon/board:  $45  per  person  per  night/double  occupancy 

Roomate: _ 1st  Choice _ 2nd  Choice 

OR 

OPTION  2 -Fee  for  room/board:  $38  per  person  per  night/4-person  occupancy. 
(This  also  makes  more  room  at  the  Conference  Center  for  others.) 

1) _ 2) _ 3) - 

EXTRAI  EXTRA!  EXTRA! 

Please  register  early!  Once  the  Conference  Center  lodge  is  full,  partici¬ 
pants  will  be  housed  at  a  nearby  hotel  returning  to  the  Conference  Center 
for  meetings  and  meals. 

PLEASE  NOTE:  There  will  be  a  $5  registration  fee  upon  arrival. 

Please  bring  a  bowl  with  you.  This  can  be  your  favorite  bowl,  your 
grandmother’s  bowl,  a  small  bowl,  a  large  bowl,  maybe  even  a  cracked  or 
chipped  bowl.  Select  the  bowl  that  seems  to  be  speaking  to  you  and  pack  it 
with  your  things.  We  have  special  plans  for  it. 

Recommended  reading:  Plain  and  Simple  and  Everyday  Sacred  by  Sue 
Bender  (Harper  San  Francisco) 


Powerful  first-time  conference  event  explored  ministry  with  80 


Discerning  the  Call: 

by  Rev.  Danny  Gleason 
Discerning  the  Call  Event  Director 

Eighty  persons  ranging  in  age  from  15 
to  56  gathered  at  the  Conference  Center 
to  further  discern  their  call  to  ministry. 
With  the  help  of  Louisiana  clergy,  they 
journeyed  through  the  struggle  with  the 
issues  of  God’s  calling  in  their  lives  and 
how  that  calling  can  become  a  reality. 

This  first-time  event  for  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  began  with  a  power¬ 


ful  and  uplifting  time  of  worship  led  by 
Rev.  Leslie  Akin  and  music  leader 
Barbara  Murray.  Worship  set  the  event  in 
order  and  in  motion  as  we  sang,  prayed 
and  heard  some  moving  reflections  about 
the  call  to  ministry.  After  sharing  stories 
of  their  call,  small  group  participants 
wrestled  with  some  of  the  difficult  ques¬ 
tions  that  can  complicate  responses  to 
their  call  to  ministry.  Some  of  the  groups 
met  into  the  wee  hours  of  the  night  grap¬ 


pling  with  these  questions  of  ministry. 

Saturday  began  with  morning  praise 
and  prayer.  Following  breakfast,  Bishop 
Dan  Solomon  spent  an  hour  sharing  his 
own  call  to  ministry,  helping  the  ministe¬ 
rial  pilgrims  further  discern  what 
ordained  ministry  can  mean.  After  many 
informative  sessions  and  discussions,  the 
event  closed  with  a  worship  service, 
Holy  Communion  and  fashioning  crosses 
out  of  clay  as  a  symbol  of  needing  help 


with  our  journey  in  ministry. 

This  event  was  powerful,  timely  and 
uplifting  for  the  ministry  pilgrims  that 
attended.  We  thank  God  for  those  who 
came,  searched,  discerned  and  commit¬ 
ted  their  lives  to  service  in  God’s 
Kingdom.  Our  Annual  Conference  will 
be  blessed  in  many  different  ways 
through  the  gifts  that  these  wonderful 
people  have  to  offer. 


March  19,  1999 


A  supplement  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  Edition  of  The  United  Methodist  Review 


Peoples 

United  Methodist 
Community  Center 


Thank  you,  Louisiana  Methodist 
and  friends  across  the  connection 
for  your  financial  support,  labors 
of  love  for  mission,  in-kind  gifts,  your 
prayers  and  above  all  you,  faith  in  the 
Peoples  Board  and  staff,  to  operate  your 
Louisiana  Conference  Institution  on  your 
behalf.  It  is  because  of  your  responses  to 
the  Good  Samaritan  Offerings,  and  other 
commitments,  enables  Peoples  United 
Methodist  Community  Center  to  minister 
to  children  and  youth  at  risk  from  fami¬ 
lies  and  guardians  who  live  in  poverty. 
Peoples  Center’s  ministry  has  been  the 
vital  link  to  the  community  for  more  than 
seventy  seven  years  with  a  significant 
United  Methodist  Church  presence  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

1  Early  education  has  been  and  still  is 
the  determining  factor  to  success  towards 
academic  achievements.  Peoples  Center 
has  held  an  outstanding  reputation,  for 
generations,  in  early  preparation  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  at  schools  on  certain 
grade  levels.  Peoples  has  done  so  by  pro¬ 
viding  affordable  child  care  to  parents 
and  guardians  who  live  at  or  below  the 
poverty  level  adding  to  the  poor  stan¬ 
dards  of  living.  Many  of  our  students 
lack  the  simple  things  in  life  that  many  of 
us  take  for  granted  and  much  of  what 
many  of  our  own  children  and  grandchil¬ 
dren  and  those  in  our  Sunday  Schools, 
Vacation  Bible  Schools,  and  District 
Youth  Ministries,  will  more  than  likely, 
never  have  to  face,  let  alone  experience. 


We  can  consider  ourselves  Blessed. 

Unfortunately,  every  day  the  staff  at 
Peoples  Center  must  look  into  the  eyes  of 
the  innocent  who  have  no  control  over 
their  living  conditions,  environment, 
nutrition,  safety,  health  and  education.  At 
Peoples  we  provide,  a  head  start,  in  these 
areas  for  toddlers,  and  Pre-K  children. 
Our  Early  Learning  Development  Center 
gives  to  the  children  exposure  to  life 
mostly  unfamiliar  to  them,  educational 
experiences  to  make  a  difference,  physi¬ 
cal  development,  cognitive,  motor,  sen¬ 
sory  and  social  skills  training.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  to  our  outreach  to  older  youth  in 
tutorial  programs  and  nine  weeks  of 
Summer  Camp.  A  program  for  boys  13- 
17  is  planned. 

Peoples  helps  the  parents  when  we  pro¬ 
vide  their  children  with  quality  and  nurtur¬ 
ing  care.  Therefore,  it  strengthens  families, 
allows  parents  to  exit  the  Welfare  Rolls 
ultimately  bringing  some  self  esteem  and 
dignity,  it  enables  the  parents  to  become 
gainfully  employed,  which  leads  to  facing 
responsibilities  and  gaining  self  worth. 
Parents  will  get  an  opportunity  to  complete 
their  own  education,  learn  a  skill  or  trade 
and  leave  their  children  at  Peoples  for  ten 
hours.  Peoples  plays  a  major  role  in  the 
struggle  for  survival. 

Peoples  has  an  open  door  policy  and 
you  are  invited  to  come  and  see  your 
money  at  work.  Open  Monday  through 
Friday,  7:00  a.m.-5:00  p.m.  closed  holi¬ 
days. 


The  Names  were  changed  due  confidentially 

Way  for  the  Greater  New  Orleans 

By:  Mrs.  Sadie/Jamie 

Agency;  Peoples  United  Methodist  Community  Center 
August  28, 1998 

It  is  indeed  an  honor  to  have  Jamie  slated  as  a  success  story.  She  enrolled  in 
Peoples  United  Methodist  Community  Center  as  a  six  week  old  infant.  I  found  the 
staff  at  Peoples  caring  and  always  willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand  as  well  as  a  lis¬ 
tening  ear. 

Each  child  at  Peoples  is  given  individualized  attention,  structured  classroom  and 
social  activities.  Jamie  was  shy  and  introverted  but  her  years  spent  at  Peoples  has 
blossomed  her  into  a  confident,  inquisitive,  affectionate  and  loveable  five  year  old. 

Jamie  is  currently  attending  Robert  Mills  Luscher  Magnet  Elementary  School. 
Her  social  rearing  at  Peoples  has  transformed  this  five  year  old  into  participating 
in  such  activities  as  the  chorus,  arts  after  hours  and  cheerleading.  Jamie’s  educa¬ 
tional  skills  proved  to  be  superb.  She  was  taught  many  of  the  early  childhood  edu¬ 
cational  skills  that  is  still  motivating  her  to  admire  instructional  materials  at 
school,  church,  bookstores  and  libraries. 

I  am  very  proud  that  my  child  attended  Peoples  Center  and  I  highly  recommend 
this  institution  for  anyone  interested  in  placing  their  small  child  with  caring  and 
conscientious  staff. 

The  staff  at  Peoples  are  dedicated  professionals  interested  in  the  overall  welfare 
of  their  clients.  It  is  an  extremely  excellent  child  care  facility  that  stresses  academ¬ 
ics  and  social  skills. 

Jamie  will  never  forget  the  years  spent  at  Peoples  United  Methodist  Community 
Center. 

Again,  Thanks  to  this  institution  and  its’  dedicated  staff. 

The  Success  Story  from  Mrs.  Sadie  is  a  single  working  parent  and  the  Mother  of  three.  Jamie 
is  the  youngest  and  the  last  of  her  children  to  attend  Peoples.  This  letter  is  typical  of  hundreds 
we  have  received  over  the  years.  For  the  first  time  ever,  one  of  Peoples  success  stories  was  in  a 
photo  shoot  released  to  television  advertising  during  United  Way’s  campaign  for  1999  through 
the  year  of  2000.  The  Peoples  Board,  Staff  and  Parents  are  very  proud  of  this  mark  in  the  life  of 
Peoples  Center.  Mrs.  Sadie,  as  does  other  parents  of  former  students  continues  to  send  their  chil¬ 
dren  to  Peoples’  Summer  Camp. 

Further  information  about  Peoples  Center,  feel  free  to  contact  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell, 
Executive  Director 


Here  are  a  few  of  the  answers  to  ques¬ 
tions  most  frequently  asked  about 
Peoples  Center  and  its’  ministry. 

Ans:  Peoples  is  located  at  2019  Simon 
Bolivar  Ave.  in  New  Orleans,  LA 
70113,  504-524-1041  Fax  504- 
524-9495  and  was  founded  in 
1918,  later  organized  in  1922  by  a 
group  of  African  American  clergy, 
before  merger  of  the  desolved  “B” 
Conference.  At  that  time  it  was  the 
second  known  establishment  to 
provide  a  place  for  an  uneducated 
and  unemployed  adult  to  learn  a 
skill.  The  Child  Care  Center, 

Youth  Programs  and  Community 
Activities  grew  out  of  that  need 
and  out  reach  to  the  Black 
Community. 

Ans:  Peoples  is  non-profit  and  an 
Institution  of  The  Louisiana 
Conference  whose  church  related 
funding  resources  are  derived 
from,  The  Good  Samaritan 
Offerings,  Methodist  related  Units 
and  Organizations,  Local  Church 
Mission  Projects  and  the  Ruth  B. 
Carter  Auxiliary  for  Peoples 
United  Methodist  Community 
Center  and  small  grants. 


Ans:  Peoples  holds  a  Class  A  License 
by  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  is  a 
United  Way  Agency  for  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  Area. 

Ans:  The  Center’s  enrollment  capacity 
as  allowed  by  the  State  Licensing 
Board  is  100  children.  To  date  we 
have  an  enrollment  of  53  children 
due  to  the  lack  of  funds  to  enroll 
more  and  to  add  to  staff.  The  cur¬ 
rent  staff  is  seven  full  time  and  4 
part  time  employees. 

Ans:  No,  the  Good  Samaritan  Offerings 
are  never  sufficient  enough  to 
cover  the  financial  obligations  of 
even  our  bare  bones  fiscal  budget 
of  $217,214.29.  The  Good 
Samaritan  Offering  is  a  line  item 
in  Peoples’  budget. 

Ans:  Yes,  every  local  church  can  help 
by  donating  cash  and  even  your 
loose  change  to  the  three  min¬ 
istries  involved  in  this  Christ  like 
work  noted  in  these  news  articles. 

Please  be  on  the  lookout  for  more 
information  for  upcoming  Peoples 
fundraising  events. 

Featuring: 

April  25,  1999 

Dillard  University  Concert  Choir 


Napoleon  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Orleans,  LA 
Sponsored  by:  The  Ruth  B.  Carter 
Auxiliary  for  Peoples  UMCC 
August  6,  1999 

The  Celestial  Choir  from  Taylor 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
Oakland,  California  and  “People  for 
Peoples  Gala”  at  Carlone’s  Restaurant 
A  Dinner/Musical  Banquet 

We  appreciate  your  continued  support 
to  Children  and  Youth  at  Risk  and  the 
impoverished. 

Please  take  the  time  to  join  our  cru¬ 
sade  “People  for  Peoples”  in  order  to 
shape  young  minds  for  not  only  their 
future  but  for  the  future  of  our  ministry 
and  mission  as  the  Methodist  Church. 


'  '  '  '  ■  '  '  '  : 

Statement 

■  .  ■  ■ 


“The  Peoples  United  Methodist 
Community  Center  shall  provide  Child 
Care,  Early  Learning  Development 


children,  youth  and  their  families.” 


Fund  Offers  Healthy  Assistance 


It  could  happen  to  you  today,  tomorrow  or  maybe  in 
the  next  year  or  two. 

What  if  your  company  down-sized  and  you  lost  your 
health  insurance  coverage?  What  if  that  anxiety  led  to  a 
heart  attack? 

What  if  your  father  was  forced  to  take  early  retire¬ 
ment  but  wasn’t  old  enough  for  Medicare? 

What  if  your  unemployed  adult  child  came  home  to 
you  sick  or  pregnant? 

Fortunately  for  some  there  is  the  Good  Samaritan 
assistance  to  help  them  over  these  rough  spots.  “The 
Good  Samaritan  Fund  at  Methodist  Hospital  is  designed 
to  provide  financial  assistance  for  such  situations,”  says 
Chaplain  Judy  Nelson.  “Established  with  the  opening  of 
Methodist  Hospital,  more  than  30  years  ago,  the  Fund 
has  proved  to  be  an  economical  and  spiritual  gift  to  hun¬ 
dreds  of  individuals,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of 


Methodist  Church  members.” 

“Helping  people  in  times  of  need  is  fundamental  to 
the  ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  to  our 
Hospital,  the  only  Methodist  healthcare  facility  in 
Louisiana.  The  Fund  provides  financial  assistance  for  a 
patient’s  physical  concerns  with  our  prayers  and  coun¬ 
seling  supporting  the  spiritual  aspects  of  healing.” 

All  donations  to  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund  go  direct¬ 
ly  to  financial  assistance  for  those  who  demonstrate  eli¬ 
gibility  for  help.  Unfortunately,  the  Fund  only  offers  par¬ 
tial  assistance  and  usually  does  not  cover  all  of  the 
charges  an  individual  incurs  for  medical  services. 

“The  more  resources  we  receive,  the  more  people  we 
can  assist,”  Chaplain  Nelson  emphasizes.  “Good 
Samaritan  funds  have  been  used  to  assist  young  couples 
experiencing  a  high  risk  pregnancy  and  premature  birth, 
middle-aged  men  and  women  who  are  not  yet  eligible 

for  Medicare,  and  the 
increasing  number  of 
individuals  who  are 
unemployed  with  no 
healthcare  insurance.” 

Chaplain  Nelson 
emphasizes  that  the 
Methodist  Church’s 
commitment  to  help¬ 
ing  the  less  fortunate 
is  founded  in  their 
roots.  More  than  two 
and  a  half  centuries 
ago,  members  of  John 
Wesley’s  “Holy  Club” 
carried  God’s  message 
as  they  began  a  mis¬ 
sion  of  visiting  the 
poor,  caring  for  the 
sick,  educating  poor 


children,  visiting  prisons,  and  standing  by  criminals 
when  they  were  hanged. 

“Jesus  advised  us,  through  his  disciples,  to  ‘take  care 
of  his  sheep’  as  he  addressed  the  body’s  basic  needs, 
which  include  the  physical  as  well  as  spiritual  needs,” 
says  Chaplain  Nelson.  If  the  spirit  is  not  well,  the  body 
is  not  well  and  if  the  body  is  not  well,  the  spirit  strug¬ 
gles.” 

Although  Wesley  believed  that  “saving  men  from 
hell  and  fitting  them  for  heaven”  was  his  primary  task  as 
a  minister,  he  never  lost  sight  of  the  needs  of  their  minds 
and  bodies.  “Your  support  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund 
at  Methodist  Hospital  is  one  way  to  reach  out  to  others,” 
she  says. 

Today,  members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  continue  the  tradition,  the 
spiritual  and  corporate  mission  of  John  Wesley  through 
Methodist  Hospital.  “The  Hospital  was  founded  by 
members  of  the  Gentilly  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  as  an  answer  to  a  specific  need  —  to  care  for  the 
sick,”  Chaplain  Nelson  says.  “From  its  beginning,  how¬ 
ever,  the  mission  was  more  than  just  caring  for  the  ill 
and  injured.  Methodist  Hospital,  reflecting  the  philoso¬ 
phy  of  the  Methodist  Church,  cares  for  the  whole  per¬ 
son,.  That  mission  extends  to  all  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity  we  serve.” 

“At  Methodist  Hospital,  we  are  concerned  with  the 
well-being  of  the  whole  patient,  physically,  emotionally 
and  spiritually,”  she  continues.  “Total  patient  care  incor¬ 
porates  the  best  care  for  the  body,  the  mind  and  the  spir¬ 
it.  We  know  that  optimum  physical  care  begins  when  an 
individual  is  at  ease  with  his  or  her  concerns,  fears  and 
spiritual  needs.  Studies  indicate  that  when  a  patient 
receives  spiritual  comfort,  the  length  of  a  hospital  stay  is 
reduced.” 

As  one  of  the  only  religious-based  healthcare  insti¬ 
tutions  in  the  greater  New  Orleans  area  and  one  of  few 


remaining  in  Louisiana,  Methodist  Hospital  makes  no 
effort  to  diminish  its  religious  connection.  “It’s  not  just 
okay  to  pray  at  Methodist  Hospital,  it’s  encouraged,” 
says  Chaplain  Nelson,  noting  the  many  employees, 
physicians,  visitors  and  patients  who  participate  in  spe¬ 
cial  services  held  in  the  Hospital’s  Koelemay  Chapel. 
“At  Methodist,  the  Chaplains  are  not  the  only  ones  who 
meet  with  patients  and  their  families  for  prayer  and 
reflection.  Some  nurses  and  doctors,  for  example,  pray 
with  the  patients  before  surgery.” 

In  many  ways,  Methodist  Hospital  is  a  Good 
Samaritan,  representing  the  thousands  of  Methodists 
throughout  Louisiana  who  are  committed  to  caring  for 
those  in  need.  “The  Hospital  extends  its  Methodist 
responsibility  to  reach  out  to  everyone  with  a  wide  range 
of  community  education  and  support  programs,” 
Chaplain  Nelson  emphasizes. 

Every  week,  Methodist  employees  and  physicians 
are  involved  in  activities  such  as  Successful  Aging 
Workshops,  a  Cancer  Support  Group,  First  Aid  and 
Cardiopulmonary  Resuscitation  training  classes, 
bereavement  support  groups,  and  diabetes  education,  as 
well  as  sponsoring  workshops  and  activities  for  young 
athletes,  new  parents,  ministers,  and  at-home  caregivers. 

Education  and  support  are  important  elements  to 
sustaining  good  health,  but  some  patients  need  more. 
The  Good  Samaritan  Fund  is  available  to  help  patients 
and  their  families  with  the  unexpected  expenses  and 
financial  demands  associated  with  illness  and  injury. 

“A  special  thank  you  to  all  those  who  have  donated 
to  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund  in  the  past  and  to  those  who 
will  assist  this  year,”  Chaplain  Nelson  says.  “Your  sup¬ 
port  is  vital  to  continuing  this  aspect  of  our  Church  min¬ 
istry.  Please  remember  Methodist  Hospital  and  its  thou¬ 
sands  of  patients  with  a  financial  contribution  to  the 
Fund.  Your  gift,  of  any  size,  will  help  the  lives  of  many. 
And,  as  always,  remember  the  Hospital  in  your  prayers.” 


ings,  information  and  referrals  to  more  than  100  members  of  the  community  partici¬ 
pating  in  a  free  Senior  Health  Fair.  In  addition  to  activities  at  Methodist,  hospital  rep¬ 
resentatives  conduct  screenings  and  educational  seminars  to  nursing  home  residents 
on  a  regular  basis  throughout  the  year. 
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MENTIONINGS 


The  Forth  Worth  Chapter  of  the  American  Guild  of  Organists  will  host 
the  Region  VII  (Louisiana,  Arkansas,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma  and  Texas) 
Convention  of  Church  Musicians  June  27-30. 

Organists  from  throughout  the  United  States  will  appear  in  concerts  and 
recitals,  including  Louis  Robilliard,  from  Lyon,  France,  who  will  preside 
over  the  largest  pipe  organ  in  Texas,  the  191  rank  Casavant  at  Broadway 
Baptist  Church.  Workshops  will  cover  the  latest  electronic  and  computer 
techniques  in  church  music,  choral  conducting  and  music  based  upon 
chant..  For  registration  information,  conctact  William  Park,  5080  Gilbert  Dr., 
Fort  Worth,  TX,  76116-8941.  Telephone:  (817)  738-0888  or  738-0612. 


St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  will  hold  it  16th  annual 
Consultation  on  Town  and  Country  Ministries  March  23-25.  Registration  fee  is  $110. 
The  purpose  of  the  consultation  is  to  provide  “a  refresher  course  in  rural  crisis  min¬ 
istries.”  Contact  Karen  Spencer  Barnes  at  (816)  483-9600  for  registration  details. 


Facing  the  Truth  with  Bill  Moyers,  a  documentary  look  at  South  Africans’  strug¬ 
gle  to  come  to  terms  with  the  legacy  of  apartheid,  airs  Tuesday,  March  30,  from  9- 
11  p.m.  (ET)  on  PBS  (check  local  listings).  The  program  focuses  on  the  work  of  the 
Truth  and  Reconciliation  Commission  chaired  by  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  and 
established  to  investigate  the  human  rights  violations  committed  between  I960  and 
1994  during  the  fight  against  apartheid. 

“There  were  moments  during  our  filming  in  South  Africa  when  I  thought  I  was 
staring  into  a  mirror  image  of  our  own  nation,”  Moyers  said.  “America  is  still  wrestling 
with  its  own  heritage  of  discrimination  and  injustice.  We  thought  that  by  looking  at 
South  Africa’s  attempt  to  move  beyond  a  racially  divided  socity-to  reconcile  and  for¬ 
give  the  past— we  might  learn  something  for  our  own  future.” 

The  application  deadline  for  United  Methodist  Communications  Racial 
Ethnic  Minority  Fellowship  is  March  29-  In  its  second  year,  the  fellowship  pro¬ 
vides  a  United  Methodist  of  racial  ethnic  minority  background  an  excellent  opportu¬ 
nity  for  hands-on  learning  and  work  with  an  experienced  communicator  in  a  select¬ 
ed  UM  Annual  Conference  communications  office.  UMCom  pays  the  fellowship  recip¬ 
ient  $30,000  for  the  year’s  salary,  plus  benefits,  travel  and  moving  expenses.  For  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  UMCom’s  Conference  Resourcing  Team  at  888-278-4862. 


A  United  Methodist  convocation  designed  for  non-Hispanic  congregations 
interested  in  ministries  with  Hispanics  is  planned  April  8-10  at  the  Houston 
Airport  Marriott.  Participants  will  learn  about  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry 
and  have  the  chance  to  meet  with  church  leaders  engaged  in  ministry  to  Hispanics. 

At  least  102  non-Hispanic  congregations  already  have  some  type  of  ministry  with 
Hispanics,  according  to  the  national  plan  office. 

The  convocation  has  a  $50  registration  fee  and  is  limited  to  200  participants.  For 
additional  information,  call  (212)  870-3693,  or  send  an  e-mail  to  Rlopez@gbgm- 
umc.org. 

La.  elder  lands  national  fellowship 

Louisiana  University  and  graduated 
magna  cum  laude  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

The  fellowships,  at  $10,000  each,  are 
the  largest  offered  by  a  Protestant 
denomination.  They  are  awarded  by  the 
Section  of  Elders  and  Local  Pastors 
(SELP),  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry, 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  fellowships  have  helped  gradu¬ 
ate  students  move  toward  careers  in  the¬ 
ological  education  for  the  past  four 
decades  and  represent  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  strong  commitment 
to  excellence  in  theological  education, 
said  Dr.  John  E.  Harnish,  associate  gen¬ 
eral  secretary,  SELP. 

This  year’s  fellows  join  190  Dempster 
scholars  who  have  followed  similar  call¬ 
ings  and  have  served  the  academy  and 
the  church  throughout  the  years,  Harnish 
said. 


An  ordained 
elder  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  is 
one  of  five  doc¬ 
toral  candidates 
to  receive  the 
45th  annual 
Dempster 
Graduate 
Fellowship,  the 
General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  recently 
announced. 

Ellen  Jeffrey  Blue,  a  native  of  Olla,  La., 
is  enrolled  at  Tulane  University  specializ¬ 
ing  in  U.S.  and  religious  history.  She  has 
completed  her  course  work  and  will  be 
working  on  her  dissertation  which  will 
focus  on  the  history  of  St.  Mark’s  UMC 
and  Community  Center  in  the  French 
Quarter  of  New  Orleans. 

Blue  is  a  graduate  of  Northeast 


. A  WORD  TO  WITNESS. 

The  *Church  needs  ‘high-maintenance' 

members,  too 


By  Robert  Morwell 
Pastor,  Peoria  Bethel  UMC 
Illinois  Great  Rivers  Conference 

There  is  a  droll  Chinese  curse  that 
declares,  “May  you  live  in  interesting 
times.” 

Times  got  pretty  interesting  recently 
when  a  young  man  walked  into  our 
men’s  Sunday  school  class.  He  bran¬ 
dished  a  paring  knife  and  said  he  was 
thinking  about  harming  himself.  One  of 
the  men  in  the  class  took  the  knife  from 
him,  and  the  others  began  to  ask  the 
young  man  what  was  wrong. 

He  told  them  he  was  on  the  run  from 
the  police  because  he  had  stolen  toys  his 
girlfriend  bought  for  her  children  and 
sold  them  for  money  to  buy  crack 
cocaine. 

The  men  prayed  with  him  and  told 
him  he  needed  to  get  help  with  his 
addiction  and  other  personal  problems. 
But  he  left  rather  than  stick  around  for 
worship. 

He  was  arrested  the  next  day.  He  calls 
the  church  constandy — collect — asking 
for  one  kind  of  help  or  another. 

The  first  woman  to  show  up  at  a  new 
Bible  study  I  started  for  the  residents  of  a 
nearby  drug  rehabilitation  center  is  a 
recovering  cocaine  addict  and  former 
stripper.  The  others  who  have  joined  the 
class  have  equally  colorful  histories. 

While  they  enjoy  the  Bible  study, 
none  of  them  yet  have  appeared  in  the 
sanctuary  on  Sunday. 

Their  sad  and  turbulent  tales  speak  of 
a  screaming  need  for  grace.  Yet  they 
avoid  the  one  place  and  time  that  the 
church  tries  to  offer  the  message  of  grace 
most  intensely  and  intentionally. 

Why  is  that? 

Could  it  be  that  they  doubt  church 
folk  really  would  welcome  them? 

Could  it  be  that  when  we  speak  of 
church  growth,  they  know  we  aren’t  real¬ 
ly  talking  about  them? 

I  cannot  help  but  feel  that  when  most 
United  Methodists  talk  about  bringing 
new  people  into  the  church,  they  tend  to 


envision  a  nice  middle-class,  two-parent, 
two-income  family  that  owns  a  nice 
home,  drives  a  sport  utility  vehicle,  and 
surfs  the  Internet.  You  know...people- 
who  can  serve  on  committees  and  help 
sustain  the  church  budget. 

God  knows,  I  would  like  to  get  about 
100  such  families  in  my  church,  too!  After 
all,  they  tend  to  be  relatively  “low  main¬ 
tenance”  from  a  pastoral  point  of  view. 

But  Jesus  said,  “Those  who  are  well 
have  no  need  of  a  physician,  but  those 
who  are  sick;  I  have  come  to  call  not  the 
righteous  but  sinners.” 

The  trouble  is  that  sinners  are  high 
maintenance.  They  take  a  lot  of  time  and 
energy.  They  often  fail  and  frustrate  you. 
They  don’t  have  much  to  put  toward 
payment  of  apportionments. 

They  are  not  the  people  toward  whom 
our  nice,  respectable,  middle-class 
denomination  normally  is  drawn.  But 
they  are  the  people  for  whom  Jesus 
came. 

He  appeared  in  our  midst  as  one  of 
the  poor  and  homeless.  Luke’s  gospel 
makes  it  sound  like  Jesus  was  not  only 
conceived  but  bom  out  of  wedlock.  He 
was  a  manual  laborer  from  a  little  jerk¬ 
water  town  in  hillbilly  country.  He  hung 
around  with  traitorous  tax  collectors, 
hookers,  revolutionaries,  slaves,  foreign 
soldiers,  the  dirt  poor,  and  the  just  plain 
crazy.  All  sorts  of  high-maintenance 
folks. 

I’m  sure  they  made  for  interesting 
times.  They  also  made  the  first  church. 

That  early  church  was  known  for  dra¬ 
matic,  even  explosive  growth.  Not  exact¬ 
ly  a  hallmark  of  contemporary 
Methodism  in  America. 

Could  it  be  that  we’ve  missed  the  true 
target  of  evangelism? 

All  I  know  is  that  we  recently  started 
two  new  Bible  studies  in  our  church.  The 
fastest  growing  one  has  the  drug  addicts 
and  the  stripper  in  it. 

We  live  in  interesting  times. 

Reprinted  from  The  Current 


Churchwide  giving  grew  in  1 998 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  in  the  United  States 
gave  more  to  churchwide  mission  and 
ministry  last  year  than  in  previous  years 
by  well  over  a  million  dollars,  according 
to  figures  released  by  the  denomination’s 
financial  agency. 

Receipts  for  the  church’s  eight  appor¬ 
tioned  funds  -  “askings”  based  on  a  fair- 
share  formula  -  rose  nearly  1  percent  to 
a  total  of  almost  $105.4  million,  contrast¬ 
ed  with  $104.5  million  in  1997,  according 
to  the  year-end  report  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


Giving  to  the  denomination’s  six  spe¬ 
cial  Sundays  with  offerings  rose  about  18 
percent..  “Overall— including  the  Special 
Sundays-giving  was  up  $1.87  million  to 
total  $112  million,”  observed  Sandra 
Kelley  Lackore,  GCFA’s  top  staff  execu¬ 
tive. 

Participation  in  the  World  Service 
Fund  -  a  churchwide  outreach  and  pro¬ 
gram  fund  -  reached  90  percent  of  the 
apportionment  for  the  first  time  in  eight 
years.  The  last  time  it  was  that  high  was 
during  a  period  of  high  interest  rates, 
unlike  the  present,  according  to  Lackore. 
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New  lay  speaking 
class  offered  online 

by  Tim  Hebert 

Conference  Lay  Speaking  Chair 

The  first  ever  online  Advanced  Lay 
Speaking  Course  on  Missions  will  be 
taught  this  spring  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  beginning  on  April  11. 

Church  members  can  register  on  the 
Conference  website  at  www.gbgm- 
umc.org/louisiana-conference/laysp.htm. 

How  many  of  you  are  familiar  with 
the  position  of  Lay  Speaker?  It  had  it’s 
beginnings  early  in  the  history  of 
Methodism,  when  lay  persons  were 
called  upon  to  preach  if  the  circuit  riding 
preachers  were  at  other  charges. 

That  task  is  still  being  performed 
today.  Men  and  women  across  the 
Louisiana  Conference  are  filling  pulpits 
regularly;  but  they  are  doing  much  more 
than  that. 

While  its  roots  are  founded  in  pulpit 
supply,  today’s  Lay  Speaker  can  receive 
education  in  a  variety  of  areas.  There 
are  advanced  courses  on  evangelism, 
caring,  stewardship,  prayer,  worship, 
and  heritage  ...  to  name  a  few.  Lay 
speaking  is  a  way  for  you  to  say  ’I  want 
to  become  better  educated  and  make  a 
bigger  difference  in  the  Church.’ 

To  become  a  Lay  Speaker,  members 
need  to  complete  a  basic  course. 
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Church's  collection  of 
flood  buckets  runneth  over 

L.L.  Editions  ton,  chairman  of  the 
Missions  Committee  at  Carpenter’s 
Chapel  CMC,  Prairieville,  shows  off 
some  of  the  flood  buckets  (right)  col¬ 
lected  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District  for 
Mission  In  Motion.  While  the  church 
was  asked  to  provide  15  buckets,  it 
more  than  doubled  that  goal,  giving  a 
total  of  34  buckets. 

“In  our  area,  flooding  can  be-and  has 
been-a  major  problem,”  said  Rev.  Chris 
Blanchard,  pastor.  “Many  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  have  had  the  experience  of  flood 
clean-up,  even  rebuilding  their  homes, 
so  we  answered  this  call  with  the  hope 
of  never  again  needing  such  help  but 
knowing  hill  well  that  the  next  appeal 
for  help  could  come  from  our  area.” 
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special  needs.” 

At  the  same  time,  she  stressed  the 
importance  of  giving  to  general  mission 
funds  as  well. 

“I’m  very  much  concerned  for  the 
Miracle  Night  that  will  be  the  first  night  of 
Annual  Conference,”  she  said,  referring 
to  the  “Hope  for  the  Children  of  Africa” 
fundraising  effort. 

St.  Amant,  the  widow  of  Rev.  Fred  St. 
Amant,  has  also  established  an  endow¬ 
ment  for  the  Mulungwishi  seminary. 

“It  seems  to  me  that  theological  school 
is  one  of  the  most  important  things,”  she 
said. 

“Africa  is  exploding  with  Christianity. 
And  there  are  all  sorts  of  brands  of 
Christianity  there.  There  are  brands  that 
you  wouldn’t  recognize.  And  it’s  very 
important  for  people  who  have  a  real 
understanding  of  the  Gospel  to  be  able  to 
teach  and  preach  and  lead  people.” 

These  days,  missionaries  aren’t  just 
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a  formative  influence  on  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Human  Development  in  Baldwin,  which 
now  also  houses  the  UMCOR  Depot, 
Norman  said.  The  center  and  the  depot 
evolved  as  a  result  of  the  need  that  exist¬ 
ed  in  South  Louisiana  after  Hurricane 
Andrew  in  1992. 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  also  spoke  at 
the  celebration,  and  noted  that  Lutgen 
had  left  his  mark  on  The  United 
Methodist  Church  through  his  work  with 
UMCOR.  “There  are  multitudes  of  places 
in  the  world  today  where  you  are 
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preachers — they’re  also  teachers,  St. 
Amant  said.  Missionaries  train  indigenous 
preachers,  who  then  go  out  among  their 
people  spreading  the  Gospel. 

“We  (North  American  missionaries) 
aren’t  the  ones  who  are  telling  people 
about  Jesus.  We’re  helping  people  learn 
how  to  tell  their  own  people.  And  they 
can  do  it  much  better  than  we  can,”  St. 
Amant  said. 

And  despite  the  political  unrest  in 
many  parts  of  Africa — the  missionaries 
have  been  evacuated  to  neighboring 
Zambia  several  times — the  work  must 
continue,  she  said. 

“There’s  so  much  conflict  in  Africa, 
she  said,  “we  have  to  work  when  we 
can.” 

If  you  would  like  to  help  fulfill  St. 
Amant’s  dream  of  “electrifying”  the 
Mulungwishi  Seminary,  please  send  dona¬ 
tions  through  your  local  church  to  the 
Conference  office. 


involved  because  Ken  Lutgen  opened 
doors  for  that  to  happen,”  he  said. 

The  Bishop  went  on  to  emphasize  the 
importance  of  mission  to  the  life  of  the 
Church.  “You’ve  heard  me  say  this 
before,  and  I  believe  it  with  all  my  heart: 
If  something  sweet  is  not  happening  out¬ 
side  the  walls  of  the  church,  whatever  is 
going  on  inside  inevitably  turns  sour,”  he 
said. 

“There  was  a  sense  of  energy  and  a 
sense  of  excitement  (in  the  room  where 
the  booths  were  displayed)  because  we 
were  involved  in  holy  business,”  he  said. 


4^ 


In  Memoriam 


4s 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Dr.  Kenneth  Reed  (Senior 
Advisor/Consultant,  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Foundation,  Baton  Rouge 
District)  on  the  death  of  his  step-mother, 
Mrs.  Eura  Reed.  Services  were  held 
March  13  in  Redwater,  Tx.  Ken  and  his 
two  brothers  officiated. 

Rev.  Clifton  Conrad  (Calvary  UMC, 
Thibodaux,  Acadiana  District)  on  the 


death  of  his  father,  Mr.  Willard  Conrad. 
Services  were  held  March  11  at  Neely 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Rev.  Dan  Washington,  Jr.  (Walmsley- 
Mason  UMC,  Morgan  City,  Acadiana 
District)  on  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Addis  Washington.  Services  were  held 
March  10  at  Greater  Good  Hope  Baptist 
Church  in  Norco. 


COMING  SOON 


The  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in 
LeBlanc  (Lake  Charles  District)  is  cele¬ 
brating  its  30th  anniversary  this  year. 

The  first  tri-district  workday  is 
Saturday,  April  24,  beginning  at  8  a.m. 

“We  need  as  much  help  as  possible,” 
said  Sammie  King,  URC  director.  She 
added  that  groups  planning  to  attend 
should  contact  URC  in  advance  so  they 
can  know  how  many  snacks  and  lunch¬ 
es  to  prepare. 

The  tri-district  Youth  Work  Weekend 
is  scheduled  for  April  23-25.  Contact 
Karen  Burgess  at  (318)  443-5696  for  reg¬ 
istration  information. 

URC’s  Fall  Celebration  day  is  slated 
for  Oct.  16,  with  the  theme:  “Founded  on 
Faith-Focusing  on  the  Future.”  Contact 
Donna  Bergstedt  at  (318)  583-4411  for 
information  or  to  share  pictures,  memo¬ 
ries,  stories  or  bits  of  history  about  the 
retreat  center. 


Confirmation  day  ‘98 


Confirmation 
Day  with  the 
Bishop  will  be 
held  April  24 
from  10  a.m.- 
2:30  p.m.  at  the 
Conference 
Center  in 

Woodworth. 

Registration 
deadline  is 
April  12.  Cost  is 
$10  per  person, 
which  includes  lunch.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  or  to  register,  contact  Kay  Irby  at  the 
Conference  Office  at  (225)  346-1646  or 
888-239-5286. 

•  •••••  “Hearts  Aflame,”  the 

praise  and  worship  team  from 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  lead 
services  at  First  UMC,  Denham  Springs, 
April  17.  For  more  information  on  the 
event,  contact  First  UMC  at  (225)  665- 
8995. 
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Annual  Conference  offers  mission 


Peeples,  Youngblood  to  lead  districts 


to  children  opportunities 


- 


It’s  that  time  of  year  again  when 
we  turn  our  heads  toward  the 
mecca  of  Louisiana  Methodism- 
Annual  Conference.  It’s  an  exciting 
time,  especially  this  year,  our  last 
gathering  in  this  millennium. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  assem¬ 
bly  at  the  Gold  Dome  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  Centenary  College  in 


bulk  to  be  packed  into  kits  by 
teams  at  Conference. 

3)  Financial  donations  to  buy 
school  supplies  will  be  accepted. 
(Please  make  checks  out  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and 
mark  them  “For  School  Supplies.”) 
District  offices  have  the  list  of  sup¬ 
plies  needed. 


‘Who  do  you  say  that  I  am?”-Jesus  Christ 


Shreveport  June  7-10  is  Jesus’  que- 
sion,  “Who  do  you  say  that  I  am?” 
School  supply  kits 

To  launch  the  emphasis  on 
“Persons  in  Poverty,”  the  third  in 
our  four  year  focus  on  The  Bishops’ 
Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty, 
UM  churches  around  the  state  are 
asked  to  collect  school  supplies  for 
children  and  youth  from  pre-school 
to  high  school.  They  will  be  col¬ 
lected  at  Conference  on  Tuesday, 
June  8. 

Donations  will  be  received  in 
three  ways: 

1)  Supplies  can  be  packaged 
into  kits  with  the  grade  level 
marked  on  the  outside  of  each 
package. 

2)  Supplies  can  be  brought  in 


The  kits  will  be  loaded  on  the 
Mission  in  Motion  tractor  trailer  and 
taken  to  the  UMCOR  Depot  at  the 
Sager-Brown  facility  in  Baldwin.  A 
committee  of  UM  principals  and 
administrators,  working  with  Rev. 
Greg  Dike  (St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center),  Rev.  Doug  Ezell  (Methodist 
Home  for  Children)  and  Rev.  Marva 
Mitchell  (People’s  Community 
Center),  will  design  the  process  of 
distributing  the  kits  to  children  in 
New  Orleans. 

Miracle  Night  Offering 

Meanwhile,  churches  are  raising 
money  for  the  Miracle  Night 
Offering  to  be  received  opening 
night  of  Annual  Conference.  These 
special  gifts,  which  are  expected  to 

Please  see  Offerings,  page  8 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon  has  announced  the  follow¬ 
ing  two  district  superintendent  appointments  for  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  effective  in  June: 

Rev.  William  D.  Peeples  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Shreveport  District.  Pastor  of 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport  since  1992,  Peeples 
has  been  in  ministry  for  42  years.  He  has  pastored 
many  churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  includ¬ 
ing  First  UMC,  West  Monroe;  Aldersgate  UMC, 
Slidell;  St.  John’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  and  St.  Luke 
UMC,  Lake  Charles. 

A  native  of  Louisiana,  Peeples  grew  up  in  Athens 
UMC  and  as  a  teenager  was  a  member  of  the 
Bienville-Castor-Mill  Creek  and  Strange  Methodist 
Charge  where  he  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1957. 
He  holds  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  from  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport  and  a  bachelor  of  divinity 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas. 

Peeples  and  his  wife,  Fane,  have  been  married 
since  1961  and  have  a  grown  son  and  daughter. 
They  are  expecting  their  first  grandchild  this  month. 

Rev.  William  L.  Youngblood,  pastor  of 
Louisiana  Memorial  UMC,  Opelousas,  has  been 
named  district  superintendent  of  the  Alexandria 
Dristict.  Prior  to  his  appointment  to  Louisiana 
Memorial  in  1996,  he  was  associate  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Born  in  Mississippi,  Youngblood  has  studied  both 
law  and  divinity.  He  became  an  attorney  in  1973 
and  spent  twenty  years  as  a  bank  executive  and  trust 
officer  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  As  a  young  man, 
he  served  as  pastor  and  associate  pastor  of  UM 
churches  in  the  Florida  Annual  Conference.  He 
holds  a  bachelor  of  divinity  degree  from  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta 
and  a  jurisdoctor  degree  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  School  of  Law. 

Youngblood  has  been  married  to  his  wife  Nanci 
for  36  years;  they  have  two  grown  children  and  a 
brand  new  granddaughter  who  was  born  in 
February. 
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Being  and  Doing 

If  there  were  no 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  Rgjy  ffeCtiOn  .  .  . 


Easter  confronts  us,  compels  us,  con¬ 
founds  us  and  consumes  us!  And  well  it 
should  and,  indeed,  must!  We  are  the 
Resurrection  community.  We  are  resur¬ 
rection  people.  We  live  by  resurrection- 
past,  present,  and  future! 

If  there  were  no  Resurrection,  God 
could  not  continue  to  create  and  recre¬ 
ate.  The  Resurrection,  for  followers  of 
Jesus,  validates  the  power  of  God  to 

bring  to  fulfillment 

the  plan 
and  inten¬ 
tion  of  God 
for  God’s  ere 
ation.  The  grave 
could  not  hold  Jesus. 

The  saving  work  of  God 
expressed  in  and  through 
Jesus  could  not  be  defeated 
nor  ended  by  any  force  or 
circumstance  in  this  world. 

The  death  of  Jesus 
demonstrates  the  horror, 
treachery,  and  enmity  of  per¬ 
sons.  The  Resurrection  of 
Jesus  demonstrates  the  res¬ 
olute,  reliable  mind  and 
heart  of  God  to  overcome 
evil  with  good  and  to  re-cre¬ 
ate  unending  possibilities 
for  new  beginnings.  The 
world  met  Jesus  with 
vengeance;  God  met  Jesus 
with  victory. 

If  there 

were  no 

Resurrection 
Jesus  would  be 
a  great  teacher, 

but  not  a  great  Savior.  For  Christians,  sal¬ 
vation  is  not  defined  as  “self-help.  The 
great  ideas  of  the  world  may  be  remark¬ 
ably  instructive,  but  they  are  not  thereby 
laden  with  the  power  to  be  transforma¬ 
tive.  The  “teachings”  of  Jesus  are  able  to 
transform  because  they  were  redeemed 
for  all  eternity.  The  Resurrection  declares 
that  what  Jesus  was  and  is  about  is  more 
than  connecting  people  to  great  pre¬ 
cepts;  Jesus  connects  people  to  God! 
“God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the  world 
to  himself.” 

The  Resurrection  is  itself  another  of 
God’s  transformational  events.  The  old 
has  passed  away;  the  new  has  come! 
Jesus  is  the  Savior  because  he  touches 
every  aspect  of  the  human  journey  with 
divine  love  and  divine  possibility.  “I 
have  come  to  do  a  new  thing,”  and  that 
“new  thing”  is  to  help  people  become 
“new  people.” 


If  there  were  no  Resurrection  the  Holy 
Spirit  would  be  a  subjective  feeling  and 
not  a  providing  power.  The  “comforter” 
that  Jesus  prays  for  God  to  send  is  the 
power  of  God  for  Jesus’  followers  and 
for  Jesus,  himself.  The  Spirit  that  came 
upon  Jesus  at  his  baptism  was  confirmed 
anew  by  Jesus’  resurrection.  The  Spirit  of 
God  is  not  dependent  upon  human  ini¬ 
tiative  nor  is  it  denied  by  human  folly. 
The  Resurrection  makes  it  clear  that  the 

Spirit  that 
lived  in 
Jesus  and 
lived 
through  Jesus 
also  lives  in  and 
through  the  Risen  Christ! 
We  diminish  the  Holy  Spirit 
if  we  characterize  the  Spirit  in 
language  limited  to  “feeling.”  We 
pray  when  we  “feel”  the  spirit  and 
also  when  we  don’t.  The 
Resurrection  has  such  cosmic  signif¬ 
icance,  awesome  implications,  and 
holy  mystery  that  neither  language 
or  feeling  can  convey  the  historical 
watershed  reality  of  “you  are  looking 
for  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  who  was  cruci¬ 
fied.  He  has  been  raised. 

“But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy, 
out  of  the  great  love  with  which  he 
loved  us  even  when  we  were  dead 
through  our  trespasses,  made  us 
alive  together  with  Christ— by  grace 
you  have 
been  saved- 
-and  raised 
us  up  with 
him  and 
seated  us  with  him  in  the  heavenly 
places  in  Christ  Jesus,  so  that  in  the 
ages  to  come  he  might  show  the 
immeasurable  riches  of  his  grace  in 
kindness  toward  us  in  Christ  Jesus. 
For  by  grace  you  have  been  saved 
through  faith,  and  this  is  not  your 
own  doing;  it  is  the  gift  of  God— not 
the  result  of  works,  so  that  no  one 
may  boast.  For  we  are  what  he  has 
made  us,  created  in  Jesus  Christ  for 
good  works,  which  God  prepared 
beforehand  to  be  our  way  of  life.” 

Ephesians  2:4-10  NRSV 
If  there  were  no  Resurrection,  there 
might  be  a  group  of  devotees,  but  there 
would  not  be  millions  of  disciples!  We 
live  by  Resurrection-past,  present,  and 


"He  has  been  raised." 


future. 


Dan  E.  Solomon 


Inlerfaith  group  elects  Solomon  president 
for  2000,  votes  on  environmental  issues 


by  Rev.  C.  Dana  Krutz 

Executive  director 

Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 

Delegates  to  the  Annual  Assembly  of 
the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
convened  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria,  March  1-2  and 
elected  new  officers  and  board  members. 
The  Most  Rev.  Michael  Jarrell,  bishop  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Houma- 
Thibodaux,  was  elected  president  for  the 
1999-2000  term.  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon, 
episcopal  leader  of  the  Louisiana  Area  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  was  voted 
president-elect.  His  office  as  president 
will  begin  in  March,  2000. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Kammer,  S.J.  (Society  of 
Jesus),  executive  director  of  Catholic 
Charities,  USA,  gave  the  keynote  address. 
In  his  address  Fr.  Kammer  focused  on 
“The  Church  and  Public  Policy,”  explor¬ 
ing  the  challenges  of  social  ministry  and 
advocacy  on  behalf  of  the  poor  and  the 
voiceless  of  our  society. 

Vera  W.  Blakes,  assistant  secretary, 
Department  of  Social  Service/Office  of 
Family  Support  for  the  State  of  Louisiana 
also  addressed  the  Assembly  on  Monday. 
Blakes  called  upon  churches  to  take  into 
training  persons  still  on  welfare  in  the 
Community  Work  Experience  Program. 
In  this  program,  welfare  recipients  are 
assigned  to  specific  positions  in  order  to 
learn  about  the  culture  of  work  and  the 
requirements  for  employment.  Recipients 
continue  to  receive  welfare  grants  during 
this  time,  but  no  additional  salary  is 
expected. 

In  other  business,  the  Assembly  dele¬ 
gates  heard  reports  from  its  task  forces 
with  recommendations  for  action.  The 


report  from  the  Commission  on 
Stewardship  of  the  Environment  offered 
several  recommendations.  In  one  resolu¬ 
tion,  the  Conference  voted  to  support  the 
work  of  the  Grand  Bois  Public  Health 
Response  Work  Group  in  their  attempt  to 
answer  the  health  questions  of  residents 
of  Lafourche  Parish.  In  the  second  reso¬ 
lution,  the  Conference  pledged  to 
oppose  the  opening  of  the  GTX  toxic 
waste  incinerator  in  Amelia.  A  third  reso¬ 
lution  calls  for  monitoring  the  permit 
application  process  for  the  Shintech 
Polyvinyl  Chloride  Facility  in 
Plaquemine.  Assembly  delegates  also 
asked  the  Stewardship  of  the 
Environment  Commission  to  study 
Rhodia  Corporation’s  plans  to  burn 
napalm  at  their  facility  in  Baton  Rouge. 

In  other  action,  delegates  adopted  a 
resolution  supporting  the  Louisiana 
Prison  Chapel  Foundation  in  its  efforts  to 
build  interfaith  chapels  on  prison  com¬ 
plexes  around  the  state.  The  group  also 
passed  a  resolution  from  the  task  force 
on  Public  Policy  requesting  public  and 
private  recreational  groups  to  be  sensi¬ 
tive  to  honoring  times  for  worship  and 
religious  education  in  scheduling  activi- 
— ties  for  children  and  youth  before  1  p.m. 
on  Sundays. 

Delegates  heard  Bishop  Solomon 
preach  for  the  Assembly  Worship  Service 
on  Monday  evening,  March  1. 

Bishop  Thomas  Hoyt,  Jr.  of  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
presided  at  the  two-day  meeting. 

For  more  information  on  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  call 
(225)  924-0213. 


General  Conference  2000  update 


It’s  not  too  late  to  submit  layperson 
GC  delegate  application: 

Are  you  interested  in  becoming  a 
General  Conference  layperson  delegate 
from  Louisiana,  but  missed  the  March 
application  deadline  for  pre-conference 
publication?  Although  your  name 
won’t  be  included  in  the  material 
distributed  prior  to  annual  con¬ 
ference,  it’s  not  too  late  to  ^ 
submit  an  application. 

Late  applications  will  be  fp[ 
compiled  in  an  addendum  % 
and  distributed  at  annual  con-  ' 


General 
Conference 
2000 


Churc*1 


ference. 

To  receive  an  application,  call 
the  Conference  Office  at  (888)  239-5286 
or  (225)  346-1646.  Remember,  you  must 
be  able  to  attend  the  whole  two  weeks  of 
General  Conference  (May  1-12,  2000  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio)  and  three  days  for  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
(July  12-15,  2000  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.). 

Conference  lay  leader  speaker 
sought:  If  you  are  a  conference  lay 
leader,  you  are  invited  to  compete  for  the 


opportunity  to  give  the  laity  address  at 
General  Conference.  Manuscripts  must 
address  the  theme  “Partners  in  Ministry: 
Making  Disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.”  Judges 
will  not  be  told  who  submits  the  entries, 
so  put  your  name  and  telephone  number 
on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  and  not 
on  the  manuscript.  Send  a  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  copy  to  Timothy  E. 
Moss,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  TN  37202  0840. 
Volunteer  pages,  marshals 
needed  Volunteer  pages  and 
marshals  are  being  recruited  for 
General  Conference. 1  About  150 
volunteers  are  needed,  according  to  staff 
working  with  the  Commission  on  the 
General  Conference.  Marshals  and  pages 
will  be  responsible  for  the  cost  of  their 
own  expenses,  including  travel,  housing 
and  meals.  Application  forms  may  be 
requested  from  the  Rev.  Mark  Wharff, 
P.O.  Box  576373,  Modesta,  CA  95357- 
6373;  or  by  e-mail  at 
MarkWharff@aol.com. 
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Volunteer  coordinators  survey  damage  in  storm-ravaged  Honduras 


Members  of  the  Lopez  family  stand  on  the  porch  of  their 
makeshift  home  in  Dote  de  Febrero,  Honduras. 


by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Director  Rev.  Larry  Norman  toured  parts 
of  Honduras  March  8-11  on  a  scouting 
mission  in  advance  of  sending  work  teams 
to  the  country  ravaged  by  Hurricane 
Mitch. 

Norman  and  several  other  VIM  coordi¬ 
nators  and  personnel  from  the  South 
Central  and  Southeastern  Jurisdictions  sur¬ 
veyed  damage  in  the  capital  city, 
Tegucigalpa,  and  in  Doce  de  Febrero,  a 
tiny,  rural  community  in  the  south. 

Much  of  the  landscape  still  bore  the  fin¬ 
gerprints  of  the  storm  that  washed  over 
the  country  nearly  five  months  ago,  killing 
thousands:  debris  pinned  high  in  trees; 
rubble  strewn  where  houses  used  to  be; 
mountain  roads  collapsed  in  chunks  as 
the  land  beneath  them  slid  away;  downed 
trees  pointing  in  the  direction  floodwaters 
flowed,  like  witnesses  to  a  crime  telling 
police,  “He  went  that  way.” 

“The  devastation  we  saw-thousands  of 
homes,  hundreds  of  businesses  demol- 
ished-was  more  than  I  had  suspected, 
even  hearing  the  statistics,”  Norman  said. 


VIM  Director  Larry  Norman 
(right)  talks  with  Marta  Pendrey, 
national  coordinator  for  groups  at 
the  Honduras-based  Christian 
Commission  for  Development. 

“It’s  unbelievable  the  damage  this  coun¬ 
try  has  suffered.” 

“It  makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world 
to  (volunteers)  that  someone  has  been 
there  and  knows  the  situation  first-hand,” 
he  said.  They  want  to  know,  “Where  are 
we  going  to  sleep;  what  are  we  going  to 
eat;  who’s  going  to  cook;  how  physical 
will  the  work  be?”  he  said. 

Rachel  Sandifer,  VIM  coordinator  for 
the  Central  Texas  Conference,  said  seeing 
the  damage  with  her  own  eyes  will  help 
her  speak  more  passionately  about  the 
need  for  volunteer  teams. 

“I’ve  seen  it.  I’ve  seen  the  people.  I’ve 
seen  the  homes.  It’s  a  first-hand  experi¬ 
ence  as  opposed  to  a  media  experience,” 
she  said.  Sandifer  said  the  logistical  infor¬ 
mation  she  has  gotten  will  prove  useful, 
as  well. 

For  example,  the  conditions  in  Doce  de 
Febrero  are  extremely  demanding:  the 
nickname  for  the  surrounding  region  is  “El 
Homo  del  Diablo” — Satan’s  Furnace. 


“In  the  U.S., 
there’s  no 
frame  of  refer¬ 
ence  for  how 
hot  and  dry 
this  place  is,” 
said  Larry 
Acton,  VIM 
coordinator 
for  the 

Oklahoma 
Conference. 

So,  it’s  impor¬ 
tant  that  coor¬ 
dinators  can 
see  the  condi¬ 
tions  and 
choose  teams 
that  are  suited 
for  the 

demands  of  a 
particular  work  setting,  he  said. 

Work  at  Doce,  as  well  as  in 
Tegucigalpa,  is  a  coordinated  effort 
between  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR),  Church  World  Service 
(CWS)  and 
the  Honduras- 
based 
Christian 
Commission 
f  o  r 
Development 
(CCD)  to  pro¬ 
vide  relief  to 
the  country’s 
battered  pop¬ 
ulation. 

UMCOR 
had  been 
working 
directly  with 
CCD  to  pro¬ 
vide  relief 

supplies  and 
volunteers  for 
the  recovery 
efforts  until 
turning  over 
the  relation¬ 
ship  to  CWS, 
said  Joe 
Moran,  a  CWS 
regional  coordinator.  CWS  personnel 
coordinating  this  relief  effort  continue  to 
work  out  of  the  UMCOR  Depot  at  the 
Sager-Brown  facility  in  Baldwin,  La. 

CWS  is  an  arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  an  ecumenical  partnership  of  33 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  Christian  denomi¬ 
nations  in  the  United  States.  The  majority  of 
the  teams  sent  to  Honduras  thus  far  have 
been  United  Methodist,  because  the 
denomination  has  such  a  strong  infrastruc¬ 
ture  for  sending  volunteers,  Moran  said. 

Reconstruction  is  Phase  Two  in  the 
planned  relief  effort,  he  said.  “We  want  to 
reconstruct  not  only  their  homes,  but  their 
lives,”  said  CCD  President  Noemi  de 
Espinoza. 

Phase  One  focused  on  providing  emer¬ 


gency  medical  assistance,  Moran  said. 
Phase  Three  of  the  plan  will  work  to 
restore  agricultural  production.  CCD’s 
largely  rural  mission  efforts  aim  to  keep 
people  in  the  countryside,  rather  than 
flooding  into  cities  looking  for  work, 


Espinoza  said. 

For  the  reconstruction  phase,  CCD  has 
set  the  goal  of  building  2,000  homes  in 
two  years — not  by  itself,  but  through 
coordination  with  local  churches  and 
other  non-governmental  organizations 
(NGOs).  Residents  often  work  side-by- 
side  with  volunteers. 

Norma  Elisa  Mejia,  CCD  project  coordi¬ 
nator,  spoke  of  the  importance  of  volun¬ 
teer  work.  While  monetary  contributions 
are  critical  to  the  success  of  these  projects, 
“We  like  to  see  the  human  face  behind  it,” 
she  said.  “Sending  money  is  solidarity,  but 
it’s  solidarity  without  a  face.  To  have  you 
here  in  the  flesh  is  to  have  real  brothers 
and  real  sisters  here  with  us,”  she  said. 

“The  rebuilding  effort  is  really  just  the 


A  volunteer  and  a  villager  survey 
the  damage  wrought  by  Hurricane 
Mitch  in  their  village  in  Honduras. 


avenue  through  which  we  share  life 
together  and  through  which  relationships 
are  built  with  brothers  and  sisters  of 
Honduras,”  she  said.  “And  that’s  the 
power  of  VIM  itself.” 

The  first  Louisiana  VIM  work  team  to 
Honduras  is  scheduled  for  Nov.  13-21. 
Team  leader  is  Rev.  Ramonalynn  Bethley, 
associate  pastor  at  Munholland  UMC, 
Metairie.  A  second  trip  has  been  scheduled 
for  May  20-28,  2000.  Team  leaders  are  Rev. 
Tracy  MacKenzie,  associate  pastor  at 
Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur,  and 
Buddy  Frenzel,  lay  person  from  Henning. 
Three  other  work  trips  to  the  country 
remain  to  be  scheduled,  Norman  said. 

If  you  are  interested  in  joining  in  this 
VIM  effort,  contact  the  VIM  office  in 
Baton  Rouge  at  (888)  239-5286. 


Honduran  children  smile  amidst  the  devastation  which  surrounds  them  in  the  “Devil’s  Furnace” 


region  of  the  country. 


Photos  for  this  story  by  Joshua  Lewis 
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Dolores  Charles  Henderson, 
Acadiana  Social  Action  coordinator 
and  member  of  Walmsley  CMC, 
Morgan  City,  became  one  of  eight 
Louisiana  recipients  of  the  1998 
Angel  Award.  Selected  a  finalist  from 
a  field  of  150  nominees,  Henderson 
represented  the  Acadiana  District. 
She  was  nominated  by  Lloyd 
Dressed,  St.  Mary  Parish  School 
Board  superintendent  and  Muriel 
Manuel  of  the  St.  Mary  Parish  Arts  & 
Humanities  CounciL  Finalists  were 
showcased  in  a  video  at  an  awards 
banquet  held  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
aired  on  public  television.  Each  final¬ 
ist  was  awarded  a  $2,500  stipend  to 
donate  to  their  favorite  charities. 


Got  news? 

Please  send  stories  and  pictures  about 
your  church  to: 

Judi  Sarver 

305  Chastant  Boulevard 
Lafayette,  LA  70508  or 
E-mail:  BD212226@aoLcom 


First  UMC,  New  Iberia,  houses  'drug  treatment  court' 


by  Judi  Sarver 

District  Communication  Advisor 

First  UMC  in  New  Iberia  is  involved  in 
a  unique  program  to  assist  the  citizens  of 
Iberia  Parish. 

The  Drug  Treatment  Court  for  Iberia 
Parish  is  located  in  seven  rooms  of  the 
church’s  Educational  Building.  Four  of 
the  rooms  are  used  exclusively  by  the 
court  and  the  other  three  are  used  during 
the  week  by  the  court  and  by  the  church 
on  Sunday  mornings  for  Sunday  School 
classrooms. 

Officially  known  as  Fairview 
Outpatient/New  Iberia,  the  program  is  a 
treatment  clinic  of  the  Fairview  Hospital 
of  Bayou  Vista.  A  program  designed  to 
rehabilitate  nonviolent  drug  using 
offenders,  it  is  one  of  400  such  clinics 
around  the  United  States.  The  St.  Mary 
Parish  Drug  Court  is  located  in  the 
Fairview  Hospital. 

Iberia  Parish  has  a  policy  that  all  peo¬ 
ple  arrested  for  misdemeanors  or  felonies 
are  automatically  tested  for  drugs. 
Seventy  percent  of  those  tested  have  pos¬ 
itive  test  results.  Upon  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  district  attorney’s  office,  they 
are  placed  in  the  program  for  a  period  of 
two  to  five  years  depending  upon  the 
crime  they  have  committed. 

The  treatment  consists  of  intensive 


outpatient  drug  abuse  treatment  with 
weekly  drug  screening  tests  and  breath 
analysis.  There  are  three  phases  of  treat¬ 
ment  with  after-care.  Usually  the  treat¬ 
ment  takes  twelve  to  eighteen  months 
with  the  rest  of  the  sentence  spent  in  the 
after-care  phase.  Each  client  also  meets 
regularly  with  Judge  Gerard  B.  Wattigny 
for  evaluation.  Three  meetings  a  week  at 
a  12-step  program  are  also  required.  In  a 
special  twist,  the  clients  are  allowed  to 
attend  the  church  of  their  choice  in  place 
of  one  of  the  12-step  program  meetings 
as  long  as  they  have  proof  that  they  did 
attend. 

According  to  Mike  Vidallier,  program 
director,  this  is  the  only  one  of  these 
courts  housed  in  a  church.  As  members 
of  First  UMC,  Vidallier  and  Ralph  K. 
“Bud”  Lee,  assistant  district  attorney, 
were  both  anxious  to  have  the  court  at 
their  church  and  were  concerned  about 
the  usage  and  care  of  their  facility.  Lee 
and  Lars  Levy,  administrator  of  the 
Fairview  Hospital  met  with  the  minister, 
Rev.  Mike  McLaurin,  to  iron  out  all  the 
details  and  obtain  permission  from  the 
church’s  leadership. 

The  offices  were  opened  April  23, 
1998.  Since  that  time  the  number  of 
clients  and  staff  have  grown.  Currently 
there  are  14  staff  members  working  with 


135  active  clients.  By  the  year  2000  the 
goal  is  to  have  200  active  clients  to  satis¬ 
fy  the  conditions  of  grants  the  group  has 
received  to  fund  their  work.  At  the  pre¬ 
sent  time  the  total  budget  for  two  years  is 
$667,000.  Three  grants  have  been 
received  by  the  Drug  Court.  They  are  a 
state  grant  from  the  Office  of  Alcohol  and 
Drug  Use,  a  federal  grant  from  the  Office 
of  Justice  Program  and  the  Byrne  Grant. 
The  Program  saves  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  for  the  parish  and 
state.  It  costs  $2,500  a  year  to  rehabilitate 
a  client  instead  of  $17,000  to  $20,000  to 
imprison  them. 

Both  the  church  and  the  court  are 
working  together  to  make  this  successful. 
The  church  considers  it  a  part  of  their 
mission  and  outreach  work.  The  court 
sees  positive  results  not  only  because  of 
the  intensive  work  they  do  with  their 
clients  but  also  because  it  is  located  in  a 
church  building.  Clients  are  sometimes 
required  to  do  some  of  their  service  work 
around  the  church,  painting  or  doing 
lawn  work.  The  church  has  made  a  spe¬ 
cial  point  to  invite  the  children  of  clients 
to  participate  in  activities  such  as  vaca¬ 
tion  bible  school.  Both  groups  are  learn¬ 
ing  and  growing  by  having  the  Drug 
Court  located  in  First  UMC’s  Educational 
Building. 


Abbeville  UMC  turns  1 30 

Abbeville  UMC  is  celebrating  its  130th  anniversary 
Saturday  and  Sunday  April  23-24. 

Methodist  circuit  riders  began  venturing  into 
“Lower  Vermilion”  to  preach  in  the  1830s.  By  1850,  the 
annual  conference  missionary  apportionments  had 
designated  $50  to  start  a  Vermilion  Circuit.  Traveling 
ministers  would  serve  the  Abbeville  area,  including 
churches  at  Perry 
Bridge  and  Prairie 
Gregg,  through  the 
1850’s. 

Although  the  first 
minister,  John  S. 

Davies,  was 

appointed  to 

Abbeville  in  I860, 
the  church  wasn’t 
officially  organized  until  1869.  In  that  year,  William  D. 
White  built  a  two  story  building  to  be  used  as  a 
Methodist  church  and  as  a  Masonic  Lodge.  Before  the 
first  parsonage  was  built  (in  1884),  the  ministers 
stayed  at  White’s  private  home. 

Recognizing  the  need  for  a  larger  building,  a  larger 
lot  was  bought  in  1882  from  Jean  Boyance  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  State  and  St.  Victor  Streets.  Under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Rev.  Alfred  E.  Clay,  a  white,  wood-framed 
church  was  built  two  two  years  later. 

As  Abbeville  grew,  it  became  the  “home  church” 
for  the  appointed  minister,  who  also  served  other  area 
churches.  In  1934,  the  members  of  Perry’s  Bridge  and 
Prairie  Gregg  merged  with  the  congregation  of 
Abbeville. 

In  1944,  a  lot  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Vermilion 
Streets  was  purchased.  Construction  of  a  new  church 
began  in  1947  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  E.W.  Day. 
Although  services  began  in  the  sanctuary  in  1948,  the 
church  wasn’t  officially  dedicated  until  May  6,  1951. 


Abbeville  UMC 


District  youth  showed  off  their  mission  projects  at  the  recent 
VIM  Celebration  at  the  Conference  Center.  Above,  from  First 
UMC,  New  Iberia  are  (I  to  r)  Program  Director  Anne  Blanchet, 
Laura  Vidallier,  Andy  McLaurin,  Mandy  Gipson  and  Megan 
McLaurin.  Below,  from  First  UMC,  Lafayette,  are  (1  to  r)  Kim 
McLaughlin,  Eric  Fare,  Kellee  Fell,  Willie  McLaughlin  and  Lucy 
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Laity  banquet  speaker  stresses  service  to  less  fortunate 


Attendees  enjoy  dinner  at  the  Board  of  Laity  banquet 
before  listening  to  guest  speaker  Ron  Anderson,  director 
of  The  Lighthouse  in  Shreveport. 


by  Stan  Pearson 

District  Communication  Advisor 

The  annual  Alexandria  District  Board 
of  Laity  Banquet  was  held  March  11  at 
the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

Over  200  laypersons  were  treated  to  a 
delicious  meal  and  music  led  by  Dr.  Curt 
Hamlett,  minister  of  music  at  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  and  professor  of  Music  at 


Ron  Anderson 


Louisiana  College  in  Pineville. 

One  of  the  Board  of  Laity’s  major 
goals  during  the  year  is  to  raise  money 
for  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarships  at  the  banquet.  This  money 
goes  to  aid  students  who  are  seeking  a 
college  education. 

Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  finance  officer  for 
the  Conference  Board  of  Laity,  spoke  to 
the  group  about  how  important  the 
scholarships  are  to  those  receiving  them. 
The  Board  of  Laity  raised  more  than 


$1,000  for  scholar¬ 
ships  at  the  ban¬ 
quet. 

Joanne  White, 
district  lay  leader, 
introduced  the 
guest  speaker,  Ron 
Anderson. 

Anderson  is  the 
director  of  The 
Lighthouse,  a  social 
service  agency 
which  provides 
educational  sup¬ 
port,  workplace  and 
job  placement  pro¬ 
grams,  as  well  as 
parenting  and  lead¬ 
ership  training  for 
individuals  and 
families  throughout 
Shreveport.  The 
Lighthouse  is  part  of  the  Volunteers  of 
America,  a  social  service  agency  serving 
the  entire  U.S. 

Anderson  has  won  numerous  awards 
including  the  1998  “Human  and  Civil 
Rights  Trailblazer  Award”  from  the 
Louisiana  Association  of  Educators  and 
the  1998  “Trio  Achievers  Award”  from  the 
Southwest  Association  of  Student 
Assistance  Programs. 

Anderson  spoke  of  how  difficult  his 
early  life  was  growing  up  in  a  high  crime 
neighborhood  and  having  only  his  moth¬ 
er  to  support  the  family.  But  even  with 
all  the  crime  and  poverty  around  him 
Anderson  remembers  key  people  in  his 
life— teachers  and  family  friends— who 
saw  his  potential  and  gave  him  time  and 
encouragement. 

Anderson  pointed  out  that  those  who 
give  of  themselves  in  service  to  others 
are  the  real  heros  of  today.  Many  kids 


today  don’t  value  their  own  lives,  so  how 
can  they  value  the  lives  of  others,  he 
asked. 

Our  actions  define  our  relationship  to 
God  and  love  is  no  good  if  it  is  left  in  our 
hearts,  he  said,  citing  his  wife  as  one  of 
the  most  stable  influences  in  his  life.  She 
always  saw  his  positive  character  traits 
and  encouraged  him  to  do  his  best. 

Anderson  said  he  believes  that  seeing 
possibilities  in  those  who  need  encour¬ 
agement  in  our  own  society,  especially 
the  poor  and  disadvantaged,  is  the  key  to 
solving  this  nation’s  social  problems. 

We  should  look  at  the  less  fortunate 
for  their  possibilities  and  not  their  liabili¬ 
ties,  he  said. 

Anderson  ended  with  a  reminder  that 
we  will  be  judged  by  the  service  we  give 
to  others,  not  by  the  neighborhoods  we 
live  in  or  the  cars  we  drive. 


DMT  conducts  workshop  for  small  membership  churches 


A  workshop  organized  by  the 
Alexandria  District  Ministry  Team, 
“Growing  Churches— Receiving  the  Tools 
You  Need  to  Help  Your  Church  Grow,” 
was  held  Feb.  4  at  the  Conference  Center 
in  Woodworth  and  was  designed  espe¬ 
cially  for  small  membership  churches. 

The  workshop’s  goal  was  to  teach 
church  leaders  of  small  membership 
churches  how  to  grow  in  many  areas  of 
Christian  disciplines. 

Over  seventy  participants  attended  the 
workshop.  They  were  offered  four  sem¬ 
inars. 

One  workshop,  “Making  a  Christian 
Difference— Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission,”  was  led  by  Rev.  Larry  Norman, 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  director. 
His  workshop  focused  on  how  small 
membership  churches  can  make  a 
Christian  difference  in  the  lives  of  God’s 
people  by  participating  in  mission  trips 
through  joining  existing  mission  teams  or 
by  creating  teams  of  their  own. 


“Where  Two  or  Three  are  Gathered  in 
My  Name— Bible  Study  in  the  Local 
Church,”  was  another  workshop  led  by 
Pam  Crews,  Alexandria  District  mission- 
er.  Participants  focused  on  how  to  study 
the  Bible  without  needing  to  purchase  an 
expensive  curriculum. 

A  third  workshop,  “Let’s  Talk  About 
Sunday  School,”  was  led  by  Kay  Irby, 
director  of  Ministry  Resourcing  for  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  The  focus 
of  this  workshop  was  teaching  Sunday 
School  to  a  variety  of  ages  and  what 
resources  are  available  to  small  churches 
from  the  conference  office. 

Barry  Hoekstra,  pastor  of  First  UMC, 
Winnfield,  led  the  workshop,  “We  Are 
United  Methodists.”  This  workshop 
focused  on  the  meaning  of  being  a 
United  Methodist.  Concepts  and  ideas 
unique  to  United  Methodists  were 
explored  using  the  United  Methodist 
Hymnal ,  Boon  of  Worship,  Book  of 
Discipline  and  Book  of  Resolutions. 


Touth  in  Crisis' 
workshop  held 

A  “Youth  in  Crisis”  workshop  was 
held  at  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC, 
Alexandria,  Feb.  20.  The  workshop  was 
organized  by  the  District  Ministry  Team 
led  by  Rev.  Pam  Fitch. 

There  were  six  topics  which  partici¬ 
pants  could  explore  while  at  the  work¬ 
shop.  Topics  included  Drug  and  Alcohol, 
Drug-Related  Violence,  Rape  Crisis, 
Dating  and  Responsibility,  Prison 
Ministry  and  Suicide  Prevention. 

The  workshop  drew  more  than  70 
participants,  including  many  youth. 

This  event  was  part  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  Year  of  the  Youth,  the  second 
year  of  a  four  year  plan  to  implement  the 
Bishops’  Initiative  on  Children  and 
Poverty  in  Louisiana. 


2013  MacArthur  Drive 
Bldg. 2,  Suite  2 
Alexandria,  LA  71301 
(318)  443-3213 

Dist.  Superintendent 

Rev.  Don  Avery 

Dist.  Communication  Advisor 

Stan  Pearson 


This  worship  display  created  by 
the  Worship  Committee  of  Trinity 
UMC,  Alexandria,  provides  a  symbol¬ 
ic  focus  for  the  season  of  Lent,  Rev. 
Gary  Willis,  pastor,  said.  “It  is  a  visu¬ 
al  reminder  and  a  teaching  tool 
through  which  the  events  surround¬ 
ing  Jesus’  last  days  might  be  experi¬ 
enced  today,”  he  said. 

Send  us  your  news! 

Attention  Alexandria  District 
churches! 

We  want  to  hear  from  you. 

Send  your  news  and  photos  to: 

Stan  Pearson 
224  B  Mary  Hill  Road 
Pineville,  LA  71360 
Phone:  (318)  641-1503 
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Dr.  Leslie  Norris 

District  Superintendent 

Hallique  L.  Dawson 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Around  the  District 

The  1999  District  Laity  Banquet 

will  be  held  at  Broadmoor  UMC  April 
22,  at  7  p.m. 

Tickets  are  $12.  Ray  Caraway,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana,  will  be  guest 
speaker  for  the  evening. 

The  event  will  focus  on  youth  and 
their  role  in  the  Church. 

For  more  information,  contact  Joyce 
W.  Robinson,  district  lay  leader  at  642- 
5301. 

The  Wesley  Foundation  Board  met 

Feb.  22  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  on 
the  campus  of  Southern  University. 

The  meeting  was  the  first  of  four 
planned  for  this  year.  The  new  chair¬ 
woman  of  the  board  is  Hallique  L. 
Dawson. 


"Leadership  Explosion" 


gives  new  take  on  training 


The  Baton  Rouge  District  Ministry 
team  sponsored  the  first  “Leadership 
Explosion”  Feb.  27  at  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Held  in  the  church’s  gym,  the  event 
was  a  new  take  on  leadership  training 
that  happens  every  year  in  the  dis¬ 
tricts. 

In  past  years,  leaders  conducted 
training  lecture-style  in  classrooms. 
Attendance  in  the  past  10  years  or  so 
has  amounted  to  little  more  than  a 
handful  of  people,  District  Missioner 
LaMarylis  Cotton  said. 

“So  we  tried  something  different — 
like  a  tradeshow  this  year,”  she  said. 


With  over  20  booths  representing 
individual  churches,  Conference  orga¬ 
nizations  such  as  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Foundation  and  special  ini¬ 
tiatives  like  “Hope  for  the  Children  of 
Africa,”  organizers  saw  attendance  this 
year  explode  to  more  than  200  peo¬ 
ple. 

The  event  also  featured  singing  by 
several  church  groups  such  as  the 
“Saturday  Night  Live”  choir  from  Mt. 
Zion  UMC,  Clinton. 

Food  and  refreshments  were  also 
available.  Members  of  Francis  Asbury 
UMC  sold  jambalya  and  raised  $515 
for  church  programs. 


— 


Above:  District  Youth  Coordinator  Faye 
Ross  (right)  confers  with  Mary  Ann  Walker 
of  Magnolia  UMC,  Greenwell  Springs,  who 
is  making  banners  representing  each 
church  in  the  district.  The  banners  will  be 
displayed  at  district  youth  events. 

Left:  The  “Saturday  Night  Live”  Choir 
from  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Clinton,  turns  it  on  for 
the  crowd. 

Below  left:  Wendy  Norris  (1)  and  Roszeta 
Norris  work  a  booth  for  the  “Hope  for  the 
Children  of  Africa”  Miracle  Night  Offering. 


All  aboard! 

The  bus  leaves  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  at  6:30  a.m. 

for  the 

Baton  Rouge  District  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Retreat 

“Mission  on  the  Move” 

A  Day  of  Spiritual  Enrichment 
Saturday,  April  10 

We  will  travel  to  New  Orleans  to  visit: 
People’s  United  Methodist  Community  Center 
The  Methodist  Home  for  Children 
St.  Mark's  Community  Center 
We  will  be  taking  gifts  with  us.  Please  review  "wish 
lists."  Monetary  donations  also  accepted. 

Cost  for  travel:  $15  /  person 
Call  (225)  383-7175  or  924-2304  for  reservations 
 by  April  6. 


First  UMC,  Gonzales,  will  hold  its 

Spring  Fling  Talent  Show  May  1.  The 

event  is  sponsored  by  United  Methodist 
Women.  Come  out  for  a  fun  evening  of 
fellowship,  good  food,  crafts  and  more. 

Got  a  good  story? 

Calling  all  Baton  Rouge  District  churches! 
We  need  your  news! 

Please  send  articles  and  photos  to: 

Hallique  L.  Dawson 
2624  79th  Avenue 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 
(225)  355-9506 


The  Jefferson  UMC  softball  team, 
the  “Angels,”  are  Baton  Rouge  cham¬ 
pions  in  the  United  Methodist  League 
for  the  third  straight  year.  Members 
of  the  team  are  pictured  at  right. 

Standing,  from  left:  Tommy  Insley, 
Mike  Watson,  Grant  Schroeck, 
Hunter  Thom,  Marion  Wyble,  Robert 
Hallford,  Sam  Layne  (Coach),  Tom 
Burkhart. 

Kneeling,  from  left:  Robert 
Bridges,  Mike  Watson,  Jaimi  Holmes, 
Joni  Talbot,  Jill  Montgomery,  Luke 
Fleming,  Carol  Winn  (pastor). 

Yes,  the  team  does  have  two  Mike 
Watsons! 
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Outreach  resources  for  churches 


A  letter  from  Africa 


Kids  and  violence  topic  of  May  teleconference 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Ideas  on  how  to  deal  with  rising  violence  in  U.S.  society 
will  be  discussed  during  a  May  18  United  Methodist-sponsored  satellite  teleconfer¬ 
ence.  “Kids,  Guns  and  Violence:  How  to  Make  a  Difference!”  will  air  from  8  to  9  p  m. 
Eastern  Time.  The  Rev.  Arthur  Cribbs  Jr.,  a  religious  journalist  and  United  Church  of 
Christ  minister,  will  serve  as  moderator. 

In  particular,  the  program  will  focus  on  ways  to  prevent  violence  in  schools  and 
society,  both  in  urban  and  rural  settings.  “School  violence  received  a  great  deal  of 
media  coverage  last  year  with  the  school  shootings  and  kids  killing  kids,”  said  Shirley 
Whipple  Struchen,  teleconference  producer.  “Easy  access  to  guns  and  young  people 
being  saturated  with  violent  images  are  only  two  of  the  reasons  youth  resort  to  vio¬ 
lence  to  solve  problems.  In  our  teleconference,  we  are  going  to  explore  other  rea¬ 
sons  and  how  adults  can  have  a  positive  influence  over  the  lives  of  youth,”  she 
added. 

A  panel  of  experts  will  offer  insights  on  how  troubled  kids  can  be  identified  and 
helped.  Initiatives  and  current  programs  being  used  in  schools,  churches  and  com¬ 
munities  will  be  identified.  Panel  members  are  Sarah  Wilke,  director  of  the  Wesley- 
Rankin  Community  Center  in  Dallas;  Pamela  Riley,  executive  director,  Center  for  the 
Prevention  of  School  Violence  in  Raleigh,  N.C.;  and  Jerel  Eaglin,  director  of  youth  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  National  Crime  Prevention  Council  in  Washington  D.C. 

More  information  about  the  teleconference,  how  to  register  as  a  downlink  site  or 
how  to  participate  is  available  by  calling  (212)  870-3802.  The  teleconference  web  site 
can  be  found  at  www.umcom.umc.org/umtc/violence. 

LaCHIP  is  good  news  for  Louisiana  children 

Since  November,  1998,  the  Louisiana  Children’s  Health  Insurance  Program 
(LaCHIP)  has  been  available  to  children  18  years  and  younger  whose  family  incomes 
are  up  to  133  percent  of  the  federal  poverty  level.  This  means  that  a  family  of  four 
earning  up  to  $21,888  a  year  or  $1,824  a  month  may  be  eligible  for  coverage.  The 
income  eligibility  levels  are  scheduled  to  rise  each  April  for  the  next  several  years. 

LaCHIP’s  goal  is  to  provide  comprehensive  health  care  to  the  300,000  uninsured 
Louisiana  children  of  low  income  and  working  poor  families.  The  program  provides 
health  care  including  primary  care,  preventive  care,  emergency  care,  immunizations, 
prescription  medications,  home  health  care,  hospital  care,  and  eyeglasses.  These  ben¬ 
efits  are  all  available  to  eligible  children,  but  they  are  not  automatic.  Parents  must 
apply  for  their  childrens’  coverage  under  LaCHIP. 

The  application  form  is  two  pages  long  and  is  meant  to  be  filled  out  by  the  par¬ 
ent.  Assistance  with  completing  the  form  is  available  on  a  toll-free  number  and  a 
postage  paid  envelope  is  provided  with  the  application. 

Application  forms  are  available  at  many  clinics  and  community  centers  or  they  can 
be  requested  by  individuals  or  groups  (including  UMC  congregations)  by  calling 
(877)  2La-CHIP  (877-252-2447).  The  application  form  can  also  be  printed  out  from 
the  LaCHIP  Home  Page  at  <www.dhh. state. la.us/MEDICAID/LaCHIP/index.htm>.~ 
from  Hugh  Debo 


The  Mountain  offers  springtime  programs 


There  are  still  openings  for  those  who 
want  to  celebrate  spring  on  The 
Mountain  at  Mount  Sequoyah,  including 
“Springtime  on  the  Mountain”  (May  3-6) 
and  “Spring  in  Your  Step”  (May  10-13). 

The  programs  are  created  following 
the  S-E-L-F  model  of 
Spirituality,  Education, 

Leisure,  and  Fellowship. 

To  reinforce  the  model, 
religious  and  music  lead¬ 
ers  will  direct  exciting 
programs  to  engage  and 
involve  all  participants  on 
personal  level. 

The  spring  events  are  typical  of  the 
new  and  exciting  programs  offering  a 
variety  of  life  enrichment  activities  cover¬ 
ing  the  following  topics:  exercise,  hands- 
on  computer  training,  storytelling,  crafts, 
historic  tours,  genealogy  tours,  perennial 
gardening,  and  scrapbooks. 

Faculty  for  Springtime  on  the 
Mountain  are  Rev.  Ron  Croom,  district 


superintendent,  Omaha,  Neb.;  Dr.  Karl 
Irvin  of  Stockton,  Calif.;  Dr.  Ed  Bonneau 
and  Jerry  Brabec  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  Omaha. 

Faculty  for  Spring  in  Your  Step  (May 
10-13)  are  Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director  of 
Volunteers  in  Mission, 
Louisiana  Conference; 
Rev.  Barry  Hughes  of  the 
Church  of  the  Servant, 
Mandeville,  La.;  Grant 
and  Sally  Hollenbach, 
Music  Ministry, 

Loudonville,  Ohio;  and  Rev. 
Richard  W.  Hutchinson  of  Frederic,  Wise. 

The  per-person  cost  of  each  program 
is  $170  (based  on  double  or  triple  occu¬ 
pancy).  The  programs  begin  with  dinner 
on  Monday  and  end  after  breakfast  on 
Thursday. 

For  additional  information  or  to  regis¬ 
ter,  please  contact  Mount  Sequoyah  at 
(501)  443-4531;  fax:  (501)  443-4569;  or 
e-mail:  mail@mountsequoyah.org. 


to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 


Editor’s  note:  In  July,  1998,  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Tennis  Shoe 
Delivery  Team  visited  South  Africa  and 
Angola  kicking  off  the  shipment  to  Africa 
of  over  30,000  pair  of  tennis  shoes  col¬ 
lected  by  UM  churches  in  Louisiana  The 
shoes  are  needed  because  people,  espe¬ 
cially  children,  must  walk  long  distances 
in  the  war-torn  country.  Without  shoes, 
they  often  become  ill  and  even  die  from 
the  infections  caused  by  cuts  on  their feet. 

The  following  letter  is  from  the 
Christian  refugees  in  Angola  who 
received  the  shoes.  Each  family 
received  three  pair. 


^children 

Africa 


Photo  by  James 


ATTENTION:  Bishop  Solomon  (and 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference) 
SUBJECT:  Thanks 

The  war  that  has  destroyed  this  coun¬ 
try  has  forced  the  rural  population  to 
seek  security  in  the  crowded  cities  aban¬ 
doning  all  we  possess.  We  have  submit¬ 
ted  to  improper  condition^]  for  human 
life,  lacking  all  that  is  necessary  for 
human  needs,  such  as  drinking  water  in 
the  homes. 

The  Christians  have  fled  the  East 
Angola  Conference  and  can  be  encoun¬ 
tered  in  Luanda,  centralized  in  the  Class 
of  Noe.  We  thank  you  for  the  help  we 
received  through  the  representatives  of 
the  Bishop  of  Angola  and  our 
Missionary  Rosetta,  who  has  distrib¬ 
uted  food,  clothing  and  shoes. 

An  Angolan  Proverb  says:  One 
spoon  of  soup  in  need  has  more 
value  than  a  pot  of  soup  when  we 
have  an  abundance  of  food. 

We  pray  to  God  that  this  help 
will  be  multiplied  and  also  [are] 
asking  for  you  to  pray  for  Peace  in 
Angola. 

Christian  Refugees 
Central  United  Methodist 
Haynes  church,  Luanda,  Angola,  Africa 


In  the  midst  of  the  Easter  bunny 
frenzy,  remember  the  children  of  Africa  and  the 
Miracle  Night  Offering-June  7,  1999. 


Native  American  survey  underway 


In  an  attempt  to  better  serve  Native 
Americans  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
(churched  and  un-churched),  the  Native 
American  Ministries  Task  Force  is 
requesting  your  help  in  completing  these 
surveys  during  the  month  of  April  or 
prior  to  Annual  Conference. 

The  committee  is  conducting  its  first 
conference-wide  survey  designed  to 
locate  persons  who  are  of  Native 
American  heritage.  The  survey  data  will 
be  used  to  strengthen  the  resources 
available  to  serve  this  population.. 

Your  cooperation  is  needed  to  obtain 
accurate,  updated  information.  Please 
call  Rev.  Kirby  Verret  at  (504)  851- 
1553/563-7620,  or  Corine  Paulk  at  (504) 
851-1553/876-7293  to  get  a  copy  of  the 
survey. 

Please  send  all  surveys  to  the  attention 
of  Native  American  Ministries  at  the 
Conference  Office,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802,  by  Wednesday, 
May  26. 

Also,  if  you  are  a  pastor  who  would 
be  willing  to  hold  a  Native  American 
Awareness  Sunday  service  at  your 
church,  the  committee  would  be  willing 
to  schedule  a  service  as  time  and  dis¬ 
tance  permits.  Possibilities  exist  for 
Sunday  or  Wednesday  evening  informal 


service,  formal  Sunday  morning  service, 
or  Cooking  Ministry.  Please  contact  Kirby 
Verret  at  the  number  above  if  you  are 
interested  in  scheduling  a  service  at  any¬ 
time  during  the  year. 


Native  American  Awareness 
Sunday  is  April  18. 


Conf. 

Sect. 
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First  UMC,  DeRidder, 
supports  Epiphany 

Members  of  the  Triple  L  Sunday 
School  Class  at  First  UMC,  DeRidder,  pic¬ 
tured  below,  made  70  placemats  that 
were  used  at  Epiphany  Weekend,  March  5-7. 

Epiphany  is 
an  interdenom¬ 
inational  min¬ 
istry  of  youth 
and  adults  who 
share  God’s 
love  with  incar¬ 
cerated  female 
^  juveniles  at 
J  e  t  s  o  n 
Correctional  Center  for  Youth  near  Baker. 

In  order  to  become  an  Ephiphany 
staff  member,  a  person  must  have  had 
experience  with  Happening,  Cursillo, 
etc.  Team  members  agree  to  attend  all 
weekend  meetings  and  carry  out  the 
responsibilities  of  the  Ephiphany  team. 

Sarah  Hicks,  a  college  sophomore  and 
member  of  the  church,  led  members  in 
making  placemats,  banners,  paper 
prayer  chains  and  refreshments. 

Sarah  explained  Ephipany  at  the  8:40 
and  11  a.m.  services.  Her  enthusiasm  for 
the  program  emphasized  Ephiphany’s 
life-changing  potential  for  both  staff  and 
the  incarcerated  youth  as  they  experi¬ 
ence  God’s  love  for  everyone.— /rom 
Mary  S.  Lewis 
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Pictured  at  the  recent  conference  UMW  retreat  are  (left  to  right)  Lonette 
Kurtz,  pianist;  Annette  Fortuna,  chair;  Dr.  Rena  Yocom,  retreat  leader;  Fannie 
Reddix,  assistant  chair  and  Connie  Chenevert,  song  leader. 

In  February,  162  UMW  members 


UMW 

received  what  they  unanimously  call  a 
“true  blessing.”  They  met  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  and 
with  Dr.  Rena  Yocom,  conference  director 
of  gospel  communications,  leading,  they 
“Rejoiced  in  the  Lord  Always”  as  the  theme 
of  the  annual  Conference  Retreat  urged  them 
to  do. 

“Through  singing,  sharing,  praying,  fel¬ 
lowship  and  an  annointing  service,  we 
were  beautifully  lead  and  gready  inspired 
by  Rena  Yocom,”  said  Annette  Fortuna  of 


Offerings,  from  front  page. 


Lea  Joyner  Memorial  UMC,  Monroe,  retreat 
leader.  “She  helped  us  to  realize  that  to 
rejoice  is  a  choice  and  as  a  child  of  God, 
we  can  rejoice  and  be  glad  no  matter  what 
the  circumstances  of  life  may  be.” 

Activities  at  the  three-day  event  (Feb. 
26-28)  included  an  English  tea  party,  fel¬ 
lowship  and  lots  of  music  and  singing. 

Many  who  attended  have  said  that  this 
was  the  best  retreat  ever!  And,  the  rejoic¬ 
ing  is  expected  to  continue  for  quite  some 
time,  said  Eloise  Saunders,  conference 
UMW  president. 


total  over  $200,000,  will  join  with  others 
collected  from  UM  churches  around  the 
world  for  The  Bishops’  Appeal:  Hope  for 
the  Children  of  Africa  to  help  rebuild 
young  lives  and  UM  institutions  in  Africa 
which  have  been  destroyed. 

Churches  have  been  mailed  packets 
with  fundraising  ideas  to  reach  the  goal 
of  $5  for  each  person  in  average  atten¬ 
dance  as  well  as  instructions  on  how  to 


Conference.  Children  are  asked  to  be  an 
active  part  of  this  miracle-producing 
endeavor. 

In  the  coming  weeks,  watch  these 
pages  for  more  details  on  speakers  and 
events  as  well  as  a  complete  list  of  the 
school  supplies  needed. 

Posted  below  are  the  locations  and 
dates  for  district  pre-conference  training 
sessions. 


bring  their  offerings  to  Annual 

District  Pre-Conference  Training  Sessions 


Lake  Charles 

May  16—  Sunday 

3  p  m. 

First  Church, 

Welch 

Monroe 

May  16— Sunday 

3  p.m. 

First  Church, 

Monroe 

Acadiana 

May  1 6— Sunday 

4  p.m. 

Church  of  the 
Covenant,  Lafayette 

Baton  Rouge 

May  17— Monday 

6:30  p.m. 

St.  Mark  UMC, 

Baton  Rouge 

Alexandria 

May  17— Monday 

6:30  p.m. 

First  Church, 

Alexandria 

Ruston 

May  17— Monday 

7  p.m. 

Grace  UMC, 

Ruston 

New  Orleans 

May  18-Tuesday 

6:30  p.m. 

St.  Matthew’s 

UMC,  Metairie 

North  Shore 

May  20-Thursday 

7  p.m. 

First  Church, 

Hammond 

Shreveport 

May  20— Thursday 

7  p.m. 

Noel  UMC, 

Shreveport 
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In  Memoriam 

Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

who  died  March  6. 

His  funeral  was  held 

the  family  of  Mrs.  Mary  Dampier,  sur¬ 

March  8  in  Maryland. 

viving  spouse  of  Rev.  Samuel  Dampier 

Dr.  Ken  Jones, 

retired  pastor  (New 

(Shreveport  District),  on  her  death 
March  14.  Her  funeral  was  held  March 
16  at  Fellowship  UMC  in  Bossier  City. 

the  family  of  Rev.  Bill  Byrd,  founding 
pastor  of  University  UMC,  Lake  Charles, 


Orleans  District),  on  the  death  of  his 
wife,  Eugenia  Valentine  Jones,  March  26. 
A  service  of  remembrance  was  held  in 
her  honor  March  23  at  First  UMC,  New 
Orleans. 


April  2,1999 

Louisiana 

briefs 

Sarah  Schoeffler  Award  nominations 

The  Conference  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  is  again  seeking  nominations  for 
the  1999  “Sarah  Schoeffler  Award  for 
Leadership  in  Social  Concerns.”  This 
award  is  given  at  Annual  Conference  to 
honor  someone  who  has  shown  concern 
for  the  physical  and  spiritual  needs  of 
others  by  acting  in  our  society  to  not 
only  meet  these  needs,  but  also  to  help 
in  facilitating  changes  which  will  bring 
healing  and  new  life  in  our  world.  Send 
nominations  by  May  20,  1999  to:  Steven 
J.  Porter,  P.O,  Box  S36,  Westlake,  LA 
70669 

Coffee  for  clergy  spouses  and  friends 

A  fellowship  coffee  for  clergy  spouses 
and  friends  will  be  held  June  7  during 
Annual  Conference.  The  event  will  be  in 
the  Centenary  South  Cafeteria  from  3-4 
p.m.  Rosemary  Day  is  in  charge  of  the 
gathering. 

Mt.  Zion  UMW  hold  annual  event 

The  UMW  of  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  New 
Orleans,  will  hold  its  Annual 
Luncheon/Fashion  Show  at  the  Roje 
Grand  Ballroom  April  17  at  1  p.m. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend.  Proceeds 
will  benefit  the  work  of  the  group. 
Contact  Azale  Stevenson  at  (504)  895- 
6110  for  details. 

Wesley  UMC  Men’s  Day  program 

Wesley  UMC,  544  Government  Street, 
Baton  Rouge,  will  celebrate  Men’s  Day 
on  April  18  at  the  11  a.m.  service.  The 
theme  for  this  special  day  will  be 
“Christian  Men  Reaching  Out  Into  the 
New  Millennium,  Empowered  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.”  Contact  Rev.  Terry  Mulkey, 
pastor,  at  (225)  343-8421  for  details. 

Fifth  annual  Daffodil  Tea  at  Fairmont 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans  will  hold  its 
fifth  annual  Daffodil  Tea  at  the  Fairmont 
Hotel  April  23  at  1  p.m.  Call  (504)  244- 
5200  for  ticket  information. 

CONFERENCE 

Program  Calendar 

April 

4  Have  a  Happy  Easter  Sunday 

5  SCJ  Conference  Council  Directors, 
New  Orleans 

6-9  Cabinet,  Conference  Office,  Baton 

Rouge 

8  Foundation  Board  of  Trustees, 

Baton  Rouge 

9-10  UMM  Second  Annual  Torch 

Bearers’  Retreat,  Conference  Center 
9-10  Clergy  Spouse  Retreat,  Conference 

Center 

9-18  VIM,  Inka  Caturapi,  Bolivia 

10  Conference  Center  Board, 

Conference  Center 
15-18  VIM,  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 


Dan  E.  Solomon,  Bishop 
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Tornado  brings  'Easier  challenge'  to  Shreveport  District  churches 


Logansport  church,  Benton  parsonage  damaged  in  severe  storms 


by  Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 

Louisiana  Conference 

Disaster  Communication  Coordinator 

When  Rev.  Mark  Strickland  wrote  his 
sermon  “The  Easter  Challenge,”  little  did  he 
realize  how  prophetic  his  words  would  be. 

Friday  afternoon,  April  2,  everything 
was  ready  for  Easter  Sunday  worship  at 
Logansport  UMC  where  he  is  pastor. 
Strickland  had  double  checked  to  see 
that  the  bulletins  had  been  run  and  that 
all  was  in  place.  Saturday  morning  he 
left  for  a  day-trip  out  of  town.  That 
evening,  he  returned  to  a  devastating  sur¬ 
prise:  a  major  portion  of  the  church  was 
destroyed  by  a  tornado  which  ripped 
through  that  portion  of  North  Louisiana 
around  4  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

“I  first  noticed  something  unsual  about 
the  lighting  in  town  as  I  crossed  the 
bridge  coming  in,”  he  said  “Then,  as  I 
continued  and  saw  a  cluster  of  flashing 
lights  and  police  cars,  I  thought  maybe  it 
was  a  drug  bust  or  something.  But, 
when  I  got  nearer  and  couldn’t  get 
through  the  street  to  the  church  and  par¬ 
sonage,  I  realized  what  had  happened.” 

Having  detoured  to  reach  the  parson¬ 
age,  Strickland  was  not  aware  of  the 
extent  of  the  damage  to  the  church  until 


Church  Council  Chair  Lewis  Bryant 
rushed  over  and  gave  him  the  details. 
Volunteers  had  covered  pews  and  the 
pipe  organ  to  protect  them  from  further 
damage,  and  had  moved  pulpit  and  altar 
furniture  into  the  fellowship  hall — which 
only  suffered  minor  damage — in  prepa¬ 
ration  for  Easter  Sunday  worship. 

On  Monday,  Ken  Hendrickson,  direc¬ 
tor  of  music  and  church  grounds,  was 
occupied  trying  to  get  the  pipe  organ  dis¬ 
mantled  and  moved  to  safe  quarters  in 
Arkansas.  “The  structure  of  the  building 
is  badly  damaged,  in  addition  to  the 
damage  to  the  steeple  and  roof,”  he  said, 
“and  we  don’t  know  how  long  we  have 
to  get  the  organ  out.” 

Stan  Gaul,  the  contractor  from 
Crowley  who  had  done  a  major  renova¬ 
tion  project  on  the  facility  three  years 
before,  was  on  hand  to  remove  the 
stained  glass  windows  which  had  sus¬ 
tained  remarkably  little  damage. 

According  to  Strickland,  the  consensus 
of  the  members  and  officers  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  is  that  the  building  is  not  suit¬ 
able  for  repair,  but  insurance  adjusters 
have  not  made  a  final  determination.  “We 
are  just  thankful,”  he  said,  “that  there  were 
so  few  injuries  and  no  fatalities  in  our  area.” 


Rivas,  Robert  featured  speakers  at  Annual  Conference 


Above:  Volunteers  from  First  UMC,  Natchitoches,  survey  the  damage  at  the 
home  of  Dana  and  Hannah  Cherry,  members  of  First  UMC,  Benton.  (Below)  Rev. 
Mark  Strickland  views  the  destruction  to  Logansport  UMC  where  he  is  pastor. 

Both  sunrise  and  regular  services  were 
held  at  the  church  on  Easter  Sunday. 

Benton  UMC  unharmed,  parsonage 
damaged 

The  greatest  concentration  of  death 
and  destruction  from  the  tornado  which 
ripped  through  portions  of  Desoto, 


Please  see  Tornadoes,  page  8 


The  Louisiana  Conference  is 
pleased  to  announce  the  following 
guest  speakers  for  Annual 
Conference  1999: 

Rev.  Michael  G.  Rivas  is  an 

ordained  United  Methodist  ministerial 
member  of  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference,  presently  serving  as  a 
deputy  general  secretary  in  the  man¬ 
agement  and  general  administration 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  assigned  to  the  Planning 
and  Research  Unit.  Previous  to  that, 
he  served  for  six  years  as  the  board  plan¬ 
ner. 

Rivas  received  his  basic  education  in 
Cuba  where  he  was  born  and  raised. 
After  moving  to  the  United  States  and 


Michael  G.  Rivas 


Dana  Robert 


serving  briefly  as  a  pastor  in  the  Miami 
area,  he  engaged  in  advanced  profes¬ 
sional  and  graduate  studies  at  Yale  and 
Emory  Universities.  He  has  served  as  a 
professor  at  Boston  University  School  of 


Theology  and  College  of  Liberal  Arts 
as  well  as  adjunct  professor  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta,  in  the  areas  of 
social  and  theological  ethics. 

Prior  to  joining  the  General  Board 
he  served  as  the  associate  director 
for  program  of  the  Fund  for 
Theological  Education  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  He  continues  to 
teach,  lecture  and  write  in  the  areas 
of  theology,  social  ethics  and  mission 
in  various  local,  regional,  national 
and  international  settings. 

Dr.  Dana  Robert,  a  Louisiana  native, 
was  born  in  Lake  Charles  and  grew  up  in 

Please  see  Speakers,  page  8 
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Being  and  Doing 

5/1 2s  by 
Conference 


As  a  child,  I  remember  my  father 
working  especially  hard  on  his 
“Steward’s  List”  at  springtime.  Each  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Stewards  was  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  in  conversation  with  persons  on 
his  or  her  list  regarding  the  support  of 
the  church  and  the  state  of  their  giving. 

It  was  unthinkable  to  my  father  that 
the  congregation  would  send  its  pastor  to 
Annual  Conference  without  all  the 
apportionments  or  “askings”  paid  in  full. 
(In  those  days  the  fiscal  year  and  confer¬ 
ence  year  were  both  June  through  May.) 
Knowing  my  father  as  I 
did,  this  was  more  than 
a  perfunctory  responsi¬ 
bility.  He  found  it  very 
difficult  to  ask  people 
for  money.  One  of  his 
oft-used  phrases  was, 

“I’d  rather  take  a  beating 
than  ...“,  which  was  how 
he  described  some 
responsibility  that  he 
would  prefer  to  avoid 
However,  every  spring  he  worked  his 
Stewards  List,  usually  after  he  muttered 
“I’d  rather  take  a  beating.” 

I  learned  early  in  my  life  that  when  it 
comes  to  apportionments  and  askings, 
the  merit  of  the  mission  displaced  any 
resistance  or  reluctance  to  make  the 
appeal.  Encouraging  people  to  support 
ministries  of  compassion  has  merit! 
Asking  people  to  help  little  children 
claim  the  opportunity  that  comes  with 
education  has  merit!  Forthrightly  declar¬ 
ing  that  our  congregation  believes  that 
much  of  what  we  want  to  do  in  mission 
requires  a  connectional  effort  has  merit! 

The  merit  of  compassion  is  the 
demonstration  of  Jesus’  mission.  Jesus 
declared  his  mission  to  be  one  of  caring, 
feeding,  saving  and  offering  hope  to 
people  in  great  need.  There  is  merit  in 
replicating  Jesus’  mission  by  supporting 
ministries  that  help  make  that  mission 
effective  today! 

Last  year,  we  learned  as  an  Annual 
Conference  there  is  a  “measurement 
moment”  that  is  quite  beneficial  to  con- 


...the  time 
to  do  better 
is  NOW. 


gregations:  being  sure  that  5/12  of  all 
apportionments  is  paid  by  the  Annual 
Conference  session.  Coming  out  of  the 
high,  holy  days  of  Easter  with  the  joy  of 
the  Living  Lord  energizing  us  for  mission 
makes  the  5/12  marking  moment  a 
strong  guideline  for  our  journey. 

Having  5/12  completed  before  sum¬ 
mer  accomplishes  two  things:  1)  we  have 
entered  the  lower  giving  months  of  sum¬ 
mer  on  a  “current  status”  and,  2)  we  will 
lessen  the  amount  of  catch  up  needed  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Commenting  to  me 
about  their  1998  under¬ 
payment  of  apportion¬ 
ments,  several  lay  and 
clergy  persons  said,  “We 
are  going  to  do  better  in 
1999  ”  For  ay  Gf  us>  the 
time  to  do  better  is 
NOW.  Most  of  us 
already  know  inwardly 
whether  a  “pull-out-all- 
the-stops -year-end- 
push”  is  a  likely  prospect  for  our  church. 

Why  not  engage  in  a  concerted  effort 
right  now  to  become  a  5/12  congregation 
by  the  Annual  Conference  session.  The 
months  of  April  and  May  are  excellent 
months  to  claim  a  strong  financial 
response  in  our  churches. 

My  father  always  overcame  any  reluc¬ 
tance  he  had  to  “ask  for  money”  for 
apportionments  because  he  ALWAYS 
believed  in  the  importance  of  this  mis¬ 
sion  beyond  our  walls. 

In  all  my  years  of  ministry,  including 
first-hand  knowledge  of  many  of  the 
ministries  that  my  father  only  heard 
about,  I’ve  never  lessened  my  conviction, 
(or  that  of  my  father)  that  the  apportion¬ 
ments  are  always  worthy  of  my  best 
effort  and  my  most  generous  giving. 

5/12  by  Annual  Conference-there  is 
merit  to  the  mission!  !  ! 


Dan  E.  Solomon 


Connected  through  'A  portion  ment  for  others' 


Grants  aid*  outreach  to  at-risV  chifdren 


At  St.  Landry  UMC,  Lutcher,  we  saw 
the  need  to  reach  out  to  restore  human 
connections  and  provide  positive  pro¬ 
grams  that  help  and  heal.  This  was  the 
inception  of  our  church-based  tutorial 
program. 

At-risk  chil¬ 
dren  in  our 
community 
were  falling 
farther  and 
farther  behind 
academically. 

These  chil¬ 
dren  did  not 
have  ade- 
q  u  a  t  e 
resources  or 
institutional 
support  to 
help  them 
overcome 
economic  and 
cultural  barriers. 

The  goals  of  the  tutorial  program  are 
to  improve  self-esteem  and  personal  con¬ 
fidence,  to  increase  the  ability  to  work 
independently,  to  improve  academic 
skills  in  reading,  math,  and  science,  to 
engender  more  positive  attitudes  toward 
learning  and  to  provide  a  Christian 
atmosphere  for  learning. 


We  are  delighted  to  report  that  the 
grants  we  have  received  these  past  two 
years  have  been  a  blessing.  The  grants 
have  provided  us  with  needed  supplies 
for  the  classroom  and  allowed  us  to 
maintain  our  dedicated  staff.  Local  busi¬ 
nesses  have 
donated  recy¬ 
cled  comput¬ 
ers,  supplies, 
and  funds  for 
educational 
trips. 
Attendance 
has  ranged 
from  63  chil¬ 
dren  in  the 
summer  to  25 
during  the  fall 

Grants  made  possible  through  apportioned  an<3  spring, 
dollars  help  at-risk  children  who  attend  the  We  fee' 
tutorial  program  at  St.  Landry  UMC,  Lutcher.  deep  within 

our  hearts  that 
this  program  has  been  successful 
because  of  the  support  we  have  received 
from  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
tutorial  program  has  been  a  blessing  for 
our  church  family,  other  churches  and 
the  children  involved. 

Gregory  McClay,  pastor 
Irma  S.  Rixner,  coordinator 
St.  Landry  UMC,  Lutcher 


Sojourner  Truth  Award  nominations  sought, 
COSROW  luncheon  announced 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Commission  The  theme  for  the  banquet  is  “Christian 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  (COS-  Women  Preparing  the  Church  for  the 
ROW)  is  currently  seeking  nominees  for  New  Millenium.” 

the  Sojourner  Truth  Award  presented  To  nominate  someone,  send  her  name, 


annually  at  the  COSROW  lun¬ 
cheon  held  during  Annual 
Conference.  This  year’s  lun¬ 
cheon  will  be  Tuesday,  June  8. 

Letters  of  recommendation 
should  describe  the  nominee’s 
caring,  Christian  contributions 
to  her  congregation  and  com¬ 
munity  in  the  spirit  of 
Sojourner  Truth  who  broke 
barriers  for  human  rights. 

The  Honorable  Willie 
Mount,  the  first  female  mayor  of  Lake 
Charles,  will  be  the  keynote  speaker  at 
the  event  to  be  held  in  the  South  dining 
room  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 


Hon.  Willie  Mount 


address  and  telephone  num¬ 
ber  with  a  letter  of  recommen¬ 
dation  to:  “Sojourner  Truth 
Award,”  c/o  Kathleen  Conrad, 
107  Kansas  Street,  Lafayette, 
LA  70501.  The  deadline  for  let¬ 
ters  of  nominations  is  April  30. 

Reservations  for  the  lun¬ 
cheon  must  be  made  by  May 
1.  Make  checks  for  $7.50 
payable  to  Louisiana 
Conference  with  a  designation 
for  the  COSROW  luncheon.  Send  pay¬ 
ment  to:  Ruth  Waits,  P.O.  Box  523, 
Barksdale  Air  Force  Base,  LA  71110. 


Ministers'  Week  coming  in  July;  Candler  professor  guest  speaker 


Have  you  marked  your  calendar  yet?. 
Ministers’  Week  1999  will  be  held  July  26-29 
at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 
Guest  speaker  for  the  event  will  be  Dr.  Bill 
Mallard,  professor  of  Historical  Theology  and 
Church  History  at  the  Candler  School  of 
Theology  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 
Mallard  is  a  graduate  of  Duke  Divinity 


and  Graduate 
Schools  and  the 
author  of  several 
books.  He  is  a  past 
Bible  study  leader  at 
Louisiana’s  Annual 
Conference.  His 

Dr.  Bill  Mallard 


deep  understanding  and  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures,  coupled  with  his  lighthearted  per¬ 
sonality,  make  him  one  of  the  finest  leaders 
and  teachers  in  The  UMC. 

Ministers’  Week  is  open  to  all  clergy  and 
to  the  lay  leadership  of  local  churches 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  cost  is  $50  before  July  11,  $75  after. 


Please  make  checks  payable  to  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  and  mark  “Ministers’ 
Week.”  Accommodations  at  the  Conference 
Center  should  be  made  separately  by  calling 
(318)  449-4500. 

For  more  information,  contact  Rev.  Flint 
E.  Shea  at  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  (225) 
383-4777. 
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CAMPING 

FOR  ALL  AGES 

Summer  of  1 999 


Mission  statement  of  the  Board  of  Camp  &  Retreat  Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church:  We  are  people  dedicated  to  creating  quality  environments  of  Christian  hospitality 
and  learning.  We  nurture  persons  so  they  may... 


Grow  in  wisdom  and  self-esteem. 


Develop  lifestyles  of  loving  interdependence  with  each  other  and  all  of  creation. 


Affirm  and  expand  their  faith  in  God  and  their  service  as  Christian  disciples  with¬ 
in  God’s  world. 


We  serve  religiously  affiliated  groups,  shcools  and  educational  bodies,  families,  service 
organizations  and  other  non-profit  groups  who  enrich  life  in  the  world. 


District  Camps  and  Schedules 


Located  in  the  North 
Louisiana  city  of  Minden  on 
beautiful  Caney  Lake, 
where  pine  trees  surround 
17  cabins,  a  recreation- 
meeting  hall,  dining  room, 
outdoor  recreation  area  and 
swimming  in  Caney  Lake. 
All  buildings  are  air-condi¬ 
tioned.  Caney  can  accom¬ 
modate  150  persons. 

Contact:  Rev.  Terral 
Lowe,  P.O.  Box  707, 
Minden,  LA  71058  (318) 
377-6756 

No  electronic  communi¬ 
cation  available. 


June  18-20 

Pre-Camp  (Grades  2-3) 

June  21-25 

Elementary  I  (Grades  4-5) 

July  5-9 

Senior  High  (Grades  9-12) 
July  19-23 
Older  Middle  School 
(Grades  7-8) 

July  26-30 

Elementary  II  (Grades  4-5) 

August  5-9 

Middle  School  (Grades  6-8) 


>11  1  l-cr-^r  /  11— 

C1SK1CHITTO 


RETREAT  CENTER 

Located  six  miles  west  of 
Kinder  at  LeBlanc,  the  120- 
acre  facility  is  nestled  in  a 
Louisiana  pine  forest  bor¬ 
dered  by  Whiskey  Chitto 
Creek.  Air-conditioned 
facilities  available  are  five 
cabins  with  varying  accom¬ 
modations,  dining  hall, 
indoor  pavilion,  sports 
court,  outdoor  worship 
areas,  trails  and  a  swimming 
pool.  Accommodations  for 
at  least  100  persons. 
Contact:  Sammie  King,  P.O. 
Box  118,  LeBlanc,  LA 
70651.  (318)738-5259.  E- 
mail:  urc@ld.centuryin- 
ter.net  or  http://gbgm- 
churches.gbgm- 
umc.org/uskichitto 
June  3-5 

Senior  High  (Grades  9-12) 

June  14-18 

Junior  Eligh  I  (Grades  6-8) 
June  21-25 
Older  Elementary 
(Grades  4-5) 

June  28-30 

Pre-Camp  (Grades  2-3) 

July  7-11 

L.A.M.P.  (Grades  9-12) 

July  19-23 

Older  Elementary 
(Grades  4-5) 

July  26-28 

Pre-Camp  (Grades  2-3) 

July  29-31 

Junior  High  II  (Grade  6-8) 


Located  15  miles  north¬ 
east  of  Baton  Rouge  on  two 
portions  of  wooded  land 
connected  by  a  swinging 
bridge.  Facilities  include  two 
air-conditioned  four-dorm  units 
with  a  center  kitchen,  din¬ 
ing/recreation/meeting  hall, 
outdoor  pavilion,  trails,  out¬ 
door  worship  areas  and  a 
swimming  pool.  Istrouma 
can  accommodate  120  per¬ 
sons.  Contact:  David 
Brignac,  P.O.  Box  333, 
Greenwell  Springs,  LA 
70739  (225)261-2089. 

E-mail:  Brignac2@bell- 
south.net 

http  ://www.gbgm- 
umc  .org/istrouma/ 

June  21-25 

Senior  High  (Grades  8-11) 
June  28-July  2 
Older  Elementary  I 
(Grades  4-5) 

July  6-9 

Middle  Elementary 
(Grades  2-3) 

July  12-16 

Junior  High  I  (Grades  6-7) 

July  19-23 

Older  Elementary  II 
(Grades  4-5) 

August  2-6 

Junior  High  II  (Grades  6-7) 


Support  needed  for  child  abuse  laws 


by  Dr.  Chris  Andrews 

Chairman,  Louisiana  Conference 

Legislative  Liaison  Committee 

Child  protection  is  one  of  the  main 
ways  we  safeguard  the  rights  of  our  most 
vulnerable  citizens.  While  it  is  not  a  per¬ 
fect  system  by  any  means,  it  is  imperative 
that  we  take  steps  toward  its  improve¬ 
ment.  Our  United  Methodist  Church  can 
be  a  powerful  voice  in  Louisiana  and  can 
make  a  real  difference  in  the  lives  of  chil¬ 
dren  through  this  public  policy  initiative. 

Please  contact  your  state  legislators  in 
support  of  the  following  two  bills  being 
brought  to  the  legislature  by  Prevent 
Child  Abuse  Louisiana  (PCAL). 

House  Bill  1735  (The  Need  to  Create 
a  Third  Category  of  Abuse  Investigations) 
by  Representatives  Raymond  Jetson  and 
Chuck  McMains:  This  bill  would  change 
the  current  record  keeping  system.  A 
third  category  of  records  would  be  creat¬ 
ed  to  include  records  of  investigations 


where  a  child  may  be  in  danger,  but  the 
evidence  is  inconclusive  or  does  not  con¬ 
firm  that  the  parent  or  caretaker  is  culpa¬ 
ble.  If  the  child  is  reported  as  an  abuse 
victim  in  the  future,  Child  Protection 
Investigators  would  have  more  informa¬ 
tion  to  base  decisions  on,  enhancing  safe¬ 
ty  for  potential  abuse  and  neglect  victims. 

House  Bill  1889  (The  Need  for 
Expanding  Who  Is  Investigated),  also  by 
Jetson  and  McMains,  seeks  to  expand  the 
definition  of  “caretaker”  to  include  indi¬ 
viduals  who  frequently  have  unsuper¬ 
vised  access  to  children  in  a  home,  like  a 
parent’s  boyfriend  or  girlfriend. 
Boyfriends  are  known  to  constitute  a 
large  percentage  of  abuse  perpetrators, 
particularly  in  cases  of  fatal  abuse,  and 
Louisiana  is  the  only  state  that  does  not 
consider  these  people  to  be  potential 
abuse  perpetrators. 

For  more  information,  call  PCAL  at  1- 
800-348-KIDS. 


May  2  is  YSF  Sunday 


Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is  a  mission  fund  raised  by  United  Methodist 
Youth,  distributed  by  youth,  for  youth  who  are  in  need.  Last  year  United 
Methodist  Youth  raised  about  half  a  million  dollars.  The  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Youth  raised  $12,538.89  in  1998  for  YSF. 

Recipients  of  the  YSF  grants  for  1998  were  Thompson 
UMC  in  New  Orleans  (a  creative  art  and  tutorial  program), 
Louisiana  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  (equipment 
needs  for  youth  events),  Han'est  of  Hope  in  Big  Island,  Virg. 
(gleaning  of  crops),  and  Promiseland  in  Elton,  PA  (communi¬ 
ty  children  to  experience  a  God-centered  environment).  We  dis¬ 
tributed  funds  to  all  the  grants  received  this  year. 

An  offering  may  be  collected  on  May  2  or  any  other  Sunday  your 
church  designates  as  YSF  Sunday  to  help  supply  the  Youth  Service  Fund  with  the 
needed  resources  for  funding  additional  grants.  Offering  envelopes  may  be  ordered 
from  the  Conference  Office  for  your  use.  If  you  would  like  to  honor  someone  in  a 
special  way,  why  not  consider  giving  ”A  YSF  Recognition”  gift  to  missions  in  his  or 
her  honor? 

Please  contact  Carolyn  Dove,  conference  youth  director,  at  (225)  346-1646  or  (888) 
239-5286  for  further  information. 


'Survivors'  radio  program  to  air  in  May 


by  United  Methodist  News  Service 

May  Day,  known  internationally  as  a 
call  for  help,  will  mark  the  beginning  of 
a  new  radio  “survival  program”  for 
youth. 

The  “Survivors”  daily  radio  series  is 
intended  for  members  of  the  Millennial 
Generation,  the  oldest  of  whom  is  18. 
The  series  has  been  sent  to  all  12,271  sta¬ 
tions  across  the  nation,  with  a  suggested 
broadcast  launch  date  of  May  1 . 

The  60-second  programs,  the  second 
series  produced  cooperatively  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  (UMCom) 
with  Presbyterian  Media  Mission  (PMM) 
of  Pittsburgh,  offer  one-minute  glimpses 
into  the  life  of  a  young  person  today. 

“Survivors”  represents  an  effort  “to 
help  remind  listeners  that,  in  a  day  when 
some  youth  are  involved  with  destructive 
behaviors,  many  others  are  making  posi¬ 
tive  differences  in  their  lives  and  neigh¬ 
borhoods,”  Bill  Wolfe,  UMCom’s  director 
of  radio  ministries,  said. 


“Every  station  has  thousands  of  youth 
listening  to  its  signal  at  least  part  of  the 
day,”  he  said.  “They,  along  with  parents, 
teachers,  neighbors  and  others,  will  be 
interested  in  this  series,  featuring  real 
youth,  revealing  in  their  own  words 
amazing  stories  of  survival  in  a  world  of 
drugs,  gangs,  sex  and  violence.” 

The  “Survivors”  production  team  rep¬ 
resents  the  two  major  denominations 
involved.  Executive  producer  Dennis 
Benson  and  associate  producer  Amy 
Benson-Brennen  of  PMM,  affiliated  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (USA),  worked 
with  producer  Wolfe  and  engineer 
Lafayette  Richardson  of  UMCom.  They 
join  host  Ketrina  Lewis  to  help  young 
people  of  varying  ethnic  backgrounds 
and  circumstances  to  relate  how  they 
have  lived  through  challenging  times. 

Wolfe  encourages  people  to  visit  sta¬ 
tions  in  their  community  and  to  support 
having  the  messages  broadcast  on  a  reg¬ 
ular  basis  as  a  service  to  local  youth. 
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Constance  Abraham-Handy 

Around  the  District 

Westlake  UMC  recently  held  a  life  in 
the  Spirit  Seminar.  Nine  Life  in  the 
Spirit  Seminar  team  members  from 
Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  Louisiana  minis¬ 
tered  to  25  participants  through  worship, 
teaching  and  fellowship.  The  three  day 
seminar  was  structured  similar  to  a  Lay 
Witness  or  Cursillo  event. 

The  Holy  Spirit  was  the  emphasis  of 
the  seminar.  Answers  were  sought  to  the 
questions:  Who  is  the  Spirit?  What  bene¬ 
fits  does  the  Holy  Spirit  provide?  What 
ministries  can  the  Holy  Spirit  provide 
through  individuals  and  the  church? 

At  the  completion  of  the  seminar, 
Steven  J.  Porter,  pastor  of  Westlake  UMC, 
said  “The  Holy  Spirit  has  ministered  to  us 
through  these  nine  witnesses;  and  we 
have  been  enabled  to  minister  to  others.” 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  First 
UMC,  Welsh,  hosted  the  World  Day  Of 
Prayer  March  5. 

The  theme  of  the  program  was  “God’s 
Tender  Touch”  a  worship  service  written 
by  Christian  women  of  Venezuela.  Fifty 
persons  representing  seven  churches 
attended  the  celebration. 


News,  anyone? 

If  you  have  stories,  news  articles  and 
pictures  you  would  like  included  in  the 
next  Lake  Charles  District  page,  please 
contact  Constance  Abraham-Handy, 
district  communication  advisor,  at  (318) 
474-4187.  The  mailing  address  is  2706 
Walden  Drive,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70607 


Puppet  team  provides  creative  outreach 


by  Constance  Abraham-Handy 
District  Communication  Advisor 

Almost  15  years  ago,  a  puppet  team, 
“Heaven  Bound,”  was  started  at  Henning 
UMC  in  Sulphur.  The  group  performed 
for  a  few  years  and  then  disbanded. 

Approximately  eight  years  ago, 
“Heaven  Bound”  began  performing 
again,  because  there  was  a  group  of 
sixth  graders  in  their  church  not  old 
enough  to  be  youth  and  too  old  to  be 
children  (sound  familiar?).  The  puppet 
team  provided  that  group  with  a  niche  at 
Henning.  According  to  puppet  team 
director,  Peggy  Williams,  “some  of  those 
puppet  team  members  are  now  in  col¬ 
lege!” 

Today,  “Heaven  Bound”  consists  of 
twelve  children  and  youth,  ranging  in 
age  from  grades  6-11,  plus  two  adults 
(Peggy  Williams  and  Belinda 
Arceneaux).  Recently,  the  team  received 
a  silver  award  at  the  annual  Lafayette 
Puppet  Festival.  The  puppeteers  per¬ 
formed  the  drama  “The  Devil  Is  Bad”  to 
the  music  of  a  contemporary  Christian 
rap  group  called  The  W’s. 

This  team  ministry  provides  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  group  to  reach  out  more  to 
their  community  as  well  as  to  the 
Henning  UMC  congregation.  They  often 
perform  for  the  residents  of  the  Holly 
Hill  Nursing  Home.  They  also  have  gone 
to  one  of  the  local  Baptist  churches,  as 
well  as  other  sites,  when  an  invitation  is 
extended. 

The  church  can  be  contacted  for  a  list 
of  their  future  performances  at  4 36-6656. 


The  “Heaven  Bound”  pup¬ 
pet  team  from  First  UMC, 
Lake  Charles,  recently  won 
the  Silver  Award  at  the  annu¬ 
al  Lafayette  Puppet  Festival 
with  its  performance  of  the 
skit,  “The  Devil  Is  Bad.” 

Members  include:  Kim 
Johnson,  Jessica  Henry,  Holly 
Williams,  Lindsay  Large,  Laura 
Williams,  Peggy  Williams 
(director),  Kristen  Davis, 
Brandy  Arceneaux,  Sarah 
Robbins,  Laura  Ilonson,  Emily 
Sawyer,  Matt  harmon  (youth 
minister),  Belinda  Arceneaux, 
(assistant  director),  Kathleen 
McFarlain,  Kempa  McFarlain, 
Amanda  Sonnier. 


FUMC  Lake  Charles  holds  annual  retreat  at  Woodworth 


Members  of  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  congregated  for  a  group  shot  outside 
the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 


What  started  last  year  with  68  mem¬ 
bers  at  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  grew  to 
110  members  at  the  Second  Annual  First 
Church  Family  Retreat  held  recently  at 
the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

Participants  ranged  in  age  from 
infants  to  senior  adults.  The  theme  was 
“Living  The  Message.”  “The  Message,” 
recorded  and  performed  by  4-Him,  and 
“Here  I  Am,  Lord,”  from  the  Methodist 
hymnal,  were  the  songs  that  helped  to 
interpret  the  retreat  theme. 

To  bridge  the  age  gap,  retreat  music 
was  fifty  percent  contemporary  and  fifty 
percent  hymns  from  the  Methodist  hym¬ 
nal.  T-shirt  featuring  the  retreat’s  theme 
were  available. 

The  retreat  began  with  dinner  on 
Friday  evening  and  entertainment  by 
A.J.  Smith,  a  local  Cajun  humorist  and 
church  member;  an  innovative  worship 
service  followed. 

On  Saturday,  members  were  divided 
into  three  age  groups. 

John  David  Hinton  led  the  children; 
Rev.  Jack  O’Dell  the  youth;  and  Rev. 
Ted  Standley  the  adults. 

Everyone  was  able  to  participate  in  a 
variety  of  activities  that  included 


unique  worship  and  learning  opportu¬ 
nities  as  well  as  recreation  and  fellow¬ 
ship. 

The  retreat  was  planned  by  the 
church’s  Family  Ministry  Council  under 
the  leadership  of  Gloria  Youngblood, 
director  of  Family  Ministries;  Lynn 


Morgan,  youth  group  and  Sharon 
Thibodeaux,  children.  Rev.  Steven  M. 
Spurlock  is  senior  minister. 

The  church  has  already  reserved  the 
Conference  Center  for  the  first  week¬ 
end  in  March  for  the  years  2000  and 
2001! 
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Bible  reading  program 
generates  enthusiastic 
response 

by  Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Excitement,  interest  and  enthusiastic 
response  have  been  the  results  of  ‘Read 
the  Bible  Though  This  Year’  at  St. 
Andrew’s  and  Bartholomew  United 
Methodist  Churches. 

“1  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the 
response  of  both  the  St.  Andrew’s  and 
Bartholomew  churches!  We  have  54  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  ages  signed  up  at  St.  Andrew’s 
with  an  average  Sunday  School  atten¬ 
dance  in  the  40’s  and  average  Worship 
attendance  in  the  60’s,”  said  Rev.  Tommy 
Freeman,  pastor  of  the  churches. 
“Bartholomew  has  20  people  participat¬ 
ing  which  is  almost  100%  of  the  church. 
That  is  an  exciting  response!” 

At  St.  Andrew’s,  on  Sunday  evenings 
during  the  worship  time,  Freeman  con¬ 
ducts  a  brief  overview  of  the  weekly 
reading  which  is  followed  by  a  10-15 
minute  discussion  session.  The  first 
Sunday  evening  51  people  were  in  atten¬ 
dance.  On  Wednesday  afternoons  at 
Bartholomew,  the  same  type  of  study  is 
held. 

“’Read  the  Bible  Through,’  has  created 
excitement,  interest  and  a  strong  spiritu¬ 
al  atmosphere  of  learning,  growth  and 
love!”  Freeman  said.  “You  should  hear 
some  of  the  questions.” 

The  charge  will  conclude  the  ‘Read 
the  Bible  Through’  program  next 
January,  with  a  banquet,  testimony  ser¬ 
vice,  and  awards  in  special  recognition 
of  the  first  child,  youth,  and  adult  to 
complete  the  program.  Freeman  has 
never  had  a  congregation  to  participate 
this  strongly. 

“We  are  excited  about  what  the  Lord 
may  do  with  us,  when  we  pray,  and  get 
serious  about  the  study  of  His  Word!  I 
would  be  most  happy  to  help  any 
church  get  this  program  started,”  he  said. 

According  to  Freeman,  the  program 
‘Read  the  Bible  Through  This  Year,’  was 
originally  designed  to  begin  on  January 
1,  but  can  be  implemented  at  any  time. 

This  is  a  very  easy  and  inexpensive 
program  to  initiate,  he  said.  For  more 
information,  contact  Freeman  at  318-665- 
4479- 
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Laity  Banquet  speaker  stresses  service 


“The  most  dangerous  thing  you  can 
do  is  to  write  yourself  off,”  said  Ron 
Anderson,  Volunteers  Of  America,  in  his 
address  to  the  Monroe  District  Laity 
Banquet  March 
19  in  West 
Monroe. 

“Help  young 
men  care 
about  their 
own  lives  so 
they  can  care 
about  the  lives 
of  others,” 

Anderson  said 
of  his  experi¬ 
ence  as  direc-  Anderson 

tor  of  LightHouse  Ministries  in 
Shreveport. 

Located  next  to  the  First  UMC  at  the 


head  of  Texas  Street,  this  ministry  reach¬ 
es  out  to  some  of  Shreveport’s  poorest 
neighborhoods. 

According  to  Anderson,  poverty  of 
spirit  is  at  the  root  of  social  issues  that 
face  our  society. 

He  asked,  “What  is  hatred,  if  it  is  not 
a  spiritual  issue?  What  is  indifference?” 

Anderson  urged  the  audience  to  forget 
self-importance  and  to  emphasize  service 
to  others.  He  said  service  that  is  consis¬ 
tent  and  compassionate  is  true  service. 

The  banquet,  hosted  again  this  year 
by  McGuire  UMC,  was  attended  by  260 
United  Methodists  from  the  Monroe 
District  and  friends  from  throughout 
Northeast  Louisiana. 

The  Laity  Banquet  offering  helps  fund 
the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship. 
More  than  $1,000  was  raised. 


Earth  Day  to  focus  on  God's  creation 

by  Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Earth  Day  is  April  22.  As  stewards  of  God’s  earth,  Christians  should  cherish  and 
protect  his  creation.  The  Church  is  challenged  to  help  find  opportunities  to  center 
lives  and  lifestyles  around  God  rather  than  the  consumption  of  material  goods.  The 
advertising  culture  has  created  self-values  based  on  consumerism  and  ego  satisfac¬ 
tion  based  in  consumption. 

Abundant  living  is  the  focus  of  April’s  “Festival  of  God’s  Creation”.  Congregations 
are  encouraged  to  consider  personal  lifestyles  in  relation  to  caring  for  God’s  creation. 

God’s  abundant  life  does  not  mean  overconsumption  or  “plenty  of  stuff.” 
According  to  John  10:10,  Jesus  is  the  way  to  abundant  life. 

Programs  'respond'  to  children's  need 


“Be  there  for  someone  else”  is  the 
opportunity  offered  by  Project  Respond. 

This  new  project  is  designed  to  link 
families  whose  children  have  been 
removed  from  the  home  with  “mentor 
families.”  It  is  a  joint  effort  of  Family 
Connections  and  Family  Matters. 

“The  idea  is  to  place  the  children  back 
in  their  homes  with  their  parents,  and 
then  give  these  families  support  from  sta¬ 
ble  mentor  families,”  said  Rev.  Marie 
Williams,  Monroe  District  superinten¬ 
dent. 

“These  groups  believe,  and  I  do,  too, 
that  there  is  no  better  place  to  find  these 
mentor  families  than  in  the  church.” 


Informational  meetings  will  be  held 
on  Tuesday,  April  20,  at  7  p.m.  at  Lea 
Joyner  UMC  and  on  Tuesday,  April  27  at 
7  p.m.  at  Delhi  UMC. 

The  mentor  families,  after  further 
training  at  a  later  date,  will  help  families 
who  are  trying  to  break  destructive 
behavior  patterns.  The  new  program  is  a 
cooperative  effort  within  a  12-parish  area 
in  northeast  Louisiana. 

“I  believe  this  is  an  incredible  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  a  Christian  difference  in 
the  lives  of  persons  in  our  communities,” 
Williams  said. 

For  more  information,  call  the  district 
office  at  (318)  387-7364. 

Married  72  years  and  still  smiling! 

Family  Night  Celebration  hon¬ 
ored  16  couples  who  have  been 
married  50  or  more  years.  They 
received  a  catered  meal,  roses  and 
entertainment  by  “The  Red  Hill 
Boys,”  the  men’s  singing  group  of 
First  UMC,  Bastrop.  Pictured  left 
are  Clyde  and  Helen  Corley  who 
have  been  married  for  72  years. 

Special  guests  at  their  table 
included  their  daughters,  Marilyn 
Hill  and  Carolyn  Williams,  and 
their  daughter-in-law,  Joyce 
Corley. 
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Around  the  District 

Youth  Night  at  St.  Peter  UMC,  Lake 
Providence,  was  a  time  of  praising  God 
through  song.  Special  guests  included 
the  St.  Timothy  Youth  Choir  and  Rev. 
Earl  Colquitt  from  Bastrop.  The  youth 
issued  an  invitation  to  other  churches’ 
youth  groups  to  join  them  on  Saturday, 
March  27.  Rev.  Alvin  Eave,  Sr.  is  pastor  of 
the  St.  Peter  church.  Nellie  Scott  and 
Emma  Eave  are  the  youth  sponsors. 

A  Seder  Meal  was  part  of  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  Holy  Week  at  Vidalia  UMC. 
The  church  family  celebrated  the 
Passover  meal  the  same  way  Jesus  would 
have  celebrated  it.  The  meal  is  a  com¬ 
munity  event  that  commemorates  the 
saving  act  of  God  in  bringing  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  out  of  slavery  in  Egypt.  It  foreshad¬ 
ows  the  waving  work  of  Jesus,  the  Lamb, 
whose  sacrifice  takes  God’s  children  out 
of  slavery  to  sin  and  death. 

Send  us  your  news! 

Please  share  your  church  news  and 
photos  with  us.  Send  them  by  March  15 
to: 

Lyn  Sheehan 

P.O.  Box  178 

Columbia,  LA  71418 

TeL  (318)  649-7188 

e-mail:  lyn_sheehan@hotmaiLorg 

e-mail2:  sheehan@caldweU.org 
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Around  the  District 

A  fundraiser  to  benefit  the  Lafon 
Nursing  Home  will  be  held  Friday,  June  4, 
at  the  Marriott  Hotel  on  Canal  Street. 

Under  the  banner,  “A  Jazzy  Night  in 
June,”  the  gala  evening  starts  at  8  p.m. 
and  features  dinner,  dancing,  show  and 
silent  auction.  Tickets  can  be  purchased 
for  $50  each  from  the  nursing  home  or 
by  calling  504-288-8942. 

Mission  in  Motion  is  rolling  in  the 
New  Orleans  District.  With  a  goal  of 
1,000  flood  buckets  your  help  is  needed. 
The  MIM  trailer  is  located  at  St. 
Matthew’s  UMC  in  Metairie.  Collections 
will  take  place  April  24-25.  For  more 
information,  contact  Don  Schaneville  at 
392-0082  or  Paul  Gallaway  at  (504)  828- 
2324. 


Let  us  tell  your  story  ... 

Let  us  tell  your  story.  If  you  have  a 
story  to  tell  about  your  church  or  your 
members,  please  contact  the  New 
Orleans  District  Communication  Advisor, 
Dian  Kent  at  (504)  368-2567.  You  may 
also  contact  the  New  Orleans  District 
Office  at  (504)  488-5430.  Please  mail 
information  to:  Dian  Kent,  837  Sumner 
Street  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70114 


Carrollton  UMC  broadens  mission 


Participants  at  the  Uptown  Shepherd’s  Center,  now 
housed  at  Carrollton  UMC,  get  a  close  look  at  a  “critter” 
from  the  Audobon  Zoo  (above)  and  convene  for  a  game 
of  bingo  (below.) 


By  Hilda  Poppell 

Carrollton  UMC 
has  been  broadening 
its  mission  in  the  last 
few  months.  The 
church  is  now  home 
for  the  Uptown 
Shepherd’s  Center. 

The  center  provides 
opportunities  for 
senior  citizens  in  the 
surrounding  commu¬ 
nity  to  continue  inde¬ 
pendent,  healthy  and 
meaningful  lives. 

With  hours  of  9 
a.m.-2  p.m.  week¬ 
days,  the  center 
offers  stimulating 
adult  education  class¬ 
es,  exercise  sessions, 
noon  meals,  recre¬ 
ational  activities, 
bridge  and  card 
games,  occasional 
outings  to  parks, 
museums  and  the¬ 
atrical  events  and 
special  holiday 
events. 

The  goals  of  the 
Uptown  Shepherd’s 
Center  are:  to  facili¬ 
tate  the  aging  who 
desire  to  live  inde¬ 
pendently  in  their 
homes;  to  allow 
seniors  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  use  their  experi¬ 
ences,  training,  and 
skills;  to  allow 
seniors  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  enhance  life  sat¬ 
isfaction  in  later  maturity  and  enable  self- 
realization;  to  demonstrate  life  at  its  best 
in  later  maturity  and  provide  role  models; 
to  advocate  the  rights  of  the  aging  and 
assist  them  in  gaining  access  to  commu¬ 
nity  resources;  and  to  empower  the  aging 


toward  healthier  lifestyles. 

The  Uptown  Shepherd’s  Center  allows 
Carrollton  UMC  to  reach  out  to  seniors  in 
the  Uptown  area  and  also  help  the 
church  to  become  more  visible  as  a  cen¬ 
ter  for  ministry. 


Members  of  Hartzell  UMC  recently  completed  the  DISCIPLE  I  Bible  Study 
class.  Members  of  the  class  pictured  above  (1-r)  are  Gloria  White,  Delesie 
Harrison,  June  Sanchez,  Rev.  Karl  M  Clark,  Angelique  White  (facilitator), 
Barbara  Hamilton,  Fannie  Thompson,  and  Zellease  Brown. 


From  the  district 
superintendent 

Dear  Friends, 

Greetings  in  the  Name  of  Jesus- 
Messiah! 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  share  some 
thoughts  with  you  about  how  this  time 
of  the  year  is  so  meaningful  to  me.  There 
is  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  weather  where 
we  can  experience  a  temperature  swing 
of  25-35  degrees  in  just  24  hours.  Signs 
of  spring  begin 
to  evidence 
themselves  and 
we  witness  the 
various  changes 
in  the  foliage. 

Changes  are  hap¬ 
pening  all  the 
time  and  to  that 
sometimes  we 
can  only  say— 

WOW! 

I  can  imagine 
the  early  disci¬ 
ples  as  Jesus  demonstrated  the  miracle 
working  powers  of  bringing  life  to  the 
dead,  sight  to  the  blind,  curing  the  lame, 
restoring  hope  miracles  brought  on  by 
NEED.  Perhaps  they  too  could  only  say- 
-WOW! 

The  thing  that  I  keep  in  my  mind  is 
that  Jesus  never  performed  a  miracle  as 
a  show  off.  Always,  the  miracle  was  out 
of  human  need.  The  further  wonder  for 
myself  is  that  we  have  been  given  the 
power  to  help  miracles  to  happen  -not 
as  “show-offs”  —  but  out  of  human  need. 
Of  course  I  am  referencing  the  Miracle 
Night  at  the  upcoming  Annual 
Conference  session. 

Yet,  there  are  instances  where  we  can 
help  a  miracle  to  happen  by  simply  shar¬ 
ing  some  very  common  acts  of  kindness. 

I  mean  some  very  simple  acts  of  kind¬ 
ness  that  require  some  time,  a  little  phys¬ 
ical  energy  and  a  lot  of  compassion. 
Spring  cleaning  calls  for  pitching  out 
some  of  the  “stuff’  that  we  accumulate 
through  he  years.  There  are  Mission 
Centers  in  each  community  where  we 
can  share  these  items  with  someone  who 
desperately  needs  them. 

With  this  “jump-start”  of  an  idea,  I 
trust  that  Y-O-U  will  discover  ways  to 
help  make  someone  else’s  life  a  bit  more 
bearable  by  doing  something  to  help 
them  along  the  way.  There  is  this  won¬ 
derful  song  that  is  really  a  “testimonial” 
which  has  the  line: 

“If  I  can  help  someone  as  I  travel 
along,  then  my  living  will  not  have  been 
in  vain.” 

Help  to  make  a  “Christian  Difference” 
in  someone’s  life  today,  and  I  guarantee, 
you  too,  will  say-WOW! 

Shalom! 

Freddie  C.  Henderson 
New  Orleans  District 

Superintendent 
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April  16,1999 


Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in  Mission 

Takin'  It  To  The 
Streets  ’99 

Shreveport,  LA 
June  4-6 

NEEDED:  Persons  who  can  —  paint,  build,  wire,  sweep,  teach, 
learn,  mop,  give  directions,  take  directions,  hand  out 
brochures,  sing,  play  an  instrument,  dance,  take  blood  pres¬ 
sure,  lead  games,  tape-bed-float,  nail,  saw,  laugh,  and  pray. 

Work  areas  will  include 

The  Family  Violence  Center 

a  shelter  for  abused  women  and  their  children. 

Painting,  refurbishing  projects 

The  MacAdoo  Hotel 

a  residence  for  disadvantaged  and  disabled  persons. 
Social/Entertainment/Dinner  Event 

Health  Fair  &  Children’s  Play  Day 

(in  co-operation  with  the  Shreveport  District  Shalom  Zone) 
at  a  Shreveport  urban  housing  development. 

Assist  in  conducting  medical  &  mental  health  screening 
and  distribution  of  medical  and  referral  information 

The  Well 

a  shelter  and  resource  center  for  homeless  persons. 
Refurbish  projects 

Easter  Tornado  Reclamation  Projects 

There  is  a  great  need  expected  for  assistance  with 
reconstruction  work  at 

churches  and  homes  in  the  Shreveport/Bossier  Area. 

REGISTRATION  INFORMATION 

Fee  per  person:  $25.00  Breakfast/Lunch:  $10.00  per  day 
Lodging  available  at  First  UMC,  Shreveport 


Name _  Phone _ 

Address  _ 

Church  _  District  _ 

I  am  interested  in  working  with: 

The  Well  _  The  Family  Violence  Center  _  The  Macadoo  _ 

Health  Fair/Play  Day  _  Tornado  Recovery  _  Wherever  needed  _ 

Other  skills  I  can  offer: 

I  am  a  health  care  professional  in  the  following  field: 

Please  make  check  payable  to  Louisiana  Conference  #6364.  Mail  check  and  reg¬ 
istration  form  to:  Janice  Flannery,  c/o  Summer  Grove  UMC,  9119  Dean  Road, 
Shreveport,  LA  71118.  For  information:  Dale  Hensarling  (318)  949-0430 
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CELEBRATE  HERITAGE  SUNDAY 

The  World  Is  Our  Parish:  Africa 


by  Tim  Hebert 

President,  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Historical  Society 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  Heritage 
Sunday  (April  25)  celebrates  the  United 
Methodist  ministry  in  Africa.  The  roots  of 
Methodism  were  planted  in  Africa  in 
1822.  Former  American  slaves  returned 
to  east  Africa  beginning  in  that  year  and 
formed  the  nation  of  Liberia. 

After  a  slow  beginning,  Africa  asked 
for  and  received  its  first  bishop  in  1885. 
Rev.  William  Taylor  was  sent  as  mission¬ 
ary  bishop  to  Liberia.  He  expanded  the 
church’s  ministry  into  Mozambique,  the 
Congo,  and  Angola.  Missionaries  were 
sent  to  Africa  from  America  and  were 
also  recruited  among  the  native  population. 

Louisiana  has  had  a  connection  with 
Africa  for  over  a  century.  Rev.  Joseph  C. 
Hartzell  was  sent  to  Louisiana  after  the 
Civil  War  to  minister  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  churches.  After  he  and  his 
wife  faithfully  served  churches  in 
Louisiana,  Rev.  Hartzell  was  elected  to 
succeed  Bishop  Taylor  as  bishop  of  the 
Africa  Missionary  Conference. 

Near  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  Bishop 
Hartzell  climbed  to  the  top  of  Mt. 


Chiremba  and  knelt  to  pray.  He  offered 
the  valley  to  God  and  saw  a  vision  of 
young  people  from  all  over  running  to 
the  valley  carrying  schoolbooks.  This 
vision  led  to  the  creation  of  missionary 
schools  around  Africa.  That  legacy  lives 
on  in  Africa  University,  which  is  located 
near  the  old  mission  school  at  Mutare 
(formerly  Umtali). 

Methodism  has  continued  to  send 
missionaries  to  Africa  throughout  the 
century.  Currently,  there  is  a  program 
called  Vision  Africa  that  is  seeking  to 
establish  churches  and  train  the  indige¬ 
nous  people  for  the  ministry.  The  pro¬ 
gram  plans  to  start  20  churches  in  Africa 
this  year.  Its  ten  year  goal  is  to  reach  half 
of  the  countries  of  Africa. 

Africa  currently  has  fourteen  annual 
conferences,  though  many  areas  have 
not  been  reached  by  the  Church.  There 
are  millions  of  souls  in  Africa  who  have 
not  been  told  about  the  Gospel.  Both 
political  and  physical  reasons  have  made 
this  difficult. 

Our  prayers,  financial  support,  and 
physical  involvement  will  be  necessary  if 
we  are  to  fulfill  our  mission  in  Africa...  to 
make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 


VIM  workteams  to  Bosnia  rescheduled 


by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

Volunteers  in  Mission  work  teams  to 
Bosnia  slated  for  this  summer  have  been 
postponed  and  several  other  missions 
have  been  rescheduled,  Louisiana  VIM 
Director  Larry  Norman  said  last  week. 

Two  trips  to  the  city  of  Zenica,  Bosnia, 
have  been  “postponed  until  there  is  a 
more  stable  political  environment  in  the 
region,”  he  said. 

The  first  trip  was  to  be  led  by  Rev. 
Dale  Hensarling  June  25-July  9-  Rev.  Karl 
Klaus  was  to  lead  the  second  trip  August 
13-28.  If  feasible,  the  trips  will  be 
rescheduled  in  2000,  Norman  said. 

Recently,  several  other  missions  have 
been  added  or  rescheduled. 

Honduras 

A  work  team  to  Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras,  led  by  Rev.  Ramonalynn 
Bethley  has  been  rescheduled  from  Nov. 
13-21  to  Nov.  20-28.  Another  team  to  the 
country  devasted  by  Hurricane  Mitch  has 
been  slated  for  Jan.  15-22,  2000.  It  will  be 
led  by  Rev.  Judy  Shema. 

The  mission  already  set  for  May  20-28, 
2000,  to  be  led  by  Rev.  Tracy  MacKenzie 
and  Buddy  Frenzel,  remains  unchanged. 

Mexico 

A  work  team,  led  by  Rev.  Ken  Irby, 
scheduled  to  join  Operacion  Hogar  in 
Juarez,  Mexico  in  May  has  been  post¬ 
poned  until  Sept.  19-25.  Also,  a  work 
team  to  Monterrey  May  23-29  led  by  Tim 
Lawson  has  been  added  to  the  schedule 

For  more  information  contact  the  VIM 
office  at  (225)  346-1646  or  888-239-5286. 


How  to  help  in 
Kosovo 


from  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Many  relief  organizations,  includ¬ 
ing  The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR),  are  addressing 
the  needs  of  refugees  from  Kosova. 

You  can  make  a  donation  to 
UMCOR  International  Disaster 
Response  #982450-8.  Checks  made 
out  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  and 
marked  “Kosovo  Emergency”  can  be 
placed  in  church  offering  plates  or 
sent  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Office  at  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802. 

All  of  the  money  that  is  sent  for 
Kosovo  relief  will  go  to  that  cause. 

UMCOR  is  working  through  Action 
by  Churches  Together  (ACT),  an  ecu¬ 
menical  organization.  ACT  is  provid¬ 
ing  help  to  refugees  in  Albania  and 
Macedonia  in  the  form  of  food, 
water,  shelter,  medical  supplies  and 
other  resources. 

UMCOR  has  offices  in  Bosnia  and 
is  helping  refugees  who  have  fled 
there. 

The  UMC  also  is  supporting  relief 
efforts  in  the  region  through  its 
involvement  in  World  Church 
Services,  the  relief  arm  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Review 


April  16,1999 


THE  CONFERENCE 

[NEWS 


St.  Paul,  Ethel,  serves 
1 1 3  in  community 

A  young  diner  (pictured  below) 
enjoyed  food  and  fellowship  on  a 
Saturday  in  February  at  Ethel  UMC  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  District.  The  day  marked 
the  beginning  of  a  monthly  food  and  fel¬ 
lowship  program  started  by  the  church. 


Members  donated  supplies  and  time  for 
the  program  which  serv  ed  113  members 
of  the  small,  rural  community. 

The  fellowship  will  be  held  the  third 
Saturday  of  each  month  as  a  way  for  the 
congregation  to  say,  “We  love  you  and 
God  loves  you,  too  ."—from  Betty  Bowers 
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The  Benton  UMC  parsonage,  home  of  Bill  and  Ann  Moon,  was  severely 
damaged  by  the  tornado  that  hit  North  Louisiana  Saturday,  April  3-  It  was  one 
of  many  structures  in  the  area  damaged  or  destroyed  the  day  before  Easter. 


Tornadoes,  from  front  page. 


Caddo  and  Bossier  parishes  on  Saturday 
was  focused  in  and  around  Benton.  Less 
than  a  mile  from  the  newly  completed 
Benton  UMC,  houses  were  damaged  or 
demolished  while  the  church  building 
escaped  undamaged. 

The  church  parsonage,  home  to  the 
Rev.  Bill  and  Ann  Moon,  however,  was 
damaged  so  severely  that  they  were 
unable  to  remain  in  it  and  had  to  move 
to  a  garage  apartment  adjacent  to  the 
home  of  church  members.  The  roof  of 
the  parsonage  was  ripped  away,  as  were 
portions  of  interior  walls  and  windows. 

The  Moons  were  away  from  home  at 
the  time  of  the  tornado,  but  Ann’s  par¬ 
ents,  who  live  with  them,  were  at  home 
by  themselves.  Gratefully,  the  couple 
was  in  the  end  of  the  home  opposite  the 
onslaught  and  were  not  harmed.  In  fact, 
they  had  assumed  that  the  forces  which 
had  plunged  them  into  darkness  had 
been  the  result  of  a  powerful  rain¬ 
storm.  After  some  dramatic  moments  try¬ 
ing  to  make  their  way  through  the 
destruction,  the  Moons  finally  arrived 
home  to  find  Ann’s  parents  unscathed. 

Rev.  James  Poole  arrived  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  with  a  van  load  of  volunteers 
from  First  UMC,  Natchitoches,  to  offer 
help  to  the  Moons  and  any  others  in 
need  in  the  area.  With  the  situation 
under  relative  control  at  the  Moon’s 
home,  Ann  directed  them  to  the  home  of 
church  member  Dana  Cherry. 

Dana  and  Hannah  Cherry,  members  of 
Benton  UMC,  were  home  alone  when  the 


tornado  struck.  They  hid  in  an  interior 
portion  of  their  brick  home.  Dana  cov¬ 
ered  her  daughter  with  her  body  as  they 
braced  for  the  wind’s  attack.  When  the 
storm  passed,  their  home  had  collapsed 
upon  them.  They  crawled  from  beneath 
the  rubble  to  discover  that  Dana  bore 
only  superficial  scratches,  while  eight- 
year-old  Hannah  was  unmarked. 
Hannah  said  her  first  impulse  upon 
emerging  was  to  rush  to  the  area  of  her 
bedroom  to  search  for  her  United 
Methodist  cross  and  flame  necklace,  a  gift 
from  “Miss  Dot”  at  First  UMC,  Bossier. 
Her  second  impulse  was  to  look  across 
the  fields  behind  their  home  to  tiy  to  see 
if  “our  new  church  is  okay.” 

The  Hay  Meadow  mobile  home  park, 
adjacent  to  the  site  of  the  Louisiana 
Hayride  Kitchen-former  home  of  the 
Louisiana  Hayride  radio  show—  was  prac¬ 
tically  destroyed.  Seven  people  died  as  a 
result  of  their  injuries,  while  many  more 
were  admitted  to  area  hospitals. 

Area  clergy  and  counselors  from  the 
Office  of  Mental  Health,  who  were  dis¬ 
patched  to  the  area  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
now  have  a  mobile  unit  set  up  to  help 
families  deal  with  their  losses. 

Benton  UMC  has  set  up  a  relief  center 
staffed  by  volunteers.  The  church  has 
received  many  donations  which  will  be 
dispersed  to  residents  in  need. 

Estimates  of  the  damages  in  the  area 
have  exceeded  $200  million.  On  April  9, 
federal  disaster  funds  were  made  avail¬ 
able  to  Bossier  Parish  for  rebuilding. 


Speakers,  from  front  page 


Baton  Rouge.  She  attended  Louisiana 
State  University,  where  she  received  a 
bachelor  of  arts  degree.  Robert  received 
her  doctorate  degree  from  Yale 
University  in  1984. 

Author  of  American  Women  in 
Mission:  A  Social  History  of  Their  Thought 
and  Practice  (1997),  she  is  professor  of 
International  Mission  at  the  Boston 
University  School  of  Thedogy.  Robert 
also  is  co-author  of  Christianity:  A  Social 
and  Cultural  History  (Prenttice  Hall,  2nd 
ed.  1997},  a  book  on  Arthur  T.  Pierson 
translated  into  Korean;  numerous  articles 
and  book  chapters  and  Evangelism  as  the 


Heart  of  Mission  published  in  the  Mission 
Evangelism  Series  by  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Currently  children’s  music  director  at 
the  Harvard-Epworth  UMC  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  Robert  has  an  ongoing  relation¬ 
ship  with  African  Indigenous  Churches  in 
Masvingo  Province,  Zimbabwe,  Africa, 
including  an  ecumenical  Theological 
Education  by  Extension  program.  She 
and  her  husband  M.L.  Daneel,  co-edit 
the  series  “African  Initiatives  in  Christian 
Mission”  published  by  the  University  of 
South  Africa  Press.  They  have  two  sons 
ages  9  and  11. 


Louisiana 

briefs 

Conference  Youth  Choir  voices  needed 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Youth 
Chorus,  led  by  Lee  Cooke  of  Asbury 
UMC,  Lafayette,  will  tour  the  southeast¬ 
ern  part  of  the  country  in  June. 

Students  in  grades  9-12  are  needed, 
along  with  adult  chaperones.  Cost  per 
person  is  $150,  which  includes  music, 
lodging,  T-shirt,  two  meals  a  day  and 
transportation.  The  registration  deadline 
has  been  extended.  A  deposit  fee  of  $50 
should  accompany  registration.  Make 
check  payable  to:  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  “Youth  Choir  Tour”  and  send 
to  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA,  70802-5720.  Limited  space  is  avail¬ 
able. 

Don’t  forget!  DISCIPLE  Bible  Training 
Seminar  returns  to  Baton  Rouge 

DISCIPLE  Bible  Training  returns  to  the 
Radisson  Hotel  in  Baton  Rouge  Aug.  26-28. 
Attendees  will  receive  quality  leadership 
training  with  active  participation  and 
valuable  hands-on  experience  with  the 
DISCIPLE  resources.  Scholarships  are 
available,  but  don’t  wait— they  are  limited 
in  number.  For  more  information  con¬ 
tact,  Kay  Irby  at  the  Conference  Office: 
(225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286,  ext. 
224  or  check  out  the  DISCIPLE  web  site 
at  <www.umph.org/disciple>. 

Sager-Brown/UMCOR  Depot  Youth  in 
Mission  Summer  Work  Camp 

Join  friends  and  other  youth  groups 
from  around  the  conference  for  helping 
with  home  repair  and  sorting  and  pack¬ 
ing  disaster  response  supplies  at  the 
UMCOR-Depot  at  Sager-Brown  June  20-25. 
This  is  hard  and  rewarding  work  for 
junior  and  senior  high  youth.  It’s  also 
fun!  Enjoy  exciting  evening  activities 
with  friends,  old  and  new. 

Contact  Carolyn  Dove,  youth  director, 
at  (225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286. 


CONFERENCE 

Program  Calendar 

April 

16- 25  VIM,  Gov.  Valadares,  Brazil 

17- 23  VIM,  Operacion  Hogar,  Lydia 

Patterson  Institute,  El  Paso,  Texas 
19  Campus  Ministry  Administrative 

Task  Force,  Conference  Office 
23-24  Shreveport  District  Shalom  Zone 
Training,  First  UMC,  Shreveport 
24  Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop, 

Conference  Center 

25-27  UMCOR/SCJ  Disaster  Response 
Training,  Canyon  Ranch,  Okla. 

30- 

May  2  The  Academy  for  Spiritual 

Leadership,  Conference  Center 
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Confirmands  share  day  with  Colorado  youth 


and  then  giving  Jesus  Christ  away.” 
Referring  to  the  recent  school  shoot¬ 
ings  in  Littleton,  Colo.,  Bishop 
Solomon  wondered  how  things  might 
have  been  different  if  those  who  per¬ 
petrated  the  shooting  had  taken  Jesus 
Christ  into  their  lives. 

The  confirmands  were  divided  into 


By  Jim  Smilie 
Special  to  the  LUM  Review 

WOODWORTH,  LOUISIANA  —  An 
estimated  700  confirmands  and  about 
100  adults  joined  together  during  Con¬ 
firmation  Day  with  the  Bishop  on 
Saturday,  April  24,  at  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth, 
according  to  Kay  Irby, 
coordinator  for  the 
event. 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon 
welcomed  the  confir¬ 
mands,  comprised  pri¬ 
marily  of  6th  and  7th 
grade  students  from 
across  the  state  of  Lou¬ 
isiana. 

“Today  is  not  about 
confirmation  as  such,”  he 
said.  “It’s  not  about,  ‘Did 
I  learn  everything  I  was 
supposed  to  learn  in 
confirmation  class?’ 
although  I  hope  that  did 
occur.  It’s  about  receiv¬ 
ing  Jesus.  Only  you  can 
receive  Jesus  Christ  into  The  crosses,  wrapped  in  messages  of  faith  and 
your  life.  Your  friends  hope,  such  as  the  ones  below,  will  be  distributed 
and  your  parents  can’t  do  by  churches  in  Littleton  to  their  youth  as  a  sign  of 
it  for  you.  Louisiana’s  caring  and  support  for  them  in  this 

“Our  focus  is  on  time  of  crisis. 


receiving  and  giving,” 

Bishop  Solomon  said,  noting  that 
before  you  can  give  anything  away, 
you  must  first  receive  it.  “Think  about 
receiving  Jesus  Christ  into  our  lives 


six  groups  and  each  was  dispatched  to 
one  of  five  learning  centers  or  to 
lunch.  The  centers  included  disciple- 
ship,  mission,  tradition  of  serving, 


music,  and  wor¬ 
ship.  After  each 
group  visited  all 
the  sessions,  the 
day  concluded 
with  a  gathering 
at  the  Children’s 
Cross  on  the  east 
side  of  the  lake  at 
the  Conference 
Center. 

Bringing 
together  the  ideas 
of  receiving  Jesus 
and  then  giving 
him  away  along 
with  the  mis¬ 
sion’s  concept  of 
a  “connective” 
church,  brightly 

colored  crosses  Youth  identify  some  of  the  137  countries  in  which  The 
were  distributed  United  Methodist  Church  is  active  worldwide.  The  youth 
to  each  of  the  learned  that  a  church  can  be  anywhere  —  a  school,  a  hos- 
confirmands  pital  or  a  war-torn  village.  Whether  it’s  teaching,  bringing 
along  with  an  medical  supplies,  providing  food  or  rebuilding  a  church, 
envelope  and  the  by  working  together  Methodists  can  effect  positive 
chance  to  write  a  changes  around  the  globe, 
message  of  faith 

to  the  youth  in  Littleton.  These  cross¬ 
es,  with  the  hand-written  messages, 
will  be  distributed  by  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Colorado. 

The  nearly  800  in  attendance  gath¬ 
ered  in  near  95  degree  heat  around  the 
cross  at  the  lake  to  join  the  bishop  in 
a  final  prayer  and  blessing  of  the 
crosses. 


Please  see 
page  4  for 
related  stories 


Peace 

at 

heart 


When  i  have  come 
to  the  edge  of  all 
the  light  I  know,  and 
am  about  to  step 
off  into  the  dark¬ 
ness  of  the 
unknown,  FAITH  is 
knowing  that  one  of 
two  things  will  hap¬ 
pen.  Either  I  will 
have  something 
solid  to  stand  on  or  i 
will  be  taught  to  fly! 

h. Hoover 


The  power  of  Jesus 
is  stronger  than  bul¬ 
lets,  bombs  hate 
of  death. Take 
comfort  that 
God  has  ben 
there  and  is  here. . . 
with  you. 

May  God.  Bless  you. 


Abbreviated  Edition 

Due  to  the  effects  of  the  "Chernobyl"  computer  virus  which  disabled 
our  publishing  capabilities,  this  is  an  abbreviated  version  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Review.  However,  it  was  important  to  publish  a  paper 
this  week  so  that  you  would  have  the  important  information  about  the 
Special  Sunday  offering  on  May  9  for  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children's  Home  of  Ruston. 

Watch  for  Annual  Conference  information  in  the  May  1 4  edition  of  LUMR. 


some  positive  memories  about 
family  values. 


o.  ft 
ft 

o 


.*< 

o 

c 


o 

c 


Of 

o 
c 
3 

ere  rt> 

Vi 

»  g 

■S  §■ 

«  S' 

CJ.  C 


=T  o 
c/a  nr 
-  -  p^ 

3  fT 
o  s 

a  ere 
sr  o> 

CD 

3  o 
ore 

|o 
£:  » 
o>  O 

c/a  ^ 
c/a 

O 

o  c 


*i 

3  - 
o  o 
q:  c 

ft  3 

3  <V 

“>  3 

ft- 

O  v; 

a  2 
01  S. 
58.  sr 

?tr 

O  CD 

■I 

c  S 

c/a  c/a 


3 

IS 

ft  p 

3  3 


<  -O  T3 

a  B.  c 

a  S'  cn 
? 


3* 

P 

< 

o> 

3 

O 


3  = 

o  v>  rt> 
P  ft 
on 

on  3 

a> 

ft  Er 
r?  n> 

B.  sr 


£+  3  ST 
3"  P  ft 
ft  a 
En*  p  7a 

>-k  ct>  . 

P  3 

S3  >-»  p 
3y 
p 

o  "  o 

SL  St 
ss  ct 

3 

C/a 

3  So' 


P 


3  3 
3  § 

ft  .3 

3^ 
cr  p 
ft  3 
3  3_ 

sn^" 
3  ore 
o  58. 

g  g* 

E=- 

"<5 

§  3- 

p  ~ 

3  3 

i  CD 


O  Q  J 

O  3  r*- 
C»  S' 

3  ore  ft 

ft 

3  3 
as 

a  <f 
ft  _ 

^3-5- 
«>  ft  CT 
—ore  . 
0  2? 
<  =  o 

ct 


a 

c 

ore 

vs 


fT  a 
P  «•  1/5 
3  O  Q 

ac  a 

a  sr  ft 
sr  ft  3 

ft  V  I 


o  B  O 
c  a  a 

2  « 
►a  -  'i 

S'*  3  “1 1/1 

„d.dd 

eO»P 
c  *< 

C/a  _ 

3>  2  c3 

g  g  3 

2.  3  2* 

^  aa 


a  a  3  p 
2  c  o  3 

a  3  a  3 

i  n  3  3 

P  s»  5 


c/a 


B-.sl 

</a  ►— 

o  o 


o 

3? 
n  2 
3  5’ 

3  a 

C/a 

a  S' 
■§  e. 

q  c/a 

®  i* 

c/a  p 


p 

q-  c/a 

~  & 
3-  p 

p  3 

gtg; 
n  * 
^  CL 

E  p 
3 

3  • 

I? 

e.7 


s  2:cn 

-•n  a2 
2  p  p  o 

ft  3  V<-  r-t- 

j  sr 

o  ft 
°  P  3  3a 

o  “  a 
a3 

§•  g.'S  3 

ft  sr  M  ^ 

?a^3 

><  3  8  ° 

2  o-£S 

5  2.  a  a 

CD 


S3  Q 
o  5? 


rn 


cd 


cd 


o  e 
P-  SS* 


75 


>-  75 


P“  STa  3 
p  3  °  M 
g  o  2.5' 

Cl  h-j  i  i 


^  s 

o  S* 

CD 

*  i-S 

*  C/i 

5  o 


N> 

N) 

O 


to 

oc 

a 


vo 

v© 

•o 


CD  n 
V)  3 

o!  e 
n  ■* 

is5 

a>  c 


to 


£  5 

i  s 

3  a 

75 


P 

o 

o 

3 

CD 

ko 

lo 

00 


« 


> 

CL 

3 


M 

X! 


CD 

P 

75 

CD 

75 


o 

ho 

00 


^  o 

\  J 


m&Oi «  r#; 

^Li  jjg 


APRIL  30,1999 


Spring  Is  A-Bustling 


Springtime  1999  has  brought  a  burst  of  activity  to  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston.  Recently,  our  youth  council 
sponsored  a  St.  Patrick’s  Day  Party  for  youth  and  staff.  The  kids  did 
all  the  decorations  and  provided  the  refreshments.  Both  staff  and 
youth  in  attendance  had  a  great  time. 

As  part  of  our  ongoing  effort  to 
teach  the  importance  of  community 
involvement,  our  youth  council,  with 
the  help  of  the  therapeutic  recreation 
department,  collected  money  for 
Easter  baskets  for  community  kids 
who  have  a  parent  in  one  of 
Louisiana’s  prisons.  The  CAB 
(Changing  Attitudes  and  Behaviors) 
girls  also  made  Easter  baskets  for 
children  at  Head  Start  in  Ruston.  All 
the  baskets  were  filled  with  games, 
toys,  and  delicious  treats.  These  bas¬ 
kets  were  works  of  art. 

Also  on  the  docket  was  our  staff/youth  fund-raiser  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Conference  Africa  Offering  in  June  at  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  On  April  27th,  some  forty  staff  and  youth  worked  at  Pizza  Inn 
in  Ruston  to  raise  money  for  the  needy  children  in  Africa.  This  type 
of  fund-raiser  promotes  a  spirit  of  cooperation  and  teamwork,  a  val¬ 


ue  so  essential  for  our  young  people  to  learn.  The  benefit  of  work¬ 
ing  with  delicious  food  was  lagniappe. 

Outside  volunteers  also  made  a  difference  this  spring.  Four  cou¬ 
ples  from  the  Methodist  Nomad  organization  spent  twelve  days  at 

the  Outdoor  Wilderness  Learning  Cen¬ 
ter  (OWL)  helping  to  improve  hiking 
trails,  constructing  a  new  dock  at  the 
fishing  hole,  and  improving  the  Team 
Challenge  Course.  On  the  final  night  of 
their  visit,  Mr.  DeVille,  our  President 
and  CEO,  prepared  his  famous  gumbo 
for  the  group.  Our  Youth  Alive  choir 
also  attended  and  sang  for  the  Nomads. 

Finally,  there  was  the  annual  Garden 
Party,  sponsored  by  our  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors.  Countless  hours  of  preparation 
went  into  making  this  event  on  April 
22nd  a  success.  Over  600  invitations 
went  out  to  friends  in  the  Ruston,  Mon¬ 
roe  and  Shreveport  areas.  Kim  Noller,  a  singer  from  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  performed  again  this  year.  Our  own  Youth  Alive  choir 
joined  her  for  sets  during  the  evening.  This  year’s  event  was  well 
attended  and  distinguished  itself  by  showing  substantial  growth 
over  previous  years. 


Couples  from  Nomad 


Cake 


Louisiana 

Methodist  Children’s  Home 
Mother’s  Day  Offering 


There  is  no  Substitute  for  a  Good 

MOTHER 


Direct  Contributions 
10% 


Church  Offering 
1% 


Number  of  Youth  Served 
in  our  residential  programs: 

1997  1998 


220 


286 


You  Should  Have 
Been  Here! 

On  March  18th,  several  of  our  youth  planted  9 
crape  myrtle  trees  along  Highway  167,  just  north  of 
our  main  entrance.  This  project  was  planned  by  the 
Development  Department  and  the  Youth  Council  to 
help  beautify  Ruston  and  to  symbolize  our  desire  to 
be  good  neighbors.  The  money  for  the  trees  was  do¬ 
nated  by  last  year’s  Mother’s  Day  offering. 

What  was  most  amazing  about  this  activity  was 
how  quickly  it  was  completed!  Our  boys  needed 
only  marginal  assistance,  many  having  been  taught 
by  their  fathers  or  mothers  about  tree  planting.  More 
beautification  projects  for  the  campus  are  planned. 


Home . Made  Cookies  ♦„„Quiet  Talks 


First  Annual  ROTC 


Home 


Mother’s  Day,  no  other  sin¬ 
gle  day  of  the  year  could  possi¬ 
bly  carry  as  much  symbolism  of 
service  to  children,  youth,  and 
families  than  this  day.  How  ap¬ 
propriate  that  the  annual  local 
church  offering  for  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  is 
on  Mother’s  Day  Sunday! 

Mother’s  Day  reminds  all  of 
us  of  our  precious  family  histo¬ 
ry:  the  hugs,  the  words  of  en¬ 
couragement,  the  gentle  touches 
of  our  mother’s  love  and  the 
many  family  gatherings  that  we 
remember.  For  our  kids  on  cam¬ 
pus,  Mother’s  Day  often  is  a 
painful  reminder  that  all  is  not 
well  with  their  families. 

Many  have  not  seen  their 
mothers  for  some  time.  Several 
of  our  current  youth  have  lost 
their  mothers  to  death.  For  us, 
the  challenge  is  to  honor  our 
youths’  mothers,  regardless  of 
the  circumstances  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  our  young  people  with 
some  positive  memories  about 
family  values. 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
1998  Income  and  Expenses 


Income  1998 


Special  Grants  &  Misc 
5% 


Purchase  of  Services 
62% 


Interest  From  Investments 
22% 


Expenses  1998 


Plant  Operations! 0% 


Administrative  &  Gen 
13% 


Public  Relations  & 
Development 

CO/. 


Field  Day 

ROTC  from  Louisiana  Tech  has  been  helping 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  for 
many  years.  They  have  helped  our  Recreation 
Department  make  many  events  successful.  The 
most  recent  was  an  on-campus  “1st  Annual 
ROTC  Field  Day.”  Many  wonderful  young 
adults  were  here  to  help  with  cooking  food,  or¬ 
ganizing  games  and  presenting  awards.  The 
MCH  youth  enjoyed  hamburgers,  potato  salad, 
beans,  chips,  and  ice  cold  sodas,  all  furnished  by 
the  ROTC  members  themselves.  These  guys  did 
a  great  job,  and  everyone  is  looking  forward  to 
the  “2nd  Annual  ROTC  Field  Day.” 


Mother’s  Day 
at  Louisiana 
Methodist 
Children’s 


fast 


Direct  Care 
72% 


1 
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Being  and  Doing 

Garbage  In  —  Garbage  Out 


A  phrase  well 
known  to  all  who  work 
with  or  have  a  reason¬ 
able  knowledge  of 
computers  is  “garbage 
in  —  garbage  out.” 

Here  is  a  phrase  that 
recognizes  the  undeni¬ 
able  link  between,  the 
information  put  into  a 
computer  and  the  infor¬ 
mation  that  comes  out 
of  it.  Perhaps  the  most 
dramatic  illustration  of 
such  “garbage”  is  the 
proliferation  of  com¬ 
puter  viruses  such  as  “Melissa”  or 
“Chernobyl.” 

It  is  far  too  simplistic  to  make  a  clean 
case  for  the  comparison  of  the  human 
mind  and  will  to  a  computer. 
Nevertheless,  some  implications  can  be 
sustained.  One  of  those  implications,  I 
believe,  relates  to  “garbage  in  —  garbage 
out.” 

No  doubt,  there  is  “garbage”  all 
around  us.  The  failures  of  society  and 
humanity  are  as  old  and  well-document¬ 
ed  as  “Adam  and  Eve.”  The  content  of  the 
media-ethos  that  surrounds  us  contains 
ample  “garbage,”  including  much  of  the 
material  seen  on  the  evening  news. 
However,  ingesting  and  digesting 
“garbage”  is  a  matter  of  considerable 
selectivity  and  choice. 

Martin  Luther,  over  four  hundreds 
years  ago  observed,  “One  cannot  keep 
the  birds  from  flying  over  one’s  head, 
but  one  can  keep  them  from  building 
nests  in  one’s  hair.”  The  element  of 
choice  belongs  to  all  of  us:  adults,  par¬ 
ents,  even  children.  Likewise,  the  culture 
that  both  surrounds  us  and  influences 
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the  way  we  make  choices  is  incredibly 
seductive,  subtle,  sedative  and  often 
sickening.  Any  parent  who  has  been 
worn  down  by  the  persistent  pleading  of 
a  child  to  have  this,  wear  that,  or  go 
here  or  there  —  passionate  pleadings 
which  have  been  honed  by  modern 
advertising  and  peer  pressure,  —  can 
readily  attest  to  the  corruption  of  choic¬ 
es  being  made  by  young  minds. 

In  the  ethos  of  instant  gratification, 
rampant  individualism,  and  materialistic 
applause,  it  is  challenging  to  make  choic¬ 
es  that  are  self-denying  and  life-affirming. 
Parents,  grand-parents,  youth,  and  chil¬ 
dren  urgently  need  to  equip  one  another 
for  such  choices  —  an  urgency  based  on 
the  love  of  life,  not  its  destruction;  the 
blessing  of  a  civil  society,  not  anarchy; 
jhe  hope  of  a  meaningful  future,  not 
nihilistic  emptiness. 

In  the  events  of  Littleton,  Colo.,  and 
daily  life  in  home  after  home  where  life  is . 
denigrated,  love  corrupted,  values  ig¬ 
nored  and  beauty  and  goodness  sneered 
at,  make  it  imperative  that  church  and 
home  combine  to  fill  hearts  and  minds 
with  “good  news;”  nourishing  thoughts 
and  actions,  and  positive  and  hopeful 
convictions. 

I  cannot  help  but  think  that  for  the  two 
suspects  in  the  Littleton  tragedy,  and  for 
countless  other  dispensers  of  disaster, 
whatever  their  age,  that  if  they  had  cho¬ 
sen  Jesus  Christ  to  fill  their  hearts  and 
minds,  if  their  home  and  friendship  net¬ 
work  had  been  saturated  with  a  deep 
sense  of  God’s  wonderful  love  and  care, 
then  whatever  “garbage”  was  around 
them  or  even  inside  of  them  could  have 
had  its  destructive  power  broken.  The 
Eastertide  witness  makes  a  forthright  dec¬ 
laration  that  good  can  overcome  evil  and 
that  God’s  power  can  defeat  treachery 
and  destruction. 

Lest  we  get  fixated  on  these  two  sus¬ 
pects,  I  have  to  look  at  my  own  life  to 
ask,  “Has  Jesus  Christ  so  saturated  my 
head,  my  heart,  my  speech,  and  my 
actions  that  what  comes  out  of  my  life 
does  not  harm,  but  helps;  does  not  yield 
to  put-downs  but  rather  lift-ups;  does  not 
lessen  life,  but  rather,  in  Jesus’  name, 
blesses  life?  “Garbage  in  —  Garbage  Out” 
is  a  choice  that  relates  to  more  than  com¬ 
puters. 


Students  at  school  near  Columbine 
seek  to  turn  helplessness  into  hope 


By  Joshua  Lewis* 

LITTLETON,  -Colo.  (UMNS)  —  As  the 
tragedy  at  Columbine  High  School 
unfolded  last  week,  students  at  neighbor¬ 
ing  Chatfield  Senior  High  watched  the 
mayhem  on  television. 

“We  felt 
helpless.  We  all 
have  friends 
that  go  to 
Columbine  and 
we  all  know 
people  there, 
and  we  could¬ 
n’t  dp  anything 
to  stop  it,”  said' 

Brad  Laurvick, 
a  junior  and  a 
member  of  St. 

Luke’s  United 
Methodist 
Church  in 
Highlands 
Ranch. 

But  he  and  a 
group  of  stu¬ 
dents  at  his 
school  were 
determined  not  to  allow  helplessness 
become  hopelessness.  They  formed 
H.O.P.E.S  (Helping  Other  People  End 
Separation).  The  group’s  main  project  has 
been  making  ribbons  for  people  to  wear 
in  commemoration  of  the  disastrous  day. 
While  many  others  have  fashioned  rib¬ 
bons  from  blue  and  silver  —  Columbine’s 
colors  —  the  H.O.P.E.S.  ribbons  have  a 
special  twist:  they  also  include  Chatfield’s 
colors,  burgundy  and  silver. 

The  blue  and  burgundy  ribbons  are 
formed  into  the  shape  of  a  heart  and  are 
bound  by  what  the  schools  have  in 
common:  the  silver  ribbon. 

The  gesture  is  one  of  unity,  particu¬ 
larly  because  of  the  two  schools’  historic 
rivalry.  And  the  ribbons,  which  the 
group  began  making  two  days  after  the 
shootings,  have  a  special  resonance  now 
that  Chatfield  will  share  its  school  with 
Columbine  students  in  a  split-session  for 


the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  Chatfield  students  made  the  rib¬ 
bons  “in  the  hopes  that  they 
(Columbine  students)  realize  that  they 
are  forever  in  our  hearts  and  in  our 
prayers,”  Laurvick  said. 


The  group  will  make  a  ribbon  for 
each  of  the  2,050  students  at 
Columbine,  Laurvick  said.  And  they  will 
continue  to  make  them  for  any  student 
at  Chatfield  who  wants  them.  They 
expect  to  make  4,000  ribbons  before 
they  are  through. 

Many  of  the  ribbons  have  already  been 
given  to  students  and  others.  H.O.P.E.S. 
members  also  passed  them  out  for 
Chatfield’s  prom  Saturday  night.  Some 
students  worked  them  into  the  design  of 
their  corsages  and  boutonnieres.' 

The  group  is  also  collecting  school 
supplies  for  Columbine  students,  as  well 
as  books  for  a  new  library  at 
Columbine. 

“We’re  doing  something.  It’s  not  a  lot, 
but  it’s  something,”  Laurvick  said. 

*Lewis  is  a  freelance  writer  and  com¬ 
munication  consultant  based  in  Baton 
Rouge,  La. 


Students  from  Chatfield  High  in  Littleton,  Co.,  make  ribbons 
to  show  their  support  for  Columbine  students. 


“I’m  thinking  of 
kids  writing  in 
their  annuals,  and 
they  have  to  write 
on  caskets,”  said 
Dareld  Hoffman,  a 
member  of  St. 
Luke’s  UMC  in 
Highlands  Ranch, 
Colo.  Mourners 
penned  their 
farewells  on 
Lauren 

Townsend’s  coffin 
during  visitation 
before  the  funeral 
service  for  the  18 
year-old.  She  was  one  of  13  people  slain  in  the  recent  shootings  at 
Columbine  High  School  in  Littleton,  Colo.  Townsend’s  father  and  stepmother 
are  members  of  St.  Luke’s. 


Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 
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Miracle  Night  Offering  service  will  feature  African  quartet,  children.  Hanger 


Monday  evening,  June  7,  Annual 
Conference  attendees  will  be  inspired  by 
the  music  of  the  Zambian  Vocal  Quartet. 

The  a  cappella  group,  will  perform  for 
the  Miracle  Night  Offering  worship 
service  when  churches  across  Louisiana 
bring  to  the  Gold  Dome  their  portion  of 
the  $200,000,  our  portion  of  The 
Bishops’  Appeal:  Hope  for  the  Children 
of  Africa.  _ 

The  Zambian  Quartet’s  unique 
harmonies  come  from  a  combination  of 
sounds  from  African  spirituals,  traditional 
hymns  and  upbeat  music  focused  on  a 
worshipful  foundation  that  remains  the 
same  throughout  their  songs. 

The  four  members  are  from  the  small 
village  of  Kalingalinga  outside  Lusaka, 
the  capital  of  Zambia,  which  is  located  in 
south  central  Africa.  They  currently 
attend  school  at  Navarro  College  in 
Corsicana,  Texas. 

The  Conference  Children’s  Choir, 
made  up  of  children  from  churches 
throughout  the  state,  will  also  perform 


during  this  special  Monday  night 
“Prophetic  Witness”  service.  That  choir 
will  be  directed  by  Stacy  Hood  of  Grace 
Community  UMC  in  Shreveport. 

Hanger  to  perform  special  music 

Howard  Hanger,  a  well-known 
pianist,  author  and  song-writer  who 


recently  led  the  music  for  the 
conference’s  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership,  will  be  performing  special 
music  for  this  “miracle”  service. 

Hanger,  who  will  be  the  music  leader 
for  all  other  Annual  Conference  sessions 
as  well,  is  founder  and  minister  of  the 
Ritual  of  the  JUBILEE! 
Community  in  Asheville, 
NC.  He  will  be 

accompanied  by  Earl 
Hefley  on  percussion  and 
wind  instruments.  The  two 
have  a  new  CD  called  “Be 
Still  My  Soul.” 

Funds  collected  at  the 


Miracle  Night 
Offering  will 
help  rebuild 
churches, 
hospitals  and 
lives  in  Africa 
which  have 
been  destroyed 
by  years  of  war, 
anarchy,  Howard  Hanger 
genocide  and  poverty. 

Since  last  annual  conference,  churches 
have  been  finding  ingenious  ways  for 
collecting  $5  for  each  average  worship 
attendance  in  order  to  reach  the 
$200,000  goal. 


ZA/viiAtv  VOCAL  OdAnn 


Did  you  know?  Annual  Conference  info  is  on  the  web. 

Did  you  know  you  can  get  Annual  Conference  information  online  at 
the  conference  website  at  <http://www.gbgm-umc.org/louisiana- 
conference/>? 

It’s  there  with  other  Louisiana  Conference  information  (and  the  LUM 
Review)  and  and  you  can  print  it  if  you  need  a  copy. 

Please  see  page  4  for  more  Annual  Conference  information. 


How  to  help  tornado,  war  victims 

Everyday  brings  news  of  strife  all  over  the  world.  The  following 
information  can  assist  you  in  reaching  out  to  those  hardest  hit  by 
misfortune: 

TORNADO  RESPONSE  INFORMATION 

The  Advance  Number  is: 

Spring  Storms  ‘99  -  901415-4  (For  storms  March  1-  May  31) 

This  number  is  for  all  states  effected,  but  donations  can  be 
designated  for  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  etc. 

There  is  no  need  for  water,  clothing  or  food  in  Oklahoma.  Although 
there  is  no  specific  call  for  materials  as  yet,  there  will  probably  be  a  call 
for  building  materials  in  the  near  future. 

KOSOVO  RESPONSE 

Health  Kits  as  prescribed  by  UMCOR  include: 

1  hand  towel,  1  washcloth,  1  comb,  1  nail  file,  1  bar  of  soap,  1 
toothbrush,  1  tube  of  toothpaste,  6  adhesive  bandages  (Band-aids). 

Place  the  items  in  the  towel  and  tie  with  a  string  or  yarn.  Please 
include  all  items  listed  and  refrain  from  adding  items  not  on  the  list.  Send  or 
deliver  items  to  the  UMCOR  Depot  in  Baldwin. 

There  are  no  official  calls  for  volunteers,  but  one  will  be  made  soon 
for  medical  persons.  Interested  persons  should  call  the  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  office  at  (888)  239-5286  or  (225)  346-1646. 


Robertson  to  take  lead  at  Conference  Center 


On  June  16,  Tom  Robertson 
will  become  executive  director  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Center 
in  Woodworth. 

Robertson  comes  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  from  the 
Bishop  Stoney  Camp  and 
Conference  Center  of  the 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  the  Rio 
Grande  located  in  Santa  Fe,  New 
Mexico,  where  he  has  served  as 
executive  director  since  1994. 

A  native  of  southern  Indiana, 

Tom  holds  an  undergraduate 
degree  from  the  University  of 
Louisville  and  a  Master’s  of 
Science  from  Eastern  Kentucky 
University. 

In  addition  to  his  eight  years  in 
camp  and  conference  center  administration, 
Robertson  has  six  years  experience  in  the 
insurance  industry  and  eleven  years  in  teaching 


and  coaching  in  public  and 
private  schools.  He  describes 
his  strengths  as  extensions  of 
his  Christian  faith— working 
with  people,  building 
community  and  promoting 
personal  and  spiritual  growth 
and  renewal  through 
hospitality. 

Robertson  and  his  wife, 
Cheryle,  a  native  of  Georgia, 
say  that  their  enthusiasm  for 
the  Conference  Center 
opportunity  is  matched  only 
by  their  delight  to  be 
returning  to  the  South 
(“humidity  and  all!”).  Tom  is 
the  father  of  two  children, 
Bertee,  age  14,  and  Gray,  age 
11,  who  reside  in  Georgia. 

Welcome  Tom  and  Cheryle! 


Tom  Robertson 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
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Being  and  Doing 

A  Foretaste  of 
Miracle  Night 


Recently,  Joy  and  I  worshiped  with  the 
Memorial,  Bastrop  and  Mer  Rouge 
congregations  in  a  combined  Sunday 
morning  service.  It  was  not  only  an 
inspiring  worship  experience  for  us,  it 
also  gave  us  the  opportunity  to  participate 
in  a  special  offering  to  be  presented  at  the 
Annual  Conference  Miracle  Night  Offering 
for  the  Children  of  Africa. 

The  combined  average  worship 
attendance  for  the  two  congregations  is 
105.  At  $5  per  average  worship 
attendance,  their  goal  was  $525.  The 


by 

the 


the 


two 


Jk .  _ 

^.children of 

Africa 


offering  received 
congregations  for 
Children  of  Africa  was 
$575  and  it  is  still  growing! 

What  an  inspiring  witness! 

However,  our 

inspiration  was  really  the 
result  of  the  entire 
worship  experience.  A 
dozen  or  so  children 
presented  a  wonderful 
“bell  choir”  witness. 

Several  youth  presented  a 
skit  that  was  as  effective  a 
witness  as  I’ve  seen  for  a  congregation’s 
mission  beyond  its  walls.  The  focus  of 
the  skit  was  “life  in  and  beyond”  the  salt 
shaker.  (Matt.  5:13)  At  its  conclusion,  the 
children  and  youth  presented  a  $50  tube 
of  quarters  to  purchase  an  animal  for 
Heifer  Project. 

The  combined  choirs  blessed  us  with 
an  effective  music  ministry  and  the  spirit 
of  concern,  encouragement,  and  joy 
among  the  congregations  was  evident 
and  uplifting.  It  was  a  day  of  great 
blessings! 

Word  has  reached  me  as  to  the  ways 
many  congregations  across  Louisiana  are 
gathering  their  $5  per  average  worship 
attendance  gift  for  the  “Children  of  Africa” 
Miracle  Night  $200,000  Offering.  It  is  truly 
inspiring  to  hear  the  stories  of  “little 
miracles”  that  are  being  joined  together  in 


behalf  of  this  great  miracle  night  offering. 

In  some  of  our  churches,  children  are 
experiencing  the  blessing  of  sharing  their 
"allowance”  or  their  “chores-money”  with 
other  children.  Some  children's  classes 
have  a  special  offering  moment  each 
Sunday  to  receive  the  weekly  gift — and  a 
special  offering  basket  for  the  Children  of 
Africa. 

Many  of  our  youth  are  contributing 
their  tithe  money;  others  are  foregoing 
one  soft  drink  a  week  for  ten  weeks,  or 
some  other  contribution  that  totals  $5. 

Not  only  are  we  gathering  much 
needed  funds  to  rebuild 
orphanages  and  Sunday 
School  facilities  and  to 
equip  servant  leaders  for 
ministry  with  children  in 
Africa,  we  are  also  learning 
in  our  own  congregations 
important  information 
about  United  Methodism’s 
mission  in  Africa. 

Across  Methodism,  the 
bishops  of  our  church  are 
leading  a  $12  million 
initiative  to  address  the  crisis  on  the 
continent  of  Africa.  Children  are  the 
innocent,  suffering  victims  of  land  mines, 
hunger,  violence,  and  dislocation.  We 
who  have  so  much,  and  whose  children 
are  so  blessed  to  grow  up  in  our  churches 
and  our  communities  will  surely 
undertake  eagerly  and  with  thankful 
hearts  this  $5.00  per  average  worship 
attendance  offering  for  the  Children  of 
Africa. 

What  a  great  joy  it  will  be  to  join 
together  on  the  opening  night  of  Annual 
Conference  in  a  $200,000  Miracle  Night 
Offering  for  the  Children  of  Africa. 


Dan  E.  Solomon 


Council  directors  meet  in 
La.— 

The  Louisiana  Conference 
hosted  a  meeting  of  South 
Central  Jurisdiction 
conference  council  directors 
April  5  in  New  Orleans. 
Minerva  Carcano,  seated 
left,  gave  a  report  on  The 
UMC  Connectional  Process 
Team’s  progress  towards 
restructuring  the  church. 


Wanted:  Congregational  faith  stories 


by  Tim  Hebert 

Director,  Louisiana  Conference  Historical 
Register  Project 

The  congregation  was  in  turmoil.  A 
major  decision  had  to  be  made,  and  the 
two  sides  of  the  discussion  were  at  odds. 
Just  when  it  seemed  that  nothing  could 
be  done,  Audrey  said,  “let’s  hold  hands 
and  pray  about  it.” 

The  congregation  lifted  up  their  voices 
in  prayer  and  the  decision  was  made 
within  minutes.  Years  later,  the 
congregation  knows  that  God  had  a  hand 
ini  guiding  them  to  the  right  choice. 

Many  churches  around  the  Louisiana 
Conference  have  faith  stories  such  as  this 
of  how  God  has  been  a  part  of  their 
history.  We  are  compiling  histories  of 
every  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana  (see  “historical  registry”  article 
in  the  April  16  issue  of  the  LTJM  Review ), 
but  a  church’s  history  is  more  than  dates, 
names  and  places. 


The  most  important  part  of  your  past 
is  not  in  buildings  or  pledge  drives;  it  is 
in  the  stories  of  how  God  has  made  a 
difference  in  the  life  of  your 
congregation.  He  gives  us  strength,  hope, 
comfort,  encouragement  and  love  that 
weaves  our  churches  together  in  a 
spiritual  quilt  of  faith. 

Wouldn't  it  be  great  to  share  your  faith 
stories  with  the  entire  conference?  Now 
you  can.  Send  your  stories  of  how  God 
has  made  a  difference  in  your 
congregation  to: 

Faith  Stories 

c/o  The  Historical  Register  Project 
314  Richard  Drive 
Houma,  LA  70364. 

E-mail:  <hebert@cheerful.com> 

Also,  there  will  be  a  collection  box  at 
Annual  Conference,  so  pastors  or 
delegates  can  turn  in  your  church’s  faith 
story  at  that  time. 


Milliron  leads  depression  seminars  in  Russia 


Rev.  Doug  Milliron,  pastor  of  the 
Downsville-Bethel-Mount  Nebo  United 
Methodist  Churches,  recently  journeyed 
to  the  Ural-Siberian  District  in  Russia  to 
lead  a  series  of  seminars  on  “Depression, 
Alcohol  and  Substance  Abuse"  at  several 
churches  there. 

Rev.  Milliron  participated  in  a  variety 
of  ministry  settings  March  15-26  in  which 
43  persons  responded  to  follow  Christ. 
Each  city  and 
church  had  different 
needs: 

First  UMC, 

Ekaterinburg, 
focused  on  “The 
Hope  of  Recovery 
from  Depression”  to 
reach  their  church 
families  who  live  in 
an  economically 
overwhelmed 
society.  Many  heads 
of  households  in 
Ekaterinburg-a  city 
of  2.4  million— have 
not  received  a 
paycheck  in  as  many  as  1 1  months  as  the 
Russian  rouble  continues  to  devalue  and 
inflation  soars.  More  than  200  persons 
attended  Sunday  worship  services  where 
Milliron  preached  and  assisted  in  serving 
Holy  Communion.  He  also  preached  at 
two  “house  churches”  and  taught  a  Bible 
study  at  a  men’s  prison. 

Pervouralsk  UMC  is  a  new 
congregation  developing  compassion 
ministries  in  two  hospitals  in  a  city  of 
200,000  persons.  Rev.  Milliron  was 
invited  to  speak  at  both  facilities  on 
alcoholism,  its  effects  on  families  and  the 
12-step  recovery  process.  Rev.  Yelena 
Chudinova,  pastor,  said  her  connection 
to  these  ministries  was  deepened  and 


furthered  as  a  result. 

Jesus  the  Savior  Church  in  Pushma  is 
served  by  1998  Centenary  College 
graduate,  Rev.  Boris  Dyakonov.  Three 
days  of  ministry  in  this  suburb  of  70,000 
northeast  of  Ekaterinburg  included:  1) 
ministries  to  a  hospital,  2)  a  celebration  at 
the  congregation’s  primary  worship 
service  at  the  Children’s  Center  and  3)  an 
evangelistic  outreach  at  a  rented  local 


cinema  house  where  a  public  seminar  on 
depression  was  well  attended.  This 
event  allowed  Rev.  Dyakonov  and  his 
new  congregation  to  reach  an  untapped 
segment  of  their  community  with  the 
gospel  using  a  creative  format  which 
suited  their  needs. 

This  journey  was  Rev.  Milliron’s  fourth 
mission  visit  to  the  area.  It  was  funded 
by  the  hard  work  and  persistent  vision  of 
the  Downsville  UMC  Missions  Workarea. 
It  is  part  of  the  outreach  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference’s  Russia  Initiative 
Task  Force  and  came  about  at  the 
invitation  of  the  Russian  pastors. 

Chudinova  and  Dyakonov  served  as 
primary  translators. 


Rev.  Doug  Milliron  enjoys  “play”  therapy  with  residents  at 
the  Ekaterinburg  Orphanage  for  Mentally  Handicapped 
Children  which  cares  for  387  children. 
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Nash  receives  LCMF's  May  award 
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Bob  Nash,  a 
member  of  First 
UMC,  Pineville, 
has  been 

awarded  the 
Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic 
Foundation’s 
(LCMF)  W.  L. 

“Bill”  May 
Businessman 
Award.  LMCF  is 
a  Louisiana 
Conference-  Bob  Nash 

related 
educational  foundation 

organized  in  1942  for  the  stated 
purpose  of  “providing, 
protecting  and  promoting”  a 
moral  climate  for  the  state  of 
Louisiana. 

The  award  is  named  after 
the  late  W.  L.  May,  a  founder 
and  past  president  of  LMCF. 

May,  who  ran  a  successful 
Baton  Rouge  insurance  agency, 
was  highly  regarded  for 
translating  his  religious 
convictions  into  the  everyday 
operations  of  his  business. 


Nash  retired  in  1997 
from  the  Smithkline 
Beecham  Labs,  having 
been  employed  there 
since  1964.  In  1987, 
1989  and  1996  he 
received  the  highest 
national  award  given  by 
the  company. 

He  was  also  a  school 
teacher  in  Arkansas  and 
obtained  the  rank  of 
Captain  in  the  U.S. 
Army  Reserve  and 
National  Guard. 

Nash  remains  an  active  lay  leader  of 
First  UMC  where  he  has  been  named 
“Teacher  of  the  Year”  and  served  as 
chairman  of  the  board. 

LMCF’s  Board  of  Trustees,  in  choosing 
Nash,  indicated  that  he  is  a  “role  model” 
for  impacting  the  moral  climate  in  his 
community  and  state.  LMCF  is  proud  to 
have  him  as  a  continuing  member  of  the 
LMCF’s  State  Advisory  Council,  said  Ken 
Ward,  LMCF  executive  director. 

For  more  information  about  LMCF’s 
Awards  Program,  please  write  to  LMCF, 
P.  O.  Box  2951,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821. 


Foundation  holds  annual 
meeting — 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  held  its  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  April  8  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Lovett  Weems,  president  of  St.  Paul’s 
Theological  Seminary  in  Minnesota, 
spoke  at  the  event.  He  is  author  of  many 
books,  including  Church  Leadership. 
“Our  top  funding  priority  is  leadership 
development.  We  feel  that  that’s  the  most 
crucial  need  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  future,”  said  Ray 
Caraway,  Foundation  president. 

Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


La.  Conference  Lay  Speaking  Ministries 
involves  more  than  words 


By  Tim  Hebert 

Louisiana  Conference  Director  of  Lay 
Speaking 

The  concept  of  lay  speaking  had  its 
birth  in  the  early  days  of  Methodism. 
The  circuit  riders  were  not  able  to  be  at 
every  church  for  every  service.  So  lay 
speakers,  then  called  exhorters,  were 
called  upon  to  fill  the 
pulpit.  Since  the  early 
1800s,  laity  have  faithfully 
stepped  in  to  assist  with 
pulpit  supply  in 
Louisiana. 

At  the  1992  General 
Conference,  the  role  of 
lay  speakers  was  greatly 
enhanced.  Lay  Speaking 
Ministries — as  it  is  now 
called — covers  communication  and 
worship  for  church  and  community 
ministries.  The  impact  of  lay  speakers 
can  reach  into  many  areas  of  ministry. 

Don’t  let  a  fear  of  speaking  from  the 
pulpit  keep  you  from  being  a  lay 
speaker.  Louisiana  has  hundreds  of  lay 
speakers  who  serve  through  prayer, 
caring,  stewardship,  leadership, 
communications  and  other  ministries. 
Lay  speaking  involves  not  only  reaching 
out  with  words,  but  also  with  our  hands, 
our  prayers  and  our  hearts. 


The  first  step  is  the  completion  of  the 
Basic  Course  to  become  a  local  lay 

speaker.  If  you  desire  to  continue  to 
develop  your  ministry,  you  may  want  to 
become  a  certified  lay  speaker.  This 

requires  the  completion  of  an  advanced 
course,  such  as  prayer,  evangelism, 
worship,  heritage  or  caring.  All  lay 
speakers  are  asked  to 
submit  an  annual  report 
to  their  charge  conference 
on  their  ministry  efforts. 

If  you  feel  called  to 
learn  more  about  how 

you  can  be  a  better 

disciple,  please  pray 
about  becoming  a  part  of 
the  Lay  Speaking 
Ministries. 

Please  remember  that  lay  speakers  are  a 
vital  resource  in  our  churches.  They  are 
volunteering  to  be  your  partners  in  ministry. 
Utilize  them  in  the  ministries  of  your  church. 

For  more  information,  contact  your 
church’s  lay  leader  or  pastor.  Detailed 
information  on  lay  speaking  as  well  as 
course  dates  in  your  area  is  available 
from  your  district  lay  speaking  leader 
(listed  below).  You  can  also  find  more 
information  on  lay  speaking  at  the 
conference  website  at  <http://www.gbgm- 
umc.org/louisiana-conference/laysp.htm>. 


An  God's  People  in 
All  Places, 

And  in 

All  Times,  _ 
Are  Galled  to  Love 
And  to  Serve. 
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District  lay  speaking  leaders 

Acadiana 

New  Orleans 

Gwen  Streams  and  Rosetta  Dabney 

Connie  Breaux-Diallo  and 

Alexandria 

Celina  Johnson 

Richard  Bushnell 

North  Shore 

Baton  Rouge 

Rick  Lightfoot 

Florence  McGehee 

Ruston 

Lake  Charles 

David  Bazer 

Susan  Moore 

Shreveport 

Monroe 

David  Hollis 

Lueberda  Myers 

Correction 

In  the  “Connected 
through  ‘A  portion  ment 
for  others:  Grants  aid 
outreach  to  at  risk 
children’  in  the  April  16 
issue  of  the  LUM  Review, 
we  incorrectly  stated  that 
St.  Landry  UMC  is  located 
in  Lutcher.  St.  Landry  is 
located  in  Gonzales. 

We  applaude  the  great 
work  this  church  is  doing 
and  apologize  for  the 
location  error. 

Thanks. 


Cross  in  tree  gives  Kenner  UMM  volunteers  affirmation  of  efforts 


by  Rev.  Bill  Rowell 
Pastor,  First  UMC,  Kenner 

In  advance  of  Hurricane  Georges’  advance 
on  the  New  Orleans  area  last  fall,  Margaret 
Boudreaux— whose  husband  had  recently 
died— and  her  family  felt  they  just  couldn’t 
evacuate  their  home. 

While  sleeping  in  her  back  bedroom 
during  the  storm,  one  of  her  sons  and  his 
wife  were  frightened  by  a  loud  roaring,  noise. 
On  investigation,  three  generations  of  her 
family  found  high  winds  had  blown  down  a 
32-foot,  four-ton  hackberry  tree. 

Luckily,  only  the  upper  branches  of  the 
tree  actually  hit  the  home,  but  the  trunk  took 
up  a  lot  of  space  in  the  back  yard.  As 
unwelcome  an  intruder  as  it  was,  Margaret 
didn’t  know  how  she  could  have  the  tree 


removed. 

But,  Margaret 
and  her  family 
live  behind  First 
UMC  in  Kenner. 
In  checking  on 
this  longtime 
neighbor,  a 
member  of  our 
United 
Methodist  Men 
discovered  her 
plight  and 

enlisted  the  help 
of  seven  other 
UMM. 

On  January 
16,  the  eight  set 


out  to  cut  up  the 
tree  and  take  it  to 
the  street  so  city 
crews  could  haul  it 
away.  With  the  first 
cut,  a  stillness  fell 
on  the  group  as 
they  received  a 
sign  of  God’s 
affirmation  for 
their  efforts:  a 
cross  in  the  middle 
of  the  tree  trunk 
was  revealed. 

The  cross  (pictured 
left)  cut  across  several 
of  its  thirty-three  rings 
of  life. 
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CONFERENCE 

Program  Calendar 

May 

16  Lake  Charles  District  Pre- 

Conference  Training 
16  Monroe  District  Pre-Conference 

Training 

16  Acadiana  District  Pre-Conference 
Training 

17  Baton  Rouge  District  Pre- 
Conference  Training 

17  Alexandria  District  Pre-Conference 

Training 

17  Ruston  District  Pre-Conference 
Training 

18  New  Orleans  District  Pre- 
Conference  Training 

20  North  Shore  District  Pre- 

Conference  Training 

20  Shreveport  District  Pre-Conference 

Training 

21-30  VIM,  Oruro,  Bolivia 

22  Transition  Seminar  for  Clergy 

Families  Who  Aie  Moving  Conference 
Center 

Louisiana  Conference  Edition 
of  the 

United  Methodist  Review 

Dan  E.  Solomon,  Bishop 

EDITORIAL  TEAM: 

Dr.  Rena  Yocom ,  Area  Director, 

Gospel  Communications 
Bobbie  Armstrong,  Editor 
Joshua  Lewis,  Contributing  Writer 
Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell 
Subscriptions:  $12.50  per  year 
(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and 
information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
1  (888)  239-5286 

(225)346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 

Please  do  not  fax  articles;  send  original  typed 
copy— not  all  caps.  Thanks! 

(NEW)  e-mail:  editor@premier.net 

On  the  Web 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
as  well  as  the  Louisiana  UM  Review  on  the 
Internet  at 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/ 
lou  isiana-conference/ 

DEADLINE  FOR: 

May  28  Issue-May  17 
June  11  Issue-June  1 


Annual  Conference ' 99 


Yocom  to  address  Laity  Breakfast 


Dr.  Anita  Crump,  conference  lay 
leader,  has  announced  that  Dr.  Rena 
Yocom,  area  director  of  Gospel 
Communications  for  Louisiana,  will  be 
the  featured  speaker  at  the  Laity 
Breakfast  slated  for  Tuesday,  June  8  at  7 
a.m.  in  the  South  Dining  Hall  at 
Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 

Prior  to  her  current 
appointment,  Yocom  served 
with  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York. 

While  with  our  Mission  Board, 
she  was  associate  general 
secretary  for  mission 
advocation,  communication  and 
international  church  relationships.  She 
continues  to  serve  as  the  vice  president 
for  the  World  Association  for  Christian 
Communication. 

“Partners  in  Ministry”  will  be  the 

School  supply  kits  collections  underway 


Rena  Yocom 


theme  for  the  breakfast  talk.  Yocom  feels 
that  her  25  years  in  local  church  ministry 
and  her  experience  in  mission  will 
provide  many  stories  and  insights  in  to 
the  mutual  ministry  of  laity  and  clergy  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Tickets  are  $8  and  are 
available  from  district  lay  leaders 
and  associates. 

All  proceeds  go  to  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
scholarship  fund  which  assists  10 
students  attending  conference- 
related  Dillard  University  and 
Centenary  College. 

The  breakfast  is  held  yearly 
during  annual  conference  and 
the  laity  sunrise  devotional  at 


follows 
6:45. 

Plan  now  to  attend  the  Laity  Breakfast 
and  get  a  taste  of  Louisiana  Conference 
tradition. 


United  Methodist  Churches  across  the 
state  are  collecting  school  supplies  for 
children  and  youth  from  pre-school  to 
high  school  which  will  be  brought  to 
Annual  Conference  and  collected 
Tuesday.  (Church  and  district  offices 
have  the  list  of  supplies  needed.) 

The  collection  launches  the 
conference’s  emphasis  on  “Persons  in 
Poverty,”  the  third  in  our  four  year  focus 
on  The  Bishops’  Initiative  on  Children 
and  Poverty. 

Donations  will  be  received  in  three 
ways: 

1)  Supplies  can  be  packaged  into  kits 


with  the  grade  level  marked  on  the 
outside  of  each  package. 

2)  Supplies  can  be  brought  in  bulk  to 
be  packed  into  kits  by  teams  at 
Conference. 

3)  Financial  donations  to  buy  school 
supplies  will  be  accepted.  Please  make 
checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  and  mark  them  “for  school 
supplies.” 

The  kits  will  be  loaded  in  the  Mission 
in  Motion  tractor  trailer  and  taken  to  the 
UMCOR  Depot  in  Baldwin  for 
distribution  to  children  in  the  New 
Orleans  area. 


Takin'  It  To  The  Streets  '99  provides  mission 
opportunity 

You  can  be  a  part  of  meaningful  mission  before  Annual  Conference.  Sign  up  now 
for  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  Takin’  It  To  The  Streets  ‘’99- 

This  weekend-long  event  starts  Friday  night,  June  4,  and  lasts  through  Sunday, 
June  6;  you  can  participate  in  all  or  part  of  the  events. 

Work  opportunites  in  the  Shreveport  area  include: 

The  Family  Violence  Center—  a  shelter  for  abused  women  and  their  children. 
The  MacAdoo  Hotel— a  residence  for  disadvantaged  and  disabled  persons. 
Health  Fair  and  Children’s  Play  Day— (in  cooperation  with  the  Shreveport 
Shalom  Zone)  at  a  Shreveport  urban  housing  development. 

The  Well— a  shelter  and  resource  center  for  homeless  persons. 

Easter  Tornado  Reclamation  Projects-reconstruction  of  churches  and  homes 
in  the  Shreveport/Bossier  City  area. 

Registration  Information 

Fee  per  person:  $25  +  Breakfast/lunch:  $10  per  day 
(Lodging  is  available  at  First  UMC  Shreveport) 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  #6364. 

Mail  to:  For  more  information,  contact: 

Janice  Flannery  Dale  Hensarling 

c/o  Summer  Grove  UMC  (318)  949-0430 

9119  Dean  Road  Email:  Xpistou@aol.com  or 

Shreveport,  LA  71118  Steve  Kelly  (318)  938-5225 


Celebrating  Time 
through  the  Years 


Clergy  Spouses  Luncheon  at 
Annual  Conference 

Wednesday,  June  9 
12  p.m.  Time  for  Gathering 
12:30  Luncheon 
at 

Broadmoor  UMC 
3715  Youree  Drive 
Shreveport,  LA 
Childcare  will  be  provided. 
Spouses  and  guests  must  register 
prior  to  May  25.  No  tickets  will 
be  available  at  the  door.  Please 
make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  and  mark  for 
Clergy  Spouses  Luncheon. 
Cost:  $8  per  person 
Mail  checks  and  registration  to: 
Martha  Moreland 
2227  Cully  Drive 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 
(225)  753-3594 

r  —  — - —  — - —  —  — - —  —  -i 

Registration  for  Clergy  Spouses 
Luncheon 

Name _ 


Amount  Enclosed  $_ 
Name  of  guest/s: 


L.__  —  —  —  _  — 

Dinner  to  honor 
retiring  Potter,  wife 

On  May  28,  United  Methodists  and 
friends  will  gather  at  First  UMC  in 
Shreveport  to  honor  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  Bobby  Potter  and  his 
wife  Joann  as  they  celebrate  his 
upcoming  retirement. 

During  his  45-years  in  ministry,  he  has 
pastored  congregations  throughout 
Louisiana — literally,  from  “corner  to 
corner” — and  is  finishing  a  seven  year 
tenure  leading  the  Shreveport  District. 

The  dinner  celebration  will  be  held  in 
Bain  Hall  at  6:30  pm.  Cost  of  the  dinner 
is  $10  per  person;  reservations  must  be 
made  with  Joyce  at  the  district  office  at 
318-869-4568  by  May  20. 

This  event  is  open  to  all  laity  and 
clergy. 
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From  The  Passing  of  the  Mantle’  Service 


Annual  Conference  ceremony  will  honor  1 7  retiring  clergy 


Nigerian  bishop  first  to  visit  city 


by  Roy  Dike 

University  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge 

Bishop  Done  Peter  Dabale, 
resident  bishop  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Nigeria, 
made  history  when  he  visited 
Baton  Rouge  May  7-10.  It  was 
the  first  time  a  Nigerian  bishop 
ever  visited  Baton  Rouge. 

The  University  UMC  Global 


Missions  Committee,  under  the 
leadership  of  Roy  and  Christie 
Dike,  invited  Bishop  Dabale  to 
visit  Baton  Rouge  to  give  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Church  a  first-hand  look  at  the 
goals  and  needs  of  the  young 
and  rapidly  growing  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Nigeria.  It 
was  also  a  time  to  inform 
members  and  international 


Nigerian  Bishop  Done  Peter  Dabale  (right)  participated  in  a  worship 
service  at  University  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  during  a  recent  visit. 


Fairley 


Lampkin 


Morgan 


Phelps 


mission  aspirants  of  the 
opportunities  that  abound  for 
ministerial  work  and  the 
development  of  mutual 
linkages  between  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and 
Nigeria. 

The  idea  of  Bishop 
Dabale’s  visit  was  initiated  by 
the  Global  Mission  service  area 
of  University  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  in 

collaboration  with 
Rev.  Ken  Irby,  senior 
pastor,  and  Bishop 
Dan  Solomon.  The 
The  effort  was 
supported  by  Dr. 
Alonzo  Campbell, 
pastor,  Roberts  UMC 
in  Denham  Springs. 

Bishop  Dabale 
visited  a  number  of 
United  Methodist 
Churches  here  where 
he  preached  and 
addressed  Sunday 
school  classes.  His 
itinerary  began 

Saturday  morning 
Please  see  Bishop, 
page  8. 
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Bishops  vote  to  continue  initiative  on 
children  and  poverty 


CHATTANOOGA  (UMNS)  -  The 
bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  have  voted  to  continue  their 
Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty  for 
another  four  years,  noting  that  young 
people  bear  the  brunt  of  the  dangers 
that  exist  in  the  world  today. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  was 
unanimous  in  its  vote  May  6, 
following  impassioned  testimony 
from  African  and  U.S.  bishops  about 


the  dangers  facing  children. 

“Children  are  all  we’ve  got  in 
Africa,”  said  Bishop  Nkulu  Ntanda 
Ntambo,  of  the  denomination’s  North 
Katanga  Area  in  the  Congo.  “Children 
are  the  center  of  our  hope.  Children 
are  the  center  of  our  development. 
Children  are  the  center  of  our  ftiture.” 

Yet  they  are  also  at  the  center  of 

Please  see  Initiative,  page  2. 


On  Wednesday,  June  9,  the  business  session 
of  the  1999  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will 
pause  for  a  worship  service  called  “The  Passing 
of  the  Mantle”  to  honor  over  496.25  years  of 
faithful  service  to  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
That’s  the  combined  total  years  of  service  of  the 
17  retiring  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
ministers  being  honored  this  year. 

During  “The  Passing  of  the  Mantle” 
ceremony,  one  retiring  elder  places  a  liturgical 
stole  on  an  incoming  elder  to  symbolically 
represent  the  passing  of  leadership  from  one 
generation  to  the  next.  The  stole,  an 
elaborately  embroidered  silk  cloth,  was  created 
for  this  ceremony  and  is  used  year  after  year  in 


Daniels 


this  sacred  rite  of  passage.  It 
is  symbolic  of  Elijah  passing 
the  mantle  to  Elisha  in  2 
Kings. 

This  year’s  retirees 
(pictured  right)  and  their 
appointments  are:  Rev. 

Thomas  M.  Babington,  in,  Babington 
Jefferson  Regional  Medical 
Center,  Maumelle,  Ark.;  Rev.  William  C. 
Blakely,  Mangum  UMC,  Shreveport;  Rev.  H. 
Warren  Blakeman,  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Monroe; 
Rev.  Percell  Church,  Sr.,  St.  James-Briggs-Mt. 
Zion  UMCs,  New  Iberia;  Rev.  Nathan  Daniels, 
Please  see  Retirees,  page  8. 
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Being  and  Doing 

Are  delegates 
representatives? 


Are  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conference  delegates  considered 
“representatives?”  The  answer  is  both 
“yes”  and  “no.” 

The  forthcoming  Annual  Conference 
election  of  delegates—lay  and  clergy— to 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conference 
2000  prompts  some  reflection. 

Persons  elected  are  to  be  first  and 
foremost  “representative”  of  the  Gospel. 
In  the  deliberations  of  these  two  bodies, 
led  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  delegates  are  to 
represent  in  their  discussion  and  voting 
the  person  and  work  of  Jesus,  the 
witness  of  New  Testament  Christianity 
and  the  contemporary  application  of 
the  “word  made  flesh 
Another  way  to  say 
would  be,  “what 
actions  does  the  ^ 

General  Conference  ^ 
need  to  take  to 
implement  what 
Wesley  called, 

‘works  of  piety  and 
works  of  mercy’?” 

It  is  vial  to  the 
work  of  General  and 
Jurisdictiona 
Conference  that  its 
delegates  be  “steeped  in  the 
Gospel,”  solidly  grounded  in  the 
scriptures  and  in  Christian  theology.  In 
contrast  to  other  electing  bodies,  Annual 
Conference  members  must  discern  the 
gifts  and  qualities  of  potential  delegates, 
and  these  surely  exceed  simply,  “the 
ability  to  get  elected.”  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conference  will  fulfill  its 
mission  far  more  effectively  if  it  is 
composed  of  delegates  whose  substance 
outweighs  their  strategy. 

Delegates  to  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conference  are  to 
represent  the  mission  of  the  church,  and 
in  our  case,  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  God’s  mission  has  been 
bequeathed  to  the  church  as  Christ's 
body.  The  church’s  mission  is  defined, 
not  by  secular  politics,  but  by  a  sacred 
mandate. 

Members  of  the  Annual  Conference 
must  ask,  “who  are  those  persons  who 
understand  and  implement  the  mission 


General 
Conference 
2000  ^ 


^  Church 


of  the  church — to  bring  people  to  Jesus 
Christ,  set  at  liberty  the  oppressed,  stand 
with  and  for  the  poor  and  marginalized, 
feed  the  hungry  and  be  the  face  of  hope 
in  a  world  of  fear  and  distrust?” 

The  “representative”  nature  of  the 

delegates  elected  is  also  related  to  our 
life  together  in  the  Annual  Conference. 
Who  are  those  persons— women,  men, 
persons  of  color— who  are  themselves 
“living  demonstrations”  of  the  missional 
priorities  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference? 

We  cannot  bless  the  General 

Conference  and  Jurisdictional 

Conference  with  the  rich  diversity  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  if 
we  are  not  intentional  to 
send  a  delegation  that 
reflects  Louisiana 
United  Methodism 
at  its  fullest  and 
best. 

In  another 

sense,  however, 
the  .delegates 
elected  are  not 
V-  “representative. 

They  are  not  elected  to 
go  as  “instructed” 

delegates.  If  delegates  go  to 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conference, 
bound  by  instructions  from  their  Annual 
Conference,  or  bound  by  their  own 
biases,  they  defeat  the  purpose  of  a 
deliberative  assembly,  restrict  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  deny  the 
illumination  that  can  come  when  people 
“conference  together.” 

Neither  are  delegates  to  represent 
“regions.”  “God  so  loved  the  world.” 
God’s  mission  is  world  embracing! 
United  Methodists  are  a  people  of  many 
lands  and  languages,  but  we  are  a 
people  who  have  one  Lord,  one  faith, 
one  baptism:  In  Jesus  Christ,  we  are  one 
people  with  one  mission — to  “rem- 
present”  Jesus  Christ  to  the  whole  world 
for  the  wholeness  and  holiness  of  life. 

Dan  E.  Solomon 


Correction 

In  the  May  14  Issue  of  the  LUM  Review  (page  3,  Foundation  holds  annual  meeting) 
we  incorrectly  identified  Lovett  Weems  as  president  of  St.  Paul  s  Theological 
Seminary.  The  correct  name  of  that  institution  is  St.  Paul’s  School  of  Theology.  Also, 
it  is  located  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  not  Minnesota,  as  was  stated  in  the  caption. 

Please  forgive  the  errors. 


Ecumenical  Breakfast  to  feature  CME  bishop 


The  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns  is  hosting  an 
Ecumenical  Breakfast  on  Thursday,  June 
10  during  Annual 
Conference.  The  event  will 
take  place  at  7  a.m.  in 
Bynum  Commons,  South 
Dining  Hall  at  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport. 

We  invite  you  to  join  us 
for  this  event  where 
delegates  to  Annual 
Conference  and  representatives  from 
other  faith  communities  will  gather  to 
share  fellowship  and  a  meal. 

Initiative,  from  front  page. 

suffering  in  Africa,  he  said,  noting  that 
most  of  the  people  killed  in  wars  on  that 
continent  are  children  and  women. 

The  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty 
was  launched  in  1995.  Its  aims  included 
evaluating  everything  the  church  does  in 
light  of  its  impact  on  children  and  the  poor; 
providing  resources  on  the  crisis  facing 
those  two  groups  and  enabling  the  church 
to  respond;  and  proclaiming  the  Gospel 
among  children  and  the  impoverished. 

In  addition  to  continuing  the  emphasis, 
the  council  also  voted  to  hire  a  retired 
bishop  to  staff  the  initiative. 

Atrocities  are  going  on  throughout 
Africa,  Ntambo  said.  Africa  needs 
international  help,  particularly  from 
America,  to  stop  the  wars,  he  said. 

“The  same  situation  in  Colorado  is  the 
same  situation  going  on  24  hours  in 
Africa,”  he  said,  referring  to  the  recent 
massacre  of  students  at  a  Littleton,  Colo., 
high  school. 

Other  bishops  described 
the  widespread  rape  of  young 
girls  and  women,  the 
displacement  of  thousands  of 
people,  and  the  forced 
recruitment  of  children  into 
armies. 

“Africa  is  crying,”  said 
Bishop  Joseph  C.  Humper  of 
the  Sierra  Leone  Area. 

In  addition  to  war,  AIDS  is  having  a 
devastating  effect  on  the  lives  of  African 
children.  Bishop  Christopher  Jokomo  of 
the  Zimbabwe  Area  noted  that  many 
children  are  AIDS  orphans. 

“About  48  percent  of  the  population  in 
Zimbabwe  is  below  age  15,”  Jokomo  said. 
The  parents  are  in  the  25  to  39  age  group, 
which  is  hard  hit  by  the  illness  and  death 
resulting  from  AIDS,  he  said.  Recent 
estimates  place  the  mortality  rate  at  about 
1,000  deaths  a  week  from  AIDS,  he  said. 

“This  has  resulted  in  a  very  difficult 
social  problem,  including  a  situation  where 
you  have  a  household  directed  by  a  child,” 
he  said.  He  cited  one  example  of  a  12-year- 
old  boy  who  is  the  head  of  his  family, 
which  includes  two  other  boys. 

The  problems  that  children  face  are 
made  worse  by  poverty,  he  said. 

“Our  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty 
is  the  right  initiative  at  the  right  time  in  the 
history  of  our  denomination,”  said  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May  of  the  Washington  Area. 

“At  some  point  in  time,  this  council 
must  stand  and  say  ‘enough  is  enough,’ 


Speaker  for  the  morning  will  be 
Bishop  Thomas  L.  Hoyt  from  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

He  will  talk  about  the  recent 
World  Council  of  Churches 
meeting  where  he  served  as 
a  delegate. 

Please  make  reservations 
in  advance.  Tickets  are  $6. 

Make  check  payable  to 
Louisiana  Annual 

Conference  and  mail  to: 
Rev.  John  N.  Williams,  P.O.  Box  34, 
Calhoun,  LA  71225. 


and  we  will  use  our  considerable  resources 
to  care  for  the  children  of  Africa  and  the 
world,”  May  said.  “For  as  Africa  goes,  so 
goes  the  world.” 

A  task  force  guiding  the  bishops’ 
initiative  has  decided  to  designate  $750,000 
for  the  construction  of  homes  for  children 
in  Burundi,  Angola,  Mozambique  and 
Liberia,  said  Bishop  Elias  Galvan  of  the 
Seattle  Area. 

The  next  steps  for  the  initiative  will 
include  developing  a  foundation  paper  on 
community  and  justice,  to  make  sure  the 
effort  is  deeply  grounded  in  the  Bible  and 
theology,  said  Bishop  Kenneth  Carder  of 
the  Nashville  Area  after  the  vote. 

Community  and  justice  are  on  the 
“growing  edge”  of  the  initiative,  he  said. 

Community  includes  all  of  God’s 
children,  he  said.  He  emphasized  the  need 
for  relationships  in  which  the  rich  not  only 
serve  the  poor  but  also  receive  from  them. 

“God  is  the  God  who 
comes  to  us  in  the  least  of 
these,  and  therefore,  we 
cannot  know  and  serve  God 
without  relationships  with 
the  least  of  these,”  he  said. 

Noting  that  the  rich  are 
accustomed  to  giving  to  the 
poor,  Carder  said  that  “what 
we  need  to  learn  is  to 
receive  from  the  poor.”  The 
poor  offer  spirituality,  openness  to  grace 
and  a  sense  of  what  a  priority  is,  he  said. 

Commenting  on  some  of  the  biggest 
problems  facing  children,  Carder  said 
society  has  the  medical  and  agricultural 
technology  to  solve  poverty,  hunger  and 
premature  deaths.  “What  we  lack  is  the 
moral  vision.” 

In  its  interim  report  to  the  council, 
“Community  with  Children  and  the  Poor,” 
the  initiative’s  task  force  spelled  its  vision. 

“We  prayerfully  seek  specific  and 
dramatic  ways  to  bear  witness  to  the 
coming  of  God’s  reign  in  which  human 
division  is  abolished,”  the  report  stated. 
“Concretely,  we  seek  to  be  and  to  build  up 
the  body  of  Christ  as  community  with  and 
among  the  impoverished,  in  which  the 
spiritual  and  material  gifts  of  poor  and  rich 
are  shared  with  one  another.” 

Bishop  Arthur  Kulah  of  the  Liberia  Area 
stressed  the  urgency  of  moving  ahead  as 
he  thanked  the  bishops  for  their  vote. 
“Now  it’s  time  for  action,”  he  declared. 

And  from  the  audience,  someone  said: 
“Amen.” 
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Monday,  June  7 

8:00  a.m. 

1:30  p.m. 

3:00  p.m. 

5:00  p.m. 
“*  7:00  p.m. 

7:30  p.m. 

Tuesday,  June  8 

6:15  a.m. 

7:00  a.m. 

8:00  a.m. 

8:45  a.m. 
8:47  a.m. 

9:30  a.m. 
9:32  a.m. 

10:00  a.m. 

10:40  a.m. 

10:55  a.m. 

11:25  a.m. 
11:35  a.m. 
12:00  p.m. 

12:10  p.m. 
12:15  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 
2:02  p.m. 


2:15  p.m. 

2:25  p.m. 
2:35  p.m. 
2:45  p.m. 


3:15  p.m. 
3:20  p.m. 


4:00  p.m. 
4:20  p.m. 


‘Who  do  you  say  that  /  am?’ 
Agenda  for  Annual  Conference  1 999 


Registration  Opens  (Student 
Union  Building) 

Memorial/  Communion  Service 
Rev.  Wilbur  Davis,  preacher 
Clergy  Session,  Brown  Chapel 
Laity  Session,  Gold  Dome 
Dinner  Break 
Music 

Service  of  Prophetic  Witness 
Dr.  Michael  Rivas,  preacher 

Miracle  Night  Offering 

Sunrise  Devotional  Service, 
Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 
Laity  Breakfast,  South  Dining 
Hall 

Campus  Communion  Services, 

(See  Pre-Conference  Report) 

Opening  Prayer 

Bible  Study:  Dr.  Michael  Rivas, 

Leader 

Constituting  of  Conference 
Lay  Leader’s  Address 
Dr.  Anita  Crump 
Episcopal  Address 
Bishop  Dan  Solomon 
1st  Ballot  for  General 
Conference  Delegation 
Challenge  from  Bishop’s 
Initiative:  Children  and  Poverty 
Witness  #1* 

Committee  on  Rules 
Challenge:  A  Church  for  All 
God’s  Children 

Takin’  It  to  the  Streets-Take  1 
Lunch  Break 
Opening  Prayer 
Report  Ballot  cast  Ballot  #2 
[Future  ballots  will  be  taken  as 
ballot  results  are  available.] 
Challenge:  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leaders 
Witness  #2* 

Challenge:  District  Missioners 
Challenge:  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministries 

Dillard  University 
Centenary  College 
Campus  Ministries 
Witness  #3* 

Challenges:  Conference 
Ministry  Teams 

Hispanic  Ministries 
LA  ConferenceWebSite 
Church  and  Society 
Presentations 
Russia  Initiative 
Shalom  Zones 
Takin’  It  to  the  Streets- 
Take  2 

Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration 
Conference  Treasurer  and 


Please 
continue  to 
pray  for 
the 

Louisiana 
Annual 
Conference . 

Design  by  Mark  St.  Amand- 
Trade  Mark  Graphics 


Tuesday, 


Statistician 

4:10  p.m. 

Takin’  It  to  the  Streets  -  Take  3 

4:25  p  m. 

Uskichitto  Retreat  Center— 30th 

4:15  p.m. 

Witness  #7* 

Anniversary 

4:25  p.m. 

Conference  Board  of  Trustees 

4:30  p.m. 

Witness  # 4 * 

4:40  p.m. 

Dinner  Break 

4:35  p.m. 

Commission  on  Equitable 

7:00  p.m. 

Music 

Compensation 

7:30  p.m. 

Service  of  Ordination  and 

4:50  p.m. 

God’s  Time:  A  New 

Consecration 

Millennium 

There  will  be 

a  reception  honoring  ordinands, 

5:00  p.m. 

Dinner  Break 

retirees,  commissioned  probationers  and  newly  licensed 

7:00  p.m. 

Music 

local  pastors  immediately  following  this  worship  service 

7:30  p.m. 

Service  of  Hope 

in  the  South  Dining  Hall. 

Dr.  Dana  Robert,  preacher 

Thursday,  June  10 

Wednesday,  June  9 

6:45  a.m. 

Sunrise  Devotional  Service, 

6:15  a.m. 

Sunrise  Devotional  Service, 

Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

(No  communion  services) 

8:00  a.m. 

• 

Campus  Communion  Services 

7:00  a.m. 

Ecumenical  Breakfast,  South 

(See  Pre-Conference  Report) 

Dining  Hall 

8:45  a.m. 

Opening  Prayer 

8:30  a.m. 

Opening  Prayer 

8:47  a.m. 

Bible  Study:  Dr.  Dana  Robert, 

8:32  a.m. 

Greetings  from  our 

leader 

ecumenical  partners 

9:30  a.m. 

Committee  on  the  Journal 

8:40  a.m. 

Committee  on  the  Journal 

9:35  a.m. 

Witness  #5* 

8:45  a.m. 

Challenge:  Board  of  Laity 

9:40  a.m. 

Challenge:  District  Missioners 

9:15  a.m. 

Witness:  Youth  in  Mission 

9:50  a.m. 

Challenge:  UM  Foundation  of 

9:25  a.m. 

Conference  Center  Board  of 

Louisiana 

Trustees 

10:10  a.m. 

Connectional  Process  Team 

9:40  a.m. 

Committee  on  Nominations 

Report 

9:55  a.m. 

Challenge:  LA  Institutions 

“Transforming:  A  UMC  for  the 

10:25  a.m. 

Takin’  It  to  the  Streets-Take  4 

21st  Century” 

10:30  a.m. 

Committee  on  Petitions 

10:40  a.m. 

Witness  *6* 

10:50  a.m. 

LA  Moral  and  Civic 

10:45  a.m. 

Board  of  Pensions 

Foundation 

10:55  a.m. 

Worship  Service  for  Retirees 

10:55  a.m. 

Setting  of  Conference  for  2000 

Retirees  address  the  Conference 

11:00  a.m. 

Challenge:  District  Missioners 

12:15  p.m. 

Lunch  Break 

11:10  a.m. 

Witness:  One  Church  at  a 

2:00  p.m. 

Opening  Prayer 

Time 

2:02  p.m. 

Extension  Ministries 

11:15  a.m. 

Stretch  break 

2:12  p.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

11:25  a.m. 

Closing  Worship,  Recognition 

Commissioning  of  Probationers 

of  Delegation 

Licensing  of  Local  Pastors 

12:15  p.m. 

Adjournment 

3:10  p.m. 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute 

rj**# 

3:15  p.m. 

Hands-On  Mission  Project 

12:30  p.m. 

General  and  Jurisdictional 

3:45  p.m. 

Mission  in  Motion 

Conference  Delegates 

4:00  p.m. 

Challenge:  Volunteers  in  Mission 

Room  108 

'Witness:  Annual  Conference  is  full  of  reports  that  show  how  God  has  worked  through  The  United  Methodist  Church.  In  addition,  the  Louisiana  Conference  has  added 
time  for  seven  individuals  to  share  a  personal  witness  to  the  transforming  love  and  grace  of  God. 
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124  Lisa  Lane 
Mandeville,  LA  70448 
(504)  626-0918 

District  Superintendent 

Dr.  Grayson  Watson 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Rev.  Wanda  Cosentino 

Around  line  Gonlerenoe 

Members  of  several  churches  in  the 
district  recently  participated  in  the  first 
session  of  the  Shalom  Communities 
Training  in  Hammond. 

The  United  Methodists  are  members 
of  the  Franklinton  Community  Advance 
Committee,  a  group  of  about  25  citizens 
concerned  with  a  range  of  needs  in  their 
community. 

Those  needs  include  providing 
wholesome  recreational  outlets  for 
youth,  parenting  skills  training  for 
young  parents,  shelters  for  abused 
women  and  children,  and  housing 
repairs  for  senior  citizens.. 

In  attendance  were  Rev.  Terrance 
August,  Lee  Chappell,  Ola  Magee  and 
Melvin  Garrett,  representing  Hayes  and 
Winan  UMCs;  Ray  Varnado,  Sallie 
Knight  and  Dr.  Spiller  Milton, 
representing  Fisher  and  Centenary 
UMCs. 

Shalom  Community  Training  is  a 
national  program  designed  to  train 
people  on  how  to  assess  and  analyze 
the  needs  of  their  community,  how  to 
prioritize  those  needs  and  develop 
strategies  and  goals  for  meeting  them. 


Send  articles,  stories  and  pictures  to: 

District  Communication  Advisor 
North  Shore  District  Office 
1 24  Lisa  Lane 
Mandeville,  LA  70448 
(504)  626-0918 


'Crazy  Dow'  journal  to  be  included  in  centennial  celebration 


First  UMC,  Denham  Springs,  member  Bill  Harrell  displays  the 
journal  of  Circuit  Rider  Lorenzo  Dow,  which  he  purchased 
after  seeing  mention  of  Dow  in  the  Conference  history. 


by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

They  called  him  “Crazy  Dow.” 

So  says  the  published  journal  of  one 
of  United  Methodism’s  first  circuit  riders, 
Lorenzo  Dow. 

People  called  him  that  because  of  his 
unconventional  methods  of  conveying 
the  Gospel  and  because  of  the  way  he 
was  “wrought  with  God,”  says  Bill 
Harrell,  a  member  of  First  UMC,  Denham 
Springs,  who  recently  purchased  the 
journal. 

Harrell  bought  the  book  through  an 
online  auction  service  after  he 
recognized  Dow’s  name  from  a  brief 
mention  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
history. 

United  Methodist  Men  of  First  UMC 
will  reimburse  the  $60  purchase  price 
and  donate  the  volume  to  the  church  as 
a  part  of  its  centennial  celebration  this 
year. 

It  is  clear  from  the  journal  that  Dow’s 
style  was  unorthodox,  Harrell  says. 

He  gave  the  example  of  how  Dow 
would  silence  young  girls  who  were 
disrupting  his  sermons  by  telling  them 
about  visions  he  had  had  of  their  demise. 

There’s  no  mention  in  the  journals 
about  whether  the  “prophecies”  came 


true,  Harrell  says, 
except  that  the 
grave 
pronouncements 
had  the  desired 
effect. 

Bom  in  1777, 

Dow  began 

travelling  as  a 
circuit  rider  at  the 
age  of  18.  But  he 
was  also  unusual 
in  another  respect. 

He  wasn’t  an 
officially  ordained 
circuit  rider, 
although  he  did 
have  a  license  to 
preach  from 
Frances  Asbury, 
the  early  leader  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  the  U.S. 

Despite  this,  Dow  called  himself  a 
Methodist  and  carried  the  Gospel  on 
horseback  until  he  met  death  in  his  late 
thirties — most  circuit  riders  didn’t  live 
very  long  because  of  the  harsh 
conditions  they  endured,  Harrell  says. 

Dow  devoted  his  life  to  carrying  the 
Gospel  to  people  throughout  the 
fledgling  United  States  and  territories 


which  had  yet  to  join  the  Union. 

The  journal  mentions  Dow’s  travels 
through  Louisiana  as  a  circuit  rider, 
though  not  in  great  detail,  Harrell  says. 

Dow  would  have  been  travelling  at  a 
time  when  Louisiana  was  little  more  than 
wilderness. 

Beginning  this  summer,  the  journal 
will  be  on  display  at  First  UMC  as  part  of 
its  centennial  celebration. 


Pine  Grove  UMC  celebrates  1 38th 


by  Wanda  Cosentino 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Pine  Grove  UMC  celebrated  its  138th 
anniversary  March  13  with  a  sanctuary 
packed  with  members  and  visitors  alike. 
Rev.  Phil  Woodland,  retired  district 
superintendent,  brought  the 
message  that  morning  as  he 
spoke  of  “Clay  Pots  and 
Treasures.” 

About  a  year  and  a  half  ago, 

Pine  Grove  began  to  research  the 
age  of  the  church  in  an  effort  to 
establish  that  it  was  at  least  100 
years  old.  Members  discovered 
that  the  church’s  land  was  sold 
by  Thomas  and  Nancy  Bennett  to 
the  trustees  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South  March 
16,  1861. 

During  the  period  from  1861 
to  1893,  the  Mississippi 
Conference  supplied  pastors  for 
an  area  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  which  included  Pine 
Grove.  In  1898,  another  land 
deed  records  a  land  sale 
involving  the  same  acreage,  plus 
a  few  more,  further 
corroborating  the  1861  founding 
date. 

Several  pastors  who  have 
served  the  church  were  present 
to  help  with  the  celebration.  Rev. 

Charles  Cosentino  and  Rev. 

Lonnie  Sibley  attended.  Clyde 
King,  a  past  member  of  the 
congregation,  sang  “To  God  Be 


the  Glory.”  And,  of  course,  dinner  on  the 
grounds  followed  the  service.  What 
would  a  Methodist  gathering  be  without 
good  food  and  fellowship?  A  wonderful 
time  was  had  by  all.  And  all  the  glory 
was  given  to  God. 


From  the  district 
superintendent 

The  work  of  God  in  Christ  is 
accomplished  in  and  through  the 
church.  This  is  the  biblical 
understanding  of  the  church,  which 
should  be  manifest  in  all  our  hearts  and 
in  all  our  congregations.  It  is  something 
I  am  reminded  of  over  and  again  among 
the  wonderful  congregations  of  the 
North  Shore  District  where  the 
“bodiliness”  of  Jesus  Christ  is  seen  in 
ongoing,  faithful  ministries. 

It  is  the  risen  Lord  who  gathers  and 
“organizes”  us  as  a  new  people  who 
themselves  are  to  serve  as  the  dominion 
of  Christ  on  earth.  Thus,  ours  is  an 
awesome,  glorious  ministry!  And  as  a 
Wesleyan  I  deeply  believe  that  the 
connection  and  continuity  between 
Jesus  and  the  apostolic  (missional) 
church  is  unbroken. 

This  is  a  special  time  to  remember 
that  we  are  the  church  of  Easter  and 
Pentecost,  alive  with  the  presence  of 
Christ,  calling  people  to  the  victory  of 
Christ  over  the  destructive  powers  that 
keep  them  divided,  empty  and 
enslaved.  The  congregations  of  the 
North  Shore  District  are  a  concrete 
reminder  (witness)  that  Christ  and  the 
Church  belong  together!  This  is  the 
hope  and  joy  of  the  world,  and  in  this 
truth  we  rediscover  our  mission  and 
service  as  Church. 

Grayson  Watson 


Pine  Grove  UMC  celebrates  its  138th 
anniversary  with  a  characteristically  United 
Methodist  spread. 
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Pastor  provides  community  outreach  through  art 

by  Carol  Stewart 
District  Communication  Advisor 


The  Ruston  District  Laity  Banquet  saw  the 
Fellowship  Hall  of  First  UMC,  Minden,  filled  almost 
to  capacity  recently.  Reggie  Skains,  lay  leader,  and 
Jim  Anderson,  associate  lay  leader,  led  the  evening 
of  fellowship  and  inspiration. 

Tie  highlight  of  the  evening  was  an  inspirational 
witness  by  David  Dodd  of  Shreveport,  a  layman 
from  First  UMC  there.  A  holy  silence  filled  the  room 
as  he  shared  the  miraculous  manner  in  which  he 
survived  a  devastating  auto  accident. 

The  Harmonettes,  a  ladies  musical  group  from 
Homer,  shared  additional  inspirational  moments. 

An  offering  of  more  than  $1,000  was  collected  for 
the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship  Fund. 


Every  week,  Rev.  Billy  Minyard 
encourages  and  inspires  the  students 
who  attend  his  art  classes  at  Bernice 
UMC  to  take  wing. 

Minyard  has  served  as  minister  in 
Bernice  for  two  years.  After  putting 
away  his  easel  and  palate  for  almost  two 
decades,  he  decided  to  take  on  the 
project  of  painting  murals  in  downtown 
Bernice  as  part  of  a  beautification  effort 
in  the  town. 

His  artwork  has  become  a  topic  of 
much  conversation  among  residents  of 
Bernice.  The  murals  depict  a  time  and  a 
way  of  life  that  is  quickly  disappearing. 
Minyard  said  there  was  so  much 
enthusiasm  about  his  painting  that  he 
wanted  to  share  his  talent  with  his 
community. 

In  January  of  this  year  he  began 
teaching  art  classes  in  his  church,  free  of 
charge  and  open  to  anyone  interested. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  one 
night  a  week  would  not  be  enough  to 
accommodate  his  more  than  30 
students,  who  range  in  age  from  9  to  78 
years. 

Minyard  believes  this  is  an  excellent 
outreach  mission  for  his  church  and  his 
community.  He  said  he  will  hold  the 
classes  as  long  as  people  come. 

Classes  meet  every  Monday  and 
Tuesday  night  at  Bernice  UMC. 


Rev.  Billy  Minyard, 
pastor  at  Bernice 
UMC,  stands  with 
one  of  the  murals  he 
painted  on  a 
building  (above). 
After  members  of 
the  community  saw 
his  work  and 
expressed  an 
interest  in  learning 
to  paint,  Minyard 
began  conducting 
classes.  It’s  a  great 
form  of  outreach,  Ik* 
says. 


Members  of  Mt.  Mariah  UMC  and 
First  UMC,  Arcadia,  recently  presented 
“The  Living  Last  Supper.” 
The  cast  included  Paul  Cook,  Jerry  Bond, 
J.  D.  Burnham,  Russell  Davis,  Wayne  Evans, 
Matt  Woodard,  Jerry  Burham,  Clay  Johnson, 
Doug  Davis,  Robert  Bond,  E.  J.  Ratcliff,  Jerry 
Woodard,  Ralph  Johnson,  Christy  Groves, 
Eloise  Saunders  and  Jennifer  Johnson. 
Directors  were  Marcia  Woodard  and  Nancy 
Bond.  Woodard  and  Bond  built  the  set. 
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901  S.  Vienna 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
(318)  255-2690 


District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

Communication  Advisor 

Carol  Stewart 

Around  the  District 

The  Ruston  District  sponsored  an  all¬ 
day  workshop  on  evangelism  April  19  at 
Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston. 

Dr.  Charles  Whittle,  a  former  member 
of  the  Section  of  Evangelism  and 
Discipleship  in  Nashville  and  a  former 
district  superintendent  in  Texas,  led  the 
event. 

Topics  included  Basic  Essentials  for 
Effective  Pastoral  Evangelism,  How  to 
Build  God’s  Dynamic  Church,  How  to 
Extend  an  Invitation  and  The  Use  of  the 
Altar. 

The  Shreveport  and  Monroe  Districts 
also  supported  the  event. 

More  than  50  pastors  and  laity  from 
the  three  districts,  as  well  as  the 
Alexandria  District,  attended. 

Whittle  discussed  the  early  growth  of 
the  Methodist  Church  and  its  reasons  for 
being. 

He  presently  serves  as  the  Executive 
Evangelist  of  the  National  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Evangelists  and  is 
domiciled  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 


Send  us  your  news! 

We  need  your  church  news  and 
pictures!  Please  send  them  to: 

Carol  Stewart 
2013  Highway  794 
Gibsland,  LA  71028 
E-mail:  stew@iamerica.net 
(318)  843-6329 
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2911  Centenary  Boulevard 
P.O.  Box  41188 
Shreveport,  LA  71134 
(318)  869-4568 


Dr.  Bobby  Potter 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 

District  Communication  Advisor 


Biblical  story  used  to 
quintuple  offering 

By  The  Associated  Press 

SHREVEPORT— The  Rev.  Larry 
O’Dell  gave  $1,281  to  his  congregation, 
and  got  it  back  five-fold. 

“And  more  is  coming,”  he  said 
Monday,  after  counting  up  the  $5,610.63 
dropped  into  Easter  collection  plates  at 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  congregation  had  40  days  to 
invest  the  reverse  offering  handed  out 
from  collection  plates  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  Lent. 

O’Dell  was  demonstrating  the  biblical 
parable  of  the  talents:  A  man  going  on  a 
trip  divided  his  money  among  three 
servants. 

When  he  came  back,  two  returned 
double  their  share.  He  rewarded  them. 

The  third  buried  his  money  and 
returned  the  coin.  He  was  “cast  ...  into 
outer  darkness:  There  shall  be  weeping 
and  gnashing  of  teeth.” 

The  seed  money  was  crisp,  new  bills: 
$5  for  adults  and  $2  for  children  under 
12.  It  came  back  as  a  combination  of 
cash  and  checks,  with  a  note  explaining 
how  each  “talent”  had  been  invested. 


Let  us  tell  your  story... 

If  you  have  a  story  to  tell  about  your 
church  or  your  members,  please  contact 
the  Shreveport  District  Communication 
Advisor,  Rev.  Dale  Hensarling,  at  (318) 
949-0430.  You  may  also  contact  the 
Shrevport  District  Office  at  (318)  8699- 
4568.  Please  mail  information  to: 

Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 
4600  Highway  80  East 
Haughton,  LA  71037 


Taking  It  to  the  Streets'  gears  up  for  Conference 


Volunteers  move  food  items  brought  to  Annual  Conference  by 
churches  during  the  1998  “Takin’  It  to  the  Streets”  event. 


by  Dale  Hensarling 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Continuing  a  pre-Annual  Conference 
Volunteers  in  Mission  (VIM)  tradition,  the 
Shreveport  District  will  again  host  an 
exercise  in  ministry  among  all  God’s 
people. 

“Takin’  It  to  the  Streets”  will  engage 
volunteers  from  around  the  state  in 
hands-on  ministry  in  a  variety  of  mission 
settings  in  the  Shreveport-Bossier  area 
June  4-6. 

The  location  and  variety  offered  by 
the  program  will  provide  some  church 
members  with  a  short-term/short- 
distance  opportunity  to  experience  the 
VIM  model  for  the  first  time.  For  veteran 
VIMs,  this  will  afford  the  chance  to  do 
the  same  sort  of  ministry  within  their 
own  Conference  that  they  may  have 
done  around  the  country  or  the  world. 

“Takin  It  to  the  Streets”  is.  also  a  way 
to  give  back--to  say  ‘thank  you’--to  the 
Shreveport  community  for  its  gracious 
welcome  each  year  to  members  of  the 
Conference. 

The  1998  “Takin’  It  to  the  Streets” 
event  brought  people  together  from  a 
broad  geographic  area  and  concentrated 
their  energy  in  a  week  of  work  which 
began  with  a  street  dance  and  rally. 
Work  settings  ranged  from  a  Habitat  for 
Humanity  home  and  a  local  soup  kitchen 
to  the  Providence  House,  a  residence 
and  training  center  for  homeless  families. 

This  year’s  work  schedule  includes  sites 
where  volunteers  may  not  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  work  before.  These  include 


work  with 

disabled  __  and 
disadvantaged 
persons,  the 
homeless  and 
abused  women 
and  their  children. 

There  are  also 
opportunities  for 
volunteers  with 
special  skills. 

Medical  VIMs  are 
being  recruited 
for  work  in  a 
health-related 
setting;  those 
with  some 

construction 
experience  are 
needed  for 

refurbishing  of 
area  shelters  and  natural  disaster  follow¬ 
up  work;  persons  with  recreation  training 
are  needed  to  work  with  a  children’s  play 
day  and  immunization  event. 

“Takin’  It...”  ‘99  will  begin  with  an 
organizational  meeting  and  opening 
worship  Friday,  June  4,  at  7  p.m., 
followed  by  a  breakfast  and  assignment 
meeting  Saturday  morning. 

Teams  will  be  dispatched  to  various 
work  sites  and  will  reconvene  for  dinner 
and  entertainment  with  residents  of  the 
McAdoo  Hotel,  a  home  for  disabled  and 
disadvantaged  persons. 

Teams  will  join  in  worship  with  a 
church  in  the  mission  area  on  Sunday 
morning,  lunch  together  and  disperse  to 


work  sites  in  the  afternoon.  The  event 
will  close  with  a  story-sharing  time  and 
worship  later  in  the  day. 

Pledges  of  local  funding  for  the  event 
have  made  a  registration  fee 
unnecessary.  However,  $10  per  person, 
per  day  is  required  to  cover  the  cost  of 
lunch  and  dinner.  Housing  is  available  at 
no  cost  at  First  UMC,  Shreveport. 

For  more  information,  contact  Rev. 
Dale  Hensarling  at  (318)  949-0430  (E- 
mail:  xpistou@aol.com)  or  Steve  Kelly  at 
(318)  938-5225. 

Mail  registration  information  and  fees 
to:  Janice  Flanner,  c/o  Summer  Grove 
UMC,  9119  Dean  Road,  Shreveport,  LA, 
71118. 


District  Ministry  Team  presents  worship  workshop 


morning  and  afternoon  sessions,  with  the 
morning  workshop  sessions  focusing  on 
practical  issues  of  initiating  and 
programming  varied  styles  of  worship, 
and  the  afternoon  session  addressing  the 
theological  issues  and  their  applications 
of  relevant  worship  with  Dr.  Tex  Sample, 
author  of  The  Spectacle  of  Worship  in  a 


Sharps,  and  Flats,  with  Brian 
Barron  and  Bill  Allen;  Video  in 
Worship,  with  Stacy  Hood; 
Visuals  in  Worship,  with  Nancy 
Beauvais;  and  Drama  in 
Worship,  with  Willis  Dear. 
Other  topics  included  dealing 
with  copyright  regulations, 
worship  on  a  shoestring 
budget,  where  to  begin,  a 
:|  theology  of  blended  worship, 
video  and  visuals  in  worship, 
and  music  in  worship. 

Dr.  Sample,  in  his  afternoon 
session,  called  participants’ 
attention  to  the  importance  of 

„  „  ,  ,  .  ..  ...  _ .  ..  cultural  shifts  in  music  and 

Dr.  Tex  Sample  (center)  gave  presentations  on  adapting  ^  The 

from 

emphasis  on  the  down-beat  to 
emphasis  on  the  up-beat 
began,  he  maintained,  with  the  shift 


On  March  27,  the  Shreveport 
District  Ministry  Team 
presented  a  day-long  workshop 
on  “Contemporary  and 
Blended  Worship”  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport.  The 
workshop,  open  to  clergy, 
musicians,  worship  leaders, 
and  interested  laypersons  was 
attended  by  60  individuals  from 
all  of  these  categories,  and 
more.  Traveling  from  as  far 
away  as  Baton  Rouge  and  from 
religious  traditions  as  diverse 
as  Baptist  and  Ba’hai, 
participants  joined  in  a  well- 

rounded  experience  of  the  1cj1l  — ....... - r „ 

theory  and  dynamics  of  both  worship  styles  to  a  culture  vastly  influenced  by  modem  visua  me  ia, 

contemporary  and  blended  media  He  pictured  with  Rev.  Jayne  Trammell-Kelly  (left)  contemporary 

worship.  ^  Rev.  Bryan  Dauphin.  ™nh“  1 

The  day  was  divided  into 


Wired  World.  Dr.  Sample,  the  Robert  B. 
and  Kathleen  Rogers  Professor  of  Church 
and  Society  at  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Missouri,  is  also  author  of 
White  Soul:  Country  Music,  the  Church, 
and  Working  People. 

Morning  sessions  included: 
Introducing  Blended  Worship,  with  Jerry 
t-filhnn  anrl  Dale  Hensarline:  Nuts.  Bolts. 


initiated  by  Wilson  Pickett’s  song,  “In 
The  Midnight  Hour.”  If  Christians  are 
serious  about  being  a  church  for  all 
God’s  people,  they  must  take  this 
seriously  and  find  ways  to  communicate 
the  Gospel  to  people  who,  literally  and 
figuratively,  move  to  this  “beat.” 
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UMYF.net  creates  safe  place  for  youth 
on  Internet 


By  Michael  Wacht*  (UMNS) 

CLEARWATER,  Fla.— The  Rev.  Phil 
Miller-Evans,  youth  pastor  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  recently  went  into  a 
computer  chat  room  on  the  Internet. 
Within  15  minutes,  he  received  12  e-mail 
messages  advertising  pornographic  Web 
sites  and  three  from  people  claiming  to 
be  America  Online  (AOL)  officials  asking 
for  his  password. 

That  experience  is  one  reason  Miller- 
Evans  is  now  doing  more  than  just 
surfing  the  World  Wide  Web. 

“We  wanted  to  create  a  place  on  the 
‘net  for  United  Methodist  youth  groups 
to  gather,”  he  said,  “a  safe  place  in  the 
Internet.”  That  safe  place,  created  about 
a  year  and  a  half  ago  by  Miller-Evans  and 
two  youth  from  the  Clearwater  church,  is 
called  UMYF.net.  It’s  at  www.UMYF.net 
on  the  Internet. 

The  idea  for  UMYF.net  was  born  out 
of  frustration  at  trying  to  find  other  youth 
groups  on  the  Internet,  said  Jeremy 
Slater,  one  of  the  founders  and  the 
current  volunteer  director  of  operations 
for  the  Web  site.  “Our  group  was  going 
on  a  trip,  and  we  were  looking  for 
churches  to  stay  in.  We  had  trouble 
finding  other  UMYFs  (United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowships)  on  the  ‘net.” 

So  Miller-Evans,  Slater  and  another 
youth,  Jeff  Scarsbrook,  decided  they 
would  host  their  own  Web  site  for  the 
Clearwater  church.  They  did  some 
research  and  found  that  nobody  else  was 
using  the  name  UMYF.net,  “so  we 
snagged  it,”  Slater  said. 

The  Web  site  is  hosted  on  a  computer 
server  that  is  a  combination  of  donated 
and  purchased  computer  equipment  and 
located  in  office  space  donated  by  a 
church  member.  The  staff  is  all 
volunteer,  and  members  of  the  church’s 
youth  group  help  maintain  the  system, 
Miller-Evans  said. 

Soon  after  starting  their  site,  the  team 
came  up  with  the  idea  of  inviting  other 
UMYFs  to  put  their  Web  sites  on  the 
server.  Currently,  more  than  50  youth 


groups  are  on  UMYF.net,  including  two 
in  the  Philippines,  and  another  two  or 
three  groups  are  added  each  day, 
according  to  Slater.  The  newly  upgraded 
server  has  room  for  the  sites  of  more 
than  100,000  youth  groups. 

Four  annual  conferences— North 
Carolina,  Detroit,  Louisiana  and  New 
York— are  using  UMYF.net  as  the  home 
site  for  their  conference  youth  programs. 

In  addition  to  hosting  Web  sites  for 
youth  groups,  the  UMYF.net  server  is 
also  home  to  the  online  site  for  an 
outreach  mission  to  the  Dominican 
Republic  called  InMission.com. 

The  ministry  is  supported  by 
donations  from  churches  that  use  the 
service. 

UMYF.net  has  also  started  offering 
Internet  access  to  Florida  residents  in 
Pinellas  and  Hillsborough  counties, 
Tampa,  New  Port  Richey,  Sarasota, 
Venice,  Naples  and  Lakeland.  Since  it  is 
a  non-profit  group,  it  cannot  charge  fees, 
but  asks  users  to  give  a  donation  equal 
to  what  they  would  pay  other  service 
providers,  Miller-Evans  said. 

The  Clearwater  church  also  budgets 
money  to  support  the  ministry.  “The 
church  is  supporting  the  project  because 
they’ve  seen  what  it  can  do,”  Slater  said. 

Another  benefit  of  the  project  is  the 
publicity  it  has  generated  for  the  church’s 
youth  group.  Its  UMYF  home  page 
receives  60,000  visits  each  month, 
according  to  Miller-Evans.  “I  don’t  know 
any  church  sending  out  60,000  per  month 
in  tracts,  fliers,  or  even  getting  60,000 
people  to  read  a  newspaper  ad,”  he  said. 

Although  the  success  of  UMYF.net  has 
far  exceeded  Miller-Evans’  expectations, 
he  said  he  expects  to  continue  to  reach 
out  through  the  Internet  ministry.  “We’ll 
continue  to  be  a  source  of  information 
and  a  place  of  ministry  in  this  brand-new 
mission  frontier.” 

*Wacht  is  the  assistant  editor  of  the 
Florida  Conference’s  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Review.  This  story  first 
appeared  in  that  publication. 


Clergy  scholarships  available  for  World 
Evangelism  Congress 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship  (BOD),  in  consultation  with 
the  Conference  Ministry  Team,  is  offering 
two  scholarships  from  each  district  for 
the  World  Methodist  Evangelism 
Congress  which  will  be  held  in  Houston 
Nov.  18-21. 

Each  scholarship  is  worth  $100  and 
will  be  awarded  on  a  first-come,  first- 
served  basis.  Any  clergy  under 
appointment  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
is  eligible. 

Requests  for  the  scholarship  should 
be  made  in  writing  to  district 


superintendents. 

Contact  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero,  chair,  BOD,  for 
more  information  at  (318)  463-4491. 

Rev.Jessica 
Moffatt  (right), 
pastor,  First  UMC, 

Bixby,  Okla.,  was 
one  of  the  featured 
speakers  at  the 
Congress  on 
Evangelism  held 
last  January  in 
New  Orleans. 
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A  PORTION  MENT  FOR  OTHERS 

What  a  difference  tfie  MEF  makes! 


I  have  been  asked  to  write  a 
connectional  witness  letter  concerning 
the  Ministerial  Education  Fund  (MEF) 
apportionment  which  goes  to 
the  education  and  training  of 
those  who  become  pastors. 

I  appreciate  the  importance 
of  the  MEF  because  I  have 
had  the  privilege  of  knowing 
and  working  with  five  pastors 
over  my  23  years  as  a  United 
Methodist.  Each  of  those 
pastors  brought  their  special 
gifts  and  talents  and  made  a 
tremendous  impact  on  the 
church.  They  also  made  an 
impact  on  my  life  and  growth  as  a 
Christian. 

While  every  pastor  has  different 
strengths  and  weaknesses,  each  brings 
unique  qualities  that  enable  the  church  to 
thrive  and  flourish  in  God’s  work.  While 
serving  as  the  shepherd  of  the  church, 
the  pastor  plays  an  important  role  in 
leading  and  encouraging  the  church  to 
meet  its  challenges  and  mission. 

It  is  so  important  that  the  pastor  is 
well  educated  and  trained  to  meet  those 
challenges.  Whether  developing  a  vision 
for  our  church,  designing  a 
contemporary  service,  adding  additional 
personnel,  changing  job  descriptions, 
renovating  the  sanctuary,  listening  to 
community  concerns,  or  opening  the 


doors  to  any  and  all  who  desired  to  use 
it,  each  pastor  led  the  way  and  shared 
the  message  of  a  connectional  church. 

From  a  personal 
perspective,  whether  I  met 
the  challenge  of  serving  on  a 
church  committee  that  made 
tough  decisions, 

determining  to  enter  public 
service,  or  losing  a  loved 
one,  each  pastor  led  the  way 
and  shared  the  message 
with  me. ..always  supportive, 
always  constant,  sometimes 
a  word  of  wisdom, 
sometimes  a  suggested 
reading  or  scripture,  or  sometimes  just 
listening  with  a  gende  nod. 

What  a  difference  the  MEF  makes  in 
the  life  of  the  church  with  well-educated 
and  trained  clergy,  and  that’s  why  I 
support  it.  This  fund  is  critical  to  the 
development  of  clergy  and  lay 
leadership  for  our  local  churches  and 
plays  a  key  role  in  developing  leadership 
committed  to  the  connectional  nature  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
mission  in  the  world. 

I  encourage  the  continued  support  of 
the  Ministerial  Education  Fund  and  pray 
for  its  positive  impact  on  Christ’s  church. 

Willie  L.  Mount 
Mayor,  City  of  Lake  Charles 


Mount 


Scholarships  honoring  late  football  player 
awarded  to  Natchitoches  youth 


in 

P. 


In  February,  Asbury  UMC 
Natchitoches  held  its  annual  Huey 
Woodson,  II  Memorial  Scholarship 
Service.  Woodson  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Asbury  UM  Youth  Fellowship.  He 
was  an  all-state  football  player  at 
Natchitoches  Central  High  School. 

Woodson  suffered  a  heat  stroke  on 
the  football  field  and  died  on  Labor  Day 
Weekend  in  1989-  A  memorial 
scholarship  was  established  for  which 
more  than  $4,500  has  been  raised. 

Woodson’s  dream  was 
for  young  people  to 
explore  and  expand  their 
minds.  In  honor  of  his 
memory,  students  are 
selected  each  year  from 
Natchitoches  Parish  high 
schools  to  receive  a  $500 
scholarship  to  attend  a 
qualified  college  or 
university  of  their  choice. 

The  1999  recipients  of 
the  Huey  P.  Woodson 
Memorial  Scholarship  are: 

Eric  Barnum,  Louisiana 
State  University  (LSU); 

Ryan  Roberts  and  Patrice 
Holden,  Northwestern  State 
University  (NSU);  Felicia 


Robinson,  Northeast  Louisiana  University 
(NLU);  Kizzy  Payton,  Southern 
University;  Henry  Rachal  III,  Xavier;  and 
Anna  Moran,  LSU. 

Recipients  of  the  award  in  1998  were 
Carla  Roque,  NLU  and  Crystal  Rachal, 
NSU. 

Denise  Airhart  Waters,  speaker  for  the 
Scholarship  Service,  was  a  close  friend  of 
Woodson.  Waters  is  the  business  officer 
and  materials  management  director  of 
Winn  Parish  Medical  Center  in  Winnfield. 


Attending  the  awards  service  are:  (1-r)  Gladys  S. 
Woodson,  mother  of  the  late  Huey  P.  Woodson,  H; 
Denise  Airhart  Waters,  speaker,  and  Walter  Young 
Sr.,  chairman  of  the  Huey  P.  Woodson,  H  Memorial 
Scholarship  Foundation. 
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Aurora  UMC  collects 
more  than  goal 

When  the  MIM  in  Motion  truck  rolled 
into  the  New  Orleans  District,  Aurora 
UMC  decided  to  collect  10  percent  of 
the  district’s  1000  flood  bucket  goal. 

But  with  the  help  of  church  members 
and  the  community,  they  collected  more 
than  100  flood  buckets  and  had  an  extra 


$250  to  send  to  the  UMCOR  Depot  at 
Sager-Brown  for  disaster  relief  items. 

“This  was  a  modern-day  fishes  and 
loaves  story,”  say  Mikie  Beilis  and  Lisa 
Angelo  (pictured  above  with  some  of 
the  kids  who  helped  them  pack  the 
buckets),  co-chairs  of  the  church’s  work 
area  on  missions. 

“We  (Aurora  UMC)  were  thrilled  to  be 
a  part  of  such  a  worthwhile  mission 
project.” 
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Camping,  anyone?  The  Louisiana  Chapter  #15  of  the  National  Camping 
Methodists  will  be  hosting  a  National  Rally  at  the  Rayne  Civic  Center  in 
Rayne,  La.,  July  14-17. 

Members  from  around  the  country  will  be  coming  to  Rayne  for  food,  fun  and 
fellowship  and  even  a  Mardi  Gras  celebration. 

Recently,  the  Louisiana  chapter  (pictured  above)  met  at  Cotile  Lake  near 
Alexandria  for  their  monthly  cam  pout. 

For  more  information  about  National  Camping  Methodists,  contact  any  of  the 
following  officers:  President-Johnette  Ney,  Lake  Charles(318)  855-2434; 
Wagonmaster -Ray  Hudson,  Sulphur  (318)  625-7243;  Secretary-Betty  Tripp, 
Lafayette  (318)  232-2026. 


Bishop,  from  front  page. 


with  a  breakfast  hosted  by  the  Dikes 
and  attended  by  leaders  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  the  Baton  Rouge 
District,  several  Baton  Rouge  UMC 
pastors,  as  well  as  local  Nigerians  and 
friends.  This  was  followed  by  a  dinner 
reception  in  his  honor  later  in  the 
evening  at  University  UMC.  On  Sunday, 
he  preached  at  both 
morning  services  at 
University  where  he 
also  shared  his 
dreams  for  the 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Nigeria. 

Later  that 

evening,  Bishop 
Dabale  visited 
Roberts  UMC  in  Denham  Springs  where 
he  talked  about  his  dream  for  mission  in 
Nigeria.  Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  who 
attended  with  his  wife  Joy,  raised  the 
offering  for  the  Hope  for  the  Children  of 
Africa  using  the  African-American 
custom  of  collecting  the  offering  on  a 
table. 


On  Monday,  Bishop  Solomon  hosted 
a  luncheon  for  Bishop  Dabale  with 
several  cabinet  members.  At  his  final 
engagement  that  evening,  Bishop  Dabale 
shared  more  about  his  mission  hopes  at 
Wesley  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

His  stay  in  Baton  Rouge  was  brief,  but 
it  surely  made  an  extraordinary  impact 
on  the  area  churches 
he  visited.  Many 
people  showed  great 
appreciation  for  his 
visit  and  also 
commented  that  his 
presentations  were 
informative, 
insightful  and 

inspiring. 

Inviting  each  of  the  congregations  to 
visit  Nigeria,  Bishop  Dabale  emphasized 
the  need  for  and  the  mutual  benefits  of 
mission  work  in  Nigeria  in  which  he 

hopes  Louisiana  Conference  churches 

will  play  a  leading  role.  As  a  result  of 
this  visit,  some  United  Methodists  have 
expressed  interest  in  going  to  Nigeria. 


Retirees,  from  front  page. 

Jr.,  St.  James-Round  Grove  UMCs, 

Shreveport;  Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley, 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC, 
Bogalusa;  Rev.  Loretta  M.  Lampkin, 
Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit  UMCs, 
Coushatta;  Rev.  Eddie  E.  Morgan,  Jr., 
First-Collinston  UMCs,  Bastrop;  Rev.  Jack 
D.  Phelps,  First-Grand  River  UMCs, 
Plaquemine;  Rev.  Franklin  P.  Poole, 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  (Ministry  to 
Older  Adults);  Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss, 


Claibome-Wilhite  UMCs,  West  Monroe; 
Dr.  Robert  L.  Potter,  Shreveport  District 
superintendent;  Rev.  John  E.  Scarf, 
disability  leave;  Rev.  Charles  E.  Scott, 
Jonesville-Effie,  Oak  Grove  UMCs;  Dr. 
Ted  Standley,  chaplain,  University 
Medical  Center,  Lafayette;  Rev.  Richard 
Stiltner,  Lake  Vista  UMC,  New  Orleans; 
Dr.  George  L.  Thomas,  St.  Paul  UMC, 
Shreveport. 


In  Memoriam 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 
Rev.  James  Haynes,  pastor,  St. 
Mark’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  his  wife 
Mildred  on  the  death  of  her  mother,  Mrs 
Cornelia  H.  Briggs,  April  14.  Her  funeral 
and  burial  was  April  19  at  Briggs  UMC  in 


New  Iberia. 

Dr.  Henry  Blount,  retired  (serving  as 
minister  of  visitation  at  First  UMC, 
Alexandria),  on  the  death  of  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Iva  Lou  King,  April  28 T  Her  funeral 
was  held  April  30  in  Philadelphia,  Miss. 


Bears  bring  smiles, 
love  to  homebound 

“Share  a  Bear  and  a  Smile,”  an 
outreach  program  sponsored  by  the 
mission  committee  of  First  UMC 
DeRidder,  did  just  that  in  March 

Seventy-five  cuddly  bears  donated  by 
members  of  the  church  (who  had  given 


them  love)  were  taken  to  three  local 
nursing  homes  and  given  to  residents  by 
young  members  of  the  church  (picture 
above). 

The  bears  provided  a  visible  symbol 
of  love  long  after  they  were  given  to  the 
residents  by  the  children.  And  the 
children  learned  sharing,  caring  and 
smiling  can  bring  joy  to  older  people 
who  may  need  that  “extra  effort.” 

Submitted  by  Mary  Sue  Lewis 
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Program  Calendar 

June 


3-6 

VIM,  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

4-5 

District  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  (DCYM)  Training, 
Conference  Center 

4-6 

VIM,  Takin’  It  To  The  Streets  ‘99, 
Shreveport  . 

7-10 

1999  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

19 

Conference  Center  Board  Meeting, 
Conference  Center 

10-25 

Youth  in  Mission  summer  Work 
Camp,  UMCOR  Depot.  Sager- 
Brown 

23-24 

VIM,  Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville,  Ark 

24-27 

Bishop’s  Week,  Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville,  Ark. 

J  u  1  yC* 

1-4 

VIM,  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

4 

Independence  Day 

5-9 

Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  (JYMO),  Mount 
Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
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Louisiana  Annual  Conference  appointments  for  1 999-2000  announced 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  announced  ministerial  appointments  Thursday,  June  10  at  the  close  of  the  29th  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  held  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 
The  appointments  became  effective  at  the  close  of  Annual  Conference.  Ministers  move  to  their  new  appointments  June  15.  Appointments  are  as  follows: 


ACAD  LANA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  Terry  C.  Willis  5 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island  John  L.  Vining  3 

Bayou  Blue-Houma  Heights  Curtiss  D.  Eden  2 

Berwick,  First  (David  L.  Bricker  FL)  1 

Dulac,  Clanton  Chapel  (Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret  PL)  11 

Franklin: 

Asbury-Trinity  (James  N.  Kirk  FL)  6 

First-McGowen  Burton  F.  Blair  2 

Houma: 

First  Timothy  E.  Lawson  2 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon  (Madeline  M.  Mitchell  PL)  3 

Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centenary  (Ross  W.  Genger  FL)  1 

Jeanerette: 

St.  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion 

(Fulton  A.  Raymond  RA)  13 

St.  Peter-Mallalieu  E.  Andrew  Goff  6 

Lafayette: 

Asbury  T.Edward  Boyd  2 

Associate  Gregory  G.  Mann  PE  1 

Associate  Ira  M.  Robinson  RM  5 

Church  of  the  Covenant  W.  Ralph  Ford  3 

First  W.  Spiller  Milton  1 

Associate(C.  Ann  Sutton  PL)  5 

Immanuel  Rodney  D.  Wooten  OF  2 

Northwood  (Darryl  A.  Tate)  2 

Lydia  (Robert  W.  Cormier  PL)  9 

Mathews,  Memorial  Jose’  Garcia  5 

Melville-Palmetto  Kenneth  B.  Chapman  RM  2 

Melville,  St.  James  (Marguerite  D.  Jenkins  PL)  2 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel  T.  Lynn  Malone,  Jr.PM  2 

Walmsley-Mason  (Dan  Washington,  Jr.  PL)  1 1 
Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn  (Albert  Holland  FL)  21 


New  Iberia: 

First  Michael  D.  McLaurin  5 

St.  James-Briggs-Mt.  Zion  Emmit  C.  Collins,  Jr.  FL)  1 
New  Roads,  First-Rosedale  (R.  Donald  Gentry  FL)  11 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial  Ricky  L.  Willis  1 

St.  Mark  Davis  W.  Clark  PE  3 

Patterson  (L.  John  Locascio  FL)  3 

Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Lottie,  Wilson  Mem. 

(Terry  Lindsey  PL)  1 

Scott  Chapel-St.  Paul  (Barry  A.  Whittington  PL)  5 

St.  Paul-Wiley-Green  Chapel  (Carolyn  G.  Ross  PL)  1 

Thibodaux: 

Calvary  (Clifton  C.  Conrad,  Sr.  PL)  6 

First-Vacherie  Wybra  J.  Price  II  4 

Magnolia  (  Joseph  Holland  PL)  8 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  William  L.  Youngblood  1 

Alexandria: 

First  Roy  T.  James  2 

Associate  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  RM  6 

Horseshoe  Drive  R.  Don  Ross  2 

Newman  (Ernest  E.  Scott)  4 

St.  Mark's  T.B.S. 

Trinity  Gary  Don  Willis  4 

Wilton  (Dianne  Allen  PL)  2 

Atlanta-Couley  M.  Ray  Holt  RM  2 

Ball  T.B.S. 

Bethel  (George  A.  McVay  RA)  4 

Boyce: 

Boyce,  First-MacArthur  Drive 

(William  K.  McDonald  PL)  2 

Lahey  Chapel-Sieper  (Glinda  M.  Doucet  PL)  7 

Union-Melder,  St.  Mark’s  T.B.S. 


A  WITNESS:  A  lesson  from  the  hummingbird 


by  Dickie  Hoffpauir 

Pastor,  Henning  Memorial  UMC 

1  love  to  watch 
hummingbirds. 
Hummingbirds 
are  the  only  birds 
capable  of  flying 
both  forward  and 
backward.  Much 
of  the  time  these  tiny  birds  just  hover 
but  their  wings  are  moving  at  a 
frantic  pace.  They  expend  massive 
amounts  of  energy  to  stay 
suspended  in  one  spot.  After  all  a 
hummingbird’s  heart  beats  a 
thousand  times  per  minute  to  keep 


its  wings  in  motion.  Those  wings 
must  move  incredibly  fast  to  keep  a 
hummingbird  in  place. 

Like  the  hummngbird,  we  humans 
also  expend  much  time,  effort, 
emotion  and  energy  just  trying  to 
stay  in  the  same  place,  whether  it  be 
a  situation  in  the  present  or  a 
memory  of  the  past.  Sometimes  we 
are  trapped  in  an  unhealthy 
relalationship,  a  destructive  way  of 
life,  or  a  dead-end  job  because  we 
fear  the  consequences  of  change. 
The  pain  of  saying  goodbye,  the  lack 
of  confidence,  the  anxiety  of  dealing 
with  the  unknown  prevent  us  from 


moving  on  in  order  to  discover  the 
plans  God  has  in  store  for  us.  So  we 
stay  in  the  same  place,  our  minds 
frantically  working  to  convince 
ourselves  that  it  is  better  not  to 
leave. 

What  do  we  do  when  we  cannot 
seem  to  move  out  of  a  familiar,  but 
hurtful  place?  When  staying  is 
exhausting,  but  gathering  the 
strength  to  leave  is  even  more  so,  we 
would  do  well  to  remember  these 
words  of  the  hymn  “This  Is  A  Day  of 
New  Beginnings”: 

Then  let  us,  with  the  Spirit’s 

Please  see  Hummingbird,  page  4. 


Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Memorial-Trinity- White’s  Chapel 

Mark  A.  Bray  4 

Campti: 

First-St.  Maurice  T.B.S. 

St.  Paul-Mt.  Zion  T.B.S. 

Cheneyville,  St.  Paul  (Obie  J.  Southall  RL)  4 

Colfax,  First  (James  Reid  FL)  3 

Eden  T.B.S. 

Glenmora-Hineston,  Fellowship  (Pamela  R.  Fitch  FL)  4 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah  John  R.  Johns  6 

Jonesville-Effie,  Oak  Grove  (David  Carlton  FL)  1 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville 

Rhonda  E.  Feurtado  2 

Marksville-Evergreen-Simmesport 

(Emily  R.  Winbery  FL)  1 

Marthaville-Beulah  T.B.S. 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion  (James  R.  Walker  PL)  1 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Emmanuel  James  A.  Graham  12 

College  Avenue-Provencal-Weaver 

(Hugh  Don  Davis  FL)  5 

First  Douglas  L.  Cain  8 

Associate  James  M.  Poole  RM  5 

Oak  Grove  Riley  W.  Sanson,  Jr.  OF  3 

Olla-Urania  (Jennie  W.  Brouillette)  4 

Palestine  J.  Edwin  Dilworth  1 

Pineville: 

First  J.  Roddy  Taylor  5 

Pleasant  Grove  T.B.S. 

Wesley-Booneville,  Wesley  (James  E.  Ray,  Sr.  FL)  6 
Pollock-Liberty  Chapel  Fred  W.  Cory  OF  3 


Please  see  page  2. 


Thank  you  from  Colorado 

Dear  Special  Friends, 

We  do  not  know  many  of  you,  but  you  were 
there  for  us  with  your  prayers,  cards,  telephone 
calls,  letters,  banners  and  monetary  support  during 
the  recent  Columbine  High  School  tragedy. 

Your  support  means  a  lot  to  us  during  these 
difficult  days.  It  is  nice  to  know  that  we  are  not 
alone  and  tnat  we  are  surrounded  with  your 
thoughts  and  prayers. 

God  be  with  you  and  thank  you, 
Columbine  United  Church  Members,  Friends, 

and  Youth 

Editors  note:  Louisiana  youth  sent  crosses, 
prayers  and  messages  to  Colorado  youth.  ( See  LUM 
Review,  April  30  issue.) 
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Alexandria  District  (continued) 

Lake  Charles  District  (continued) 

Monroe  District  (continued) 

Sanders  Chapel-Strange  (Dorcas  A.  Thornton  PL) 

1 

Church  Point-Iota 

(Fred  M.  Fraser) 

8 

St.  Andrew’s-Bartholomew 

Thomas  B.  Freeman  OF 

2 

Trout,  Justiss  Memorial-Georgetown,  Selma 

Crowley: 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof 

Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

4 

(Elizabeth  Emanuel  PL) 

1 

First 

Robert  E.  Hollis 

1 

St.  Peter 

(Alvin  Eave  PL) 

2 

Winnfield  Barry  Hoekstra 

3 

Wesley 

(Janie  S.  Burch  PL) 

1 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg 

Cindy  M.  Graber  PM 

2 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

DeQuincy 

Carolyn  B.  Volentine 

2 

Tallulah 

(Fred  W.  Fulton,  IV  FL) 

1 

District  Superintendent  Leslie  P.  Norris 

5 

DeRidder: 

Vidalia 

Jonathan  W.  Beck 

2 

Baker: 

First 

Jon  E.  Tellifero 

3 

Washington  Circuit:. 

(Anice  N.  Moses  PL) 

2 

Blackwater  Mark  R.  Martin 

1 

Wesley-Merryville 

(Retha  V.  Corrigan  FL) 

2 

West  Monroe: 

First  Thomas  E.  Dolph 

1 

Ebenezer-Branch 

Cage  M.  McLemore  RM 

4 

Asbury 

Emile  A.  Rousseau,  Jr.  OF 

2 

Baton  Rouge: 

Eunice,  First-Pine  Prairie 

Gary  L.  Van  Horn 

7 

Claiborne-Wilhite 

Alfred  Bakewell,  III 

1 

Broadmoor  Robert  J.  Burgess 

2 

Fairview 

James  C.  Skinner  RM 

3 

Faith 

Steven  R.  Kelly 

1 

Associate  Kenneth  M.  Carroll 

9 

Florien,  Prospect-Hombeck  (William  R.  Boyd  PL) 

3 

First 

Karl  Sherman  Klaus 

1 

Associates.  Brian  Yeich 

1 

Gueydan-Kaplan 

James  R.  Schaub 

8 

McGuire 

Michael  T.  Head 

3 

Associate  Martin  W.  Corie 

5 

Hopewell-Pine  Grove 

(Mark  S.  Theriot  PL) 

4 

Woodlawn 

Howard  L.  Hudson,  Jr.  RM 

3 

Associate  Donald  J.  Hall  RM 

7 

Iowa 

T.B.S. 

Winnsboro-Gilbert 

Charles  R.  Langford 

5 

Camphor  Memorial  Roger  D.  Lathan 

8 

Jennings 

J.  Richard  Scott- Welch 

2 

Wisner-Baskin 

(Frances  I.  Guy  PL) 

1 

Evangeline  (Robert  L.  Ross  FL) 

2 

Kinder-Elizabeth 

Lisa  E.  Lucas  PM 

1 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

First  Christopher  H.  Andrews 

11 

Lake  Charles: 

District  Superintendent 

Freddie  C.  Henderson 

2 

Associate  Van  A.  Stinson  PM 

1 

First 

Douglas  B.  deGraffenried 

1 

Belle  Chasse 

W.  Arnold  Roberts 

4 

Associate  Jan  Holloway  PE 

1 

Minister 

of  Visitation  Carl  F.  Lueg  RM 

20 

Buras,  Trinity-Hope  Chapel  (Gene  M.  Faurie  FL) 

4 

Francis  Asbury  Jeffrey  C.  Duke 

1 

Oak  Park 

Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  Sr. 

6 

Chalmette,  Covenant 

Richard  O.  Teeter 

4 

Hughes  Memorial  William  J.  Miller 

30 

St.  Luke-Simpson 

James  H.  Humphreys 

7 

Destrehan,  St.  Charles 

J.  Thomas  Logan 

1 

Ingleside  (Joe  Donakey  FL) 

1 

University 

Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 

2 

Associate-Golden  Cross  Ministries 

Jefferson  Carol  S.  Winn 

6 

Warren 

Kenneth  M.  Fisher 

4 

(Earline  T.  Guidry  PL) 

5 

Jordan-Maringouin,  St.  Peter  Clarence  L.  Hillard 

12 

Leesville: 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle  (Lloyd  E.  Scott  FL) 

1 

Jubilee  Community  T.B.S. 

First-Holly  Grove 

G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr. 

2 

Gretna: 

Neely  Arnold  V.  Brown 

8 

Korean 

(Lee  Eckerle  PL) 

4 

Boynton 

Isaac  H.  Bivens  OE 

5 

St.  Andrew’s  H.  Steve  Stephens 

5 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia-Haskin  Chapel 

Gretna 

Lewis  L.  Olmsted 

8 

Associate  Randall  K.  Nichols 

1 

(Robert  M.  Eckerle,  Jr.  PL) 

7 

Associate  (Regina  B.  Hickman  FL) 

4 

St.  John’s  Donald  R.  Avery 

1 

Moss  Bluff 

Daniel  P.  Gleason 

3 

Kenner: 

Associate  (Elizabaeth  Wyatt  PL) 

4 

Oakdale 

Elizabeth  M.  Northen  PE 

1 

First 

William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 

2 

St.  Luke’s  Stephen  C.  Fleming 

3 

Oberlin-Basile 

(Jerold  R.  Hoffpauir  PL) 

7 

Messiah-El  Mesias  T.B.S. 

St.  Mark  James  F.  Haynes 

5 

Raymond-Elton 

(Thomas  C.  Beeler  FL) 

2 

Thomas 

Robert  F.  Harrington  RM 

2 

St.  Paul-Deerford  John  C.  Coker,  Sr. 

11 

Roanoke-Lake  Arthur 

(Susan  C.  Pugh  FL) 

1 

LaPlace,  First 

Kenneth  M.  Graham,  Jr. 

5 

University,  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 

Squyres 

(Ray  Leidig  FL) 

1 

Luling 

Michael  L.  Hammett  PM 

4 

Kenneth  W.  Irby 

5 

Sulphur: 

Metairie: 

Associate  Roger  H.  Templeton 

4 

Henning  Memorial  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 

5 

Metairie 

Patricia  W.  Roland  OF 

1 

Associate  Michael  Quinn  O’Bannon  PE 

1 

Associate  Tracy  L.  MacKenzie 

8 

Munholland 

T.  Nichols  Evans,  Jr. 

8 

Wesley  Terry  L.  Mulkey 

2 

Maplewood 

Karen  F.  Davis 

3 

Associate  (Ramonalynn  W.  Bethley) 

7 

Clinton: 

Wesley-Hackberry 

Leon  A.  Boggs 

7 

St.  Matthew’s 

H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr. 

5 

First-Clear  Creek  J.  Penn  Morgan 

1 

Sweetlake 

Wayne  G.  Taylor 

3 

New  Orleans: 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul  (Henry  Louis  Jones  PL)  7 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial 

(Jerry  L.  Johnson  SP) 

2 

Algiers,  First 

Frank  S.  Harris  III 

3 

St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel  Laurence  E.  Hall  RM 

9 

Welsh: 

Asbury-St.  Matthew  Andrew  J.  Douglas  RM 

12 

Convent,  St.  James  (Gaynell  Pittman  PL) 

3 

First-Hayes 

Charlotte  T.  Brent 

2 

Aurora 

W.  Odell  Simmons 

8 

Donaldsonville: 

Jones-Jennings,  Mallalieu  (Marvette  J.  Thomas  PL)4 

Bethany 

Hadley  R.  Edwards 

3 

First  Randall  K.  Nichols 

3 

Wesdake 

Steven  J.  Porter 

6 

Brooks-Shaw  Temple  Dale  E.  Branch 

3 

St.  Peter-Belle  Rose,  St.  James 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Carrollton 

Jeffery  D.  Conner 

9 

McKinley  Franklin  RM 

3 

District  Superintendent 

Marie  Palmer  Williams 

3 

Cornerstone 

Joe  D.  Connelly 

3 

Galvez,  Carpenter’s  Chapel  Chris  A.  Blanchard 

5 

Bastrop: 

Felicity 

(Marva  L.  Mitchell  FL) 

11 

Gonzales,  First  Samuel  D.  Reeves 

7 

First-Collinston 

Frank  M.  Jones 

1 

First 

W.  Dwight  Ramsey 

2 

Greenwell  Springs,  Magnolia  Ellen  B.  Montegudo 

4 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge  John  G.  Deschner 

2 

First  Street 

Abraham  E.  Davis 

26 

Jackson-Ethel  James  W.  Jones 

5 

Mt.  Olive 

(Johnny  M.  Riley,  Jr.  PL) 

3 

Grace 

(Walter  B.  Pennington  PL) 

2 

Lutcher: 

Beekman 

Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  RM 

17 

Hartzell 

Karl  M.  Clark 

5 

First  (William  V.  Turner  PL) 

1 

Boeuf  Prairie 

T.B.S. 

Haven 

Russell  L.  Jones 

22 

Lutcher  Chapel-Gonzales,  St.  Landry 

Columbia-Hebert 

David  J.  Sheehan 

4 

Jefferson 

Rebecca  D.  Conner 

9 

(Gregory  McClay,  Sr.  PL) 

9 

Crew  Lake-Litde  Creek-Union  (Margaret  L.  Brown  FL) 

1 

John  Wesley 

T.B.S. 

Maringouin,  Shiloh-Lejeune  (Curtis  Johnson  PL) 

2 

Delhi-Crowville 

(Bonita  C.  Davis  FL) 

4 

Korean 

T.B.S. 

Plaquemine: 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer 

(Robert  D.  Hayes  FL) 

1 

LaHarpe-Thompson  William  L.  Jones 

9 

First  Donald  R.  Morgan 

1 

Ferriday-Clayton 

Lyndle  R.  Bullard 

6 

Lake  Vista 

Norwood  Hingle,  III 

1 

Grand  River  (Eddie  Carroll  Johnson  PL) 

1 

Grayson 

Charles  B.  Roper 

3 

Mount  Zion 

Victor  T.  McCullough 

2 

Hurst-St.  Luke  (Thomas  A.  Wesley  PL) 

16 

Kilboume-Locust  Grove 

(Linda  K.  Shepherd  FL) 

2 

Associate 

(Joseph  Wilson  PL) 

1 

Port  Allen,  Scott-Rosedale,  Hartzell  (Ulysse  Stephens) 

6 

Lake  Providence 

Walter  L.  Parker,  Jr. 

3 

Napoleon  Avenue  T.B.S. 

Prairieville,  Meadows  Chapel  Angus  L.  Carruth  RM 

7 

Mangham 

(Betty  L.  Swanson  PL) 

1 

Parker  Memorial 

(W.  Craig  Gilliam) 

7 

Pride,  Bethel  (William  McLain  PL) 

1 

Monroe: 

Peck 

(James  Henry  SP) 

2 

Watson,  Andrew  Chapel  George  W.C.  Calvin,  Sr. 

5 

First 

Larry  R.  Stafford 

5 

Peoples 

Joseph  D.  Awotwi  PM 

2 

St.  Amant: 

Associate  Terry  A.  Love 

5 

Philips  Memorial 

L.  Stacy  Cowan  OF 

2 

Faithful  (Owen  H.  Peyton,  Sr.) 

6 

Hope-St  Paul 

(Jackie  Holmes,  Jr.) 

1 

Rayne  Memorial 

George  A.  Duerson 

7 

New  River  (Roger  Mosher  PL) 

2 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial  David  F.  Fortuna 

8 

Ross-Williams 

(Burnell  Bell  FL) 

16 

St.  Francisville  (Harold  B.  Babin  FL) 

28 

Associate  (Marcelle  F.  Crow  PL) 

-1 

St.  Luke’s 

Wesley  C.  Reagan 

8 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek  (L.  Darwin  Brecheen  PL) 

11 

Memorial 

Jayne  Trammell-Kelly 

1 

St.  Mark’s 

Gregor  A.  Dike 

3 

Spillman,  New  Hope-Concord  T.B.S. 

Reveille 

(A.  Richard  Poss  RA) 

1 

St.  Paul’s 

James  E.  Wilson 

3 

Tunica  (Michael  Miller  SP) 

2 

St.  James 

T.B.S. 

St.  Philip 

(Leslie  M.  Taylor,  Sr.  PL) 

2 

Wilson,  Wesley-Asbury-Mt.  Carmel  (Willie  Laws  PL) 

6 

St.  Mark’s 

Juliet  A.  Deschner 

2 

Trinity  of  Gentilly 

James  W.  Barrett,  Jr.  PM 

3 

Zachary: 

St.  Paul’s 

Richard  H.  Humphries 

1 

Trinity 

T.B.S. 

First  DeWitt  M.  Ginn 

5 

Associate  Kevin  D.  Smith  OF 

1 

Wesley-Hahnville,  St.  James  (Samuel  E.  Butler,  Sr.  FL) 

6 

Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove(Larry  L.  Freeman  PL) 

4 

Associate  (Murdock  M.  Snelling  RL) 

1 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

Newellton 

T.  B.S. 

District  Superintendent 

Grayson  B.  Watson 

2 

District  Superintendent  J.  Lawrence  Maddin 

7 

Oak  Grove 

Mark  Dowell  OF 

3 

Amite-Independence 

Kenneth  R.  Bowman 

5 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier 

Oak  Ridge 

(Louis  W.  Redden  PL) 

2 

(Joseph  L.  Rountree) 

7 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge 

R.  Ray  Spiller 

1 

Please  see  page  3. 
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North  Shore  District  (continued) 


Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Mary’s  Chapel-Live  Oak 

(Bruce  L.  Brown  FL)  2 

Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr.  1 
Thirkield-Harry’s  Chapel  (Louis  A.  Smith  PL)  9 
Bush  Karl  D.  Wood  RM  30 
Covington: 

First  M.  Eugene  Finnell  7 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim  (Percy  M.  Frazier) 

Day's-Center-Darlington  Larry  D.  Robertson  RM  3 

Denham  Springs: 

First  Leslie  N.  Akin  2 

Associate  (Bill  Strawbridge  PL)  1 

Roberts-St.  Luke  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  2 

Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher  Charles  Floyd,  Jr.  1 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel  Terrence  S.  August  20 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel  William  Sewell  OF  1 

Hammond,  First  William  I.  Eubanks  5 

James  Chapel-Lee’s  Landing  (Carol  R.  Richardson  PL)  4 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon  (Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr.  RA)  3 

Lacombe  (Lawrence  K.  Benson  PL)  2 

Livingston  (Alice  Story  PL)  1 

Loranger-Cooper’s  Chapel  (Emile  E.  Tosso  FL)  3 

Madisonville,  New  Church  Flint  E.  Shea  1 

Mandeville: 

Church  of  the  Servant  Barry  E.  Hughes  6 

Newell  (Nolan  M.  Robinson  PL)  9 

St.  Timothy-On-The-North  Shore 

James  W.  Mitchell  5 

Associate  Frances  J.  Hooton  6 

Associate  (Robert  H.  Chancejr.  PL)  2 

Pearl  River  Richard  C.  Hooton  4 

Pine  Grove-Montpelier-Nesom  Memorial 

Eddie  Morgan,  Jr.  RM  1 

Pine  Ridge-Tangipahoa  (Clint  Lovell  FL)  1 

Ponchatoula: 

First  Robert  L.  Deich  2 

Wesley  Chapel-Maurepas  (Debra  M.  Peplow  SP)  3 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate  Donald  C.  Cottrill  6 

Associate  Timothy  M.  Smith  3 

First  Joe  W.  McClain  9 

Associate  John  M.  Lee  RM  4 

Associate  (Allan  W.  Anderson,  Jr.  PL)  4 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  Darlene  Moore-James  5 

Springfield: 

First-Huff  Chapel  (E.  Rand  Guy  RL)  7 

St.  James-Ninde  Chapel  (Leroy  Brumfield  PL)  1 

Sun  T.B.S. 

Vamado  Ester  L.  Hammond  RM  6 

Walker: 

First-Mangum  Chapel  (Wanda  Cosentino  FL)  1 

Friendship-Corbin  (Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.  PL)  10 
Watson,  Live  Oak  (Mark  E.  Crosby)  4 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  Jimmie  D.  Pyles  5 

Ansley  T.B.S. 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah  A.  Wayne  Evans  2 

Arizona  (William  J.  Maxey  PL)  8 

Athens  (Charles  Penuell  PL)  5 

Bemice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 

William  Paul  Minyard  OE  3 

Beulah  Troy  B.  Garrett  RM  1 

Bienville  William  R.  Higgs  PL  7 

Brushwood  (Leo  L.  Beck  RL)  2 

Centerpoint  T.B.S. 

Chatham-Concord  Sam  Emanuel  OE  2 

Choudrant-Douglas  Raymond  M.  Crofoot  RM  10 

Downsville-Bethel-Mt.  Nebo  Douglas  E.  Milliron  4 

Doyline  T.B.S. 

Dubach-Harmony  Chapel  Jon  Lord  PM  2 

Eros-Antioch,  Eros  (Newton  M.  Home,  Jr.  FL)  1 

Farmerville  (John  G.  Hankins)  2 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove  Johnie  W.  Adkins,  Jr.  OE  3 

Haynesville-Shongaloo  Byron  Putnam  1 

Heflin  T.B.S. 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope  Joseph  E.  Hamilton  PM  1 

Homer- Wesley  Chapel  David  B.  Dietzel  3 

Indian  Village  T.B.S. 


Ruston  District  (continued) 


Lisbon-Cotton  Valley  (Homer  V.  Bailes  RA)  9 

Jonesboro  Roy  Bryan  Moore  3 

Marion-Bird’s  Chapel  W.  Ed  Parks,  Sr.  RM  3 

Memorial-Salem  M.  Stuart  Sherman  1 

Minden: 

First  J.  Ryan  Horton,  Jr.  2 

Lakeview  (Wayne  Howington)  4 

Mount  Zion  John  N.  Williams  3 

Pilgrim  Rest  (Samuel  L.  Bradley  PL) 

Pine  Grove  T.B.S. 

Pleasant  Valley  (Joe  E.  Hunter  RL)  3 

Quitman-Clay  (Kenneth  A.  Klemme  SP)  2 

Ringgold-Castor  Joe  A.  Hoover  3 

Ruston: 

Faith-Simsboro,  Antioch  T.B.S. 

Grace  Alan  Einsel  2 

Trinity  Fred  B.  Wideman  5 

Associate  M.  Roily  Walker  21 

Wesley  Chapel  Byrd  L.  Terry  RM  2 

Sibley  T.B.S. 

Springhill  Weldon  C.  Bares  4 

Whitehall-Colquitt-Evergreen  (David  G.  Bazer  PL) 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  William  D.  Peeples  1 

Benton  William  A.  Moon  III  8 

Bethel  (Charles  &  Frances  Freeman  PL)  1 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel  Richard  Michael  Boyett  3 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit  James  R.  Huber  1 

Greenwood-Bethany  Walter  L.  Parr,  Jr.  1 

Hosston-Gilliam  Edmun  Lee  Frankie  RM  1 

Ida  Robert  E.  Carter  RM  8 

Logansport  W.  Mark  Strickland  2 

Longstreet-Shiloh-Keatchie  (Thomas  A.  Wilson  RA)  3 

Mansfield: 

First-Grand  Cane  Leland  D.  Wade  3 

Wesley-Rosa-St.  Matthew  S.  Charles  Byrd  OF  3 
Many  Charles  Crews  1 

Mooringsport-Oil  City-Belcher  Richard  L.  Cockbum  PE  2 

Plain  Dealing- Walker’s  Chapel  Henry  M.  Hamilton  PM  2 

Pleasant  Hill-Pelican  (Carl  D.  Munyon  PL)  5 

Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion-Fairview-New  Light 

(Oscar  E.  Player)  10 

Shady  Grove-Bonchest  George  Thomas  RM  1 

Vivian  Robert  E.  Townsend  8 

Zwolle-Noble-Bayou  Scie  Ted  D.  Freeland  5 

Shreveport-Bossier  City: 

Asbury  Jerry  G.  Hilbun  11 

Barksdale  Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  RM  4 

Blanchard  Louis  F.  Roos  OF  1 

Bossier  City,  First  Larry  G.  Miller  2 

Associate  Mark  J.  Goins  PE  3 

Associate  (H.  Austin  Smith  RA)  12 

Broadmoor  Steven  M.  Spurlock  1 

Associate  Ellen  Alston  8 

Associate  Conrad  Edwards  RM  1 

Pastor  Emeritus 

George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.  RM  18 

Caddo  Heights  (Doris  Sheppard  PL)  1 

Christ  Larry  D.  O’Dell  2 

Associate  Kemper  S.  Smith  2 

Ellerbe  Road-Keithville  Brian  R.  Barron  2 

Fairfield-Faith  (Willie  E.  Jackson,  Jr.  FL)  1 1 

Fellowship  Scott  T.  Bullock  1 

Grace  Community  Robert  A.  Weber  8 

Lakeview  Charles  B.  Humphreys  2 

Love  Chapel  K.  Dale  Hensarling  4 

Mangum  Gregory  R.  Davis  1 

McDonald  (Donny  R.  Nedd  PL)  3 

Momingside  Robert  G.  Rowland  2 

Mt.  Zion-Johnson  Chapel  (Clyde  T.  Smith  PL)  3 
Noel  Steven  W.  Caraway  2 

Associate  M.  Theresa  McConnell  1 

North  Highlands  Mark  B.  Benge,  Sr.  4 

St.  James-Jewella  Willie  L.  Henry  7 

St.  Luke’s  Sandra  B.  Huber  6 

St.  Paul-Round  Grove  Christopher  Jones  OF  1 
Shreveport,  First  R.  Pat  Day  7 

Associate  Willis  W.  Dear  3 

Associate  Douglas  M.  Baker  OE  1 

Associate  William  R.  Mayo  RM  14 


Shreveport  District  (continued) 


Associate  William  E.  Nolan  RM  1 

Minister  of  Music  (Will  K.  Andress  FL)  28 
Scholar  in  Residence 
Donald  A.  Webb  RM 

Summer  Grove  Bryan  S.  Dauphin  3 

Trinity-Haughton  (Judith  D.  Bazer  FL)  4 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN  CONNECTIONAL 

STRUCTURE 

Conference  Staff 

Director  of  Volunteers  in  Mission  Larry  D.  Norman  BR  2 
Senior  Advisor/Consultant  of  United  Methodist 

Foundation  of  La.  Kenneth  R.  Reed  RM  BR  2 

Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/Treasurer/ 


Secretary/Statistician  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  BR  2 

Director  of  Special  Ministries  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  NS  5 


Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

Director  of  Spiritual  Formation 

Carole  Cotton-Winn  NS  2 

Director  of  Parish  Development 

John  M.  Winn,  Jr.  RM  NS  10 

Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological 
Schools  and  Other  Educational  Institutions 
Asst.  Professor  of  Religious  Education,  Yale  Divinity  School, 
New  Haven,  CT.  Robert  K.  Martin  AL  4 

Minister-In-Residence,  Huntingdon  College, 

Montgomery,  AL.  John  G.  Whitley  BR  4 

Asst.  Professor  of  Theo.,  St.  Joseph’s  University, 

Philadelphia,  PA.  Millicent  C.  Feske  NO  7 

Dir.  Church  Relations,  Dillard  University 

Graham  P.  Matthews,  Jr.  NO  2 

President,  The  Jefferson  Circle  David  G.  Trickett  NO  12 
Chaplain/Director,  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers, 

Centenary  College  M.  Jack  O’Dell  SH  1 

Campus  Ministers 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  T.B.S.  AC 
Southern  University  George  W.C.  Calvin,  Sr.  BR  5 

Louisiana  State  University  Michael  Quinn  O’Bannon  PE  BR  1 
Wesley  Foundation,  McNeese  State  University 

Tracy  L.  MacKenzie  LC  2 

Northeast  Campus  Ministries,  NLU  William  H.  Willis  MN  3 
SUNO  Connie  Breaux-Diallo  FD  NO  3 

UNO  Rebecca  D.  Conner  NO  3 

Delgado  (James  Henry  SP)  NO  2 

Tulane  University  Judith  A.  Shema  PM  NO  3 

Wesley  Foundation,  Grambling  State  University 

Derrick  D.  Hills  RS  5 

Wesley  Foundation,  LA.  Tech  University 

Scott  Wright  PE  RS  2 

APPOINTED  IN  OTHER  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES 

Kentucky  John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr.  NO  3 

North  Alabama  Marcell  A.  Johnson  I  SH  6 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 
Aimed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

US  Air  Force  W.  Scott  Adams  AL  6 

US  ArmyMacky  R.  Giles  SH  3 

Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations 
and  Other  Related  Ministries 
Chaplain,  Lafayette  General  Medical  Center 

Theo  S.  Standley  RM  AC  3 

Dir.  of  Development,  Elyria  U.  M.  Village, 

Elyria  Ohio  Ronald  D.  Dauphin  BR  4 

Staff  Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Hospital 

Barbara  S.  Duke  BR  2 

Staff  Chaplain,  University  of  Alabama  Hospital, 

Birmingham,  AL.  Virginia  D.  Millet  BR  5 

Executive  Vice  President,  Victorious  Christian  Living 

John  Howard  Sewell  BR  7 

Chaplain,  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake  Charles 

David  R.  DeWitt  LC  7 

Assistant  Director  of  Program  &  Promotion, 

Villa  International,  Atlanta  Erica  R.  Jenkins  LC  1 
Chaplain,  Northeast  Hospice  Services 

Daniel  H.  Miller  LC  6 

Director  of  Development,  Methodist  Children’s  Home 

Paul  E.  Sabin  MN  6 

St.  Thomas/Irish  Channel  Consortium 

C.  David  Billings,  Jr.  NO  6 


Please  see  page  4. 
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Part-time  Chaplain, The  Methodist  Home  for  Children 

Karl  M.  Clark  NO  3 

Uptown  Shepherd’s  Center  Jeffery  D.  Conner  NO  2 

Chaplain/Dir.  Pastoral  Care,  Pendleton  Memorial 

Methodist  Hosp.  Paul  G.  Durbin  NO  24 

Executive  Director,  The  Methodist  Home  for  Children 

M.  Douglas  Ezell  NO  5 

McFarland  Institute  (W.  Craig  Gilliam)  NO  2 

Chaplain/Pastoral  Counselor,  Ec.  Center  for  Rel.  &  Health, 

San  Antonio,  TX.  Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO  13 

Pastoral  Counselor,  Bohlen  &  Assoc.,  Springfield,  IL. 

Roy  B.  Nash  NO  10 

Chaplain,  Pendleton  Mem.  Meth.  Hospital 

Judy  E.  Nelson  NO  18 

Wesley  Community  Center,  Atlanta,  General  Board 

of  Global  Ministries  William  C.  Taylor  NO  17 
Chaplain/Director  of  Christian  Education,  Methodist 

Children’s  Home  Mickey  D.  Stringfield  RS  6 

Evergreen  Ministries  R.  Stephen  Casey  SH  10 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND  THE  MINISTRY 
USUALLY  THROUGH  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 
Exec.  Dir.,  Creative  Ministry  Assoc.,  Durham,  N.C. 

Cathy  Carlson  MN  24 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  OTHER  VALID 

MINISTRIES 

Appointed  to  Attend  School 

St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  Monica  G.  Monk  PE  AC  2 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  Deborah  Drash  BR  3 

U.T.  Medical  Center,  Knoxville,  TN  Advanced  CPE 

Randall  B.  Scrivener  BR  4 

Southwestern  College,  Santa  Fe,  NM 

Lou  Ann  Asbury  MN  3 

Tulane  University,  N.O.  Ellen  J.  Blue  NO  1 

Atlanta  Theo.  Assoc.,  Columbia  Theo.  Sem. 

JoBeth  Kee-Rees  PM  NO  2 

Disability  Leave 

Disability  Leave 

Sidney  Earl  Irving  AL  19 

Carolyn  Stokes  Lambert  BR  5 

D.  Dale  Lyons  BR  17 

(Michael  Corrigan  FL)  LC  2 

Lance  E.  Brown  PM  NO  3 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence 

Debra  K.  Brazzel  AC  2 

Frank  B.  Akin  BR  1 

Erika  S.  Jefferson  NO  5 

Marta  L.  Sanfiel  NO  2 

Kathryn  Dauphin  RS  5 

A.  Swindell  Hodges,  Jr.  SH  3 

Family  Leave 

Family  Leave  Benjamin  Santana  PM  NO  4 


Sabbatical  Leave 

Sabbatical  Leave  Lorris  M.  Wimberly  BR  1 
DEACONS  IN  FULL  CONNECTION 
Minister  of  Program,  Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 
John  Edd  Harper  BR 

Director,  Christian  Education,  Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 
M.  Sue  Kelly  BR 

Director  of  Music,  Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 
J.  Sidney  Montegudo  BR 
Director  of  Christian  Education,  Neely 

Brunetta  A.  Shamblin  BR 
Coordinator  of  Cooperative  Developmental 
Ministry,  Greater  Baton  Rouge 
Lusinda  M.  Warren  BR 

Executive  Director,  Conference  Missions  and  Ministries 
Rena  M.  Yocom  BR 

Director  of  Music,  First,  Monroe  Kem  F.  Alexander  MN 
Section  of  Deacons  and  Diaconal  Ministers  at  GBHEM, 
Nashvillejoaquin  Garcia  MN 
SUNO  Connie  Breaux-Diallo  NO 

Director  of  Christian  Education,  Philips  Memorial 
Barbara  M.  Hamilton  NO 
Director  of  Christian  Education,  Rayne  Memorial 
Carol  L.  Sherer  NO 

Director  of  Christian  Education,  First,  Slidell 
Carolyn  B.  Foster  NS 

Director  of  Music,  Trinity  Roger  Michael  Cloud  RS 


Liturgist,  Grace  Barbara  C.  Einsel  RS 

Nurse  Practioner/Inst.  Dept.  Ped.,  LSU  Med.  Hu  Debo  SH 
Minister  of  Discipleship  &  Adult  Ministries,  First,  SH 

Regina  Wren  SH 

DIACONAL  MINISTERS 

District  Missioner  Pam  G.  Crews  AL 

Student,  Garrett  Nancy  E.  Wofford  AL 

Director  of  Evangelism,  Camphor  Gloria  D.  Chapman  BR 
Deputy  Disciplinary  Council,  La.  Supreme  Court.. 

Bemadine  Johnson  BR 

District  Missioner  Barbara  Murray  NO 

Bethany  Inez  Williams  NO 

District  Missioner  Sharon  D.  Zehner  NS 

First,  Mansfield  Mary  Jo  Babcock  SH 

Director,  YWCA  Women’s  Crisis  Services,  Noel 

Rachel  L.  Scott  SH 

DEACONESS 

Deaconess 


TRANSFERRED  IN 

Jackie  Holmes  AM 

TRANSFERRED  OUT 

Linn  Miller  Caraway 


Juanita  L.  Ivie  R  NO 
Evelyn  Murphree  R  NO 


Mississippi 


North  Texas 


June  1,  1999 


June  1,  1999 


KEY  FOR  CLERGY  APPOINTMENTS 


PE  is  Name  Only 
PM 

Name  in  parentheses 
Name  in  parentheses 
with  FL 

Name  in  parentheses 
with  PL 

SP  in  parentheses 

PD 

FD 

DP 


Elder  in  Full  Connection 
Probationary  Member 
Associate  Member 

Full  Time  Local  Pastor 


OD 

PE 

EP 


OE 

OF 

RM 

RA 

RL 

TBS 


Part  Time  Local  Pastor 
Student  Local  Pastor 
Probationary  Deacon 
Deacon  in  Full  Connection 
Deacon  Recognized  from 
Other  Denomination 
Serving  United  Methodist 
Probation 

Deacon  Member  of  Other 
Annual  Conference 

Probationary  Elder 
Elder/Full  Minister 
Recognized  from  Other 
Denomination  Serving 
UMC  Probation 
Elder  Member  of  Other 
Annual  Conference 
Full  Member  of  Other 
Denomination 
Retired  Full  Member 
Retired  Associate  Member 
Retired  Local  Pastor 
To  Be  Supplied 


With  the  “laying  on 
of  hands,”  Bishop 
Dan  Solomon 
ordains  Brunetta 
Shamblin  as  deacon 
in  full  connection 
during  the  Service  of 
Consecration  and 
Ordination  at  the 
1998  Annual 
Conference. 

Photo  by  Bobbie 
Armstrong 


daring,  step  from  the  past  and  leave  behind  our 
disappointment,  guilt  and  grieving,  seeking  new  paths, 
and  sure  to  find. 

God’s  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  gives  us  the  confidence 
to  move  ahead,  the  ability  to  take  leave  of  our 
yesterdays,  as  we  trust  in  God’s  presence  and  the  love 
of  Christ. 

The  hummingbird  must  move  from  flower  to  feeder 
in  order  to  find  enough  sustenance  for  each  day.  During 
their  migratory  season,  hummingbirds  move  beyond 
their  home  base,  traveling  tremendous  distances  across 
continents  and  large  bodies  of  water.  They  are 
prompted  by  hunger  and  the  call  of  warmer  climates 
filled  with  beautiful  flowers.  They  must  leave  the  known 
place  which  once  sustained  them  but  no  longer  fills 
their  needs. 

So  let  us  with  the  Spirit’s  daring  move  out  of  our 
fearful  stillness,  responding  to  the  voice  of  God  calling 
us  forward  to  find  those  places  filled  with  nectar  and 
bathed  in  sunlight. 

Reprinted  from  The  Chronicles,  May  1999. 
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Don’t  forget  to  look  for  the  LUM  Review  on  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Website! 
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louisiana-conference/ 
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Miracle  Night  Offering  exceeds  goal,  brings  joyous  opening  night 


by  Bobbie  Armstrong 
LJJM  Review  Editor 

Inside  the  Gold  Dome  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport,  the  night  crackled  with  excitement.  The 

voices  of  children  in  song  filled  the  air  and  the  metal 

beams  and  triangled  ceiling  buzzed  with  anticipation, 
wired  white  hot  with  the  energy  of  a  thousand  believers 

gathered  in  expectation 
of  a  miracle.  Had  we 
done  it?  Could  we  do  it, 
or... would  we  be  there 
‘til  morning’s  light 
waiting  for  that  miracle 
to  happen? 

You  guessed  it!  When 
a  need  arises 

somewhere  in  the  world, 
Louisiana  United 

Methodists  do  what  it 
takes  to  help  heal 
human  suffering.  On  this 
opening  night  of  Annual 
Conference  1999, 

churches  around  the  state  brought  forth  from  their 
congregations  (in  only  one  passing  of  the  baskets)  an 
amazing  $226,000  Miracle  Night  Offering  (the  total 
amount  has  now  reached  $233,000)  for  children  stricken 
by  great  injustices  in  Africa,  surpassing  the  goal  of 
$200,000  decided  on  at  last  year’s  Annual  Conference 
for  the  United  Methodists  Bishops’  Initiative:  Hope  for 
the  Children  of  Africa. 

This  high  moment  in  Louisiana  Methodism  on  June  7 
brought  to  fruition  each  church’s  year-long  focus  on 
raising  $5  per  average  attendance  so  that  the  Louisiana 
Conference  could  contribute  at  least  $200,000  to  the  $12 
million  being  raised  by  the  initiative  to  support  the 


Michael  Rivas... sharing  his 
miracle. 


Methodist  Church  in  Africa  and  its  ministry 
to  children  and  youth.  The  funds  will  help 
build  schools,  shelters  and  churches  in 
countries  where  children’s  lives  have  been 
destroyed  by  war  and  poverty. 

Churches,  and  particularly  their  children 
and  youth,  used  creative  ways  to  raise  the 
money.  One  church  sold  hockey  pucks  at 
one  dollar  each  and  when  they  collected 
$500  an  associate  minister  played  hockey 
with  a  professional  team  in  Baton  Rouge; 
another  created  an  African  safari  and 
charged  $5  a  ticket  for  participation. 

Many,  many  children  throughout  the  state 
contributed  their  allowances  and  chores  money  as  well 
as  soft  drink  and  snack  money  to  the  effort.  Even  the 


The  Zambian  Quintet  praises 
the  miracle. ..a  cappella. 


4  r~ 


m 


v  r 


SAY 


Y9 


k 


jtm 

u&rhildreno/ 


Counting  the  miracle! 

children  at  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston 
raised  over  $800. 

During  the  offering  time,  specially  marked  envelopes 
and  cash  donations  were  placed  in  huge  baskets  by 
representatives  of  each  church.  While  the  Conference  Please  see  Miracle,  page  4. 


Bringing 


General  Conference  2000  Delegates 


The  following  were  elected 
delegates  to  General 
Conference  2000  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio: 

Front  row:  William  Peeples  (c), 
Sarah  Kreutziger  0),  Anita 
Crump  (1),  Marie  Williams  (c). 
Back  row:  Ray  Caraway  0), 
Chris  Andrews  (c),  Don  Avery 
(c),  Bob  Burgess  (c),  Fred  Loy 
0). 

Not  pictured:  Lane  Winn  0). 

Note:  (1)  and  (c)=laity  or  clergy 
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Being  and  Doing 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon 


Who  will  go 
for  us? 


when  we  became 


At  the  retirement  recognition  service 
during  Annual  Conference,  those  retiring 
were  recognized  for  almost  500  years  of 
service  in  United  Methodist  ministry. 

As  I  reflected  upon  this  remarkable 
and  humbling  company  of  clergy, 
several  thoughts  crowded  my  mind. 

Here  are  persons  who  have  pastored 
through  some  of  the  most  dramatic 
changes  in  the  history  of  the  church. 
Coming  out  of  the  explosive  growth  of 
Methodism  in  the  post  World  War  II 
1950’s,  many  of  them  have  been  on  the 
front  lines  and  the  firing  line  of  the  social 
and  cultural  changes  that  rocked 
Methodism  in  the  1960’s  and  1970’s. 
Many  were  pastors 
The  United 

Methodist  Church, 
following  the 

merger  with  the 
Evangelical  United 
Methodist  Brethren 
Church  in  1968. 

Another 
significant  “passage” 
for  the  church  in 
these  retirees’ 

tenure  was  the 
explosion  of  media, 
and  information 
technology.  The 
church’s  own  media 
resources  have 
moved  from  16mm 
films  and  35mm 
filmstrips  to  8  track, 
then  cassette,  video, 
computer 
publishing,  and  disc. 

And  perhaps,  the 
most  dramatic  improvement 
communication  to  congregation 
members  has  been  the  replacement  of 
the  mimeograph  machine  with  the 
photocopy  machine. 

Of  course,  there  are  multitudes  of 
other  changes,  including  increasing 
urbanization,  theological  moves  and 
shifts,  the  increased  numbers  of  women 
clergy,  the  emphasis  on  spirituality  in  the 
culture  and  spiritual  renewal  in  the 
church,  the  church’s  response  to  disaster 
on  a  global  scale,  the  continuing  scourge 
of  war,  regional  conflicts,  terrorism  at 
home  and  abroad,  gun  violence,  conflicts 
fermented  in  the  name  of  and  by 
religion,  all  of  which  have  impacted  the 
way  we  do  ministry  and  seek  to  be  the 
church. 

There  is  one  other  major  change,  and 
it  is  particularly  prominent  in  my 
thinking  as  I  reflect  on  these  persons 


Retiring  Dr.  George  Thomas  (St. 
Paul’s  UMC,  Shreveport)  passes  the 
mantle  to  newly  ordained  elder  Rev. 
Becky  Conner  (Jefferson  UMC,  New 
Orleans).  Photos  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 

of 


now  retiring.  That  change  is  the  decrease 
in  the  number  of  quality  young  people 
presenting  themselves  for  ordained 
ministry.  We  are  greatly  blessed  to  have 
many  excellent  “second-career”  folks 
giving  leadership  in  our  pulpits. 
However,  we  must  also  have  many  “first- 
career”  people  entering  the  clergy  ranks. 

We  can  and  we  must  join  with  God  in 
helping  to  raise  up  and  nurture  the 
church’s  future  pastoral  leadership.  There 
is  an  ample  supply  of  quality  young 
women  and  young  men  to  provide  clergy 
leadership  for  the  future.  However,  most 
of  these  persons  will  not  consider 
ordained  ministry  unless  we  ask  them  to. 
Clergy  recruitment  must  become  an 
intentional 
dimension  of  the 
role  and  function  of 
pastors  and  laity. 

Forty  years  ago, 
young  people 

experienced  their 
call  to  ordained 
ministry  in 

congregations  and 
Wesley  Foundations 
where  involvement 
in  a  supportive 
environment  in 
church  and  culture 
was  the  norm.  Now, 
as  the  appeal  of 
secular  vocation  and 
success  is  glamorized 
and  as  increasing 
numbers  of  parents 
have  opted  out  of 
regular  involvement 
of  their  family  in 
church-life,  in  many  cases  the  numbers  of 
participating  young  people  and  a 
corresponding  devaluing  of  ordained 
ministry  by  those  within  and  outside  the 
church  have  eroded  the  “nurture  system" 
that  prompts  young  people  to  consider 
ordained  ministry. 

Yet,  we  have  many  outstanding  young 
people  in  the  life  of  our  congregations 
and  campus  ministries.  We  must  go  to 
them,  one  by  one,  to  say  “Have  you 
considered  that  God  may  be  calling  you 
to  ordained  ministry?  I  think  you  have  the 
gifts  and  grace  for  such  a  vocation.  Will 
you  pray  about  it  and  ask  God  to  guide 
you?” 

Such  conversations  sow  seeds  from 
which  God  will  raise  up  a  harvest. 
However  we  must  be  intentional  to  plant 
the  seeds! 


Louisiana  youth  wins 
essay  contest 

by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

A  member  of  Munholland  UMC  in 
Metairie  placed  first  in  a  national  youth 
essay  contest  on  avoiding  alcohol  and 
drugs.  Heather  Bethley,  13,  won  the 
junior  high  division  of  the  contest  with 
her  essay,  “Tobacco  and  Alcohol: 
Gateway  Drugs?” 

Her  award  and  a 
check  for  $500  were 
recently  presented  by 
her  pastor,  Rev.  Nick 
Evans,  at  Annual 
Conference  in 

Shreveport. 

For  Bethley,  the 
answer  to  the  question 
posed  in  the  title  of  her 
essay  was  clear.  Use  of 
alcohol  and  tobacco  at 
an  early  age  can  lead  to 
more  serious  addictions, 
she  said. 

“I  don’t  see  how 
drugs  and  alcohol  can 
help  in  any  possible  way.  I  mean,  I  don’t 
think  that  teens  need  to  use  drugs  and 
alcohol.” 

Bethley  will  enter  the  ninth  grade  this 
fall,  and  though  none  of  her  friends  use 
drugs  and  alcohol,  she  said  she  knows  of 
people  her  age  that  do. 

“I  choose  my  friends  wisely.  I  don’t 
want  to  be  in  a  group  of  friends  that 
does  that,”  she  said. 

Bethley,  who  served  as  a  youth 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference  from  the 
New  Orleans  District,  had  another  reason 
for  penning  the  essay. 


first  place  in  national 


“I  think  that  youth  should  have  a 
voice  in  the  church.  I  mean  I  know  that 
they  already  do,  but  I  just  think  that  we 
should  stay  active  in  the  church  to  keep 
people’s  opinions  about  youth  good,” 
she  said. 

Was  the  $500  prize  any  inspiration? 

“Um...  somewhat.” 


And  Bethley  already  knows  what  she 
will  do  with  the  money.  She’s  headed  for 
Rio  Bravo,  Mexico  to  participate  in  the 
Volunteers  in  Mission  “Mysterious 
Mission”  youth  trip  Aug  1-7. 

The  essay  contest  was  co-sponsored 
by  the  independent  Committee  on 
Alcohol  and  Drugs  for  United  Methodists 
and  UMR  Communications,  publisher  of 
the  UM  Review,  the  national  section  of 
the  Louisiana  UM  Review.  Over  100 
entries  from  Christian  youth  across  the 
United  States  were  submitted. 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon  (right)  congratulates  Heather 
Bethley  while  her  pastor,  Rev.  Nick  Evans,  looks  on. 

Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Who  do  you  say  that  I  am? 
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Talcin'  It  To  The  Streets  '99 


Volunteers  bring  mission  alive  in  Shreveport  weekend  before  Annual  Conference 


by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

Heath  Kidd  knew  he  didn’t  have  to  go  far 
from  home  to  find  people  who  needed  his 
help. 

“A  lot  of  people  think  that  you  have  to  go 
to  some  big  cities  like  Chicago  or  Atlanta  or 
somewhere  like  that  just  to  be  able  to  help 
homeless  people,  but  then  it’s  really  right 
down  the  road.  ” 

He  and  several  other  youth  from  First  UMC, 
Arcadia,  made  the  quick  trip  down  1-20  to 
Shreveport  to  be  a  part  of  Takin’  It  to  the 
Streets  ’99,  a  Volunteers  in  Mission  (VIM)  work 
project  June  4-6,  the  days  preceding  Annual 
Conference. 

“Doing  Takin’  It  to  the  Streets  around  the 
time  of  Annual  Conference  first  of  all  reminds 
us  that  Annual  Conference  is  part  of  our 
mission  effort,”  said  Rev.  Dale  Hensarling, 
organizer  of  the  event.  “Even  when  we’re 
conducting  the  business  sessions  at  Annual 
Conference,  it’s  all  for  the  sake  of  mission. 
We’re  not  just  there  to  see  how  many 
meetings  we  can  have.” 

Over  60  people  of  all  ages  traveled  from 
around  the  state  to  contribute  to  three  work 
projects  scheduled  for  the  weekend.  One 
group  worked  to  refurbish  the  Creswell  Hotel, 
a  shelter  for  the  homeless,  and,  nearby,  The 
Well,  a  meal  distribution  station.  A  second 
group  painted  walls  and  ceilings  at  the  YWCA 
Family  Violence  Center,  a  shelter  for  abused 
women  and  their  children.  For  the  third 
project,  volunteers  conducted  a  wellness  fair 
for  the  residents  of  the  New  Horizons  Housing 
Complex.  Over  200  people  participated  in  the 
event,  which  offered  everything  from  vision 
and  blood  pressure  tests  to  nutritional  and 


Volunteers  worked  to  refurbish  r 
the  Creswell  Hotel,  a  residence 
for  the  homeless.  Catherine  1 
Davis  shares  some  paint  with 
Libby  Pearce  (below). 
Savannah  Horton  smiles  for  the 
camera  (left).  All  of  the  girls 
were  part  of  a  youth  group 
from  First  UMC,  Arcadia. 


At  left,  Stewart  Miller  of  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  and  J.D.  Burnham  of  Mt.  Mariah 
UMC,  Arcadia,  lay  a  fresh  coat  of  paint  on  the  ceiling  of  the  YWCA  Family 
Violence  Center.  Above,  Deborah  Cross  of  First  UMC,  Mansfield,  looks  on  as 
Mykeishia  Kimble,  8,  a  resident  of  the  New  Horizons  Housing  Complex,  makes 
her  own  ‘nutritional’  creation  out  of  rubber  food  items  designed  to  demonstrate 
serving  sizes  at  the  Takin’  It  to  the  Streets  wellness  fair. 


Streets  2000,  he  said. 

“We  ended  the  ‘90s  with  a  strong  witness 
in  the  streets,  and  we  are  looking  for  an  even 
stronger  presence  for  Takin’  It...  2000,” 
Hensarling  said.  “We  must  remember  that  a 
church  that  was  bom  in  the  streets  will  be 
reborn  in  the  streets.” 

Make  your  plans  now  to  join  VIM  in  the 
streets  of  Shreveport  prior  to  Annual 
Conference  2000.  It  really  does  make  a 
difference! 

For  more  information,  or  to  help  organize 
for  next  year’s  event,  contact  Norman  at  225- 
346-1646  or  800-239-5286. 


Far  left:  Jim  Maker  of  First  UMC, 
Bossier  City,  checks  the  height 
of  Precious  L.  Hamilton,  7,  at 
the  wellness  fair.  He  also 
recorded  participants’  weight. 
“Some  of  the  ladies  don’t  want 
to  know,”  he  says. 

Left:  Dale  Hensarling  helps 
Raquel  and  Renee,  residents  of 
the  YWCA  Family  Violence 
Center,  read  the  number  drawn 
for  a  door  prize  at  Saturday 
night’s  dinner  at  Noel  UMC. 


Richard  Davis  (right) 
of  First  UMC,  Arcadia, 
tells  the  Volunteers  in  Mission 
story  to  Michelle  Ragland,  a  reporter  from 

KTBS-Channel  13. 
The  news  team  covered 
the  work  done  at  the 
YWCA  Family 
,  Violence  Center. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


dental  hygiene  counseling.  There  were  also 
camiva-style  games  with  prizes,  hot  dogs  and 
a  spacewalk  for  the  children.  “This  year,  we 
tried  to  do  it  in  an  urban  setting,  because  a 
number  of  people  don’t  think  of  Volunteers  in 
Mission  work  in  an  in-state,  urban  setting,” 
Hensarling  said. 

The  event  is  also  a  way  of  saying  thank 
you’  to  the  Shreveport  community  for  hosting 
the  Church’s  Annual  Conference,  he  said. 

Saturday,  participants  also  enjoyed  an 
evening  of  dinner  and  music  with  residents  of 


the  McAdoo  Hotel,  a  home  for 
homeless  and  mentally  disabled  men, 
and  the  Family  Violence  Center.  A 
band  led  by  Tom  Edmonds,  music  director  at 
Christ  UMC  in  Shreveport,  provided  rousing 
entertainment  for  the  gathering. 

‘We  are  greatly  indebted  to  Rev.  Dale 
Hensarling  and  Rev.  Steve  Kelly  for  their 
leadership  and  the  team  that  they  gathered 
together  to  put  this  multi-faceted  mission  event 
into  place  and  to  all  who  volunteered,”  said 
Larry  Norman,  director  of  VIM  for  Louisiana. 

This  year’s  event  was  a  great  success  and 
plans  are  already  being  laid  for  Takin’  It  to  the 
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Jurisdictional  Conference  2000  delegates 
and  alternates 


Delegates  and  alternates  elected  for  Jurisdictional  Conference  2000  are:  (seated) 
Leslie  Akin,  Nancy  Carruth,  Fane  Peeples,  Sue  Kelley;  (standing,  first  row)  Terrell 
DeVille,  Jimmie  Pyles,  Vera  Packer,  Freddie  Henderson,  Alonzo  Campbell,  Ed  Boyd; 
(back  row)  Ron  Saver,  Larry  Stafford,  Don  Cottrill,  Jarred  Williams,  George  “Buzzy” 
Anding,  Jr. 

Not  pictured:  Carolyn  Dove,  Ned  Randolph.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Miracle,  from  front  page. 

Children’s  Choir,  the  Zambian  Quintet— 
an  African  a  cappella  group  going  to 
school  in  Texas— and  Music  Leader 
Howard  Hanger  presented  songs  of 
praise  and  worship,  inviting  die  audience 
to  sing  along  with  them,  the  baskets 
were  taken  into  a  secured  room  where 
the  donations  were  swiftly  counted  by 
staff  and  volunteers.  This  continued  for 
about  a  half  hour  until  all  the  donations 
were  collected,  accounted  for  and 
totaled.  The  amount  was  written  on  a 
sheet  of  paper  and  sent  to  Bishop 
Solomon  who  was  waiting  on  the  stage. 
But  would  it  be  enough?  Everyone 
prayed  and  prepared  themselves  to  stay, 
as  the  bishop  had  suggested,  until 
the  goal  was  met. 

And  then  it  was  announced... 

“We  did  it!  The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  has  offered 
$226,000!”  The  crowd  went  wild, 
breaking  out  in  song  and 
promenading  in  celebration 
around  the  arena,  understanding 
more  deeply  the  love  of  Christ 
that  makes  miracles  happen. 

“Do  you  know  how  many 
people  in  North  America  are 
falling  asleep  in  front  of  their  TVs 
tonight?”  Rev.  Michael  Rivas, 
guest  speaker  for  the  evening, 


the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
described  himself  as  “a  product  of 
Methodist  mission.”  As  a  young  man  in 
Castro-led  Cuba,  Rivas  said  he  had  to 
give  up  everything,  including  a  father 
who  had  forbid  him  to  go  into  ministry, 
to  follow  his  calling  to  serve  Christ. 

Excerpts  from  a  prayer  recited  during 
the  service  summed  up  the  need  for  this 
Miracle  Night  and  the  need  for  ongoing 
Miracle  Night  Offerings:  We  pray  for 
those  (children)  whose  nightmares  come 
in  the  daytime,  who  will  eat  anything, 
who  have  never  seen  a  dentist,  who 
aren’t  spoiled  by  anybody,  who  go  to 
bed  hungry  and  cryr  themselves  to  sleep, 


had  said  earlier.  “But  you  are  here  to 
care  for  the  children  of  Africa  when  so 
many  look  the  other  way.  That  is  a 
miracle!  And,  because  you  care  for  the 
children  of  Africa,  you  care  for  all  of 
God’s  children  regardless  of  whether 
they  are  in  Harlem;  Littleton,  Colo.; 
Miami;  New  Orleans;  Shreveport;  Baton 
Rouge  or  the  bayous  and  parishes  of 
Louisiana.” 

Rivas,  a  deputy  general  secretary  with 


Celebrating  the  miracle  with  a  parade! 

who  live  and  move,  but  have  no  being. 

“While  the  amount  of  $233,000  is 
gratifying  and  commendable,”  says 
Bishop  Solomon,  “the  real  joy  comes  in 
knowing  that  these  funds  are  going  to 
make  it  possible  for  hundreds  of  children 
to  be  cared  for,  fed,  sheltered,  and 
guided  by  people  who  love  the  Christ 
who  loves  the  children.  The  miracle  has 
just  begun!”  Photos  for  this  story  by 
Bobbie  Armstrong  and  Joshua  Lewis. 


Highlights  from  Annual  Conference  1 999 

Louisiana  Conference  gathered  to  explore  the  faith  question,  “Who  do  You  say 
that  I  am?”  Together  we: 

1)  celebrated  a  “Miracle  Night”  offering  of  $233,000  for  Hope  for  the  Children  of 
Africa.  This  exceeded  the  goal  of  $200,000. 

2)  acknowledged  that  net  membership  gain  of  826  is  the  highest  in  16  years  and 
that  apportionments  reached  the  94.25  percent  mark,  which  represents  the  highest 
percentage  paid  since  1985; 

3)  focused  new  efforts  in  the  Bishops’  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty  by 
awarding  certificates  to  14  churches  for  becoming  “A  Church  for  All  God’s  Children,” 
creating  500  school  supply  kits  and  contributing  an  additional  two  truck  loads  of 
school  supplies  for  disadvantaged  children  in  New  Orleans,  announcing  an  emphasis 
on  advocacy  for  poor  through  an  economic  summit  and  awareness  programs  for 
local  congregations; 

4)  announced  plans  for  new  Hispanic  ministriesjreceived  grant  from  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries;  introduced  two  mission  personnel,  Meribel  Mojica  Molina 
and  Samuel  Calvo; 

5)  “took  it  to  the  streets”  in  pre-conference  ministries  with  health  fair  workers  and 
painting  and  refurbishing  shelters  for  abused  women  and  children  and  shelters  for 
homeless  and  disadvantaged; 

6)  worshiped  and  praised  God,  led  by  conference  preachers  Dr.  Michael  Rivas, 
GBGM  and  Dr.  Dana  Robert,  Boston  School  of  Theology;  were  inspired  by  the 
beautiful  and  meaningful  altar  settings  created  by  Mary  Dark,  and  the  music  of  a 
conference  children’s  choir,  Zambian  Quintet,  and  Howard  Hanger,  songwriter  and 
minister  of  Ritual,  Jubilee  Community  Church,  Asheville,  North  Carolina; 

7)  ordained  8  elders,  2  deacons  in  full  connection,  1  deacon  as  associate  member, 

commissioned .  2  probationary  members,  licensed  17  local  pastors,  and  retired  18 
clergy;  I  I  ifff  f.  W  /V 

8)  heard  report  from  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  now  managing 
over  $79  million  in  funds; 

9)  gave  thanks  for  the  Mission  In  Motion  truck  and  celebrated  the  contributions  of 
flood  buckets  (Jan-May)  valued  at  $76,000; 

10)  elected  delegates  to  General  Conference.  (See  photo  left  and  front  page.) 

Membership  stands  at  127,285,  up  826.  Attendance  stands  at  48,398,  up  996. 

CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  CALENDAR 


1-4 

J  U 

VIM  (Medical),  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

ly 

16-18 

Happening  #14,  Conference 

4 

Independence  Day  Holiday 

Center 

5-9 

Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry 

17 

Conference  Center  Board 

Organization  (JYMO),  Mount 
Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

19-20 

Meeting,  Conference  Center 
Cabinet  Meeting,  Conference 

8-11 

Cursillo  #73,  Conference  Center 

Office,  Baton  Rouge 

12-14 

VIM  (construction),  White  Sands 

21-24 

United  Methodist  Women  School 

Chapel  UMC,  Bennington,  Okla. 

of  Christian  Missions,  Conf.  Center 

Don’t  forget  to  look  for  the  LUM  Review  on  the  Louisiana  Conference  Website! 

The  address  ist 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/louisiana-conference/ 
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Making  it  official! 


Annual  Conference  ceremonies  mark  beginnings 


The  following  were  ordained 
during  ceremonies  June  9  at 
Annual  Conference  1999  at  the 
Gold  Dome,  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport. 

Elders  in  full  connection:  (above) 
(top  row,  1-r)  Richard  M.  Boyett, 
Derrick  D.  Hills,  Flint  E.  Shea,  Joey 
D.  Connelly  (bottom  row,  1-r) 

Frank  S.  Harris,  HI;  Rebecca  D. 
Conner;  Stephen  B.  Yeich;  Roy  B. 
Moore. 

Deacons  in  full  connection:  (left) 
Consuelia  Breaux-Dialio,  Ken  F. 
Alexander.  Photos  by  Brian  Lewis 


Local  pastors  (above)  eagerly  receive  their  first  appointments  in  The  UMC  at 
Annual  Conference  1999-  Photo  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 


Caraway  appointed  to  new 
foundation  board 


by  Bobbie  Armstrong 
LUM  Review  Editor 

What  started  out  as  a  hobby  35  years 
ago  for  Rev.  Jimmy  Caraway  has  led  to  a 
vital  ministry  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  even  eight  years  after  retirement. 

During  a  bout  with  the  flu  when  he 
was  serving  as  pastor  to  a  rural 
congregation  in  North  Louisiana  (Homer 
UMC)  in  1964,  Caraway  read  four  books 
on  investment.  The  spark  that  would 
change  the  course  of  his  50-year  ministry 
was  lit.  Last  week,  he  was  asked  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  serve  on  the  board 
of  directors  of  its  new  foundation.  When 
the  board  holds  its  first  meeting  later  this 
month,  he  will  be  asked  to  serve  as 
treasurer. 

Caraway,  who  was  ordained  as 
deacon  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  in 
1951  and  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  what 


is  known  as  the 
foundation 
grassroots 
movement  in 
The  UMC— a 
movement 
begun  in  the 
1970’s  that 
instituted 
foundations  in 
episcopal  areas 
to  manage 
assets  for  the 
purpose  of 
funding  mission— is  no  stranger  to 
forming  foundations.  As  chairman  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  CFA,  he  was 
instrumental  in  forming  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  in 
1975.  When  he  became  its  president  in 
1980,  assets  were  at  $200,000.  Today,  the 
foundation  manages  assets  in  excess  of 

Please  see  Caraway,  page  8. 


Jimmy  Caraway 


Ministers'  Week  '99  invites  clergy  and 
lay  leaders  for  spiritual  nourishment 


by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

Church  leaders  throughout  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  spiritual  renewal  and  growth  at 
this  year’s  Ministers’  Week  July  26-29  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

What  used  to  be  called  Pastors’  School 
has  a  new  name  because  of  a  significant 
change:  lay  leaders  are  invited  to  partic- 
pate  in  the  event  for  the  first  time  ever. 

“We  want  people  to  understand  that  all 
of  us  are  ministers  by  our  baptism,’’  said 
Rev.  Flint  Shea,  dean  of  Ministers’  Week. 

Sunday  School  teachers,  youth  leaders, 
members  of  committees  and  administrative 
boards-all  are  encouraged  to  participate. 

“All  of  those  people  who  are  leading 
God’s  people  in  any  capacity  are  invited 
to  come  and  be  fed  so  they  can  go  back 
and  lead,”  Shea  said. 


In  the  past,  Ministers  Week  was  a  con¬ 
tinuing  education  event  The  focus  now  is 
more  on  spiritual  nourishment..  However, 
clergy  still  receive  two  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  credits  when  they  come  for  the  entire 
week,  Shea  stressed. 

Another  great  reaspm  to  participate  is 
the  music.  Choirs  from  around  the  state 
will  perform  at  each  of  the  five  worship 
services.  There  also  will  be  a  Children’s 
Mass  Choir  with  each  district  represented. 

“It’s  more  than  just  ‘come  hear  a  good 
speaker  for  the  week.’  I  think  it’s  a  week 
full  of  all  kinds  of  opportunity  for  people 
to  come  and  be  fed,”  Shea  said. 

Registration  is  $50.  To  stay  at  the  Con¬ 
ference  Center  overnight,  please  make 
arrangements  independently. 

For  more  details  and  a  listing  of  tbe 
week’s  events,  please  see  Page  8. 


Being  and  Doing 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon 


Getting  serious 
about  children 


There  are  many  encouraging  signs 
that  Louisiana  United  Methodists  are 
getting  serious  about  ministry  with  and 
for  children.  Here  are  some  signs  that 
deserve  to  be  affirmed  and  appreciate: 

One  of  the  most  dramatic  testimonies 
of  our  seriousness  to  meet  the  needs  of 
children  is  the  terrific  response  that 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  gave  to  the 
Miracle  Night  Offering,  “Hope  for  the 
Children  of  Africa.”  Over  $227,000  was 
given  on  Monday  evening  of  Annual 
Conference.  How  inspired  I  am  by  the 
faithfulness  and  generosity  of  our 
people.  Pastors  and  laity  worked 
diligently  to  make  this  night  a  success. 
You  are  to  be  commended! 

The  children  of  Africa  also  thank  you. 
Because  of  the  funds  given  by  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  hundreds  of  children 
in  Africa  will 
have  safe  shelter, 
food  to  eat, 
clothes  to  wear, 
and  an 

environment  of 
Christian  care 
which  to  grow 
and  mature. 

Annual 
Conference  also 
was  the  site  of 
another 
wonderful 
offering  for 
children  —  the 
gathering  and 
shipping  of 
hundreds  of 
“school  kits”  and 
thousands  of 
dollars  of  school 
supplies  for  our 
institutions  of 
child  care  and 
children’s 
ministries  in  New  Orleans. 

The  “hands  on  mission  moment”  was 
an  inspiring  sight,  as  hundreds  of  Annual 
Conference  attendees  packed  school 
kits,  loaded  them  on  wagons,  and  took 
them  to  the  shipping  area. 

C  Other  Annual  Conference  moments 
for  children  included  the  excellent 
presentations  by  the  Children’s  Initiative 
Task  Force,  the  witness  of  the  Children’s 
Choir  in  worship,  the  participation  by 
children  in  the  liturgy  of  the  worship 
service,  a  focus  on  children’s  ministry  by 
our  district  missioners;  and  a  striking 
worship  center  focused  on  children. 

Fourteen  of  our  congregations 
received  the  “Church  For  All  God’s 


Bishop  Solomon  presented  the  Boy  Scout 
Troop  sponsored  by  Leesville  First  UMC 
the  Bishop’s  Award  for  Scouting. 


Children”  award  at  Annual  Conference. 
To  receive  this  award  congregations 
must  meet  criteria  that  include  mission, 
ministry  and  facilities  for  children.  We 
are  quite  proud  of  these  congregations 
and  commend  them  for  helping  to  lead 
us  into  more  focused  ministry  with 
children. 

Many  of  the  media  images  used 
during  the  Annual  Conference  session 
reflected  the  faces  of  children.  Held 
before  us  were  faces  of  hope,  yearning, 
sadness,  and  delight.  We  could  not 
escape  hearing  Jesus’  words,  “Let  the 
children  come  to  me.” 

The  Boy  Scout  Troop  sponsored  by 
Leesville  First  United  Methodist  Church 
received  the  Bishop’s  Award  for 
Scouting.  The  boys  and  the  troop  must 
attain  certain  goals  to  receive  the  award, 
including  having 
over  50  percent  of 
the  troop  as 
recipients  of  the 
God  and  Country 
Award.  Once 
again  children 
held  our  attention. 

Not  all 

Louisiana  United 
Methodist 
Children’s 
ministries  were 
highlighted  at 
Annual 
Conference. 
Across  the  area 
there  are 

increasing 
numbers  of 

churches  in  “after 
school  ministry,” 
such  as  tutoring, 
children’s  Bible 
times, 
refreshments  and 
fellowship,  and  learning  opportunities  in 
the  Christian  faith. 

Many  of  our  congregations  have 
undertaken  new  and  expanded 
children’s  ministries  on  Sunday  morning 
and/or  Wednesday  afternoon. 
Congregations  have  involved  children  in 
worship  leadership,  mission  outreach 
initiatives,  and  several  have  had  their  first 
Vacation  Bible  School  in  years. 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  all  these 
ministries  and  many  more.  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  are  getting  serious 
about  children! 


First  on-line  layspeaking  mission  course 
led  by  Louisiana  Conference 


By  Tim  Hebert 

Louisiana  Conference  Director  of  Lay 
Speaking 

For  the  first  time  ever,  lay  speakers 
will  be  receiving  certification  for  renewal 
by  means  of  an  on-line,  ground-breaking 
course. 

“Something  that  began  as  an 
adventure  for  me  quickly  emerged  as 
one  of  the  most  valuable  learning 
experiences  I  have  ever  been  a  part  of.” 

Those  were  the  comments  of  one  of 
the  participants  in  the  online  advanced 
lay  speaking  course  conducted  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  in  April  and  May. 
Classes  consisted  of  five  2-hour  chat 
sessions  in  which  mission  topics  were 
discussed  and  mission  websites  were 
investigated.  Participants  were  from  the 
Louisiana,  Florida,  Georgia  and  New 
York  Conferences. 

After  beginning  with  sessions  on  the 
history  of  missions  and  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  course 
turned  to  the  international  mission  field. 
The  mission  effort  and  contribution  of 
missionaries  was  made  very  real  to  the 
participants  when  they  were  able  to 
converse  with  the  missionaries 
themselves.  Rev.  George  Holcombe, 
mission  interpreter  in  residence  (MIIR), 
joined  in  from  Texas.  He  and  his  wife 
have  done  extensive  missionary  work  in 


Asia.  Rev.  Paul  Jeffrey,  who  had  to  drive 
over  20  miles  to  get  to  a  phone  line  so 
that  he  could  join  the  conversation  from 
Honduras,  engaged  the  group  in  a 
discussion  of  he  and  his  wife’s  ongoing 
work  in  Central  America. 

When  the  course  turned  to  the  U.S. 
mission  field,  two  representatives  of 
Louisiana  mission  projects  explained 
some  of  the  mission  efforts  here. 

The  course  concluded  with  a  session 
on  mission  opportunities. 

Many  in  the  group  were  profoundly 
impacted  by  this  course.  One  woman 
reported  being  called  to  ministry  and 
another  to  mission  work  as  a  result  of 
this  experience.  Others  said  they  would 
use  this  newfound  information  to  share 
the  word  with  their  churches  and  annual 
conferences. 

The  course  was  structured  like  a 
traditional  course  with  the  internet  being 
used  as  a  tool  for  long-distance 
communication  and  access  to 
information  that  would  not  be  possible 
in  a  normal  lay-speaking  class.  Though 
use  of  the  internet  is  increasing,  on-line 
learning  in  the  church  is  still  in  its 
infancy.  We  are  preparing  the 
groundwork  for  using  new  technology  to 
make  and  nurture  disciples  for  Jesus 
Christ. 


Fortuna  receives  LMCF  preaching  award 


Rev.  Dave  Fortuna,  pastor  of  Lea 
Joyner  UMC,  was  awarded  the  J.  Henry 
Bowdon  Preaching  Award  by  the 
Louisiana  Moral  &  Civic  Foundation,  a 
Louisina  Conference-related  institution, 
at  a  special  ceremony  at  his  Monroe 
District  church  June  13- 

The  Foundation  is  a  religious 
educational  foundation  organized  in 
1942  for  the  stated  purpose  of 
“providing,  protecting 
and  promoting”  a  moral 
climate  for  the  state  of 
Louisiana. 

The  Awards  Program 
of  LMCF  began  in  1980 
seeking  out  and 
recognizing  those  who 
contribute  to  a  positive 
moral  climate  in  their 
chosen  professions.  One 
of  eight  awards  given 
annually,  the  J.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Sr.  Preaching 
Award  honors  the  late 
Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon, 
one  of  the  founders  of  LMCF.  A  much 
loved,  revered  and  gifted  preacher  of 
The  UMC,  Dr.  Bowdon’s  sermons  often 
proclaimed  a  call  to  righteousness  and 
moral  responsibility  for  all  Christians. 

Fortuna  has  served  the  Lea  Joyner 


congregation  since  1992.  He  has  been  in 
ministry  for  more  than  18  years  in 
Louisiana  and  Georgia  and  has  served 
congregations  as  youth  director, 
associate  pastor,  and  pastor. 

A  graduate  of  Bossier  High  School, 
Louisiana  Tech  University,  and  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta,  Fortuna  is  married 
to  Annette  Smith  Fortuna  of  Vivian;  they 
have  two  children;  Misty  Kay  and  Wendy 
Marie. 

LMCF’s  executive 
director,  Dr.  Ken  Ward, 
presided  over  the 
presentation.  Rev.  Jimmy 
Pyles,  LMCF  past 
president  and  Ruston 
district  superintendent, 
presented  the  award  and 
Bob  Nash,  member  of 
First  UMC,  Pineville,  and 
LMCF’s  State  Advisory 
Council,  offered  a  prayer 
of  thanksgiving  and 
dedication  for  Rev. 
Fortuna. 

For  more  information  about  LMCF’s 
Award’s  Program,  write  to  Rev.  Fulton 
McGraw,  chairman,  Awards  Committee, 
LMCF,  P.  O.  Box  29310,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70821. 


Dave  Fortuna 
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The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 


La.  teams  volunteer  at  UMCOR  depot,  send  health  kits  to  Kosovars 


Package  highlights 
need  to  follow 
directions,  use  common 
sense  when  giving 


Christina  Delgado  and  Laura  Milstead  (1  to  r) 
of  Asbury  UMC,  West  Monroe,  display  a 
health  kit  one  person  sent  by  placing  a 
mailing  label  directly  on  the  towel  called  for 
in  the  kit  Smudged  with  dirt  and  grime,  the 
towel  was  unusable. 

Photo  by  Carolyn  Dove 

The  Conference  Youth  Volunteers  in 
Mission  team  that  worked  at  the  UMCOR 
Sager-Brown  Depot  recently  saw  first¬ 
hand  the  need  for  church  members  who 
donate  disaster  supplies  to  do  a  simple 
thing:  follow  directions. 

“The  people  don’t  understand  what  we 
have  to  go  through  when  they  put  extra 
stuff  or  don’t  put  something  in  there  that’s 
supposed  to  be  in  there,”  said  Chassidy 
Rawls  of  Asbury  UMC,  West  Monroe. 

The  contents  of  the  health  kits  must  be 
identical  in  order  to  comply  with  U.S. 
Customs  regulations,  Conference  Youth 
Director  Carolyn  Dove  said. 

“It’s  just  very  important  to  follow  those 
directions,  because  if  you  send  something 
more  or  less  and  customs  finds  that 
everything’s  not  the  same,  then  they’ll  stop 
the  whole  shipment,  and  nobody  gets 
anything,”  she  said. 

That’s  why  volunteers  have  to  sort 
through  the  packages  sent,  she  said.  And 
the  more  of  them  that  don’t  match  the 
requirements,  the  longer  it  takes  to 
prepare  relief  supplies  for  shipment. 

For  example,  the  health  kit  calls  for  a 
hand  towel.  Many  people  sent  full-size 
bath  towels.  Those  towels  won’t  go  to 
waste,  but  they  will  be  cut  in  half  and  re¬ 
sewn  to  make  two  towels  of  the  size 
requested.  That  adds  up  to  more  time 
spent  before  supplies  can  reach  the 
people  who  need  them. 

One  person  followed  directions, 
bundling  a  hand  towel  around  the  rest  of 
the  requested  supplies,  but  then  took  the 
whole  kit  to  the  post  office  and  slapped 
the  mailing  label  directly  on  the  towel.  Not 
surprisingly,  the  towel  arrived  smudged, 
dirty  and  unusable,  illustrating  the  need 
for  another  attribute  to  accompany 
generosity:  common  sense.  -JL 


by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

BALDWIN  -  Back  in  April,  when  requests 
went  out  for  aid  to  Kosovar  refugees, 
supplies  began  pouring  in  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
Depot  at  the  Sager-Brown  faciltiy  here. 

Director  Bob  Osgood  said  it  looked  like 
a  tornado  blew  them  in. 

“I  guess  that’s  a  bad  image  for  disaster 
relief  work,”  he  said.  But  it’s  a  fitting  one. 

Relief  supplies  recently  filled  the  aisles 
of  the  depot,  stacked  between  shelves 
already  packed  full.  In  one  corner  of  the 
warehouse,  materials  to  be  sorted  lay 
heaped  in  a  small  mountain  of  the  boxes, 
bags  and  bundles  people  sent  them  in. 

In  the  case  of  Kosovo  relief  supplies,  the 
materials  for  the  health  kits-from 
toothbrushes  to  towels-must  be  examined 
and  repacked  uniformly  in  order  to  comply 
with  export  regulations.  Though  not  all 
relief  supplies  must  be  processed  in  this 
fashion,  there  are  constantly  boxes  to  be 
packed,  18- wheel  trucks  to  be  loaded  and 
unloaded,  and  more.  There  are  the  less 
pressing  shipments  of  supplies  to  countries 
like  Honduras,  Nicaragua,  Liberia  and 
Bolivia  that  get  deferred  when  a  crisis  like 
Kosovo  emerges. 

All  of  it  adds  up  to  hard  work-and  the 
need  for  volunteers. 

Osgood  ventured  a  guess  about  how 
long  the  depot-which  is  the  collection 
point  for  all  UMCOR  supplies  donated 
in  the  United  States-might  be  able  to 
operate  without  volunteers:  “maybe 
for  about  six  hours”  he  said,  breaking 
into  laughter. 

“The  facility  could  not  operate 
without  volunteers-at  all,”  he  said. 

Several  volunteer  teams  from 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference 
worked  at  the  depot  during  a  week  in 
late  June:  a  Volunteers  in  Mission 
youth  team  led  by  Conference  Youth 
Director  Carolyn  Dove;  a  group  of 
women  from  two  churches  in  the 
Monroe  District;  and  a  regular 
contingent  of  church  members  from 
the  Acadiana  District,  where  the 


June  is  the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot’s  busiest  month  for  shipping  and  receiving,  says 
Director  Bob  Osgood  (second  from  right).  V'olunteers  Sarah  Backstrom  of  Jefferson  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  Christina  Delgado  and  Chassidy  Rawls,  both  of  Asbury  UMC,  West  Monroe,  (1 
to  r)  help  unload  a  truck  burgeoning  with  supplies.  Photos  by  Joshua  Uwis 

opportunity  to  those  who  might  not  be  able  Long-term  volunteers  Richard  and 
to  endure  the  physical  rigors  of  a  foreign  Barbara  Sockrider  have  been  at  the  depot 


construction  or  medical  mission. 

“I  thought  [coming  to  Sager-Brown]  was 
something  I  could  do.  You  know  the 
church  goes  to  Mexico  on  mission  trips. 
But,  I  just  don’t  feel  like  I  am  physically 
able  to  do  that.  I  can  do  this,”  Ruth 
Bramble,  a  member  of  Lea  Joyner  UMC 


since  October  1997.  The  couple  are  retirees 
and  members  of  Roanoke  UMC  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District.  They  work  at  Sager-Brown 
during  the  week  and  head  home  on  the 
weekends  to  visit  their  new  grandchild. 

Sockrider  chalks  up  their  participation  to 
staying  active. 

“I  think  when  people  retire  and  sit 
around  and  do  nothing-they  do  nothing, 
and  then  they  die,”  she  said. 

When  she  and  Richard  were  working, 
they  didn’t  have  the  time  to  do  many  of 
the  things  they  wanted  to  do,  she  said. 

“Now,  we  don’t  have  a  lot  of  money 
because  we’re  retired  educators,  but  we 
do  have  the  time  and,  right  now,  we 
have  health,  so  we  can  do  this,”  she  said. 

The  couple  also  takes  off  a  few 
months  from  the  depot  to  join  other 
members  of  Nomads,  a  group  of  retired 
United  Methodists  who  travel  to 
volunteer  work  sites  in  their  recreational 
vehicles. 

Another  benefit  of  volunteering  at 


depot  is  located  about  45  miles  south  Pauline  Holloway  of  First  UMC,  Monroe,  and  Ruth  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  is  meeting  all  of 
of  Lafayette.  Bramble  of  Lea  Joyner  UMC,  Monroe,  repack  health  kits  the  different  people  who  come  through 

The  depot  also  accommodates  at  the  dePot- More  than  28,000  kits  were  sent  to  Kosovars.  the  depof  bg  jt  tmck  drivers 


long-term  volunteers,  two  of  whom  are 
from  the  Lake  Charles  District. 

Sager-Brown  offers  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  mission  on  a  national  and 
international  scale  to  people  who  might 
not,  for  whatever  reason,  be  able  to  make 
the  trip  to  a  distant  locale. 

Smaller  churches  may  not  have  the 
number  of  members  needed  to  put 
together  a  mission  team  on  their  own, 
Dove  said.  The  Conference  youth  trip  to 
Sager-Brown  “gives  kids  the  opportunity  to 
be  able  to  participate  in  mission  because 
most  mission  trips  require  a  minumum  of 
15  people.  Asbury  UMC  in  West  Monroe 
has  only  three,  so  the  whole  youth  team  is 
here,”  she  said. 

.  also..  .offers. .  .a. 


who  came  with  the  group  from  Monroe, 
said,  as  she  sorted  through  a  box  of 
colorful  plastic  combs  looking  for  a  good 
one  to  include  in  a  kit. 

The  Monroe  group  came  to  Sager- 
Brown  after  hearing  a  Kosovar  student 
speak  at  a  United  Methodist  Women’s  study 
group. 

“The  study  was  very  moving;  this  can  be 
a  way  that  we  can  help  some  of  these 
people  we  learned  about.... The  way  the 
teacher  put  it  was,  ‘if  you  can  put  a  face  on 
it,  put  a  name  to  it,  it  becomes  more  real  to 
you,’”  Sandy  DeCelle  of  First  UMC,  Monroe, 
said. 

Early  in  the  week,  the  volunteers  helped 
ship  more  than  28,000  health  kits  to 


or 

volunteers,  Barbara  said. 

“You  can  have  a  good  time  while  you’re 
still  doing  something  to  help  other  people,” 
DeCelle  of  the  Monroe  group  said.  “The 
fun  and  fellowship  goes  along  with  all  the 
rest  of  it.” 

“It’s  also  an  opportunity  to  get  to  know 
more  people  in  the  connectional  church,” 
said  Jo  Marie  Hanna,  a  member  of  First 
UMC,  Monroe. 

The  depot  has  enough  volunteers  signed 
up  through  the  end  of  the  summer,  Osgood 
said. 

The  need  will  arise  again  in  August  and 
September.  Anyone  interested  in 
volunteering  should  contact  Pat 
Bammerlin,  the  depot’s  volunteer 
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Lafayette,  IA  70508 
(318)  235-0080 


Rev.  Rodney  D.  Wooten  (r),  pastor  at 
Immanuel  UMC,  Lafayette,  shows  off  a 
couple  of  the  kites  used  at  the  recent  ‘I 
Believe  I  Can  Fly’  Fellowship.  The 
event  was  designed  to  reach  out  to  the 
community’s  youth  and  their  families. 


Send  your  church's  stories  to: 

Judi  Sarver 

District  Communication  Advisor 
305  Chastant  Blvd. 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 

(318)  233-7696 

E-mail:  bd212226@aol.com 


Abbeville  UMC's  Good  Samaritan  club 


elderly;  learning 
and  singing  songs 
to  shut-ins;  partici¬ 
pating  in  service 
projects  such  as 
the  local  Christians 
In  Action  program 
which  feeds  the 
hungry  in  our 
community;  partic¬ 
ipating  as  a  group 
in  the  Walk  Amer¬ 
ica  program;  mak¬ 
ing  and  mailing 
valentines  to  shut- 
ins  in  the  commu¬ 
nity;  collecting 

and  delivering  ted-  Members  of  Abbeville  UMC’s  Good  Samaritans  Club  show  stuffed 
dy  bears  and  animals  they  collected  for  children  at  Stuller  Place,  an  organization  in 
stuffed  animals  Lafayette  that  serves  abused  children. 


by  Donna  Perry 

In  the  fall  of  1997,  several  members  of 
the  Abbeville  UMC  attended  the  “Children 
In  Need”  special  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Bishop  Solomon’s  address 
challenged  churches  to  make  children  a 
priority.  With  this  challenge  before  us,  a 
children’s  task  force  was  formed  at  our 
church  for  the  purpose  of  looking  at  what 
we  have  been  doing  and  what  we  could  be 
doing  in  our  ministry  for  children. 

Members  of  our  task  force  decided  to 
reactivate  and  expand  on  a  program  we 
had  started  several  years  before.  Our  pro¬ 
gram  is  called  “The  Good  Samaritan  Club 
for  Kids.”  The  purpose  is  to  involve  our 
young  people  in  service  projects  that  will 
engage,  enlighten  and  teach  them  that  to 
serve  others  is  to  serve  God. 

We  began  meeting  weekly  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  and  have  been  meeting  every  time  we 
have  a  month  that  has  a  fifth  Saturday.  We 
had  t-shirts  printed  which  read  “Good 
Sam’s-God’s  Helping  Hands.” 

Some  of  our  activities  have  included 
baking  cookies  and  delivering  them  to 
shut-ins,  making  and  sharing  gifts  with  the 


for  children  at  Stuller  Place  in  Lafayette--a 
program  that  provides  a  friendly  atmo¬ 
sphere  for  children  who  have  been  abused. 

We  have  collected  stuffed  toys  and  plan 
to  donate  them  to  an  ambulance  service  to 
give  to  injured  children  when  they  pick 
them  up.  We  look  forward  to  the  summer 


months  when  our  club  members  can  join 
together  and  work  together  as  Good 
Samaritans,  spreading  love,  joy  and  happi¬ 
ness  to  others. 

To  learn  more,  contact  Nell  Kendrick  or 
Donna  Perry  at  Abbeville  UMC,  G18)  893- 
5216. 


Northwood  UMC  adds  20  members  in  continuing  growth  trend 


by  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate 
Pastor,  Northwood  UMC 

Pentecost  Sunday,  May  23, 
1999,  saw  20  persons  join  the 
church  on  Profession  of  Faith  at 
Northwood  UMC! 

Nine  of  these  were  from  our 
Confirmation  Class.  The  day 
began  with  a  reception  honoring 
our  nine  students  followed  by  a 
very  beautiful  service.  Carol 
Derouen,  our  worship 
coordinator,  prepared  the  altar 
with  fifty  candles  representing  the 
fifty  days  since  Easter  Sunday. 
One  of  our  talented  ladies  made 


Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate,  pastor  of  Northwood  UMC,  stands  with  some 

nf  fbp  rbnrrb’c  rpcpnt  rnnfi rm iinds 


each  confirmation  student  a 

beautiful  red  stole  that  had  the  year  of  their  confirmation  and 
church  monogrammed  on  it.  We  celebrated  the  Holy  Eucharist 
meal  in  which  our  confirmation  class  served  the  congregation  as 
communion  stewards.  Not  only  was  the  flame  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
burning  but  the  decorations  on  the  altar  literally  caught  fire! 

Since  June,  1998,  through  Pentecost  Sunday,  Northwood  UMC 
has  seen  90  new  members  join  our  church.  On  Pentecost  Sunday, 


we  saw  our  third  highest 
attendance  of  220.  Our  average 
attendance  since  June,  1998,  has 
been  185.  Northwood  has  seen  34% 
increase  in  membership  and  54% 
increase  in  average  attendance  this 
past  year. 

God’s  mighty  acts  are  moving 
throughout  the  congregation.  We 
completed  a  beautiful  four 
bedroom  parsonage;  opened  our 
2,000  square  foot  youth  addition; 
had  our  first  Pumpkin  Patch,  which 
saw  4500  persons  come  to  visit  our 
facilities;  three  Disciple  Bible  Study 
groups  graduated  87%  of  their 
students;  and  our  Pastor’s 
Compassion  Fund  has  helped  many  with  food,  utilities  and  doctor 
bills  totaling  $5,000  since  January,  1999-  We  now  have  eight  staff 
members,  of  which  five  are  paid. 

I  give  thanks  first  to  God,  second  to  the  church  staff  that  helps 
to  guide  and  plan  activities,  and  last,  but  not  least,  to  the  305 
members  of  Northwood  UMC  for  opening  their  hearts  with  love 
and  care  for  the  people  of  God  in  North  Lafayette  Parish. 

Choristers  earn  hymnals 

Thirty-eight  choristers  in  the  Children’s 
Choirs  at  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  have 
earned  hymnals  with  their  names 
imprinted  in  gold. 

Ranging  from  5  to  12  years  old,  the 
children  earned  the  hymnals  by  learning 
the  first  and  second  verses  of  eight 
‘Hymns  of  the  Month’  during  the  past 
school  year. 

They  were  required  to  recite  these 
hymns  to  their  choir  directors.  The 
hymnals  were  presented  to  them  during 
the  worship  service  at  Asbury  on  May  23- 
Director  of  the  Children’s  Choir  Program  is 
Mrs.  Pattye  Robertson. 


Disaster  Response  Training 

for  the  Acadiana  District 

Join  us  at  First  UMC,  Franklin,  Saturday  September  11 
from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  to  leant  how  to  be  trained  in  all  areas  of 
responding  to  crisis. 

As  District  Missioner  Laura  Brown  says, 

“It’s  not  ‘i T  but  ‘when,’  and  are  we  prepared?” 

For  more  information,  contact  District  Disaster  Coordinators  Tony 
Fontenot  and  Carolyn  Guilbeau  through  the  District  Office  at  (3 1 8)  235-2904. 
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FUMC,  Pineville,  youth  participate  in  'famine' 


by  Stan  Pearson 

District  Communication 

Advisor 

Members  of  the  youth  group 
at  First  UMC,  Pineville, 
experienced  a  very  special  kind 
of  joy  recently.  A  group  of  28 
youth  and  adults  participated  in 
World  Vision’s  Thirty-Hour 
Famine. 

“The  Thirty-Hour  Famine 
encourages  youth  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  lives  of  hungry 
kids  by  fasting  for  30  hours  and 
collecting  donations  from 
sponsors  in  their  local  church 
and  community,”  FUMC  Youth 
Director  Denise  Foster  said. 

World  Vision  is  a  privately 


a  “Video  Scavenger  Hunt.”  As 
the  youth  figured  out  each  clue 
in  the  scavenger  hunt,  they 
would  video-tape  each 
discovery  they  made.  After  the 
hunt  everyone  got  back 
together  at  the  church  and 
viewed  each  other’s  video. 

The  youth  ended  the  Thirty- 
Hour  Famine  with  a  worship 
service  Saturday  night  in  which 
they  talked  about  what  the  fast 
was  like  for  each  of  them. 

Foster  said  she  “was  really 
impressed  by  how  no  one  in 
IP  our  youth  group  complained 

2^ —  during  the  fast.”  All  totaled,  the 

Youth  at  First  UMC,  Pineville,  raised  over  $1300  for  needy  children  yOUth  raised  $1,300  for  hungry 
with  their  participation  in  the  Thirty-Hour  Famine.  Some  of  those  who  children 
participated  are  shown  above.  Standing  (1  to  r):  Dwain  Air  hart,  Sara 


funded,  Christian  nonprofit  scheffler,  Katie  Richmond,  Denise  Foster,  Lauren  George,  Kelli  The  y°uth  set  UP  a  “Thirty- 
relief  and  development  Richmond,  Suzanne  Gauthier,  Brian  Farrar.  Kneeling  (1  to  r):  Chris  Hour  Feeling  Wall”  where  they 


organization. 

The  youth  started  their  fast 
on  a  Friday  night  by  having  skits,  ‘get- 
acquainted’  activities  and  discussions  about 
hunger  in  countries  throughout  the  world. 
Later  that  night  the  youth  held  a  concert  for 
other  youth  in  the  local  community. 

“Two  Bands  for  Two  Bucks”  delivered 
just  what  its  title  promised:  listeners  could 
support  the  Thirty-Hour  Famine  by 
bringing  two  dollars  to  listen  to  two 
Christian-Contemporary  rock  bands.  The 
Disciples  of  Christ  and  Torn  were  both 
local  groups  made  up  partly  of  youth  from 
First  UMC. 

After  the  concert,  the  youth  held  a 
worship  service  at  their  church  and  stayed 


Spurlock,  Patrick  Rowland,  Chris  Crouch. 

overnight. 

Saturday  morning,  the  youth 
participated  in  a  special  ministry  known  as, 
“Drive-By  Prayers.”  The  youth  chose 
people  they  would  pray  for  during  the  fast 
and  then  got  into  their  cars  and  tacked 
posters  on  every  person’s  home  that  was 
on  the  youth’s  prayer  list. 

The  poster  announced  that  each  person 
being  prayed  for  was  a  ‘victim’  of  a  “Drive- 
By  Prayer.” 

After  the  “Drive-By  Prayers,”  the  youth 
returned  to  the  church  and  held  a  time  of 
devotions  and  then  played  games  in  the 
gym. 

Later  Saturday  afternoon  the  youth  held 


could  write  down  their  feelings 
while  participating  in  the  fast. 
Perhaps  their  own  words  describe  their 
experiences  best. 

Here  are  a  few  of  their  quotes: 

“I’m  not  really  hungry!”  -Leigh 
“I  love  saving  needy  children.”  -Megan 
“I  want  to  help  save  lives.”  -Emily 
“The  Drive-By  Prayer  thing  was 
Awesome!”  -unsigned 

“I’m  excited  about  saving  kid’s  lives.” 
-D.F. 

Foster  summed  up  the  entire  fasting 
experience  for  everyone:  “There  was  a 
strong  sense  of  God’s  sustaining  power 
throughout  the  whole  experience.” 


District  makes  showing  at 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown 

Members  of  the  Alexandria  District 
recently  visited  the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown 
Depot  in  Baldwin. 

Pictured  far  left  (1  to  r):  Rosa  Lacey, 
Betty  Gardner,  Dora  Combest,  Catherine 
Wolfe,  Retta  Poole,  Sonny  Evans,  Gladys 
Revels,  Fern  Christensen,  Raymond 
Christen. 

All  are  from  either  First  UMC  or  Asbury 
UMC  in  Natchitoches.  Right,  another 
volunteer  sorts  supplies  at  the  depot. 


2013  MacArthur  Drive 
Bldg.  2,  Suite  2 
Alexandria,  LA  71301 
(318)  443-3213 

Dist.  Superintendent 

Rev.  Don  Avery 

Dist.  Communication  Advisor 

Stan  Pearson 


During  the  Lenten  season,  the  Worship 
Committee  of  Nolley  Memorial  UMC,  Jena, 
planned  a  series  of  lessons  which  led  their 
congregation  on  a  “Lenten  Journey.”  The 
committee  depicted  the  passion  and  death 
of  Jesus  through  word  and  symbol,  said 
member  Eloi.se  Cox. 

The  Worship  Center  (shown  above) 
held  many  of  the  symbols:  for  example,  a 
towel  represented  when  Jesus  washed  the 
disciples’  feet.  Come  Easter,  all  of  the 
symbols  were  removed  save  one:  a  butterfly. 


Asbury  UMC,  Natchitoches,  teams 
take  basketball  championships 

Teams  from  Asbury  UMC,  Natchitoches,  won  both  the  junior  high 
and  senior  high  championships  of  the  Natchitoches  Youth  Christian 
Basketball  League  held  recently  at  First  UMC,  Natchitoches. 

Asbury  UMC  has  taken  the  trophy  in  both  leagues  for  the  last  three 
years,  Rev.  James  A.  Graham,  pastor,  said. 

Other  UM  churches  with  teams  participating  in  the  league  were 
First  UMC,  Natchitoches,  and  College  Avenue  UMC. 

Pictured  at  left  are:  (front  row)  Eric  Triggs,  Kevin  Stafford,  Jr.,  Bajai 
Smith,  John  Armstrong;  (second  row)  Brandon  Lacour,  K.  Addison,  A. 
Armstrong,  Michael  Mitchell,  T.  Walker;  (third  row)  Christopher  Blake, 
Michael  King,  Dennis  Walker,  Harold  Remo,  Jonathan  Howard,  Kevin 
Stafford,  Sr.,  Eliza  Jones. 
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Mission  Center  seeks 
uniforms  for  students 

The  United  Methodist  Mission  Center, 
a  conference-related  institution,  is 
currently  collecting  uniforms  for 
disadvantaged  youth  in  the  area  it  serves 
in  North  Baton  Rouge. 

The  uniforms  consist  of  navy  blue 
shorts,  pants,  skirts  and  “skorts.”  Both  boys 
and  girls  wear  white  shirts  with  a  collar. 

Used  uniforms  in  excellent  shape  will 
be  gladly  accepted,  but  new  uniforms  can 
also  be  purchased,  Director  Genny 
Mandujano  said. 

“If  anyone  just  wants  to  make  it  their 
project  to  help  a  child  in  school,  they  can 
go  to  Wal-Mart  or  one  of  the  other 
uniform  stores  and  buy  a  complete 
uniform  for  $15-20,”  she  said. 

The  children’s  sizes  tend  to  run  large 
for  their  age,  Mandujano  said.  An  extra 
large  shirt  size  and  35-36  waist  size  is  a 
good  example.  “That’s  our  immediate 
need,”  she  said. 

The  Mission  Center  works  closely  with 
the  principal  at  Winboume  Elementary 
School  to  determine  who  should  receive 
the  uniforms. 

“We  make  sure  they  are  the  neediest 
of  the  needy,”  Mandujano  said. 

Underwear  is  also  needed,  she  said. 
For  more  information  on  how  to  give, 
contact  the  Mission  Center  at  (225)  355-0702. 

Send  your  church's  stories  to: 

Hallique  L.  Dawson 

District  Communication  Advisor 

2624  79th  Ave. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 
(225)  355-9506 
E-mail:  Qdawson@aol.com 


Pastor  elected  clergy  leader  for  General  Conference 


by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

There’s  a  saying  that  all  the  good  top¬ 
soil  in  Arkansas  washes  down  into 
Louisiana. 

And  some  of  the  good  pastors  wash 
down,  too. 

Rev.  Bob  Burgess,  an  Arkansas  native 
and  pastor  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  recently  elected  at  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  as  the  first  clergy  delegate  to  the 
2000  General  Conference  in  Cleveland, 
Oh. 

On  top  of  that,  he  just  received  an 
honorary  masters  of  divinity  degree  from 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  and  cel¬ 
ebrated  his  first  anniversary  as  pastor  of 
his  4,800  member  church. 


be  well  represented  in  its  expressions  of 
its  concerns  in  all  the  areas  of  the 
Church.” 

As  leader  of  the  five-member  clergy 
delegation,  Burgess  will  be  responsible 
for  coordinating  gatherings  and  present¬ 
ing  issues  for  discussion  that  will  be 
addressed  at  General  Conference. 

He  will  serve  as  vice-chair  of  the  entire 
delegation,  assisting  the  leader  of  the  lay 
delegation,  Dr.  Anita  Crump,  who  will 
also  lead  the  entire  delegation. 

Every  quadrennium,  leadership  of  the 
delegation  to  General  Conference  alter¬ 
nates  between  clergy  and  lay  leaders,  and 
the  2000  delegation  will  be  led  by  the  lay 
leader. 

Other  clergy  delegates  from  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  are  Rev.  Chris  Andrews, 


In  all,  it  s  been  a  big  year  for  a  man  Rev.  Bob  Burgess,  pastor  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  pastor  at  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and 
who  didn’t  move  to  Louisiana  until  he  Rouge,  was  recently  elected  to  lead  the  Louisiana  Rev.  Don  Avery,  pastor  at  St.  John’s  UMC, 
was  in  college  and  didn’t  even  graduate  Conference’s  clergy  to  the  2000  General  Conference  Baton  Rouge. 

from  a  United  Methodist  seminary.  in  Cleveland,  Oh.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis  Though  this  is  the  first  time  Burgess 


“This  has  been  an  amazing  journey 
that  I  never  dreamed  possible,”  Burgess 
said,  relaxing  in  a  sanctuary  pew,  having 
shed  his  robes  after  the  last  of  three  ser¬ 
vices  on  a  recent  Sunday. 

Burgess  was  the  first  clergy  delegate 
elected  on  the  second  ballot.  Because  he 
was  the  first  elected,  he  will  lead  the  clergy 
delegation. 

“It’s  a  tremendous  honor  to  be  elected 
by  your  peers  to  represent  them  and  the 


Conference,”  he  said. 

All  elders  are  eligible  for  election  as  del¬ 
egates.  And  though  there  are  some  clergy 
who  make  it  known  they  would  like  to  be 
delegates,  there  is  no  campaign  as  such, 
Burgess  said. 

“So  it’s  sort  of  like,  “when  the  mantle 
falls,’  at  least  the  way  I  receive  this.  And 
this  is  a  tremendous  surprise  to  me  and  an 
honor — that  truthfully,  I  pray  that  I  will  be 
able  to  measure  up,  so  that  Louisiana  will 


has  been  elected  as  a  delegate  to  Gener¬ 
al  Conference,  it  will  not  be  the  first  time 
he  has  attended.  He  was  first  alternate  cler¬ 
gy  delegate  for  the  1996  conference. 

Burgess  is  still  absorbing  it  all. 

“This  year-to  come  here  (Broadmoor 
UMC),  to  be  honored  by  Centenary,  and 
then,  the  tremendous  honor  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  to  elect  me  as  first  clergy  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  ballot~I  mean,  that’s  just... who 
would’ve  thought.?” 


GBGM  official  gives  financial  planning  and  giving  seminar 


As  people  progress  through  life,  they  reach  a  point 
where  they  often  become  cash  poor,  but  asset  rich. 
And  what  they  don't  understand  is  there  are  opportu¬ 
nities  to  turn  those  assets  that  they  no  longer  need  and 
are  ready  to  dispose  of  into  charitable  gifts. 

-Barbara  Bibbee,  GBGM  director  of  current  and  deferred  giving 

“As  people  progress  through  life,  they  reach  a  point 
where  they  often  become  cash  poor,  but  asset  rich.  And 
what  they  don’t  understand  is  there  are  opportunities  to 
turn  those  assets  that  they  no  longer  need  into  charitable 
gifts.” 

Church  member  Margaret  St.  Amant  was  instrumental 
in  securing  Bibbee’s  visit.  The  two  had  developed  a  rela¬ 
tionship  because  of  St.  Amant’s  desire  to  raise  money  for 
an  electrical  generator  for  the  Mulungwishi  Seminary  in 
Congo,  Africa. 

Bibbee  also  made  a  presentation  to  church  members  on 

GBGM  official  Barbara  Bibbee  (1)  made  a  mission  work  in  Africa.  “We  tend  to  think  that  the  big  dol- 

“The  first  step  toward  presentation  on  financial  planning  and  giving  ^acs  come  and  the  big  support  [for  mission]  comes  from 

[making  planned  gifts]  is  to  recently  at  First  UMC  ,  Baker.  Here,  she  stands  with  the  big  churches,  and  that ‘t  ain’t  necessarily  so,”  she  said. 

do  some  financial  planning  Margaret  St.  Amant,  a  member  of  the  church  who  First  UMC  is  a  church  with  less  than  200  members.  All 

so  that  we  better  under-  ^las  worke<*  with  Bibbee  in  an  effort  to  purchase  an  jt  ^es  is  one  or  two  members  of  the  church  who  have  a 
so  mat  we  Dener  unaer  electrical  generator  for  the  Mulungwishi  Seminary  .  ...  „  .  „  D.,,  .,  „.  , 

stand  what  our  resources  ^  Congo  Xfrica.  St.  Amant  helped  arrange  Bibbee’s  Pass,on  for  mission-like  St.  Amant,  Bibbee  said.  And 
are  and  what  our  true  visit  to  Baker.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis  then  the  giving  will  follow.” 

capacities  to  give  are.” 


by  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

Church  members 
often  don’t  realize  their 
real  power  to  give,  says 
an  official  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  (GBGM). 

Barbara  Bibbee, 
director  of  current  and 
deferred  giving,  recently 
presented  a  financial 
planning  workshop  at 
First  UMC,  Baker. 

Her  presentation 
focused  on  personal 
financial  planning  “with 
an  eye  towards  helping 
people  understand  how 
financial  planning 
relates  to  good  steward¬ 
ship. 


It’s  also  important  for  people  to  know  what  planned  gift  oppor¬ 
tunities — both  current  and  deferred — are  available  to  them  “other 
than  just  putting  a  check  in  an  envelope  or  in  an  offering  plate,” 
she  said.  Church  members’  giving  is  not  limited  to  “green  or  silver 
or  checks,”  she  said. 


Since  St.  Amant  began  her  effort  to  purchase  a  gener¬ 
ator  for  the  seminary,  she  has  raised  more  than  $3,500  of  the 
$14,000  needed  from  sources  throughout  the  Church. 

Financial  planning  resources  for  local  churches  are  also  available 
through  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  in  Baton 
Rouge  by  contacting  Rob  Fairly,  director  of  development,  at  (225) 
346-1535. 
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'A  Portion  Meant  For  Others':  Speak  of  the  Devil 

Diary  of  a  modern-age  devil  concerning  his  human  subject  in  the  Monroe  District 


April  26,  1998-Subject  continuing  in 
this  “Design  For  A  New  Day”  District 
Ministry  Team  training.  Then,  wallow  in 
it,  you  disgusting  little  worm!  Read  it! 
Study  it!  Stay  involved  in  more  words, 
not  action. 

May  7,  1998-  -More  of  this  DMT  mess. 
Subject  still  a  passive  observer— seems 
confused  with  process.  Great!  Bears 
watching,  though. 

May  17,  1998-Subject  moving  from 
passion  to  action.  Damn  this  Discerning 
Gifts  and  Vision  for  Ministry.  I  should 
have  seen  this  coming.  Need  some 
distraction. 

May  24,  1998-  -Was  able  to  exploit 
subject’s  invitation  to  attend  his  church’s 
Annual  Conference.  Looking  forward  to 
his  involvement  in  more  meaningless 
time  in  mere  Christianity.  When 
approached  to  participate  in  Volunteers 
In  Mission  projects  during  Conference,  I 
easily  convinced  him  to  eliminate  those 
outside  his  comfort  zone  and  certainly 
any  which  would  intrude  upon  the 
“important  conference  business.” 

June  8,  1998- What  a  delight!  One  of 
the  subject’s  associates  pressured  him  to 
be  involved  in  a  VIM  project  that  was 
most  disagreeable  to  him.  O,  what  joy 
with  the  introduction  of  strife  so  early  in 
this  event!  Just  the  distraction  needed  to 
get  him  completely  off-track. 

June  9-11,  1998— What  a  revolting 
development!  Another  one  of  those  God 
things— He  sent  one  of  His  clones  down 
here  to  intervene.  Why  can’t  He  stay  up 
there  where  he  belongs.  Now  I’ll  have  to 
pay  the  usual  penalties  for  letting  the 
subject  get  out  of  hand  and  refer  the 
entire  matter  to  the  Master  Below  for 
disaster  recovery. 

It  burns  so  as  I  transcribe  the  subject’s 
own  words  describing  his  experience: 

I  was  a  very  reluctant  volunteer  in  this 
mission  project  and  have  since  thought 
about  the  process  that  brought  me  there.  I 
had  never  attended  an  Annual 
Conference  before  and  would  not  have 


In  Brief ... 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Dallas  Area  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  former  resident 
bishop  of  the  Louisiana  area,  was 
elected  president-designate  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  at 
the  close  of  the  body’s  semi-annual 
meeting  in  Chattanooga  in  May. 

Oden  will  assume  the  presidency  of 
the  Council  during  the  2000  General 
Conference  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

As  president,  he  will  serve  as  the 
celebrant  for  Holy  Communion  at  the 
opening  session  of  General  Conference  and 
will  make  the  closing  statement  at  General 
Conference  for  the  Council  of  Bishops. 


“The  Human  Subject” 


Denny  Gamer 

thought  of  attending  this  one  if  my  district 
superintendent  had  not  asked  if  I  would 
be  an  alternate  district  delegate.  Although 
I  kept  my  schedule  open,  I  still  wasn’t 
thinking  of  attending  as  an  alternate, 
until  1  received 
the  pre¬ 

conference  report 
package  and 
invitations  to 
special 
functions.  Since  I 
am  the  outreach 
leader  on  our 
District  Ministry 
Team,  I  decided 
it  would  be 
informative  to  go 
and  learn  about 
any  available 
programs  and 
connective  resources  available. 

After  registration,  I  decided  the  least 
intrusive  time  to  work  would  be  that 
morning  prior  to  the  conference  opening 
in  the  afternoon.  I  made  it  to  Hospitality 
House,  peeled  some  potatoes  and  enjoyed 
the  block  party.  Then  as  I  was  about  to 
leave,  Alonzo  Campbell  came  up  to  me 
and  said  that  they  could  use  some  help  at 
Providence  House  the  next  day. 

I  thought  to  myself,  ‘  the  man  must  not 
know  how  to  read,  ’  for  I  had  clearly 
identified  where  I  could  work,  and 


explained  that  I  needed  to  be  about  the 
important  business  of  the  conference.  All  I 
got  was  a  blank  stare  and,  ‘they  sure 
could  use  me  at  Providence  House 
because  only  two  people  had  signed  up 
there.’  Well,  he  must  also  be  deaf  and 
probably  feeble  minded.  I  sought  to 
appease  him  by  agreeing  to  work  in  some 
time  over  the  next  couple  of  days. 

I  asked  several  questions  regarding  the 
proposed  activities:  What  is  the  theme? 
Who  is  the  director  I  am  to  report  to?  Is  the 
planning  committee  at  Conference?  Then 
came  the  words  I  shall  never  forget: 
‘You’re  it!  You  plan  the  activities!  You 
create  the  theme!  Whatever  you  want  to 
do  is  okay.  You  ’re  in  charge!”  I  can  assure 
you  that  he  did  not  want  to  know  what 
plan  was  going  through  my  mind  at  that 
time. 


Somehow,  I  made  it  back  to  Centenary 
and  the  important  business  of  the 
conference.  After  the 

Memorial/Communion  Service,  I  began  to 
think  about  my  own  childhood  and  the 
Bible  stories,  love  and  nurturing  of  my 
parents  and  church  family.  There  was  no 
question  in  my  mind.  The  theme  (for  the 
project  at  Providence  House)  would  be 
“Telling  the  Story.  ”  I  know  the  Holy  Spirit 
was  at  work  as  the  important  business  of 
Annual  Conference  faded. 

I  remember  a  statement  while 


attending  an  evangelism  conference  at 
the  Conference  Center  last  fall:  ‘You  don ’t 
find  Christ  and  then  go  on  the  mission. 
You  find  Christ  in  the  mission.”  I  thought 
I  knew  what  that  meant.  But  not  until 
sharing  the  Story  with  children  in  a 
homeless  shelter  did  I  truly  discover  the 
meaning. 

I  found  Christ  as  we  learned  from 
Psalms  that  God’s  love  is  forever.  I  found 
Christ  as  we  learned  from  Ephesians  that 
God  forgives  us  and  wants  us  to  forgive 
others.  I  found  Christ  as  we  learned  a 
prayer  thanking  God  for  all  creation, 
especially  each  of  us.  I  found  Christ  as  we 
learned  that  God  so  loved  us  that  he  sent 
his  son,  Jesus,  so  that  we  can  have  eternal 
life.  I  found  Christ  when  a  little  girl  who 
had  been  somewhat  withdrawn,  came  up 
to  me  and  whispered,  ‘God  loves  me.  ’  I 
found  Christ  when  an  older  boy,  who 
probably  knew  the  stigma  of  where  he  was 
and  wouldn’t  join  in,  began  to 
participate  the  next  day  and  colored  a 
beautiful  butterfly.  I  found  Christ  when, 
singing  ‘He’s  got  the  whole  world  in  his 
hands  .  .  .,’  they  began  to  add  their  own 
verses  such  as  Providence  House’  and 
‘Ms.  Kelly,  ’  their  director.  I  found  Christ 
upon  realizing  that  they  didn ’t  care  that 
a  committee  didn  ’t  plan  the  activities  or 
toil  over  a  mission  statement.  They  just 
cared  that  someone  came  to  tell  them  the 
story. 

I  missed  a  lot  of  the  important  business 
of  the  conference.  Instead,  I  was  able  to 
witness  one  of  the  Mighty  Acts  of  God. 

Master,  the  subject  has  now  been 
awakened  to  the  One  Above’s  real 
presence  and  His  power  to  change  lives 
today.  I  can’t  begin  to  tell  you  how 
stressful  this  all  is.  It’s  not  enough  that 
this  has  happened  to  him.  He  tells  about 
it  wherever  he  goes.  “Connecting 
Ministry”  he  calls  it.  Connecting!  If  I  hear 
that  word  one  more  time,  I  might  go  and 
commit  myself  into  a  herd  of  pigs. 

Denny  is  a  member  of  McGuire 
UMC,  West  Monroe. 


Children  at  Providence  House  in  Shreveport  participated  in 
“Telling  the  Story”  during  1998’s  Annual  Conference  Takin’  It 
To  The  Streets  outreach  events. 


Grand  Weekend,  August  5-8,  at 
Mount  Sequoyah  will  give  grandparents 
and  grandchildren  an  opportunity  to 
explore  family  traditions,  tales  and  faith  as 
they  spend  three  days  together  on  “The 
Mountain.” 

Don  Sanders,  the  Sourdough  Cowboy, 
is  the  featured  performer. 

Grand  Weekend  begins  with  dinner  at 
5:30  p.m.  Thursday,  August  5,  and  ends 
after  breakfast  Sunday  morning,  August  8. 

The  fee  covering  lodging,  meals,  and 
program  is  $253  for  one  grandparent  and 
one  grandchild. 

For  more  information,  please  call 
Mount  Sequoyah  at  (501)  443-4531. 


United  Methodists  to  h< 

UMNS-  Participation  in  a  U.S.  “open 
house”  for  leaders  from  Russia  will  give 
United  Methodists  the  chance  to  relate  to 
those  who  may  have  influence  over  the 
denomination’s  congregations  there. 

“We  now  have  churches  in  probably 
60  cities  throughout  Russia,”  explained 
Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  director  of  the 
Russia  Initiative  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Many  of 
those  cities,  he  added,  will  send  leaders 
to  the  exchange  program  that  runs  July 
20  to  Sept.  15. 

“When  they  go  back  to  Russia,  they’ll 
know  more  about  the  United  Methodist 
Church  than  they  now  know.” 

Three  thousand  Russians-political, 


Ip  host  Russian  leaders 

business  and  cultural  leaders-are 
expected  to  take  part  in  the  Open  House 
U.S. -Russian  Leadership  Exchange 
initiated  by  the  Library  of  Congress  in 
Washington.  They  will  arrive  “in  waves” 
for  eight-  to  12-day  periods,  Weaver  said. 

United  Methodists  are  being  asked  to 
host  1,000  of  the  visitors.  “It  will  be  our 
opportunity  to  say  to  them,  ’we’re  your 
friends,’”  he  said.  “And  they  can  see  who 
we  are.” 

The  church’s  involvement  came  after 
board  executives  read  about  a  proposal 
for  the  exchange  by  James  Billington  of 
the  Library  of  Congress. 

For  information,  call  toll-free  (877) 
852-0385. 
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Singing  at  GC  2CXX) 

Congratulations  to  the  choir  at 
Roberts  UMC,  Denham  Springs!  They 
have  been  invited  to  participate  in  the 
Mass  Choir  at  Genera!  Conference  2000 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Centenary  named  one  of 
best  Christian  colleges 

We  already  knew  it,  but  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport  has  been  named 
on  of  the  92  best  Christian  colleges  in 
the  nation  by  America’s  Best  Christian 
Colleges  2000,  a  publication  compiled 
by  Institutional  Research  &  Evaluation 
of  Gainesville,  Ga. 

The  company,  which  specializes  in 
recruiting  and  retaining  students  to 
higher  education  institutions,  surveyed 
1,537  colleges  and  universities  in  May 
and  June  1998. 

(From  United  Methodist  News  Service) 


In  Memoriam 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 
the  family  of  Virginia  Shamblin 
(surviving  spouse  of  Bishop  Shamblin, 
former  bishop  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference)  who  died  June  24  in  Dallas. 
Her  funeral  was  held  June  29  at  St. 
Luke’s  UMC  in  Houston. 

Mrs.  Ammerine  Berry,  on  the  death  of 
her  husband,  Rev.  Edward  L.  Berry 
(retired,  Baton  Rouge  District),  June  13. 
His  funeral  was  held  June  18  at  St.  Mark’s 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Rev.  W.O.  Lynch,  Jr.  (retired,  Ruston 


District)  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Josie  S.  Lynch.  She  was  the  surviving 
spouse  of  Rev.  Wesley.  O.  Lynch,  Sr. 
(Ruston  District.)  Her  funeral  was  held 
June  21  at  Lakeview  UMC  in  Shreveport. 

Rev.  Fred  Fulton,  pastor,  Tallulah 
UMC,  on  the  death  of  his  father  May  28. 

Rev.  Kathy  Dauphin  (leave  of 
absence,  Shreveport  District)  on  the 
death  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Jane  Johnson. 
A  memorial  service  was  held  for  her  May 
12  in  Elyria,  Ohio. 


Caraway,  continued  from  front  page. 


$10  million  and  is  led  by  Caraway’s  son, 
Ray. 

The  new  foundation  for  The  UMC, 
created  by  the  GCFA  last  fall,  will  solicit 
gifts  and  contributions  from  individuals, 
foundations,  corporations  and  others  to 
support  the  denomination’s  general 
funds  and  other  United  Methodist 
organizations.  It  will  help  conference 
and  area  foundations  of  The  UMC, 
Caraway  says,  “by  creating  more 
recognition  for  foundations  and 
enhancing  the  stewardship  movement.” 

The  foundation  movement  has  taken 
hold  in  the  church  during  the  last  20 
years,  Caraway  says  because  the 
generation  that  lived  through  the 
Depression  has  amassed  great  wealth  to 
pass  on  to  its  heirs.  The  U.S. 
government  (the  Internal  Revenue 
Service)  has  made  it  worthwhile  for  the 
management  of  that  wealth  through  the 
trusts  and  planned  giving  afforded  by 


foundations. 

Funds  from  UMC  foundations  for  the 
support  of  UMC  missions  is  now  as  great 
as  the  income  from  all  apportionments, 
he  says. 

“As  good  stewards  of  the  wealth  God 
has  bestowed  to  us,”  Caraway  says,  “we 
can  invest  our  wealth  and  use  the 
interest  to  support  the  mission  of  the 
church.” 

During  his  50  years  in  ministry, 
Caraway,  who  holds  an  honorary 
doctorate  degree  from  Centenary 
College,  has  served  seven  cabinets  and 
all  the  bishops  (except  Dan  Solomon, 
current  bishop)  since  Louisiana  became 
a  conference  of  The  UMC  in  1968.  He 
served  as  pastor  of  Louisiana  churches 
for  24  years  and  has  also  chaired 
committees  of  both  General  and 
Jurisdictional  CFAs. 

United  Methodist  News  Service 
contributed  to  this  story. 


CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  CALENDAR 


J  U 

ly 

12-14 

VIM  (construction),  White  Sands 
Chapel  UMC,  Bennington,  Okla. 

21-24 

United  Methodist  Women  School 
of  Christian  Missions,  Conf.  Center 

16-18 

Happening  #14,  Conference 

Center 

25-31 

VIM  Heifer  Project  Youth  Work 
Camp,  Perryville,  Ark. 

17 

Conference  Center  Board 

Meeting,  Conference  Center 

26-29 

Ministers’  Week,  Conference 
Center 

19-20 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Conference 
Office,  Baton  Rouge 

28-Aug.l  Youth  ‘99,  University  of 
Tennessee,  Knoxville 

Ministers'  Week  for  Clergy  and  laity 

July  26-29  @  the  Conference  Center 

Register  NOW! 

Dr.  Bill  Mallard  will  be  guest  speaker.  Three-and-a-half  days  of  great 
Bible  study.  Lots  of  free  time  to  do  whatever  you  want.  Low  cost;  just  $50 
for  the  event.  Guess  what  else  you’ll  enjoy... 

Five  great  worship  services  with  preachers  and  choirs  from  around  the 
conference: 

Monday  opening  worship:  Rev.  Victor  McCullough,  Mt.  Zion,  New  Orleans 
Monday  evening  worship:  Dr.  Rena  Yocom,  Conference  Office  Staff 

Music  by  the  Girls  CAB  Chorus,  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston 
Tuesday  evening  worship:  Rev.  Roy  James,  First  UMC,  Alexandria 
Music  by  Roberts  UMC,  Denham  Springs 
Wednesday  evening  worship:  Rev.  Frances  Hooten,  St.  Timothy  on  the 

Northshore  UMC 

Music  by  “Saturday  Night  Live,”  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Clinton 
Thursday  communion  service:  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  New  Orleans  District 

Superintendent 

Music  by  Children’s  Mass  Choir  representing  all  nine  districts  and  churches: 
Acadiana:  St.  Mark,  Opelousas 
Alexandria:  Jena,  Nolley  Memorial,  Pineville  First 
Baton  Rouge:  SL  Mark 
Lake  Charles:  (pending) 

Monroe:  Hope  UMC 

New  Orleans:  Bethany,  Boynton,  Cornerstone,  Philips  Memorial, 

Munholland 

Northshore:  First  UMC,  Ponchatoula 

Ruston:  Girls  CAB  Choir,  Children's  Home,  Ruston 

Shreveport:  Christ  UMC 

A  handbell  choir  from  Munholland  UMC  in  Metairie  will  accompany  the 
Children’s  mass  choir. 

(Any  choir  director  who  is  still  interested  in  having  a  children’s  choir  [ages  6-12] 
participate,  please  contact  Barbara  Murray,  District  Missioner,  New  Orleans,  at  (504) 
488-5430.  Music  and  rehearsal  tapes  will  be  mailed  to  you!) 

Who’s  invited?  All  clergy  and  any  layperson  in  any  leadership  position. 

How  do  I  register?  Call  Rev.  James  Haynes  at  St.  Mark  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge: 
(225)  357-6150.  Registration  is  $50.  Accomodations  at  the  Conference  Center 
should  be  arranged  separately. 

Clergy  earn  2  continuing  education  credits  for  a  full  week’s  participation. 

For  Questions:  Call  Rev.  Flint  E.  Shea.  Dean  of  Ministers  Week  at  (504)  792- 
1944. 

Ministers’  Week  is  sponsored  by  the  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministers. 


Don’t  forget  to  look  for  the  LUM  Review  on  the  Louisiana  Conference 

Website! 

The  address  is: 

http://www.gjbgiii-iimc.oig/Ioulsiaiia-coiiference/ 

Louisiana  Conference  Edition 
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Faith-based  Workforce  Development 
Conference  planned  for  fall 


Joanne  White, 
chairwoman  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference 
Task  Force  for 
Children  In  Need,  has 
announced  that  a 
“Faith-based  Workforce 
Development 
Conference”  will  be 
held  at  First  UMC, 

Alexandria,  Sept.  28-29. 

The  summit  is 
designed  to  bring 
together  faith-based,  business, 
governmental,  educational  and 
non-profit  communities  to 
institute  and  support  a  quality 
work  force  and  work 
environment  in  the  state, 
especially  for  people  living  in 
poverty. 

Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II,  the 
first  African  American  mayor  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  will  be  the 
featured  speaker.  Cleaver,  a 
graduate  of  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  has 
served  as  senior  pastor  of  St. 
James  UMC  in  that  city,  building 
his  congregation  from  47 
members  to  nearly  2,000. 

Having  come  to  adulthood  in 


the  public  housing  of 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas, 
Cleaver  learned  first 
hand  that  the  principle 
solution  to  social 
problems  is 

employment;  he  made 
job  creation  a  top 
priority  during  his  two 
terms  as  mayor.  He 
has  also  implemented 
a  welfare-to-work 
program  for  welfare 
recipients  in  Kansas  City. 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  will 
preside  over  the  event,  which 
will  offer  general  sessions  as 
well  as  a  variety  of  workshops 
on  crucial  elements  of 
economic  development.  They 
will  be  led  by  highly  qualified 
experts. 

The  cost  for  the  two-day  event 
will  be  $50,  which  covers  meals, 
snacks  and  conference  expenses. 
Overnight  accommodations  should 
be  made  separately. 

Don’t  miss  the  essential 
knowledge  which  will  be  offered  for 
your  church  at  this  conference. 
Watch  the  LUM  Review  for 
upcoming  registration  information. 


Cleaver 


Making  it  official  II! 

A  self-proclaimed  “group 
unto  himself,”  Rev.  Owen 
H.  Peyton,  Sr.,  was 
elected  as  associate 
member  (under  the  1992 
Discipline ),  at  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  1999  last 
month  in  Shreveport. 

He  was  inadvertently  left 
out  of  the  July  9  issue’s 
“Making  it  official!”  and 
has  graciously  accepted 
our  apology. 

Photo  by  Brian  Lewis 


Making  a  difference  in  a  child's  life 

Outreach  program  helps  boy  talk  to  God 

United  Methodist  congregations  across  the  Louisiana  Conference  have  taken  a  giant  step  in  responding 
to  the  Bishops’  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty.  Churches  of  all  sizes  are  finding  very  creative  ways  to 
be  more  responsive  to  the  needs  of  children  and  their  families  in  the  church  and  community. 

There  are  nine  different  categories  on  the  checklist  in  which  churches  can  choose  to  participate.  They 
range  from  focusing  on  our  own  children  in  the  local  church  to  our  work  with  children  in  the  community 
and  children  around  the  world.  This  initiative  is  ongoing  until  at  least  2002. 

Catch  the  excitement  of  what  one  church  has  done  in  just  one  of  these  categories  in  the  story  below 
and  imagine  the  difference  your  church  can  make  in  the  lives  of  all  children. 

For  more  information,  contact  Kay  Irby,  conference  director  of  ministry  resourcing,  at 
(225)  436-1646. 


A  Church  for  AlLGed'n  Children 


Thf  Btsbepslrniiatwet 


by  Regina  B.  Hickman 
Associate  pastor,  Gretna  UMC 

I  want  to  tell  you  a  story  that  demonstrates  that 
the  effort  (our  aggressive  outreach  to  children)  is 
working.  My  story  is  about  Myron. 

Thanks  to  a  very  energetic,  caring  school 
teacher  in  our  church,  Ave  Jolley,  we  began  a 
tutoring  program  three  nights  a  week  during  the 
1998-99  school  year.  Ave  knew  several  students  in 
her  community  who  needed  help  with  school 
work.  She  asked  for  a  room  for  her  children,  and, 
of  course,  the  Gretna  Church  gladly  supplied  not 
only  a  room,  but  supplies,  snacks 
and  other  volunteers.  There  were 
about  12  children  in  attendance 
on  any  given  night. 

Myron  is  a  4th  grader  who 
came  to  the  program  under 
protest.  He  couldn’t  read  at  4th- 
grade  level  and  was  weak  in 
math,  science  and  social  studies 
as  well.  Ave  put  him  into  the  care  of  LeRoy 
Beaumont,  one  of  the  volunteers.  She  felt  LeRoy 
was  just  hard-headed  enough  to  deal  with  Myron! 

Their  relationship  was  rather  stormy  at  first,  but 
LeRoy  refused  to  give  up  on  Myron.  Gradually, 
Myron  began  to  respond  to  LeRoy’s  tough  love 
and  actually  began  to  do  his  work.  You  should 
have  seen  how  bereft  Myron  was  one  week  when 
LeRoy  had  to  be  out  of  town!  He  acted  as  though 
he  lost  his  best  friend,  but  he  kept  on  working. 

Well,  at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  not  only  did 
Myron  pass  his  grade,  but  he  made  the  honor  roll 


for  the  final  term!  All  of  the  children  in  the 
program  improved  their  grades,  without 
exception. 

Even  better  than  that,  they  all  learned  to  pray 
before  the  school  year  was  out.  Each  session 
began  with  a  prayer  circle.  The  first  night,  I  led  the 
prayer.  Myron  was  holding  my  hand,  and  as  I 
finished,  he  said,  “I  never  heard  anybody  talk  to 
God  that  way  before!” 

I  asked  him  how  he  talked  to  God.  He  replied, 
“Huh,  I  don’t  talk  to  God!”  I  told  him  I  was  sorry 
to  hear  that;  that  must  make  God  very  sad. 

Before  the  school  year  was 
out,  Myron  took  his  turn  at 
leading  the  group  in  prayer.  I 
feel  sure  there  was  rejoicing  in 
Heaven  that  evening!  There 
was  certainly  rejoicing  at 
Gretna  UMC. 

We  also  found  out  that  the 
families  of  several  of  the 
children  began  going  back  to  church  because  of 
their  contact  with  our  church  as  a  result  of  the  love 
and  acceptance  their  children  found  here. 

Please  pray  for  us  as  we  continue  our  tutoring 
program  this  fall.  We  are  working  on  fulfilling  the 
guidelines  contained  in  “A  Place  for  All  God’s 
Children.”  Many  of  these  things  our  church  is 
doing  already.  However,  we  want  to  do  more  than 
the  minimum  requirements.  Children,  families  and 
community  are  priorities  at  our  church. 

I  hope  Myron’s  story  blessed  you  as  much  as  it 
has  blessed  this  church. 


never  heard  anyone 
talk  to  God  that  way 
before!' 

~~  Myron 
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Being  and  Doing 


Rev.  Carl  Rhoads 
Guest  columnist 


When  weeds  grow  among 
the  wheat 


There  is  dialog  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  today  which  seems  to 
suggest  that  there  is  correct  belief  and 
correct  action,  and  those  not  pursuing 
such  should  be  disciplined  or  excluded 
from  the  fellowship  of  the  Church.  This 
process  requires  some  extraordinary 
judgment  on  the  part  of  individuals. 
How  can  I  be  sure  that  certain  thoughts 
fall  outside  correct  belief  and  that  certain 
actions  are  wrong? 

In  Matthew’s  Gospel,  Jesus  tells  a 
parable  of  weeds  growing  among  wheat. 
The  question  is  raised,  “Should  the 
workers  remove  the  weeds 
so  that  the  wheat  would 
flourish  undisturbed?” 

But,  the  householder 
instructed  the  workers  to 
leave  the  weeds  lest  in 
uprooting  the  weeds  the 
good  wheat  would  also  be 
uprooted.  They  are 
further  instructed  that  at 
the  harvest  the  reapers  will 
collect  the  weeds  first  to 
be  burned  and  the  wheat 
will  then  be  harvested. 

Jesus,  who  Himself  was  criticized  for 
associating  with  sinners  and  outcasts, 
seems  to  be  cautioning  us  of  the  danger 
of  judging  the  faithfulness  of  others. 
Judgment  is  best  reserved  for  God. 

One  of  the  dangers  of  judging  is  that 
it  is  easy  to  exude  an  air  of  self- 
righteousness.  Judging  others  may  even 
blow  up  in  our  own  face.  In  a  certain 
village,  a  baker  bought  butter  from  a 
neighboring  farmer.  One  day  he 
became  suspicious  that  the  butter  was 
not  the  correct  weight.  For  several  days, 
he  weighed  the  butter  and  found  it  short. 
He  had  the  farmer  arrested  for  fraudulent 


'The 

Church  is 
at  its  best 
when  it  is 
inclusive.1 


transactions.  At  the  trial,  the  judge  asked 
the  farmer  how  had  he  weighed  the 
butter.  He  explained,  “When  the  baker 
began  to  buy  butter  from  me,  I  began  to 
buy  bread  from  him  in  one-pound 
loaves.  I  used  one  of  his  one-pound 
loaves  to  determine  a  pound  of  butter.  If 
the  weight  of  the  butter  is  wrong,  he  has 
himself  to  blame.” 

Another  danger  of  judging  is  that  it 
can  be  terribly  divisive.  Near  the  end  of 
his  life,  the  poet  Carl  Sandburg  was 
asked  by  a  reporter,  “What  in  your 
opinion  is  the  ugliest  word  in  the  English 
language?”  Mr.  Sandburg 
frowned  and  repeated, 
“The  ugliest  word  in  the 
English  language...”  The 
reporter  and  audience 
waited  with  anticipation. 
He  looked  in  the  distance 
as  he  contemplated  the 
answer.  He  continued  to 
mumble,  “ugliest,  ugliest 
word?”  Finally,  as 

everyone  strained  forward 
to  hear  his  answer,  he  said, 
“The  ugliest  word  is— exclusive.” 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  at  its 
best  when  it  is  inclusive,  not  exclusive. 
The  good  news  of  this  parable  is  that 
God  is  patient,  not  willing  to  damage  the 
wheat  in  the  process  of  uprooting  the 
weeds.  The  good  news  of  this  parable  is 
that  ultimately  good  will  prevail,  and  evil 
will  be  destroyed.  This  truth  gives  the 
Church  confidence  and  its  disciples  a 
sense  of  peace  for  the  living  of  these 
troubled  days. 

Rev.  Rhoads  is  executive  director  of 
Administrative  Services/treasurer/secretary 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges,  president 
and  CEO  of  Epworth’s  Children 
Home  in  Columbia,  S.C., 
received  this  year’s  “Children, 
Youth  and  Family  Services 
Administrator  of  the  the  Year” 
award  from  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries. 

Hodges  was  executive  director  of 
The  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  in  New  Orleans  from 
1988-1995,  when  he  left  to  take 
leadership  of  Epworth.  Under 
his  direction,  the  multi-program 
child  caring  and  family  service 
organization  has  flourished. 


Eleven  awarded  funds  for  Centenary  and 
Dillard  education 

A  future  through  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarships 


Barbara  B.  Mollere,  Conference 
Scholarship  chairwoman 

With  eight  of  the  nine  districts  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
contributing,  the  Daughenbaugh 
Matheny  Scholarship  Fund  received  the 
highest  level  of  support  to  date  for 
awarding  scholarships  to  Centenary 
College  and  Dillard  University  students 
for  the  academic  year  1999-2000. 

The  largest  contribution  from  a  single 
district  came  from  New  Orleans  District, 
which  contributed  $2,300.  The  most 
improved  district  was  Baton  Rouge, 
increasing  its  contribution  over  threefold 
to  $1,828.  Since  each  scholarship  is 
currently  in  the  amount  of  $1000,  the 
following  districts  have  provided  for 
more  than  one  scholarship  this  year: 
New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge,  Alexandria, 
Monroe  and  Ruston. 

Laity  across  Louisiana  raise  funds 
through  the  Board  of  Laity  in  two  distinct 
arenas:  building  new  churches  and 
educating  new  church  leadership.  This 
year’s  educational  fundraising  by  laity 
has  allowed  for  the  addition  of  an 
eleventh  scholarship  to  Centenary  or 
Dillard  from  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship  Fund. 

This  year’s  recipients  and  their 
sending  churches  are: 

Miesha  Beamon-Anderson  UMC, 
Jackson,  MS  (Dillard) 

Charlene  Brown-Grace  UMC,  New 
Orleans  District  (Dillard) 

Erica  Dobbins-St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
Monroe  District  (Dillard) 

Rebecca  Eskew— First  UMC 

Alexandria,  Alexandria  District 

(Centenary) 

Kevin  Forrest-People’s  UMC,  New 
Orleans  District  (Dillard) 

Jennifer  Gipson— First  UMC  New 
Iberia,  Acadiana  District  (Centenary) 
Jonathan  Hammett— Luling  UMC, 
New  Orleans  District  (Centenary) 

Chastity  Jackson-Shady  Grove 
UMC,  Shreveport  District  (Centenary) 
Susanna  Miller— First  UMC 

Shreveport,  Shreveport  District 

(Centenary) 

Andrew  Sutton— First  UMC  New 
Iberia,  Acadiana  District  (Centenary) 
Sarah  Williams-Mt.  Zion  UMC, 
Monroe  District  (Centenary) 


Each  of  these  recipients  has  a  solid 
academic  background,  leadership  skills, 
a  strong  record  of  UMC  involvement  and 
a  recognized  need  for  financial  support 
to  meet  the  obligations  of  tuition  or  room 
and  board  at  Centenary  or  Dillard. 
Tuition  costs  alone  at  Centenary  now 
amount  to  $13,200  yearly;  at  Dillard, 
$8,500.  In  the  opinion  of  the  selection 
committee,  these  eleven  represent  the 
future  of  the  laity  and  clergy  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  being  schooled 
at  Louisiana’s  Methodist-related 
undergraduate  institutions. 

But,  it  should  also  be  known  that  they 
have  come  from  a  group  of  22  United 
Methodist  young  people  who  stepped 
forward  this  year  and  asked  for  our  help- 
-all  of  whom  were  worthy  applicants. 

With  86  percent  of  the  students  at 
these  schools  currently  receiving 
financial  aid,  the  needs  are  much  greater 
than  our  eleven  scholarships  can  fill. 
Clearly,  we  are  not  doing  enough  to  help 
educate  clergy  and  laity  for  the  next 
century.  Current  donations  to  this 
scholarship  fund  do  not  raise  enough 
money  to  pay  for  a  single  full  tuition  at 
Centenary  College,  much  less  to 
Centenary  and  Dillard.  The  problem  is 
not  that  we  lack  students  interested  in 
obtaining  degrees  from  our  Louisiana 
Conference-related  schools;  the  problem 
is,  how  are  they  going  to  pay  for  that 
kind  of  education? 

Thank  you  on  behalf  of  these  students 
to  all  of  the  laity  who  are  active 
supporters  of  the  Daughenbaugh 
Matheny  Scholarship  Fund  and  partners 
in  the  long  Methodist  tradition  of 
education  for  clergy  and  laity  leadership. 
At  the  same  time,  the  challenge  to 
support  the  educational  undergirding  of 
the  next  generation  of  men  and  women 
serving  the  UMC  is  extended  to  every 
church  family  in  the  state.  When  the 
question  was  asked  at  Annual 
Conference  1999,  “Who  do  you  say  that 
am?,”  one  of  the  answers  was,  “I  am  a 
young  person  seeking,  with  your  help,  to 
learn  and  to  serve." 

Please  write  to  the  Daughenbaugh 
Matheny  Scholarship  Fund,  1185  Robert 
E.  Lee  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70124  for 
brochures  and  information. 


Corrections 

Please  note  the  following  corrections  to  the  July  9  issue  of  the  LUM  Review. 
Alexandria  District  News:  we  incorrectly  identified  the  district  superintendent  as 
Rev.  Don  Avery.  Rev.  Bill  Youngblood  is  the  new  Alexandria  District 
superintendent. 

On  the  Baton  Rouge  District  page,  Rev.  Bob  Burgess  received  an  honorary 
doctorate  degree  from  Centenary  College,  not  a  masters  as  stated. 
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A  look  back  at  Annual  Conference  '99:  'Who  do  you  say  that  I  am?' 


Rev.  Wilbur  Davis  (retired)  offers 
Holy  Communion. 


By  Dr.  Rena  Yocom 

Executive  Director,  Conference  Missions  and  Ministries 

Thanks  to  all  who  completed  the  evaluation  forms  for  Annual  Conference  ‘99- 
Thanks  to  Michael  Stewart  from  the  North  Alabama  Conference  who  first  used  this 
form  for  summarizing  comments  from  their  Annual  Conference.  We’ve  added  a  few 
categories  of  our  own.  Photos  by  Bobbie  Armstrong  and  Joshua  Lewis 

MOST  MENTIONED  BEST  THING  ABOUT  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

Beautiful  and  inspiring  altars 

FREQUENTLY  VOICED  APPRECIATION 

Testimonies  from  retiring  pastors 


Dr.  Dana  Roberts 


BIGGEST  “LUMP  IN  MY  THROAT”  MOMENT 

Chris  Gross  singing  “My  Tribute” 


BEST  “I’M  GLAD  WE  ARE  A  GLOBAL  CHURCH”  MOMENT 

Hearing  the  Zambian  Quartet 


MOST  EDUCATIONAL  MOMENT 

Bible  study  with  Dr.  Dana  Robert 


BIGGEST  “MIRACLE”  OF  CONFERENCE 

Surpassed  the  goal  of  $200,000  for  “Hope  for  the  Children 
Africa”  (Miracle  Night  Offering) 


TYPICAL  COMMENT  ABOUT  BISHOP  SOLOMON’S  LEADERSHIP 

Spiritually  oriented  and  mission  minded 


GREATEST  THANKSGIVING 

Elections  only  come  every  4  years. 


MOST  MENTIONED  COMFORT 

Chairs 


MOST  MENTIONED  DISCOMFORT 

No  breaks  [Runners-up  were:  “Too  cold”  and  “Not  enough  parking”] 

« 

GREATEST  COMMON  HOPE  FOR  2000 

More  worshipful  setting  for  ordination;  regain  grace,  awe  and 
dignity  for  such  a  moment 


MOST  PARADOXICAL  RECOMMENDATION 

Enjoy  new  layout  with  double  screen  to  assist  in  visual  participation; 
Please  do  not  lower  lights  so  often. 


MOST  DIFFICULT  RECOMMENDATION  TO  IMPLEMENT 

Please  don’t  schedule  special  luncheons  at  the  same  time  so  that  we  can 
participate  in  all  of  them. 


Joanne  White  (1)  displays  the 
COSROW  Soujourner  Truth  Award  she 
was  honored  to  receive  this  year. 


Above:  Chris  Gross  performs  “My 
Tribute”  to  his  deceased  father.  Below:  Dr. 
Ted  Weber  delivers  the  ordination  message. 


MOST  FREQUENTLY  REQUESTED  CHANGE 

“Active”  time-keeping  system  so  that  EVERYONE  keeps  to  their  time 
allotment. 


BEST  KEPT  SECRETS  ABOUT  CONFERENCE 

Sunrise  devotionals  and  early  morning  communion  services 


A  king  (oops,  we  mean  a  district 
superintendent)  retires. 
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81 6  Kirkman  Street 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 
(318)  439-2982 

District  Superintendent 

J.  Lawrence  Maddin 

Communication  Advisor 

Constance  Abraham-Handy 


'R.O.M.E.O.$'  find  fun  and  fellowship  in  group 


One  is  never  too  old  to  enjoy  the  finer 
things  that  life  offers-good  food  and 
fellowship!  This  is  the  belief  of  a  group  of 
men  at  Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur, 
called  R.O.M.E.O.— Retired  Older  Men  Eat 
Out. 

What  began  approximately  fifteen  years 
ago  with  one  man,  Jim  Pack,  and  his  desire 
to  take  another  man  to  lunch  periodically, 
blossomed  into  a  group  of  5-6  men  going 
to  lunch  every  Wednesday.  The  group  is 
now  in  full  flower  with  15  to  20  men, 
ranging  in  age  from  60  to  80-plus. 

You  might  assume  that  all  members  of 
the  R.O.M.E.O.  group  are  retired;  but  that  is 
not  so.  One  of  them  is  semi-retired  (early 
60s);  another  is  still  actively  employed 
(approaching  80). 

According  to  group  member  Henry 


Belsha,  it  is  important  that  the  weekly  food 
is  good,  and  the  discussion  about  the  place 
of  the  next  outing  can  become  quite  lively! 

Approximately  six  months  ago,  the 
R.O.M.E.O.s  made  an  outing  to  the 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center-a  residential 
camp  and  retreat  center  supported  by  the 
Lake  Charles,  Acadiana  and  Alexandria 
Districts— for  their  Wednesday  lunch. 
Shortly  thereafter,  the  group  went  back  to 
work  at  Uskichitto  where  they  did 
remodeling  and  repair  work  prior  to  the 
start  of  Summer  Camp  ‘99. 

The  group  only  completed  their  work  at 
Uskichitto  a  few  weeks  ago!  There  were 
several  occasions  during  this  work  that 
Henry  Belsha,  a  former  Baptist,  and  other 
members  of  R.O.M.E.O.  would  finish  their 
work  day  at  Uskichitto  and  go  down  the 


road  to  the  Dry  Creek  Baptist  Encampment 
and  help  a  group  of  Baptists  from  Henry’s 
former  Baptist  church.  Other  times,  the 
group  from  the  Baptist  Encampment  would 
come  and  help  R.O.M.E.O.  at  Uskichitto. 
They  really  enjoyed  this  ecumenical 
fellowship. 

According  to  Jim  McCurley,  another 
R.O.M.E.O.,  there  are  other  R.O.M.E.O. 
groups  in  other  parts  of  the  country  doing 
the  same  thing-eating  and  enjoying 
fellowship.  This  may  be  just  the  group  to 
start  in  your  church! 

The  group  has  always  consisted  of 
men.  The  wives  of  some  of  the  R.O.M.E.O. 
group  started  a  group  for  women  that  also 
meets  on  Wednesdays-JULIET.  The 
meaning  of  the  name  is  not  known. 


Roanoke  UMC 
dedicates  new  window 


Roanoke  UMC  recently  dedicated  a 
new  stained  glass  window  presented 
to  the  church  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy 
Precht,  Sr.  District  Superintendent 
Larry  Maddin  led  the  dedication 
service  May  30. 

Standing  beneath  the  new  window,  at 
left  are  (1  to  r):  Rev.  Robert  Emanuel, 
pastor;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Maddin;  Beverly 
Precht;  Billy  Precht,  Jr., 
administrative  board  chairman;  the 
Precht’s  granddaughter  and  Billy 
Precht,  Sr. 


Send  your  church's  stories  to: 


Constance  Handy 

District  Communication  Advisor 

2706  Walden  Dr. 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70607 
TeL  (318)  491-2331 


Church  member  excels  in  LSU's  'Golden  Band' 


Kristie  Lynn  Smith,  a  member  of 
Roanoke  UMC,  has  been  selected  as  the 
first-ever  female  drum  major  for  Louisiana 
State  University’s  “Golden  Band  from 
Tigerland.” 

After  her  second  year  of  auditioning, 
she  will  serve  as  drum  major  for  the  1999- 
2000  season.  She  previously  served  as 
squad  leader  for  the  band  during  her 
sophomore  and  junior  years. 

Smith  began  her  music  studies  in 
Jennings,  where  she  attended  school.  After 
studying  piano  for  five  years,  she  began 
playing  clarinet  in  the  Jennings  High 


School  marching  band,  where  she  served 
as  section  leader  for  all  four  years  of  her 
study. 

In  her  final  two  years  with  the  high 
school  band,  she  served  as  drum  major. 

Smith  is  studying  music  education  at 
LSU,  where  she  is  also  serving  as  president 
in  the  coming  academic  year  of  a 
professional  music  organization  for 
women.  While  in  Baton  Rouge,  Smith 
attends  University  UMC. 

She  acknowledges  the  gift  that  God  has 
given  her  and  said  her  accomplishments 
were  not  achieved  alone. 


Smith 


Uskichitto  turns  30! 

Formerly  known  as  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Camp,  the  Uskichitto  Retreat 
Center,  a  tri-district  facility  supported 
by  the  Lake  Charles,  Alexandria  and 
Acadiana  Districts,  will  celebrate  its 
30th  anniversary  Oct.  16.  Special 
activities  will  include  music,  hayrides, 
swimming  and  a  celebration  and 
recognition  service. 
Box  lunches  will  be  provided, 
so  mark  your  calendars  now! 
At  right,  members  of  the  recent  Junior 
High  Camp  1  stand  for  a  group  photo. 
Under  the  direction  of  Matt  Harmon, 
the  camp’s  theme  was  ‘How  to  be  a 
F.R.O.G.  (Fully  Rely  On  God).’ 
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Smith  named  new  district  missioner 


Jana  Rousseau  Smith  has  been  named 
as  the  new  Monroe  District  missioner 
following  Fred  Fulton’s  move  into  pastoral 
ministry. 

Smith  recendy  moved  to  Monroe  with 
her  husband,  Kevin,  who  has  been 
appointed  associate  pastor  at  St.  Paul’s 
UMC. 

“Jana  brings  with  her  a  deep 
commitment  to  her  faith  and  to  her 
church,”  Rev.  Marie  P.  Williams,  district 
superintendent,  said. 

“She  has  a  warm,  friendly  personality 
and  her  enthusiasm  is  contagious.  We 
welcome  her  to  the  Monroe  District  and 
look  forward  to  working  with  her  over  the 
years.” 

The  Monroe  District  says  “Hail  and 
Farewell”  to  District  Missioner  Fred  Fulton 


as  he  enters 
the  ministry  as 
pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Tallulah. 

Fulton 
gave  the 
District 
Ministry  Team 
strong 
leadership  as 
he  guided  the 
team  through 
its  formation 
and  first  steps 
in  ministry. 
The  district  has  not  lost  this  gifted  minister 
but,  will  look  forward  to  working  with  him 
in  his  new  appointment. 

Smith  grew  up  in  a  clergy  family  in 


Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  She  graduated 
from  Cotton  Valley  High  School  and  is 
currendy  completing  a  master  of  arts  in 
Christian  Education  at  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 

She  previously  attended  Centenary 
College  and  earned  a  bachelor  of  arts  in 
Communication  from  Southeastern 
Louisiana  University  in  Hammond. 

With  a  background  in  children’s 
ministry,  Smith  served  as  children’s  choir 
director  and  summer  program  coordinator 
for  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hammond. 

She  brings  to  the  job  of  district 
missioner  administrative  experience  with 
home  health  organizations  and  day  care 
programs.  She  also  worked  in  the  business 
office  at  Centenary. 


'Project  Respond'  aids  troubled  area  families 


by  Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 

If  you  want  to  make  a  Christian  difference  in  the  lives  of 
families  in  your  community,  Project  Respond  may  be  the  ticket. 

This  new  mentoring  program  brings  families  together  while 
stressing  family  values.  Families  of  all  economic  and  social  levels 
need  support.  The  project  links  families  who  are  trained  and  able 
to  be  supportive  and  also  provide  a  role  model  for  families  who 
are  facing  the  loss  of  their  children.  Parents  being  mentored  have 
been  told  they  must  enter  the  project  or  the  court  will  remove 
their  children  from  the  family. 

The  idea  is  to  teach  at-risk  families  how  to  deal  with  difficult 
issues  by  sharing  how  healthy  families  react  to  conflict.  The 
healthy  family  listens  and  suggests  options. 

Mentors’  involvement  may  be  as  simple  as  picking  up  the 
mentored  family’s  children  for  church  or  taking  them  to  the 
skating  rink. 

Some  of  the  parents  do  not  know  how  to  be  a  parent  since 


many  come  from  dysfunctional  families. 

“The  parents  are  blind  to  parenting.  They  do  not  see  the  things 
that  are  wrong,”  said  Linda  Christmas,  a  social  worker  with  the 
Office  of  Family  Services  (OFS)  and  one  of  the  supervisors  of 
Project  Respond. 

The  healthy  family  suggests  positive  ways  to  change,  to  forgive 
and  to  learn  new  responses.  The  at-risk  family  is  able  to  ask  their 
partner  family  for  help  and  advice. 

The  aid  is  not  necessarily  financial-each  family  decides  how 
involved  it  wants  to  be  in  the  life  of  the  family  they  are  helping. 

“We  hope  that  families  will  commit  to  this.  The  ideal  is  a 
lifetime  relationship,”  Christmas  said.  “This  is  a  brand  new  idea, 
and  we  are  all  learning.” 

The  project  is  an  ongoing  effort  and  training  for  mentor 
families  will  be  offered  in  a  regular  cycle.  Christmas  said  the  OFS 
will  provide  training  and  will  remain  part  of  the  mentoring  project. 

For  more  information,  about  Project  Respond,  contact 
Christmas  at  (318)  340-0230. 


909  North  18th  Street 
Suite  206 

Monroe,  LA  70201 
(318)  387-7364 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Marie  Williams 

Communication  Advisor 

Lyn  Sheehan 


VIM  banner  available  to  groups 

At  left,  (1  to  r)  Denny  Gamer,  Monroe  District  Ministry  Team  outreach 
leader,  and  Mary  Burton,  Baton  Rouge  District  Ministry  Team  outreach 
leader,  are  pictured  with  the  Volunteers  In  Mission  banner  as  it  hung  in 
the  Gold  Dome  during  Annual  Conference.  A  new  cross  and  flame  had 
just  been  applied  (upper  right  hand  comer  of  banner)  in  recognition  of 
a  Baton  Rouge  District  ‘Takin’  It  to  the  Streets’  project  where  the  banner 
was  used. 

The  vinyl,  all-weather,  colorful,  4’xlO’  banner  is  available  for  display 
during  mission  and  outreach  projects.  Upon  each  project’s  completion,  a 
cross  and  flame  is  presented  to  be  added  to  the  banner.  The  cost  for  using 
the  banner  is  a  description  of  the  outreach  project  activity,  and  the 
church,  group  and  project  leader’s  name  and  contact  information. 


Mission  In  Motion  rolls  through 
Monroe  District 

“Stuff  your  bucket!”  is  the  cry  as  United  Methodists  throughout 
the  Monroe  District  answer  the  call  of  mission. 

The  truck  will  be  stationed  at  First  UMC,  Winnsboro,  July  23- 
August  2. 

The  truck  has  already  visited  West  Monroe,  Monroe  and 
Bastrop. 

For  a  list  of  flood  bucket  supplies  and  packing  instructions, 
contact  the  District  Office  at  (318)  387-7364. 

A  mission  challenge  to  the  Monroe  District  is  to  fill  the  truck 
full  to  brimming  with  flood  buckets. 


Send  us  your  news! 


Contact; 

Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 

P.O.  Box  178 

Columbia,  LA  71418 

TeL  (318)  649-7188 

E-mail:  lyn  sheehan@hotmaiLcom 
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Crump  to  lead  delegation  to  General  Conference 

Kit  r\io *■%  Vam*  -  - 


by  Dian  Kent 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Dr.  Anita  H.  Crump,  former  conference 
lay  leader  and  a  member  of  Bethany  UMC  in 
New  Orleans,  will  lead  the  Conference’s 
delegation  to  General  Conference  May  1-12, 

2000,  in  Cleveland,  Oh. 

Crump  was  elected  the  first  lay  delegate 
in  the  balloting  held  last  month  at  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport.  As  a  result,  she  is 
both  leader  of  the  lay  delegation  and 
chairperson  of  the  entire  delegation. 

Every  quadrennium,  leadership  of  the 
delegation  to  General  Conference  alternates 
between  clergy  and  lay  leaders,  and  the  2000 
delegation  will  be  led  by  the  lay  leader. 

“I  feel  highly  honored  and  grateful  to 
God  for  making  this  possible  and  I  feel 
Christianly  ecstatic  to  have  been  held  in  such 
high  esteem  by  my  fellow  laypersons  to 
receive  their  vote  of  confidence,”  Crump  said 
as  she  looked  ahead  to  the  conference. 

The  General  Conference  delegation  consists  of  five  clergy  and 
five  lay  members. 

At  Bethany  UMC,  Dr.  Crump  serves  as  chairwoman  of  the 
Administrative  Board;  lay  delegate  to  Annual  Conference;  member 
of  the  Staff  Parish  Relations  Committee;  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Nominations  and  Personnel;  member  of  the  Committee  on 


Finance  and  is  a  certified  lay  speaker.  In  past 
years  at  Bethany,  she  has  served  as 
chairwoman  of  the  Work  Area  on  Education; 
the  Auditing  Committee;  the  Day  Care  Center 
Board;  and  Communications.  She  has  also 
been  Vacation  Bible  School  director,  30th 
anniversary  chairwoman,  a  Sunday  school 
teacher  and  secretary. 

At  the  conference  level,  Crump  is  the 
conference  lay  leader  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Episcopacy  Committee.  In  the 
New  Orleans  District,  Crump  serves  on  the 
District  Board  of  Finance,  and  1999  Vacation 
Bible  School  Committee.  She  has  served  as 
chairperson  of  the  District  Council  on 
Ministries,  associate  lay  leader,  secretary  of  the 
District  Council  on  Ministries  and  as  the  New 
Orleans  District  STEP  coordinator.  She  also  is 
presenter  for  lay  leaders  and  Vacation  Bible 
School  directors  for  the  New  Orleans,  Baton 
Rouge  and  the  North  Shore  Districts. 

Crump  said  she  feels  that  her  involvement,  dedication  and 
concern  for  the  UMC  has  prepared  her  to  address,  with  sound 
judgment,  the  legislative  issues  facing  the  church  in  the  21st 
century.  Her  involvement  with  community  and  education- 
based  organizations  and  associations  has  also  prepared  her  for 
making  crucial  decisions. 


Dr.  Anita  Crump 

Photo  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 


District  to  host  array  of  workshops  in  coming  months 


3401  Canal  Sreet 
New  Orleans,  LA  70119 
(504)  488-5430 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Dian  Kent 


The  congregation  of  Aurora  UMC  in 
Algiers  recently  constructed  a  “living 
cross’  with  flowers  out  of  members’ 
gardens  in  memory  of  Christ’s  sacrifice. 


Let  us  tell  your  story. . . 

If  you  have  a  story  to  tell  about  your 
church  or  its  members,  please  contact 

District  Communication  Advisor 
Dian  Kent  at  (504)  368-2567.  You 

may  also  contact  the  District  Office  at 
(504)  488-5430.  Let’s  get  the  word  out. 


Because  there  were  over  40  outreach 
ministry-related  concerns  voiced  by 
churches  during  discernment  visits,  the 
New  Orleans  District  Ministry  Team  has 
planned  several  workshops  in  the  near 
future.  The  workshops  are  designed  to 
provide  support  and  planning  information 
for  all  segments  of  the  local  church,  District 
Missioner  Barbara  Murray  said. 

Bridging  the  Gap  to  the  21st  Century 

Cornerstone  UMC  will  be  the  setting  for 
a  congregational  development  seminar 
presented  by  the  New  Orleans  District  and 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Aug.  20-21. 

Subject  areas  for  the  seminar  will  be: 

Starting  small  group  ministries 

Establishing  a  prison  ministry 

Demographics  and  community- 
based  ministry 

Attracting  new  members  and  re¬ 
attracting  old  ones 

Grant  writing  and  501(c)(3) 
development 

Leadership  development. 

Rev.  Joe  Connelly,  pastor  of 
Cornerstone  UMC  and  coordinator  of  the 
workshop,  said  he  is  excited  about  the 
information  that  will  be  presented. 

For  more  information  or  to  register, 
contact  him  at  (504)  242-4090  or  the  District 
Office  at  (504)  488-5430. 

Registration  is  $25  per  church,  which 
allows  four  members  to  attend. 

Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  the 
New  Orleans  District  and  mailed  to  the 
District  Office  at  3401  Canal  St.,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70119- 
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Thom  Douglas  Music  and  Drama 
Workshop 

Thom  Douglas,  a  faculty  member  at 
Camegie-Mellon  University,  will  conduct  a 
music  and  drama  workshop  Oct  29-30  at 
Cornerstone  UMC. 

Douglas  said  he  will  challenge 
workshop  participants  to  discover  radical, 
personal  relationships  with  God  that  will 
revolutionize  lives  and  have  a  much 
needed  impact  upon  the  world. 

Participants  have  a  unique  opportunity 
to  help  design  the  workshop.  Douglas 
would  like  to  have  discussion  topics 
presented  prior  to  the  event,  so  he  can 
shape  his  presentation  according  to  the 
needs  of  individual  churches. 

Specific  questions  and  comments 
relating  to  piano,  organ,  instrumental 
music,  choir  and  drama  may  be  sent  to 
District  Missioner  Barbara  Murray  at  the 
District  Office  address  listed  above. 

All  questions  and  comments  must  be 
received  by  July  30. 

Registration  fees  are  $25  per  adult  and 


$10  per  child  or  youth. 

To  pre-register  or  for  more  information, 
contact  Murray  at  the  District  Office  at  (504) 
488-5430. 

Senior  Adult  Workshop 

Dr.  Linda  Vogel,  professor  of  Christian 
Education  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  II.,  will 
lead  the  senior  adult  workshop,  “A  Time  to 
Live,”  Sept.  18  at  Rayne  Memorial  UMC. 

Author  of  The  Religious  Education  of 
Older  Adults,  Vogel  will  give  an  overview 
of  the  promise  and  opportunities  present  in 
the  church’s  ministry  to  senior  adults. 

Participants  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
participate  in  two  of  the  following 
workshops: 

Nutrition  and  Physical  Fitness 

Caring  for  the  Caregiver 

Ministry  for  and  by  Seniors 

Sharing  Our  Stories  Together. 

Registration  is  $5  per  person. 

For  more  information  or  to  register, 
contact  Rev.  Carol  Sherer  at  (504)  899-3431. 


The  New  Orleans 
District  Mission 
In  Motion 
collection  filled 
more  than  575 
flood  buckets  in 
April. 

Don  Schaneville 
of  Gretna  UMC 
and  Paul 
Galloway  of  Lake 
Vista  UMC  served 
as  co-chairs  of 
the  effort. 
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Your  church  is  already  a  mission  church! 


by  Linda  Hair,  Field  Representative 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Your  church  is  already  a  mission 
church!  By  paying  your  World  Service 
apportionment,  conference  benevolence 
and  other  apportioned  funds,  your 
church  helps  support  United  Methodist 
missionaries  in  over  100  countries 
around  the  world.  Through  The  Advance 
for  Christ  and  His  Church,  you  have 
another  opportunity  to  share  your  faith 
in  the  power  of  God’s  love,  another 
chance  to  give  to  specific  ministries  in 
specific  places  of  interest  to  you. 
Through  The  Advance,  you  can  join  the 
partnership  as  we  “go  into  all  the  world 
and  proclaim  the  good  news  to  the 
whole  creation.”  (Mark  16: 15,  NRSV) 

The  Advance  is  second-mile  giving.  It 


is  designated  to  specific  projects, 
voluntary,  reliable  and  unique  because 
100  percent  goes  to  the  project  you 
choose!  Gifts  are  sent  through  the  local 
church  treasurer  and  should  be  clearly 
marked  with  an  Advance  project  name 
and  code  number. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  contributed 
$168,631  to  The  Advance  in  1998.  This 
included  $32,781  going  to  missionary 
personnel,  $10,506  to  priority  ministries, 
$81,011  to  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  $38,129 
to  all  other  projects  outside  the  United 
States,  and  $6,204  to  all  other  projects 
inside  the  United  States. 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  the  top  giving 
churches  as  shown  in  the  chart  below. 


Louisiana  Conference  1998  Top  Ten  Churches 
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Total  Advance  Giving  1998 
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St.  Timothy  UMC,  North  Shore 

m 

3. 

St.  Paul's  UMC,  Monroe 

■ 

5. 

First  UMC,  DeRidder 

■ 

7. 

Lake  Providence  UMC 

n 

9. 

Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell 

Si  2.  University  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

Q  4.  Munholland  UMC,  Metairie 

H  6.  Baker  UMC 

HI  8.  First  UMC,  New  Iberia 

1!  10.  St.  Luke's  UMC,  New  Orleans 


United  Methodists  increase  giving  by  $1 2M 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Giving  by  United  Methodists  for 
church-wide  ministries  and 

administration  increased  by  7  percent  for 
the  first  half  of  1999,  compared  with  the 
same  period  last  year. 

When  fund-raising  for  disaster  relief 
and  other  “second-mile”  needs  are 
added  in,  total  giving  to  the  church  rose 
nearly  $12  million,  to  $63.4  million, 
according  to  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  in  Evanston,  111.  That  represents 
a  23  percent  jump  in  total  giving,  and  it 
reflects  special  offerings  and  Advance 
fund  contributions,  which  fluctuate  from 
year  to  year  as  church  members  respond 
to  crises  and  disasters  around  the  world. 

The  7  percent  increase  in  giving  to  the 
eight  apportioned  funds  eclipsed  a  1.8 
percent  increase  for  the  same  period  of 
1998.  The  apportioned  funds  support  the 
denomination’s  church-wide  ministries 
and  administration.  They  are  paid 
through  apportionments,  or  “askings,” 
requested  of  the  66  U.S.  annual 
conferences,  or  regional  units  of  the 
church. 

John  Schreiber,  an  associate  general 


secretary  for  GCFA,  attributed  the 
increase  in  giving  to  two  factors. 

“I  think  it’s  just  a  continuation  of  a 
trend  that’s  been  in  place  for  the  last  few 
years — the  impact  of  not  raising  the 
apportionments  by  large  amounts  and 
the  good  economy,”  he  said. 

Last  year,  the  apportionment  that  the 
denomination  requested  of  each  annual 
conference  was  kept  flat.  This  year, 
however  it  increased  2  percent,  so  the 
annual  conferences  exceeded  that  by  5 
additional  percentage  points. 

The  annual  conferences  have  paid  a 
higher  percentage  of  their 
apportionments  so  far  this  year.  As  of 
June,  $37.1  million  had  been  sent  in  for 
the  apportioned  general  funds,  which  is 
31  percent  of  the  amount  requested  for 
this  year.  At  the  same  time  last  year,  the 
annual  conferences  had  paid  29  percent 
of  their  apportionments. 

Our  records  show  that  it  has  been  16 
years  since  30  percent  or  more  of 
general  fund  apportionments  were 
received  by  the  end  of  the  second 
quarter  of  the  year,”  according  to  a 
GCFA  statement. 


The  Louisiana  UnrteO  Methrtist 


CONNECTED  THROUGH  'A  PORTION  MENT'  FOR  OTHERS 


ping  c 

by  Leslie  Sanders,  Social  Worker 
Methodist  Children’s  Home, 

Ruston 

I  am  a  social  worker  for  James 
House  at  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston. 

Some  of  the  children  who  are 
here  are  here  because  they  have 
parents  who  love  them  and  are 
trying  to  help  them.  They  have 
come  to  us  and  asked  for  help. 

Others  have  come  because  they 
don’t  have  mothers  and  fathers.  Some  of 
them  have  lost  their  parents  very  young 
in  life.  Some  have  been  raped,  beaten, 
abandoned,  and  abused  by  the  very 
people  who  are  there  to  protect  them 
and  love  them. 

At  such  a  young  age,  they  are  dealing 
with  so  many  very,  very  painful  issues. 
That’s  basically  what  we  are  here  for  —  to 
reach  out  a  hand,  to  try  to  be  there  to 
support  them  when  they  need  a  listening 


lllrom  God” 

ear.  Sometimes  it’s  just  a 
hug  that  they  need.  I  have 
one  little  girl  who,  every 
time  she  sees  me,  no 
matter  where  she  is  on 
campus,  she’ll  spot  me 
and  come  running.  She’s 
got  to  have  that  hug  every 
time.  These  kids  need  that 
so  badly. 

There’s  no  way,  in  this 
brief  article,  I  can  tell  you 
everything  I  have  learned  and  everything 
I  have  seen,  or  even  half  of  what  we  do. 
But,  I  did  want  to  say  thank  you  for  the 
help  that  you  have  given  to  us.  You  are 
allowing  us  to  be  able  to  reach  out  to 
these  children.  When  you  help  us,  you 
are  being  a  parent  to  these  children  in  a 
way  that  they  otherwise  may  not  have 
had  in  their  lives. 

I  want  to  share  this  poem  with  you  as 
a  final  word  of  thanks: 


Sanders 


When  You  Thought  I  Wasn’t  Looking 

When  you  thought  I  wasn’t  looking, 

I  saw  you  hang  my  first  picture  on  the  refrigerator, 

And  I  wanted  to  paint  another  one. 

When  you  thought  I  wasn’t  looking, 

I  saw  you  feed  a  stray  cat. 

And  I  thought  it  was  good  to  be  kind  to  animals. 

When  you  thought  I  wasn’t  looking, 

I  saw  you  make  my  favorite  cake  just  for  me. 

And  I  knew  that  little  things  are  special. 

When  you  thought  I  wasn’t  looking, 

I  heard  you  say  a  prayer, 

And  I  believed  that  there’s  a  God  I  can  always  talk  to. 

When  you  thought  I  wasn’t  looking, 

I  felt  you  kiss  me  goodnight. 

And  I  felt  loved. 

When  you  thought  I  wasn’t  looking,  I  saw  tears  come  from  your  eyes, 
And  I  learned  that  sometimes  things  hurt. 

But  it’s  okay  to  cry. 

When  you  thought  I  wasn’t  looking, 

I  saw  that  you  cared, 

And  I  wanted  to  be  everything  that  I  could  be. 

When  you  thought  I  wasn’t  looking, 

I  looked, 

And  I  wanted  to  say  thank-you  for  all  the  things  that  I  saw, 


Do  you  know  these  people  and  do  you  know  what  they’re  doing?  Hint:  it 
has  to  do  with  music  and  joy  and  sweating  and  eating,  of  course  (it  was  a 
United  Methodist  event)...and  you  can  share  in  the  experience,  even  if  you 
weren’t  there.  Photo  by 

How,  you  might  be  saying?  The  answer  is  coming  soon...  Bobbie  Armstrong 
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The  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  in  New  Orleans,  which 
received  a  portion  of  the  school 
supplies  collected  at  Annual 
Conference  in  June,  wishes  a 
heartfelt  thank  you  to  everyone 
who  generously  contributed. 


Girls  night  out  at  Carpenter's  Chapel  is  a  'lock  in' 


Joyous  blessings  were  poured  on  the 
20  ladies  (pictured  above)  who  attended 
the  Ladies  Spiritual  Retreat  at  Carpenter’s 
Chapel  UMC  in  Prairieville  May  28-29-  It 
had  been  years  since  many  of  them  had 
attended  an  all-night  slumber  party  “lock  in.” 

Friday  evening,  the  women 
participated  in  a  powerful  service  which 
featured  the  Broadmoor  UMC  (Baton 
Rouge)  liturgical  dance  choir  leading  an 
interpretive  dance  of  the  gospel.  The 
evening  closed  with  Holy  Communion. 

Saturday  morning  brought  singing, 
breakfast  prepared  by  the  men  of  the 
church  and  a  seminar  led  by  Susan 


Ferguson  of  Christ  UMC.  She  led  the 
women  in  a  four-part  study  on  spiritual 
gifts— what  they  are  and  how  God  wants 
us  to  use  them. 

* 

This  event  promises  to  be  an  ongoing 
method  of  God  helping  us  to  grow  as 
disciples. 

If  you  would  like  information  about 
the  church,  please  call  the  office  at  (225) 
622-1266,  or  drop  by  and  visit  our 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  at 
10:30.  The  church  is  located  at  41200 
Hwy  933  in  Prairieville,  just  outside  of 
Baton  Rouge.. 


In  Memoriam 

father,  Mr.  Melvin  Scott.  His  funeral  was 
held  July  17  at  First  UMC,  McMinnville, 
TN. 

Rev.  Doris  Sheppard,  pastor,  Caddo 
Heights  UMC,  Shreveport,  on  the  death 
of  her  grandson,  Shelton  Scott 
Pennington,  18,  July  11.  His  funeral  was 
held  July  14  at  North  Highlands  UMC  in 
Shreveport  with  Rev.  Mark  Benge 
officiating. 


CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  CALENDAR 


July 

2-6 

Natinal  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  (NYMO), 

25-31 

VIM  Heifer  Project  Youth  Work 

Knoxville,  TN 

Camp,  Perryville,  Ark. 

3 

Orientation  for  New  Clergy, 

26-29 

Ministers’  Week,  Conference 

Conference  Office,  Baton  Rouge 

Center 

5-8 

VIM,  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

28-Aug.l Youth  99,  University  of 

5-15 

VIM,  Wasilla,  Alaska 

Tennessee,  Knoxville 

August 

VIM  Mysterious  Mission  Trip, 

Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 

6-8 

Epiphany  #5,  Jetson  Correctional 
Center  for  Youth 

1-7 

13-14 

Academy  4  (Spiritual  Direction), 
Baton  Rouge 

Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Rev.  Greg  Davis,  pastor,  Mangum 
UMC,  on  the  death  of  his  stepfather  July  6. 

Rev.  Lou  Ann  Asbury,  appointed  to 
attend  school  (Monroe  District),  on  the 
death  of  her  mother,  July  6.  Her  funeral 
was  held  July  9  in  Houston. 

Mrs.  Melanie  Scott-Welch,  wife  of 
Rev.  Dick  Scott-Welch,  pastor  of 
Jennings  UMC,  on  the  death  of  her 


LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK 

A  look  at  upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 

Mark  Oct.  7-9  on  your  calendars  for  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  meeting  in  New  Orleans  at  the  Ramada  On  Canal 
hotel. 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  will  preside  over  the  opening  worship  service  and  music  for 
the  event  will  be  provided  by  local  church  and  community  choir.  Workshops  will 
focus  on  spirituality,  ministerial  strategies,  violence  and  the  black  church, 
stewardship  and  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  2000. 

Come  and  join  this  jurisdictional  body  whose  goal  is  to  strengthen  the  local  church 
for  the  21st  century.  Cost  for  the  event  is  $75.  Contact  Rev.  Karl  Clark  at  (504)  949- 
1273  for  registration  information.  (E-mail  is  kmclark@bellsouth.net.) 

The  Louisiana  Conference  is  offering  a  chance  this  fall  to  break  away  from  busy 
schedules  and  seek  “the  breath  of  God.”  Two  Watch  and  Pray  Silent  Retreats  will 
be  held  at  the  Conference  Center.  The  Women’s  Retreat  is  Sept.  26-29  and  the 
Men’s  Retreat  will  follow  Oct.  3-6.  Each  will  have  room  for  64  participants  who 
have  a  common  desire  to  know  God  through,  prayer,  meditation,  contemplation  and 
daily  worship.  Silence  will  begin  following  evening  worship  the  first  night  and  will 
continue  throughout  the  retreat. 

The  cost  of  the  event  is  $218,  with  a  $100  deposit  due  with  registration.  This 
covers  three  nights  lodging  and  all  meals.  Contact  Rev.  Carol  Cotton  Winn  at  (5040 
639-9531  for  the  Women’s  Retreat  and  Rev.  Carl  Rhoads  at  (225)  346-1646  for  the 
Men’s  Retreat. 

Tour  the  Holy  Land  with  Trinity  UMC  (Ruston).  Have  your  faith  refreshed 
and  your  knowledge  of  the  Bible  brought  to  life.  Walk  where  Jesus  walked,  stand 
where  he  taught  and  fed  multitudes  and  pray  in  the  garden  where  he  prayed.  Revs. 
Fred  Wideman  and  Roily  Walker  will  lead  this  faith-inspiring  journey  Feb.  16-25, 
2000.  The  cost  is  $2,048  per  person,  which  includes  roundtrip  airfare  from  Little 
Rock,  Ark.  Call  (318)  251-0750  for  more  information. 

STEPPPIN’  OUT,  a  gala  to  benefit  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans  will  held  Saturday,  Sept.  25  at  the  Fairmont  Hotel’s  Imperial  Ballroom.  This 
year’s  event  stars  singer  Lou  Rawls.  For  ticket  information,  call  (504)  244-5469. 


Opportunity 

Noel  Memorial  UMC  in  Shreveport  is  looking  for  a  director  of  their  Class  A 
Childcare  and  Preschool  Center/Church  Nursery.  Must  meet  state  licensing 
requirements  for  director.  Send  a  resume  with  salary  expectations  and  cover  letter 
to  Sue  Kamm,  Noel  UMC,  520  Herndon  Street,  Shreveport,  LA  71101. 


Local  pastors  recognized  at  Annual  Conference 


Completed  Course  of  Study  School: 


Will  K.  Andress 
David  C.  Carton 
Clifton  C.  Conrad,  Sr. 
Charles  R.  Cosentino 
Earline  T.  Guidry 


Nolan  M.  Robinson 
Clyde  T.  Smith 
Carol  Ann  Sutton 
Barry  A. 
Whittington,  Sr. 


Please  see  picture ,  front  page,  July  9  issue. 


Local  pastors  (first  appointment) 


Lawrence  Benson,  Jr. 
David  L.  Bricker 
Janie  S.  Burch 
Elizabeth  Emmanuel 
Fred  W.  Fulton 
Frances  Guy 
E.  Carroll  Johnson 
Terry  Lindsay 
Clingon  P.  Lovell 


William  H.  McClain 
Carolyn  G.  Ross 
Doris  Sheppard 
Bill  E.  Strawbridge 
Betty  Lou  Swanson 
Dorcas  A.  Thornton 
William  V.  Turner 
Jimmy  Walker 
Joseph  R.  Wilson 


Don’t  forget  to  look  for  the  LUM  Review  on  the  Louisiana  Conference 

Website! 

The  address  is:  http://www.gbgm-umc.org/louisiana-conference/ 
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'It's  time  to  stop  the  violence' 

Tragic  night  leads  pastor  to  youth 


by  Bobbie  Armstrong 
Editor 

To  most  of  us,  it  is  incomprehensible- 
-youth  being  killed  by  youth.  Yet,  it’s 
reality.  We  watch  the  stories  unfold  on 
TV,  far-removed  from  the  aftermath  of 
the  violence  in  other  people’s  lives.  From 
the  comfort  of  our  easy  chairs  we  ask, 
“What  can  I  do?” 

Rev.  Robert  Ross,  pastor  of  Evangeline 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  asked  that 
question,  too,  and  his  answer  has  come- 
-not  in  the  gentle,  quiet  way  we  expect 
God  to  answer  our  questions,  but 
through  a  jolting, 
tragic  event  that 
took  the  lives  of 
five  children  in 
his  community. 

On  a  Saturday 
night  last  month, 
the  hand  of  God 
directed  Ross 
onto  the  scene  of 
unthinkable 
horror  six  blocks 
from  his  church. 

It  was  so  routine, 
he  says.  He  was 
driving  to  the 
church  around 
9:30  to  get  something  he 
needed  for  the  next  day’s 
sermon. 

Suddenly,  an  emergency 
vehicle  passed  him, 
rounded  the  comer  at 
North  Foster  Drive  and 
stopped.  Ross,  one  of  two  Louisiana 
Conference  disaster  response  coordinators, 
pulled  behind  the  EMS  vehicle  and  got  out 
of  his  truck. 

“It  was  like  walking  into  a  war  zone,” 
Ross  says,  the  grief  still  choking  his 
words. 

His  eyes  fill  with  tears  as  he  describes 
the  scene  he  walked  into.  “There  was 
mass  confusion  and  carnage  everywhere. 
There  were  kids  bleeding  and  I  saw  a  leg 


lying  on  the  ground.  People^  were 
screaming.  EMS  people  were  loading 
these  beautiful  children  (dead)  covered 
with  sheets  onto  the  vehicles.”  He  pauses 
for  a  moment  to  recover  and  shake  the 
image  away. 

“It  was  like  being  in  a  dream,”  he  says, 
“like  it  wasn’t  real.  I  knew... I  knew  I  had 
to  do  something  to  help  these  people 
heal  and  to  somehow  help  stop  this 
violence.”  • 

The  incident  that  Ross  had  been 
guided  to  was  one  of  the  most 
devastating  in  Baton  Rouge  history:  A 


Youth  are  among  the  Baton  Rouge  residents  who 
attended  “Evangeline  JAM  (Jesus  and  Me)”  at 
Evangeline  UMC  a  week  after  tragedy  struck  their 
community  in  July.  Five  of  their  peers  died  in  a  hit- 
and-run  slaughter  on  a  neighborhood  street. 
Photos  for  this  story  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 


fight  broke  up  a  birthday  party  on 
Wilmot  Street.  As  the  gathering 
dispersed,  a  group  of  teen-agers  crossed 
the  street  and  were  standing  on  the  side 
of  North  Foster  Drive  when  a  hit  and  run 
driver  intentionally  swerved  off  the  road 
and  plowed  through  them  going  an 
estimated  60  mph.  Two  of  the  group, 
boys  age  13  and  19,  died  on  the  scene; 
three  other  young  men,  age  15,  16  and 
Please  see  Tragic  night,  page  8. 


'Hear  Our  Prayer'CDs, tapes  are  here! 


On  the  Sunday  night  before  Annual  Conference  ’99  a  very  special  musical  event  took 
place  in  Shreveport.  A  recording  of  the  evening  is  now  available  Please  see  Conf. 
page  3  for  the  story  and  ordering  information. 

Photo  by  Brian  Lewis 

Academy,  Track  One,  seeking  leaders 
Aug.  1 5  deadline  for  1 999-2000  sessions 


After  completing  its  inaugural  year  to 
rave  reviews  from  participants,  the 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  is 
looking  for  60  new  sojoumers-30  laity 
and  30  clergy-to  participate  in  the  1999- 
2000  Track  One  series.  Each  retreat,  held 
at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth, 
is  designed  to  raise  up  spiritual  leaders  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  who  make 
disciples  for  Christ. 

In  the  course  of  the  coming  year, 
workshop  themes  will  be: 

Connecting  to  Our  Calling-Dr. 

Gregory  Jones,  Duke  Divinity  School. 

Connecting  to  Our  Souls-Rev.  Wendy 
.  Miller,  Eastern  Mennonite  School. 

Connecting  to  the  Community-Dr. 

Emilie  Townes,  Union  Theological 
Seminary. 

Connecting  to  the  Congregation-Dr. 

.  William  Lawrence,  Metropolitan 
Memorial  UMC,  Washington  D.C. 


The  retreats  engage  sojourners  in  a 
variety  of  spiritual  disciplines.  At  the 
heart  of  the  process  is  a  daily  rhythm 
which  includes  morning  worship,  class 
time,  reflection  time,  covenant  groups, 
evening  worship  and  Holy  Communion. 

The  cost  for  the  Academy,  Track  One, 
is  $250  and  includes  room,  meals  and 
registration  fee  for  all  the  retreats. 
Applicants  are  expected  to  be  active 
members  of  a  UM  church  where  they  are 
already  giving  leadership. 

THE  DEADLINE  FOR  APPLYING  IS 
AUG.  15. 

Brochures  and  applications  are 
available  from  district  offices  or  the 
Conference  Office  at  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 
Please  direct  questions  to  Rev.  Carole 
Cotton  Winn,  director  for  the  Academy  at 
199  Trenton  Drive,  Slidell,  LA  70461. 
Phone:  (504)  639-9531. 
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Being  and  Doing 


Bishop  Solomon  has  invited  a  member  of  the  Mission 
Cabinet  to  write  the  “Being  and  Doing”  column  for  this 
issue.  Guest  columnist  for  this  issue  is  Dr.  Alonzo 
Campbell,  director  of  Special  Ministries. 


Visions  of  hope 


John  Kilinger  writes  in  his  volume 
entitled,  Preaching  the  New  Millennium  , 
“Many  times  have  we  heard  people  in 
sorrow  or  difficulty  quote  the  words  of 
Paul  in  Romans:  “We  know  that  all  things 
work  together  for  good  for  those  who 
love  God,  who  are  called  according  to 
God’s  purpose  (Romans  8:28).”  Just  as 
people  need  hope  to  survive,  it  is  an 
essential  ingredient  for  the  peaceful 
longevity  of  local  congregations. 
Therefore,  what  is  God’s  calling  for  the 
Conference  Office  of  Special  Ministries  to 
engender  hope?  Let  us  visualize  this 
Collage  of  Hope: 

No.  1)  A  Shalom  Zone  Health  Clinic 
was  attended  by  more  than  350 
individuals  at  St.  Paul  UMC,  Shreveport,  in 
May,  1 999-  Dr.  George  Thomas,  Caddo 
Parish  Shalom  coordinator,  was  the  leader. 

No.  2)  The  dream  of  a  new  facility  and 
ministry  at  Jewella  UMC,  Shreveport,  is 
on  the  journey  to  reality.  This 
collaborative,  connectional  enterprise 
includes  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (GBGM);  the  Conference 
Board  of  Church  Extension,  Rev  Greg 
Davis,  chair;  former  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent  Bobby  Potter  and  current 
District  Superintendent  William  Peeples; 
the  Jewella  Church,  Dr.  Willie  Henry, 
pastor;  and  the  Conference  Office  of 
Special  Ministries. 

No.  3)  The  Baton  Rouge  District 
Inclusivity  Team  accepted  the  mission  of 
partnering  churches  for  a  mutual  ministry. 
Dr.  Phil  Woodland  serves  as  chair.  Dr. 
Leslie  Norris,  district  superintendent,  is 
supportive  of  the  group’s  work. 

No.  4)  On  a  hot,  100-degree  summer 
day  in  August,  1998,  Monroe  District 
Superintendent  Marie  Williams,  Cathy 
Fulwood  of  the  GBGM,  former  District 
Missioner  Fred  Fulton  and  myself  met 
with  Pastor  Anice  Moses  and  a  packed- 
to-capacity  Mt.  Nebo  UMC  (Washington 


Circuit).  As  a  result  of  this  gathering,  a 
new  facility  at  Mt.  Nebo  will  replace  the 
old  one. 

No.  5)  Rev.  Kirby  Verrett  and  our 
Native  American  sisters  and  brothers  are 
awaiting  word  from  the  GBGM  regarding 
a  grant  for  a  recreational  vehicle  park 
ministry  at  Dulac. 

No.  6)  In  New  Orleans,  Shalom  Zone 
Ministry  served  as  the  seed  for  a  Creative 
Arts  Center  at  Thompson  UMC  and  the 
enhancement  of  spiritual  growth  for  at- 
risk  children  at  First  Street  UMC.  Rev. 
Williams  Jones  is  Thompson’s  pastor  and 
Rev.  Abraham  Davis  is  the  pastor  of  First 
Street. 

No.  7)  Our  Hispanic  Ministry  initiative 
has  resulted  in  two  missionary  pastors 
from  the  GBGM  being  appointed  by 
Bishop  Dan  Solomon. 

No.  8)  A  growing  number  of  our 
conference  churches  are  becoming 
recipients  of  innovative  notions  through 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  of  The 
Unite d  Methodist  Church’s  Strengthening 
the  Black  Church  for  the  21th  Century 
initiative.  Lay  representatives  and  pastors 
from  a  particular  church  travel  to  a 
church  which  serves  as  a  Congregational 
Resource  Center  for  training. 

Yes,  sisters  and  brothers,  there  are 
challenges  in  the  church,  but  all  things 
will  work  together  for  good  for  God’s 
people.  If  you  and  your  church  are  being 
led  by  God  to  explore  a  ministry  such  as 
those  pictured  in  this  Collage  of  Hope, 
please  contact  me  at: 

The  Conference  Office  of  Special 
Ministries 

Roberts  United  Methodist  Church 

201  Julia  Street 

P.O.  Box  193 

Denham  Springs,  LA  7072 6 
Phone:  (225)  664-7979 
Fax:  (225)  664-7955 

E-mail:  robumc@bellsouth.net 


Forty  two  members 
of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council 
on  Youth  Ministries 
recently  traveled  to 
Mount  Sequoyah  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark.,  to 
attend  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional 
Youth  Ministry 
Convocation. 


Mission  study  book  edited  by  Yocom 
offers  'unique  approach'  for  mission  study 

New  Wineskins:  Faithful  Mission  in  the  21st  Century 


A  new  mission  study  guide  called 
New  Wineskins:  Faithful  Mission  in  the 
21st  Century  edited  by  Dr.  Rena  Yocom, 
executive  director,  Louisiana  Conference 
Mission  and  Ministries,  is  now  available 
from  the  Service  Center  of 
the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (GBGM). 

Yocom  states  in  the 
book’s  introduction,  “This 
study  book  presents  a 
unique  approach.  The 
format  is  an  anthology  or 
reader  in  mission.  You  will 
find  various  perspectives 
from  professors, 

missiologists  and  other 
writers  who  share  their 
insights  concerning  the 
nature,  history  and  new  possibilities  for 
mission... it  is  like  an  a  la  carte  menu 
from  which  you  choose  to  linger  over 
the  tastiest  morsels.” 

Although  recently  released,  the  book 
has  already  received  rave  reviews  from 


those  who  have  used  it  as  a  text  for 
Courses  of  Study  and  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission. 

Larry  Rankin,  from  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference  says,  “I  am  reading  through 
the  articles  and  I  find  myself 
wanting  to  share  them  with 
my  colleagues...” 

Yocom,  a  deacon  in  full 
connection,  serves  as  vice- 
president  of  the  World 
Association  for  Christian 
Communication  and  is 
president  of  the  North 
America  Regional 

Association.  During  her 
seven  years  as  an  associate 
general  secretary  at  the 
GBGM,  she  coordinated  two 
Global  Gatherings. 

To  order  your  copy,  call  the  Service 
Center  at  1  (800)  305-9857.  Or  write  to: 
Service  Center,  GBGM,  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  7820  Reading  Road, 
Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222. 


Conference  youth  heading  for  New  York, 
Washington  D.C.  in  fall 


The  first  official  Louisiana 
Conference-sponsored  United  Nations- 
Washington  D.C.  Seminar  Tour  was  held 
in  November  of  1989.  That  was  the 
beginning  of  the  opportunity  for  youth 
to  become  more  informed  on  issues 
outside  their  local  surroundings.  This 
year’s  tour  will  be  from  Nov.  19-27. 
Seminar  topics  have  ranged  from  urban 
youth  concerns  to  the  Israeli-Palestine 
conflict.  This  year  we  will  concentrate  on 
the  Status  of  Youth  and  Christianity  in 
Russia  and  Cuba. 

The  seminar  is  open  to  youth  entering 
the  11th  grade  through  college 
sophomores.  The  group  will  travel  by 
bus  to  Washington  D.C.  where  they  will 
worship  at  the  National  Cathedral,  visit 
the  Smithsonian  Institute,  meet  Louisiana 
state  representatives  serving  in 
Washington,  tour  the  Capital  and  many 
of  the  monuments,  and  begin  the 
seminar  with  the  folks  at  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  located  in 
Washington. 

On  the  way  to  New  York,  the  tour  will 


stop  at  Arlington  Cemetery  and  watch  the 
changing  of  the  guard  at  the  tomb  of  the 
unknown  soldier.  While  in  New  York, 
the  seminar  will  continue  at  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  It  also  will 
tour  the  United  Nations  building  and 
attend  a  Broadway  play  and  the  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  Christmas  Spectacular. 

Youth  who  are  interested  in 
broadening  their  understanding  of  the 
connectional  church  and  how  to  be  in 
ministry  to  others  around  the  world 
should  be  supported  in  participating  in 
this  year’s  tour. 

The  cost  for  the  entire  tour  is  $500, 
including  housing,  transportation  and 
admission  tickets.  Registration  and  a  $300 
deposit  is  due  by  Sept.  1;  final  payment 
is  due  by  Oct.  1.  Space  is  limited  to  the 
first  40  registrants. 

“This  is  a  great  opportunity  for  a  youth 
to  represent  your  local  church,”  says 
Carolyn  Dove,  conference  youth  director. 
“Help  them  make  it  happen!” 

Contact  Dove  at  (225)  346-1646  for 
details  and  a  registration  form. 


Scholarships  available  for  jurisdictional 
restorative  justice  conference 


A  jurisdictional  training  session  on 
Restorative  and  Racial  Justice  will  be 
held  Sept.  16-18  in  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  encourages  anyone 
interested  in  restorative  justice  to  attend. 
Scholarships  for  tuition  are  available. 


For  more  information  or  to  apply  for 
a  scholarship,  contact: 

Rev.  Steven  L.  Porter,  Westlake  UMC 
P.O.  Box  536 
Westlake,  LA  70669 
Fax:  (318)  433-8424 
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#Hear  Our  Prayer'  recording  available;  order  today 


"Hear  Our  Prayer" 

Order  your  copy  today! 


Name: 


Address: 


CD’s  @  $15 
Tapes  @  $10 

Shipping 

Total 


$2.00 


Please  make  checks  payable  to  Grace  Community  Church. 

Send  order  form  and  check  to: 

Grace  Community  Church 
9400  Elerbe  Road 
Shreveport,  LA  71106 

For  more  information  about  this  project,  please  call 

018)  865-2070 

or  e-mail:  Stacyhood@aol.com 
Web  address:  www.gracehappens.com 


by  Rob  Weber,  Pastor 

Grace  Community  UMC,  Shreveport 

On  Jan.  20,  1999,  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  gathered  in  Alexandria.  As  we 
discussed  the  leadership  situation  in  the 
conference,  the  registrar  reported  that 
within  four  years,  27  percent  of  the 
churches  in  Louisiana  now  being  served 
by  an  elder  in  full  connection  would  no 
longer  have  that  option.  This  was  a 
disturbing  statistic  to  hear. 

Shortly  after  that  report,  we  stood  up 
to  sing  and  I  felt  myself  filled  with  mixed 
emotions:  joy  at  the  gathering  and  lifting 
of  voices  together  in  praise  as  they  have 
been  lifted  for  so  many  generations,  but 
sadness  and  a  sense  of  urgency  about 
the  future.  I  didn’t  want  to  believe  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  I  love  was 
going  to  fade  away.  I  didn’t  want  to 
believe  that  the  flame  that  has  burned  so 
brightly  in  the  past  was  to  become  a 
flicker  in  the  not-so-distant  future.  It  was 
one  of  those  moments  in  which  joy  and 
sadness,  history  and  future,  seemed 
intermingled  and  it  was  then  that  I 


Thank  you  letters  from  Africa: 


received  the  idea  for  this  recording:  over 
100  United  Methodist  leaders,  clergy  and 
laity,  from  across  the  state  telling  the 
story  of  faith  in  song  and  crying  out  to 
God  for  a  new  generation  of  leaders. 

One  of  our  most  powerful 
experiences  was  the  recording  of  the 
final  song,  “Hear  Our  Prayer.”  I  had 
written  the  words  to  the  prayer  that 
morning,  the  readers  had  read  through  it 
only  once,  the  choir  had  neither  heard 
nor  practiced  the  song,  but  as  we  began 
to  sing,  it  became,  not  a  performance, 
but  a  prayer.  What  began  as  a  practice 
emerged,  in  one  take,  as  a  finished 
product...  we  all  felt  the  awesome 
presence  of  God  and  knew  that  our 
prayer  had  been  heard. 

All  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
this  recording  will  be  used  for  the 
recruitment  and  training  of  a  new 
generation  of  leaders. 

Thanks  to  all  who  have  been  a  part 
of  this  project  as  well  as  those  who 
support  it.  Through  your  purchase,  you 
are  making  a  difference  in  the  future  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 


Over  100  Louisiana 
Conference  clergy  and 
laity  participated  in  the 
recording  of  “Hear  Our 
Prayer”  at  Grace 
Community  UMC  June 
6.  Proceeds  from  the 
sale  of  the  CDs  and 
tapes  will  support  the 
recruitment  and 
training  of  new 
leaders. 


Photo  by  Brian  Lewis 
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In  the  fall  of  1997,  Louisiana  UM  churches 
collected  over  40,000  pair  of  tennis  shoes  for  children 
in  Africa.  We  share  with  you  here  a  few  of  the  many 
notes  sent  to  Bishop  Solomon  by  some  children  in 
Liberia  who  received  them. 
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Thank  you  very  much  for  the  help  you 
have  given  us  by  sending  us  the  shoes.  I 
hope  you  will  try  for  us  again.  I  am  really  in 
need  of  your  help.  May  God  always  bless 
you.  Yours,  Gabriel 


■^uhildrcno/ 


(Above)  Thank  you  for  the  shoes  sent  us.  We  pray 
that  you  sent  more  things.  May  the  Lord  bless  and 
guide  you.  Thanks  it’s,  Doe  (Grade  3) 


■  ^  v‘y 

H  { ^  x  Greetings  to  you  in  Jesus 

^  Christ  name.  I  thank  you  very 

q.  H  ^lot,0^much  for  the  shoes  sent  to  us. 

May  the  God  who  give  life  to 
-you  for  these  things  be  with  you 
&  your  family.  I  hope,  Bishop, 
you  will  sent  us  more  things  in 
Christ  Jesus  name.  May  God  the 
Father  be  with  you.  Henry 
(Grade  3) 
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124  Lisa  Lane 
Mandeville,  LA  70448 
(504)  626-0918 

District  Superintendent 

Dr.  Grayson  Watson 


District  Communication  Advisor 

To  be  named 


The  children  of  Greenwood  UMC 
recently  collected  stuffed  animals  to  be 
distributed  by  local  police  and  fire 
department  officials  to  hurting  .children 
they  encounter  in  the  line  of  duty. 

A  note  attached  to  each  animal  said, 
“Jesus  loves  the  little  children  and  so  do 
we.  Join  us  for  Sunday  School  at  10  a.m.” 
Church  members  Joseph  Vaughan,  Tyler 
Watkins  and  Katie  Rockwell  0  to  r) 
attended  a  town  council  meeting  to 
present  64  stuffed  animals  to  police  and 
fire  officials. 


Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

District  Office 
1 24  Lisa  Lane 
Mandeville,  LA  70448 
(504)  626-0918 


by  Dr.  Grayson  Watson 
District  Superintendent 

My  phone  rang  in  the 
District  Office  and  on  the 
line  was  Stephen  Cragg, 
director  of  family  life  at 
Memorial  Drive  UMC, 

Houston,  where  Dr.  Chuck 
Simmons,  former  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  serves  as  senior 
minister.  This  church  was 
sponsoring  a  major  work 
camp  in  June  at  St.  John 
Orthodox  Church  in 
Covington.  This  was  a  large 
group-150  senior  high  and 
college  youth-and  Mr.  Cragg 
was  looking  for  another 
project  within  45  minutes 
driving  time  from  Covington. 

I  suggested  the  need  to 
repaint  the  exterior  of  St. 

James  UMC  in  Springfield. 

On  a  preparatory  visit  to 
Covington,  Mr.  Cragg  visited 
St.  James  and  said  it  would 
be  a  project  they  could 
complete  in  a  couple  of 
days.  And  so,  during  the 
week  of  Annual  Conference, 

40  youth  scraped  and  painted  the  exterior 
of  St.  James  UMC,  a  traditional  African- 
American  congregation. 

I  want  to  thank  Church  of  the  Servant 
UMC,  Mandeville,  and  its  pastor,  Rev.  Barry 


High  school  and  college  volunteers  apply  a  fresh  coat  of 
paint  to  St.  James  UMC,  Springfield,  in  early  June. 

Hughes,  for  housing  this  large  work  camp 
party.  The  new  pastor  of  St.  James  UMC  is 
Rev.  Leroy  Brumfield.  Our  thanks  to  Mr.  Cragg 
and  his  large  volunteer  force  for  the  fine  work 
they  accomplished  on  both  projects. 


Aldersgate  launches  adult  day  care 


by  Genie  May 
Director,  Angel  Program 

The  Angel  Program  of  Aldersgate  UMC 
in  Slidell,  which  has  been  in  the  works  for 
almost  a  year  and  a  half,  is  truly  nearing 
completion!  The  Steering  Committee  has 
worked  together  to  move  Rev.  Don 
Cottrill’s  idea  of  a  day  care  program  for 
people  with  Alzheimer’s  or  Alzheimer-like 
diseases  to  the  completed  program  which 
will  open  soon.  The  Angel  Program  not 
only  offers  a  safe  and  stimulating 
environment  for  the  person  with 
Alzheimer’s,  but  also  provides  very  much 
needed  respite  for  the  caregivers. 

The  concept  of  providing  adult  day 
care  is  relatively  new.  For  years  the 
diagnosis  of  Alzheimer’s  Disease  meant 
nursing  home  placement.  Families  kept 
loved  ones  at  home  as  long  as  possible,  but 
caring  for  an  Alzheimer’s  patient  is  truly  a 
job  that  requires  a  36-hour  day!  No  one 
wanted  to  provide  day  care  because  it  is 
not  reimbursed  by  insurance  companies  or 
by  Medicare. 

Our  mission  is  to  provide  day  care  to 
enable  families  to  have  more  time  with  their 
loved  one.  Jesus  told  us  if  we  do  for  the 
least,  we  do  it  for  Him.  We  are  also 
commanded  to  honor  our  fathers  and 
mothers.  Our  culture  has  not  done  too  well 
with  either  of  these.  Growing  old  is 
synonymous  with  getting  useless.  There  has 
been  a  need  in  our  community  for  a  place 
that  would  provide  day  care,  education  and 


emotional  and  spiritual  support  to  the 
person  with  Alzheimer’s  as  well  as  to  the 
family  and  caregivers  of  that  person. 

Aldersgate  has  stepped  forward  to  work 
with  this  population  in  a  setting  that  is 
respectful  and  loving.  What  we  receive  from 
working  with  the  elderly  is  much  greater 
than  what  we  give.  If  you  want  to  feel  close 
to  God,  get  close  to  someone  who  has  been 
here  a  long  time  and  is  getting  nearer  to 
being  with  Him. 


A  'New  Day' 

by  Dr.  Grayson  Watson 
District  Superintendent 

The  basis  for  all  ministry  lies  in  our 
commitment  to  drawing  people  into  living 
communion  with  Jesus  Christ,  and  to 
nurture  them  into  a  real  and  growing 
discipleship.  The  new  church  in 
Madisonville  is  one  dramatic  example  of 
this  commitment,  but  it  can  and  must  be 
happening  in  every  established  church  in 
the  district. 

A  major  new  work  in  the  North  Shore 
District,  called  the  New  Day  Project,  will 
involve  four  congregations  that  will  be 
working  with  the  prominent  consultant, 
Dr.  Herb  Miller,  to  plan  the  next  fruitful 
chapters  of  their  mission  as  they  enter  the 
new  century.  These  congregations  are: 
First  UMC,  Slidell;  First  UMC,  Covington; 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC, 
Bogalusa;  and  First  UMC,  Hammond. 

Building  on  their  strengths,  these  four 
congregations  are  poised  for  significant 
renewal  and  growth  both  spiritually  and 
missonally  in  their  respective 
communities.  By  participating  in  this 
project,  each  church  recognizes  the  next 
few  years  as  a  great,  God-given 
opportunity. 

At  the  heart  of  their  work,  which 
begins  this  fall,  is  the  conviction  that 
planning  for  the  future  of  effective 
ministry  means  much  more  than  “trying 
harder  and  harder  to  do  the  old  thing 
better”  (Loren  Mead).  Their  work  will  be 
based  on  the  truth  that  Christ  alone  will 
hold  the  church  steady  for  the  future,  but 
that  God’s  time  for  spiritual  transformation 
is  “now.”  The  New  Day  Project  of  the 
North  Shore  District  reflects  our  yearning 
for  a  God-centered  vision  of  where  each 
of  these  churches  is  headed  in  ministry 
over  the  next  few  years. 

What  these  congregations  will  plan  in 
terms  of  new  ministry  commitments  for  the 
future,  and  the  quality  training  of  new  lay 
leadership,  will  be  applicable  to  each  and 
every  church  in  the  North  Shore  District. 
This  information  and  analysis  will  be 
shared  with  all  pastors  in  a  futur  e  meeting. 


Tangipahoa  UMC  receives  bequest 


Tangipahoa  UMC  was  recently  blessed 
by  a  bequest  from  the  late  Richard  Reid 
Hutchinson  of  Baldwin  County,  Ala. 
Hutchinson  passed  away  on  January  19, 
1997.  In  a  legacy  of  love  and  support  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  he  left  a 
large  portion  of  his  estate  to  be  divided 
between  his  childhood  church, 
Tangipahoa  UMC  and  his  home  church, 
Spanish  Fort  UMC  in  Alabama. 

George  Pike,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  at  Tangipahoa  UMC,  recently 
signed  the  legal  documents  finalizing  the 
$575,356  bequest. 

The  Administrative  Board  has 
designated  that  the  funds  will  be  assigned 
to  the  custodial  care  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  for 
investment  and  growth. 


Trustee  Chairman  George  Pike  signs 
paperwork  finalizing  the  half-million 
dollar  bequest,  as  Rev.  Clinton  P.  Lovell 
and  Bob  Pezant  0  to  r)  look  on. 
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New  beginnings:  A  church  with  conviction 


by  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles 
District  Superintendent 

Most  of  us  like  new 
beginnings  because  they 
are  adventurous  and 
unpredictable.  Our  recent 
Annual  Conference  served 
as  a  signpost  of  new 
beginnings.  But,  those 
who  see  the  church  and 
the  ministry  of  Christ  as 
doing  the  same  old  thing 
will  not  find  it  challenging 
and  adventurous.  Those 
with  fire  in  their  bellies 
and  a  desire  to  do  ministry  for  the  sake  of 
the  Kingdom  will  find  it  exciting, 
challenging,  and  adventurous. 

We’ve  just  experienced  the  Fourth  of 
July  and  Independence  Sunday.  It  also 
serves  as  a  signpost  for  new  beginnings  for 
our  great  country.  While  many  of  our 
Methodist  churches  do  not  observe  this 


special  day,  it  is  an  opportunity 
for  us  to  have  a  service  of 
celebration  for  the  purpose  of 
rediscovering  our  roots,  our 
freedoms,  opportunities  and 
obligations.  We  always  honor 
and  recognize  our  veterans, 
who  have  served  our  country  so 
faithfully  and  sometimes  with 
little  thanks. 

We  all  know,  of  course,  the 
greatest  freedom  is  the  one  the 
Bible  talks  about-that  if  the  Son 
shall  make  you  free,  you  shall 
be  free, indeed. We  are  often 
saddened  by  those  persons  who  are 
physically  in  chains  and  bondage,  in  prison 
and  behind  barbed  wire.  But,  the  greatest 
bondage  is  to  be  strapped  by  our  own 
desire,  selfish  attitude  and  sin.  The  Bible 
says  “If  any  person  be  in  Christ,  he  or  she 
is  a  new  creature;  old  things  are  passed 
away  and  behold  all  things  become  new.” 


Dr.  Karl  Menninger,  a  well-known 
psychiatrist  and  author,  asked  the 
question,  “Whatever  became  of  this  thing 
called  sin?”  We  live  in  a  permissive  society 
and,  unfortunately,  we  have  seen  its  ugly 
head  rise  in  some  places-even  in  the 
church.  A  diluted  gospel  is  not  a  gospel  to 
set  us  free.  A  diluted  gospel  is  a  gospel 
that  tolerates  and  winks  at  those  things 
which  we,  as  Wesleyan  people,  consider 
wrong  and  off  limits. 

None  of  us  can  remember  a  time  when 
the  church,  more  than  ever,  needs  to  be  a 
church  with  more  than  opinions.  There 
needs  to  be  conviction  and  a  sense  that  our 
hearts,  like  Wesley’s,  have  been  strangely 
warmed  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
And,  like  Wesley,  we  need  to  be  delivered 
from  the  head  of  intellectual  religion  to  one 
of  the  heart,  which  causes  us  to  embrace 
the  world,  but  be  not  of  the  world. 

New  beginnings — I  love  them.  Don’t 
you? 


Pyles 


Meet  Ruston  District's  new  pastors 


Chris  Gann  has  come  to  Ansley  UMC  following  the  retirement 
of  Dr.  Merlin  Merrill.  Chris  is  a  graduate  of  Louisiana  Tech  with  a 
degree  in  chemical  engineering.  He  previously  served  as  youth 
director  at  Ansley,  Clay,  Quitman,  and  Hodge  UMCs.  He  has  been 
active  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech  for  the  last  four 
years.  Chris  is  also  an  accomplished  musician;  he  plays  guitar, 
piano  and  composes  and  sings.  The  people  of  Ansley  are  very 
excited  to  have  Chris  leading  their  church. 

“Bo”  (Newton)  Home,  Jr.  has  come  to 
the  Ruston  District  to  serve  at  Eros-Antioch 
UMCs.  He  has  been  a  part  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  since  1992.  His  most  recent 
appointment  was  at  Crew  Lake-Little  Creek- 
Union  in  the  Monroe  District.  He  and  his 
wife,  Frances,  have  a  daughter,  April,  who  is 
10  years  old. 

Joe  Hamilton  will  be  welcomed  at 
Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope  UMCs.  Joe  has 

been  active  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
since  1993.  He  holds  a  degree  in  psychology  from  Louisiana  Tech. 
He  graduated  from  Asbury  Seminary  in  1997.  His  most  recent 
appointment  was  Oakdale  UMC  in  the  Lake  Charles  District.  He 
and  his  wife,  Danielle,  are  anticipating  the  arrival  of  their  first  child. 

Byron  Putnam  will  serve  the  charge  of  Haynesville-Shongaloo. 
Byron  comes  to  Haynesville  from  Hosston-Gilliam  in  the 


Shreveport  District.  Byron  graduated  from  Asbury  in  1985.  He  and 
his  wife,  Heather  have  six  children,  Katherine-12,  Jonathon-11, 
Jeremy-9,  Bethany-6,  Paige-4  and  Claire-2.  The  Putnams  and  all 
their  children  are  very  talented  musically. 

Stuart  Sherman  has  come  to  the  Ruston 
District  to  serve  at  Memorial-Salem  UMCs. 

He  has  served  at  Blanchard  UMC  in  the 
Shreveport  District,  St.  Andrews- 
Bartholomew  and  Sicily  Island- 
Harrisonburg  in  the  Monroe  District  and 
Blackwater  UMC  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
District.  Stuart  holds  degrees  from  Northeast 
Louisiana  University,  as  well  as  Lexington 
Theological  Seminary.  He  and  his  wife, 

Maribeth,  have  two  children,  Christina 
Marie-12,  and  Andrew-7.  The  Simsboro  area  is  proud  to  welcome 
the  Sherman  family  to  their  community. 

Will  Sheffield  will  be  welcomed  by  Doyline  UMC  as  their  new 
pastor.  This  is  Will’s  first  appointment  in  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
and  the  Doyline  congregation  is  happy  he  has  come  to  serve  their 
church.  Will  holds  a  bachelor’s  degree  from  Louisiana  Tech.  He 
also  was  active  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  while  attending 
Louisiana  Tech.  He  and  his  fiance  will  be  married  Aug.  28  at 
Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston. 
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Carol  Stewart 

District  Communication  Advisor 

2013  Hwy.  794 

Gibsland,  LA  71028 

(318)  843-6329 

E-mail:  stew@iamerica.net 


1999  Ruston  District  Ministry  Team 

Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  District  Superintendent.. .251-2690 


Verna  Myers,  District  Missioner . 255-9452 

Jim  Anderson,  Lay  Leader . 927-2819 

Steve  Yeich,  Trustee . 247-3364 

Gary  Green,  CFA .  255-0647 

James  Simpson,  Church  Extension . 263-3859 

Barbara  Einsel,  Education  Ministries . 255-2520 

Rev.  Ken  Klemme,  Renewal  Ministries . 259-9113 

Steve  Matlock,  Meditative  Ministries . 259-8725 

Rev.  David  Dietzel,  Outreach  Ministries . 927-3365 

Carol  Stewart,  Communication  Advisor . 843-6329 

Amy  Sullivan,  Youth  Representative . 259-9467 

Mike  Webb,  Youth  Coordinator . 377-7651 

Laura  Pesnell,  COSROW . 927-5220 

Jane  Humble,  Religion  &  Race . 644-2689 

Joe  Hoover,  Missions  Ministry . 894-2144 

Larry  Fisher,  At-Large . 371-2192 

Jay  Hinckley,  At-Large . 628-3763 


Children  help  children! 


A  youth  from  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston  presents  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon  a  check  for  over  $800  at  a 
luncheon  held  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus  on  the  first  day  of  Annual 
Conference. 
The  check  represents  the  residents 
participation  in  the  special  “Miracle  Night 
Offering”  taken  for  children  in  Africa. 
They  raised  the  money  themselves. 

Looking  on  is  Terrill  Deville,  chief 
executive  officer  and  president  of  the 
Children’s  Home. 
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District  Superintendent 
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Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 
District  Communication  Advisor 
4600  Hwy.  80  East 
Haughton,  LA  71037 
(318)  949-0430 
E-mail:  xpistou@aol.com 


Ministry  takes  God's  word  'BEHIND  BARS' 


by  Rev.  Michael  Boyett 
Pastor,  First  UMC,  Coushatta 

“A  church  without  mission  is  not  a 
church!”  I  can’t  remember  where  I  heard  or 
read  these  words,  but  I  know  they  ring 
true.  We  hear  much  these  days  about  the 
plight  of  the  “small”  church.  What  follows 
is  an  inspiring  example  of  how  the  smallest 
of  churches  can  make  a  huge  impact  in  the 
lives  of  the  least,  the  last,  and  the  lost,  and 
in  the  life  of  the  church! 

What  began  40  years  ago  in  the  rural 
community  of  Coushatta,  in  the  smallest  of 
churches  as  a  couple’s  ministry  to  a  local 
prison  has  grown  into  a  mission  of 
outreach  to  over  100  prisons  in  22  states, 
from  Alaska  to  Florida.  The  BEHIND  BARS 
ministry  consists  of  a  bi-monthly  mailing  of 
over  11,000  devotional  booklets,  Bibles, 
and  spiritual  reading  material  to  local,  state 
and  federal  prisons  nationwide. 

Co-founder  and  author,  Thelma  Lewis, 
and  her  husband  began  this  ministry  out  of 
their  small  cottage  home  the  day  they 
tossed  a  handful  of  devotional  booklets 
over  the  barbed-wire  fence  of  a  local  parish 
prison.  Thelma  explained  that  as  she  and 
her  husband  drove  away,  they  could  see 
and  hear  other  prisoners  calling  from  the 
upper  floors  of  the  prison  for  extra 
booklets.  She  said  their  hearts  were 
changed  forever,  and  they  began  regular 
visits  to  the  prisons  within  traveling 
distance  of  their  home. 

At  age  95,  Thelma  is  still  a  prolific 
writer  and  with  her  illustrator,  Florence 
McCoy  of  Baton  Rouge,  continues  to 
publish  books,  devotionals  and  articles  for 


BEHIND  BARS  ministry  founder  Thelma 
Lewis,  95,  works  at  her  computer. 


Photo  by  Dale  Hensarling 

the  ministry.  Early  last  year,  Thelma 
confessed  that  in  her  advancing  years  she 
was  becoming  more  than  a  little  concerned 
about  the  future  of  the  ministry.  We  prayed 
that  God  would  open  a  door  to  ensure  the 
future  success  of  the  ministry.  The  answer 
to  our  prayer  came  in  the  form  of  the  lay 
leadership  from  Wesley  Chapel  UMC  in 
Halfway,  La.  and  the  Administrative 
Council  of  First  UMC,  Coushatta. 

The  Disciple  Bible  classes  from 
Coushatta  and  Wesley  Chapel  were  asked 
to  pray  for  the  BEHIND  BARS  ministry.  The 
prayer  was  closed  with  the  request  that 
God  would  empower  us  to  be  a  part  of  the 
answer  to  Thelma’s  prayer.  One  of  the  class 


members  stepped  forward.  Wesley  Chapel 
UMC  lay  leader,  Wayne  Browning,  made  a 
commitment  to  the  ministry  in  answer  to 
what  he  understands  as  God’s  call  to  the 
mission. 

Wayne  and  Thelma  formed  a  wonderful 
partnership  in  which  Thelma  continues  the 
writing  and  Wayne  oversees  the  production 
and  mailings.  During  the  last  six  months 
the  ministry  has  outgrown  Thelma’s 
cottage.  First  UMC,  Coushatta,  is  now 
providing  a  large  portion  of  their  basement 
for  the  production  work  of  the  ministry. 
The  printing,  compiling  and  mailing  of  the 
materials  is  completed  by  a  staff  of 
volunteers  from  Wesley  Chapel  UMC,  First 
UMC,  and  others  from  as  far  away  as 
Natchitoches  and  Shreveport. 

The  BEHIND  BARS  ministry  has  been 
financed  by  individual  donations  for  all  of 
the  40  years  of  its  existence;  never  with  any 
extra,  but  always  just  enough.  The 
ministry’s  equipment  is  old  and  worn  out, 
but  Wayne  just  smiles  as  he  explains  how 
he  is  exploring  ways  of  obtaining  newer 
equipment  that  will  enable  the  ministry  to 
expand  into  more  states  and  prisons.  “If 
God  is  with  us,  who  can  be  against  us?” 

Wayne  explains  that  not  a  day  seems  to 
go  by  that  he  doesn’t  receive 
correspondence  from  an  inmate  or  a 
chaplain  thanking  him  for  the  ministry. 
Many  of  the  letters  bring  tears  to  the  eyes 
of  the  volunteers.  “We  view  these  letters  as 
God’s  encouragement,”  said  Wayne,  “and 
whenever  I  read  them,  I  hear  the  echo: 
“Truly,  I  say  to  you...’”  A  church  without 
mission  is  not  church! 


From  the  DS 

A  gift  given  in 

Rev.  William  D.  Peeples 

My  first  business  as  superintendent  of 
the  Shreveport  District  was  to  do  what 
every  pastor  does  on  a  new  appointment: 
go  from  house  to  house  and  see  the 
people.  The  visits  have  been  great.  I’ve 
learned  much  from  them.  There  is  a  great 
respect  and  support  for  the  pastors  and  all 
kinds  of  dreams  of  new  days  ahead.  It’s  a 
very  exciting  time  to  be  in  ministry. 

Of  course,  I  got  the  type  of  question 
that  defies  an  answer  though  it  demands 
one  and  keeps  the  pastor’s  stomach  in  a 
knot.  It’s  an  old  question  bom  of  distrust 
and  control:  “Why  do  we  have  to  pay 
apportionment’s?”  My  response  used  to  be 
that  we  don’t  have  to  pay  them.  Now,  I  just 
say  we  should  not  pay  them.  It  is  about  as 
assured  to  pay  apportionments  as  it  is  to 
pay  a  pledge.  What  is  the  church  about 
anyway?  Paying  for  something  we  all 
celebrate  that  we  received  as  a  free  gift? 

When  we  pav  for  something,  we  want 
to  be  sure  we  get  our  money’s  worth. 
There  is  no  way  of  knowing  what  we  are 


getting” 
when  we 
“pay”  for  the 
ministry  we 
are  trying  to 

do  through  the  church.  It  is  a  gift  in  faith 
and  trust  that  God,  through  our  church, 
will  use  as  needed.  You  turn  loose  your 
control  on  a  gift.  Besides,  what  we  learned 
from  the  first  “Last  Supper”  was  not  about 
getting  our  money’s  worth,  but  receiving 
and  giving.  Yes,  freely  giving  for  the  needs 
of  others  because  we  have  been  graciously 
and  freely  given  what  we  needed.  May  the 
next  “Last  Supper”  we  attend  help  us  all 
hear  the  Great  Thanksgiving  in  a  new  way. 
Our  cultural  religion  seems  to  have  tunnel 
vision  on  a  theme  of  “what  is  in  it  for  me”. 
I  believe  those  who  respond  out  of  the 
recognition  of  their  value  shape  the  value 
of  human  life.  The  way  we  say  this  in  the 
church  is  “remember  your  baptism  and  be 
thankful.” 

Grace  and  peace  ... 


Dream;  DMT  here  to  help 


by  Betsy  Eaves,  District  Missioner 

At  Annual  Conference,  the  statement 
was  made,  “If  you  don’t  have  what  you 
need,  then  you  haven’t  called  your  district 
missioner.” 

Admittedly,  the  statement  made  my 
palms  a  little  sweaty.  I  have  no  magician’s 
hat  out  of  which  to  pull  all  the  answers  to 
everyone’s  dreams.  However,  what  the 
Shreveport  District  and  every  other  district 
does  have  are  incredibly  capable  and  hard 
working  District  Ministry  Teams  (DMTs) 
which  regularly  respond  to  calls  and 
requests  from  local  churches.  And,  while 
we  may  not  always  have  the  answers,  we 
are  working  hard  to  help  you  realize  your 
potential  in  the  local  church. 

Every  day,  I  watch  with  excitement  as 
ministries  in  our  local  churches  are 
enhanced  by  the  work  of  DMT  members. 
The  connectional  system  is  made  even 
stronger  as  they  work  to  connect 
congregation  to  congregation  in  ministry. 

In  one  example,  Bonnie  Daniel, 
education  ministries  leader,  and  the 
Education  Task  Force  have  developed  the 
“Vacation  Bible  School  in  a  trunk”  concept. 
Bonnie  put  together  a  manual  for 
volunteers  to  be  able  to  take  VBS  onsite  to 


a  variety  of  settings  and  adapt  the 
programs  to  shorter  sessions.  Churches 
can  sponsor  a  team  of  volunteers  to  go  out 
into  the  community  or  to  a  small 
membership  church  to  make  VBS  available 
to  more  children  around  the  conference. 

In  another  case,  the  DMT  has  become 
aware  of  the  many  requests  for  help 
starting  a  DISCIPLE  Bible  Study.  In 
response  to  these  requests,  Brian  Barron, 
Meditative  Ministries  leader  has  developed 
a  survey  to  assess  more  specifically  what  is 
currently  available  in  the  district  and  what 
can  be  done  to  assist  churches  hoping  to 
start  DISCIPLE  programs.  The  survey  will 
be  mailed  to  churches  in  the  district,  but  it 
also  will  be  available  through  the  district 
website,  which  Brian  designed  and 
monitors.  The  website  is  making 
communication  across  the  district  faster 
and  easier. 

In  these  and  many  other  ways  the  DMT 
is  working  to  help  local  congregations 
make  their  dreams  reality.  The  body  of 
Christ  is  strong... keep  dreaming;  we’ll  keep 
looking  for  ways  to  help  you  make  things 
happen. 
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Brown  elected  president  of  international 
organization  aiding  children 


Brown 


by  Rev.  Doug  Cain 

Nettles  Brown  of 
Natchitoches,  a  member 
of  First  UMC  in  that  city, 
was  elected  president  of 
Kiwanis  International  at 
its  84th  convention  in 
June. 

Kiwanis  International 
is  the  worldwide 
association  of  8,500 
Kiwanis  clubs  with 
307,000  members  in  80 
nations.  During  the  past 
year,  Kiwanis  clubs  have 
raised  $70  million  and  sponsored  more 
than  147,000  service  projects. 

Brown  is  a  chartered  financial 
consultant  and  a  retired  Colonel,  U.  S. 
Air  Force  Reserve.  He  has  been  active  in 
various  leadership  roles  in  the  past  at  his 
local  church  and  Wesley  Foundation.  He 
currendy  serves  as  a  member  of  the 
Trustees  and  Administrative  Council  of 
his  local  church  and  serves  on  the 
Nominations  Committee  and  Board  of 
Pensions  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

As  Kiwanis  International  president 
and  chief  executive  he  chairs  quarterly 
board  meetings  and  makes  official  visits 
to  Kiwanis  districts  and  meetings  around 


MENTIONINGS 


the  world.  The  Kiwanis 
emphasis  this  year  is 
“Serving  the  Children  of  the 
World.” 

Fund  raising  will  be  a 
major  task  for  Brown  since 
he  will  continue  to  raise 
funds  for  the  Kiwanis 
International  Service  Project 
to  eliminate  iodine 
deficiency  disorders  by  the 
end  of  the  year  2000.  There 
are  1.5  billion  people  at  risk, 
the  largest  number  being 
young  children.  Kiwanians 
have  thus  far  raised  $41  million  of  the 
projected  $75  million  dollar  goal  needed 
to  complete  the  project.  Kiwanis  has 
partnered  with  UNICEF  to  supply  iodine, 
a  micronutrient  that  is  essential  for  the 
proper  development  of  the  brain  and 
nervous  system.  UNICEF  estimates  that 
iodine  deficiency  programs  are  now 
saving  more  than  8  million  children  per 
year  from  mental  retardation. 

Netties  and  wife  Glenelle  have  three 
children.  Glenelle  is  the  daughter  of  Rev. 
George  and  Francis  Pearce,  Jr.,  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  She  is  active  in 
her  local  church  and  is  currently  a 
member  of  The  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 


Now  is  the  Time:  Ministry  with  the  Millennial  Generation 

Led  by  the  High  School  Class  of  2000,  the  Millennial  Generation  (bom 
from  1982-1999)  has  more  children  in  school  that  at  any  time  in  United  States 
history.  More  diverse  than  any  other  generation,  Millennials  are  creating  a 
new  culture  that  will  reach  its  height  in  2008  when  we  will  experience  a 
youth  boom  larger  than  the  one  in  the  1960’s  and  1970’s.  Rather  than  waiting 
until  they  reach  thirty,  a  seminar  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  says  “Now  is  the 
Time”  for  the  church  to  be  in  ministry  with  this  generation.  The  event  will 
be  held  at  Grace  Memorial  UMC  in  Shreveport  Sept.  9-11. 

Each  participant  will  receive  a  seminar  notebook  and  the  new  video  Now  is  the 
Time:  Ministry  with  the  Millennial  Generation  produced  by  Craig  Kennet  Miller. 
Included  with  the  video  is  a  discussion  guide  written  by  Miller  and  Maryjane  Pierce 
Norton.  Churches  are  encouraged  to  bring  staff,  laity  and  clergy  teams  to  leam 
together.  Cost  for  the  seminar  is  $95;  churches  that  bring  four  or  more  will  be 
offered  a  discount  price  of  $79  per  person.  Registration  is  available  through  the 
GBOD;  its  website  address  is:  www.gbod.org. 

SMU  conference  to  explore  church’s  response  to  disenfranchised 

The  United  Methodist  response  to  the  poor  and  disenfranchised  will  be  the  focal 
point  of  a  conference  featuring  internationally  respected  theologians  Oct.  14-16  at 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas.  The 
conference  will  include  lectures,  exhibitions,  seminars,  panel  discussions,  a  concert 
and  a  tour  of  the  ecumenical  East  Dallas  Cooperative  Parish. 

Titled  “The  Wesleys  and  the  Poor:  The  Legacy  and  Development  of  Methodist 
Attitudes  Toward  Poverty,  1739-1999,”  will  explore  the  Methodist  commitment  to 
helping  the  poor,  including  the  ministry  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley  and  the  ways 
the  Wesleys’  theology  and  practices  influenced  19th  and  20th  century  attitudes 
toward  the  underprivileged. 

Early  registration  is  available  by  sending  $25  before  Aug.  15  to  Center  for 
Methodist  Studies,  Bridwell  Library,  Southern  Methodist  University,  P.O.  Box  750476, 
Dallas,  Texas  75275.  Registration  at  the  door  will  be  $30.  Additional  infomiation  is 
available  by  calling  (214)  768-2363  or  sending  e-mail  to  pthomas@mail.smu.edu. 


Celebrate  Christian  Education  Sunday 


by  Kay  Irby 

Director,  Conference  Ministry  Resourcing 

The  ministry  of  Christian  education  is 
vital  to  our  churches  both  large  and 
sfnall.lt  provides  significant  opportunities 
for  all  God’s  children  regardless  of  age. 

Aug.  22  is  the  Sunday  marked  on  our 
church  calendar  for  this  event  in  1999- 
Churches  may  choose  a  date  closer  to 
their  promotion  Sunday  or  after  school 
starts.  It  matters  not  when  we  do  it. 
What  is  important  is  that  we  choose  an 
appropriate  time  to  honor  our  teachers, 
to  honor  the  many  programs  that  are 
reaching  others  and  reshaping  their  faith. 
It  might  even  be  an  appropriate  time  to 
start  a  new  educational  ministry  in  your 
church. 

There  are  many  ways  to  celebrate. 
The  theme  for  this  year  is  “Forming  a 
Faithful  Future:  Keeping  in  Touch  with 
your  Experience.”  The  suggested 
scripture  reference  is  John  4:11-15.  For 
more  information  and  resource  ideas 
such  as  suggested  hymns,  litany  of 
celebration  and  teacher  dedication, 


contact  your  district  missioner  or 
education  coordinator  on  the  District 
Ministry  Team. 

This  year’s  offering  will  be  designated 
for  the  training  of  Christian  education 
leaders  through  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  especially  for  DISCIPLE 
Bible  Study  in  the  2000  training  session. 
Please  remind  your  congregations  of  the 
far-reaching  effects  this,  study  has  on  the 
lives  of  United  Methodist. 


RCC  2000  to  focus  on  'Faith  Stories' 


By  United  Methodist  News 
Service 

Martin  Marty,  the  well- 
known  authority  on 
American  religious 

tradition,  will  be  among  the 
speakers  at  the  Religious 
Communications  Congress 
(RCC)  2000  meeting  March 
29-April  1  in  Chicago. 

Registration  is  now  open 
for  the  multi-faith  event, 
according  to  Shirley 
Whipple  Struchen,  a  United 
Methodist  and  chair  of  the 
RCC  2000  Delegation  Committee. 

Marty,  the  author  of  50  books,  taught 
for  35  years  at  the  University  of  Chicago 
and  recently  directed  the  Public  Religion 
Project  there,  funded  by  the  Pew 
Charitable  Trusts.  The  university  also  has 
established  the  Martin  Marty  Center  to 
promote  “public  religion”  endeavors. 

The  Lutheran  pastor  and 
internationally  acclaimed  scholar  has 
been  asked  during  his  presentation  on 
March  30  to  challenge  religious 
communicators  to  move  into  the  future  . 

With  the  theme,  “Faith  Stories  in  a 
Changing  World,”  the  event  will  focus 
on  sharing  faith  through  spoken, 
electronic,  online,  written  and  artistic 
stories.  It  will  be  at  the  Chicago  Marriott 
downtown. 

The  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  has  been 
invited  to  open  the  event  during  the 
March  29  dinner  banquet.  Odyssey,  a 
Hallmark-Henson  network,  will  provide 
the  evening’s  entertainment  during  the 
April  1  closing  banquet. 

Dr.  Rena  Yocom,  executive  director, 
Louisiana  Conference  Mission  and 
Ministries,  is  on  the  program  committee 


RCC2OOO 

FAITH  STORITS 
IN  A  CHANGING 

W  ORLD 


for  this  event  and  will 
host  “Many  Voices,  One 
Story,”  a  one-day 
seminar  for  women. 
Yocom  also  co-chairs 
the  Partners  Fund, 
which  already  has  over 
80  applicants  from  38 
countries  who  have 
applied  for  scholarship 
assistance. 


More  than  60 
workshops  have  been 
confirmed  for  the 
meeting.  United 

Methodists  leading  workshops  and  their 
topics  include  Ken  Bedell,  “Religion  on 
the  Internet”;  Thomas  Boomershine, 
“How  Religious  Stories  Get  Told  in  the 
21st  Century”;  Dayton  Edmonds, 
“Storytelling:  Preserving  the  Peoples’ 
Ways”;  and  Cam  Linton,  “Using  Digital 
Multimedia  in  Theological  Education.” 

Other  presenters  during  the  congress 
include  Ken  Medema,  a  singer, 
composer,  poet  and  storyteller;  Patrick 
A.B.  Anthony,  a  Catholic  priest  who 
serves  as  the  Caribbean  regional 
president  of  the  World  Association  for 
Christian  Communication  (WACC); 
Carlos  Valle,  a  Methodist  from  Argentina, 
who  is  the  WACC  general  secretary;  and 
Cynthia  Winton-Henry  and  Phil  Porter, 
co-directors  of  Body  Wisdom  Inc.,  and 
coordinators  of  faith  expressions  for  RCC 
2000.  Martha  Williamson,  executive 
producer  of  the  hit  CBS  television 
program,  “Touched  by  an  Angel,”  has 
been  invited  to  speak  on  April  1. 

Registration  information  is  available 
at  the  event’s  Web  site, 
www.RCC2000.org,  or  by  calling  (212) 
870-2985. 
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ragic  night,  from  front  page 


19,  died  later  at  local  hospitals.  Six  other 
were  injured  in  varying  degrees  from 
loss  of  a  leg  and  broken  back  to  scrapes 
and  cuts.  The  next  day,  police  arrested 
the  alleged  driver,  a  21 -year-old  man 
whom  they  say  fought  with  the  teens  at 
the  party  just  moments  before  he  ran 
them  down. 

In  the  days  since  the  tragedy,  Ross’ 
ministry  has  taken  on  new  a  new  fervor 
and  connectedness  to  those  he  is 
serving.  Evangeline  UMC,  which  two 
years  ago  merged  with  Genesis  UMC 
and  became  the  first  church  in  the 
Conference  to  formally  unite 
predominately  white  and  African 
American  congregations,  already  had  a 
strong  desire  to  serve  its  neighborhood. 
Ross,  who  was  pastor  of  Genesis  at  that 
time,  became  associate  pastor  of 
Evangeline.  In  1998,  he  was  appointed 
senior  pastor. 

Because  of  press  coverage  of  the 
event  and  his  vigil  with  the  victims,  their 
families  and  the  neighborhood,  Ross  has 
emerged  as  a  spiritual  leader  for  the 
community.  Along  with  other  pastors  of 
the  churches  in  the  area,  Ross  has 
formed  an  interdenominational  team 
which  is  committed  to  long  term 
pastoral  care  for  the  victims  and  their 
families. 

The  Thursday  after  the  tragedy,  they 


held  a  prayer  vigil  in  the 
street  where  the  youth  were 
killed.  On  Saturday  night, 
they  inaugurated  what  is  to 
be  an  ongoing  service  to  be 
held  at  the  church  called 
“Evangeline  JAM.” 

“We  are  here  to  pray,  to 
heal,  to  honor  those  we  have 
lost  and  to  take  ownership 
of  what  is  going  on  in  our 
neighborhood,”  Ross  told 
the  group  of  about  40, 
young  and  old,  who  were 
present.  “It  is  time  to  stop 
the  violence.” 

Also  leading  the  program 
attended  by  Baptists, 
Muslims,  and  Pentacostals 
as  well  as  other  UMCs  in  the 
district,  was  Rev.  Carolyn 
Ross,  Ross’  wife  who  is  pastor  of  the  St. 
Paul-Wiley-Green  Chapel  Charges  and 
former  conference  youth  director. 

Ernest  Jackson,  19— a  compelling 
young  Baptist  evangelism  student  who 
shared  his  powerful  witness  as  a  former 
drug  dealer— and  his  wife,  Erika,  18, 
were  youth  leaders  for  the  service. 

“You  have  to  put  on  Jesus,”  Ernest 
told  the  youth  sitting  on  the  front  pews. 
“You  have  to  take  everything  else  off 
and  leave  it  behind. 

“Jesus  is  coming  back  and  he  ain’t 
playin’,”  was  his  message  and  some  of 
the  youth  heard  it.  Seven  of  them  gave 
their  lives  to  Christ  that  night. 

The  interdenominational  effort, 
designed  to  create  a  safe,  supportive 
place  for  youth  to  go,  continues  to  be  a 
blessing  for  everyone,  Ross  says.  Two 
more  youth  have  committed  their  lives 
to  God  and  people  from  all  over  the  city 
are  calling  him  wanting  to  participate 
and  offering  support.  Evangeline  will 
soon  become  the  first  official  Shalom 
Zone  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District. 

“We  are  constantly  asking,  ‘Lord, 
what  do  you  want  us  to  do  here  on  the 
comer  of  Lemonwood  and  Evangeline?’” 
Ross  says.  “Evangeline  UMC  now  truly  is 
on  the  streets  and  I  am  a  street  minister. 
God  placed  me  there.  ” 


A  fund  has  been  set  up  at  Hibernia  National  Bank  to  assist  families  with  funeral 
and  hospital  expenses.  Evangeline  UMC  will  be  assessing  needs  and  distributing  the 
assistance.  Donations  should  be  sent  to:”North  Foster  Victims  Memorial  Fund,  Acct. 
*800-51-8329-3,  Hibernia  National  Bank,  5175  Plank  Road,  Baton  Rouge,  L  A  70805 
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LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK 

A  look  at  upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 

Asbury  UMC,  Natchitoches  to  celebrate  133  years 

Asbury  UMC  at  704  Fifth  Street  in  Natchitoches  will  celebrate  it  133rd  anniversary 
Aug.  29  at  3  pm.  Asbury  was  the  first  Methodist  Church  established  in  Natchitoches. 
It  also  was  the  sight  of  one  of  the  Freedmens  Bureau  Schools  established  by  the  state 
of  Louisiana  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands  between  1865- 
1869. 

Featured  speaker  for  the  celebration  will  be  Dr.  Leslie  Norris,  Baton  Rouge  District 
superintendent.  The  public,  friends  and  former  members  are  invited  to  come  and 
share  in  this  historic  service. 

Uskichitto  to  celebrate  30th  anniversary 

Plan  now  to  attend  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center’s  30th  anniversary  Oct.  16.  There  will 
be  music,  swimming  food,  games,  old  friends  and  worship.  Contact  Sammie  King  at 
(318)  738-5259  for  more  information.  Uskichitto  is  located  in  LeBlanc  and  is 
supported  by  the  Acadiana,  Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles  Districts. 

Lake  Charles  District  collecting  flood  buckets 

Mission  in  Motion,  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  initiative  to  help  supply  the 
UMCOR  Depot  in  Baldwin,  is  coming  to  the  Lake  Charles  District  in  September.  The 
40-foot  trailer  will  be  available  in  three  different  locations  during  the  month. 

This  year  Lake  Charles  churches  will  collect  “flood  buckets.”  These  buckets  are 
filled  with  specific  cleaning  supplies  needed  by  flood  victims  after  a  disaster.  The  list 
of  items  to  be  assembled  in  the  flood  buckets  will  be  distributed  to  local  MIM  church 
coodinators.  Pre-packed  buckets  as  well  as  loose  items  to  be  assembled  later  will  be 
accepted.  September  is  prime  hurricane  season,  so  the  need  will  be  real  and  urgent. 
Paul  Leming  of  Lake  Charles  is  the  MIM  district  coordinator.  Contact  him  at  (318)  855- 
6130  for  more  information  and  for  drop-off  sites. 


Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  Slidell  recently  held  its  third  annual  Celebration  Wesley 
Heritage  Sunday.  The  event  was  instituted  to  help  the  congregation  take  note  of  its 
heritage  and  to  teach  its  children  “Why  we  are  called  Methodists.” 


Don’t  forget  to  look  for  the  LUM  Review  on  the  Louisiana  Conference  Website! 
The  address  is:  http://www.gbgm-umc.org/louisiana-conference/news.htm 
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Register  now  for  Louisiana  Faith-based  Workforce  Conference 
Bestselling  'how  to'  author  to  address  September  economic  summit 


Joan  Flanagan,  Chicago-based  author 
of  two  best-selling  books,  The  Grass 
Roots  Fundraising  Book  and 
Successful  Fundraising,  will  be  one  of 
the  keynote  speakers  at  the  Faith-based 
Workforce  Developmental  Conference 
Sept.  28-29.  She  has  worked  for  two 
grant-making  foundations  that  have 
made  more  than  $300  million  in  grants. 
Her  focus  at  the  summit  will  be  on 
proven  techniques  for  building  a  broad 
base  of  small  donors  as  well  as  identify¬ 
ing  the  best  major  donor  projects. 

The  conference,  which  will  be  held  at 
First  UMC,  Alexandria,  is  sponsored  by 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Task  Force  on 
Children  and  Poverty  as  part  of 
Louisiana’s  four-year  commitment  to  the 
church-wide  Bishops’  Initiative  on 
Children  and  Poverty.  Every  UM  church 
in  the  state  is  urged  to  send  at  least  two 
delegates  to  cover  the  wide  offering  of 
workshops  and  sessions  which  have 
been  planned  to  assure  maximum  bene¬ 
fit  for  all  participants. 

Flanagan  will  lead  simultaneous  ses¬ 
sions  at  the  event  with  Rev.  Emanuel 
Cleaver,  II,  first  African-American  mayor 
of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  pastor  of  St. 
James  UMC  in  that  city.  As  mayor, 
Cleaver  focused  on  job  creation  and 
implemented  a  welfare-to-work  program 
for  welfare  recipients.  (See  July  23  issue.) 

The  conference  brings  together  faith- 
based,  business,  government,  education 


and  non¬ 
profit  organi¬ 
zation  for 
mutual 
understand¬ 
ing  of  the 
unique 
responsibili¬ 
ties  each  sec¬ 
tor  plays  in 
the  formation 
of  a  quality 
work  force 
and  work 
environment 
in  Louisiana, 
communities 


Flanagan 

In  the  past,  faith-based 


have  not  recognized  or 
accepted  fully  their  unique  and  essential 
role  in  intentionally  participating  in  the 
economic  lives  of  people.  The  informa¬ 
tion  provided  by  this  event  will  define 
and  instruct  these  roles. 

State  Senator  Randy  Ewing,  president 
of  the  Louisiana  Senate,  will  speak  at  a 
closing  service  led  by  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon.  Dr.  Will  Andres  will  lead  the 
choir  from  First  UMC,  Shreveport.  A  spe¬ 
cial  award  will  be  given  by  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  cost  for  the  event  is  $50  for  the 
two-day  event  and  includes  meals, 
snacks  and  conference  expenses. 

Registration  deadline  is  Sept.  5 
Please  see  page  4  for  registration  form 
and  options. 


Tuesday,  Sept.  28 

1.  Friends  of  Familles-Roger  Guissinger 

2.  Mentoring  -  Terrel  DeVille,  Doug  Ezell  - 
and  Gary  Willis 

3.  How  to  Begin  a  Church-Led  Business 

Kathey  Hunter 

4.  How  to  Raise  a  Work-ready  Child 

Presiding:  Jan  Haworth-Fedferal  programs 
administrator,  Donna  N.Ganey— La.  State 
Dept,  of  Education, 

Lola  Kendrick-Governor’s  School-to 
Work  consultant,  Pam  Webb— Workplace 
Literacy 

5.  Classism,  Racism.  &  Faith 

Dr.  Anita  Crump— Retired  New  Orleans 
principal,  Dr  Don  Cottrill-former  conference 
council  director,  UM  pastor,  Slidell 

6.  Public  Policies  Affecting  Low  Income, 
Unemployed  and  Economically 
Dependent  People-  Rev.  Neal  Christie,  Dr. 
Phyllis  Freeman,  Mr.  Mark  Harrison,  Mr.  Jim 
Winkler  (General  Board  of  Church  &  Society) 

7.  Systems  Based  Employee  Resourcing 
Ron  Hopkins 

8.  Faith  Response  to  the  Under-Employed 
Among  Us— Sister  Lory  Schaff 

9.  Forming  Networks  and  Collaborations 

Elliot  Wright,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministry 


UMW  Annual  Meeting  to  convene  in  Baton  Rouge 


“Mis5ion  2000: 
Feed  My  Sheep" 


The  26th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  convene  Sept.  24  at  1  p.m.  at  First 
UMC  in  downtown  Baton  Rouge.  The  theme  for 
the  meeting,  the  last  one  this  century,  is  “Mission 
2000:  Feed  My  Sheep,”  based  on  scripture  from 

John  21:  15-17. 

Sarah  Shingler,  president  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Women  Division  will  be  the 
guest  speaker.  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  and  his  wife 
Joy  will  host  an  open  house  at  the  Conference 
Office  Friday  afternoon.  See  you  there! 


Alexandria  La. 


Wednesday,  Sept.  29 

1.  How  to  Begin  a  Non-Profit  Church-Led 
Business 

Kathey  Hunter,  Northwestern  Small  Business 
Dept. 

2.  The  Welfare  Mother- Who  Is  She?  What 
Will  Achieve  Economic  Independence  for 
Her? 

Liz  Brazelton,  Dept,  of  Social  Services, 
Regional  director— Job  Readiness  for 
Women 

3.  How  to  Raise  a  Work-ready  Child 

Presiding:  Jan  Haworth-Federal  programs 
administrator 

Donna  N.Ganey-La.  State  Dept,  of  Education, 
Lola  Kendrick-Governor’s  School-to- Work 
consultant,  Pam  Webb- Workplace  Literacy 

4.  The  Unemployed  and  Working-poor 
Father 

Daryl  Burrows— Annie  Casey  Foundation 
Mary  Joseph— Dept,  of  Social  Services 

5-  Classism,  Racism  and  Faith 

Dr  Anita  Crump-Retired  New  Orleans 
principal.  Dr  Don  Cottrill-former  conference 
council  director,  UM  Pastor,  Slidell 

6.  Louisiana  Laws  and  Policies  Affecting 
the  Poor 

Melissa  Flournoy,  Louisiana  Association  of 
Non-Profits 

7.  Public  Policies  Affecting  Low  Income, 

Unemployed  and  Economical Iv 
Dependent  People-Rev.  Neal  Christie,  Dr 
Phyllis  Freeman,  Mr.  Mark  Harrison  and  Mr. 
Jim  Winkler  (General  Board  of  Church  & 
Society)  ^ 

8.  Transformational  Business  Leadership 
Ron  Hopkins— Shell  Oil 

9.  Our  Working  Poor:  the  New  Majority- 
Fredell  Butler 

10.  Caring  for  the  Elderly  Poor 

Presiding:  Patsy  Barnes 

Panel  of  senior  citizen  care  providers ' 

Inside  •  •  • 

2  . Celebrate  Children’s 

Sabbath 

3  . VIM  needs  your 

hdpfbrOida.  project  >§ fSZjj 
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Being  and  Doing  Silent  retreats  deepen  the  spiritual  journey 


Bishop  Solomon  has  invited  a  member  of  the 
Mission  Cabinet  to  write  the  “Being  and  Doing"  col¬ 
umn  for  the  summer.  Guest  columnist  for  this  issue 
is  Dr.  Rena  Yocom,  executive  director.  Conference 
Mission  and  Ministries. 


'Do  not  hinder  them...' 


The  headlines  read  “La.  among 
worst... places  to  raise  children.”*  It  was 
the  latest  report  from  the  Children’s 
Rights  Council,  a  child  advocacy  group 
based  in  Washington  that  ranked 
Louisiana  50th  in  “child-friendly”  states. 
[Only  Washington,  D.C.  ranked  as  a  more 
undesirable  place  to  raise  children.] 
These  results  were  based  on  factors  that 
directly  impact  the  quality  of  life  for  chil¬ 
dren,  including:  abuse  and  neglect,  chil¬ 
dren  living  in  poverty,  juvenile  crime, 
school  drop-out  rates,  divorce  rate  and 
teen  pregnancies. 

Last  year  Louisiana  placed  47th  in  this 
same  poll.  David  Hood,  secretary  of  the 
Louisiana  Department  of  Health  and 
Hospitals  responded,  “If  Maine  [ranked 
*1]  had  as  many  people  in  poverty  as 
Louisiana,  they  would  be  ranked  where 
we  are.”  Hood  reported  that  one-third  of 
the  population  in 
Louisiana  is  poor; 
over  400,000  chil¬ 
dren  depend 
upon  Medicaid 
for  their  health 
care. 

Many  of  us  are 
shocked  at  the 
headlines,  sad¬ 
dened  by  the  sta¬ 
tistics  and  ques¬ 
tion  the  validity  of 
the  conclusions 
of  the  report.  This  is  not  the  Louisiana 
we  know.  It  is  not  the  Louisiana  we  want 
for  our  children  and  grandchildren,  our 
nieces  and  nephews  or  the  children  in 
our  neighborhood. 

When  Jesus  walked  about  on  this 
earth,  people  wanted  to  bring  their  chil¬ 
dren  to  him.  When  the  disciples  discour¬ 
aged  such  an  effort.  Jesus  said  to  them, 
“Let  the  children  come.  Do  not  hinder 
them...”  [Mark  10:14] 

Are  there  ways  in  which  we  are  hin¬ 
dering  the  children  in  Louisiana? 

We  have  not  physically  injured  chil¬ 
dren;  yet  we  may  be  guilty  of  ignoring 
the  plight  of  the  children  around  us. 
There  are  126,000  United  Methodists  in 
565  churches  in  the  state  of  Louisiana.  If 
all  126,000  persons  decided  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  lives  of  the  children  in  at 
least  565  communities,  we  might  never 
read  headlines  like  that  again. 

We  are  hearing  wonderful  stories  of 
churches  that  have  taken  initiatives  to 
change  the  world  for  children  in  their 
neighborhoods.  One  congregation,  who 


had  few  children  coming  to  church  or 
Sunday  School,  decided  to  find  out 
where  the  children  were.  They  had  a 
“walk  around”  at  11  a.m.  on  Sunday 
morning.  They  found  many  children  at 
the  local  laundromat  with  their  mothers. 
So  the  church  started  a  cadre  of  volun¬ 
teers  going  to  the  laundromat  every 
Sunday  morning  to  read  Bible  stories  to 
the  children  while  the  mothers  did  the 
family’s  weekly  laundry.  The  children 
were  more  content,  the  mother’s  stress 
was  reduced;  but  more  than  that,  the  chil¬ 
dren  were  introduced  to  the  Word  of 
God. 

Another  church  looked  around  and 
found  the  children  on  the  street.  They 
used  musicians,  storytellers  and  chalk  to 
start  a  “Sidewalk  Sunday  School.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  established  an 

Initiative  on 
Ministry  with 
Children  and  the 
Poor.  Through 
this  initiative, 
God  calls  us  to 
ask  what  we  can 
do  for  the  “least 
of  these”  in  our 
midst.  It  means 
that  we  must 
care  passionately 
about  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  about 
those  factors  that  make  life  harder  for 
them.  That  includes  poverty. 

If  Secretary  Hood  is  correct,  then  one 
of  the  real  issues  for  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  is  the  pervasiveness  of  pover¬ 
ty.  We  confess  that  we  have  allowed 
Louisiana  to  fall  into  50th  place.  As  a 
faith-based  organization,  we  have 
assumed  that  responsibility  for  the  eco¬ 
nomic  lives  of  people  is  in  someone 
else’s  job  description. 

But,  there  is  good  news.  The  task 
force  that  organized  the  “Children  in 
Need”  special  session  in  October  of  1997, 
the  “Youth  in  Crises”  emphasis,  now 
presents  a  Faith  Based  Economic 
Development  Conference,  Sept.  28-29  at 
First  UMC  in  Alexandria. 

All  of  us  have  the  opportunity  to  learn 
how  the  church  can  play  a  role  in  a 
healthy  and  economically  more  stable 
environment  for  children.  Then  we  will 
be  able  to  honestly  respond,  “We  did  not 
hinder  the  children.” 

*  The  Advocate,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  July 
18,  1999. 


by  Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 
Shreveport  District  Communication 
Advisor 

He  said  to  them,  “Come  away  to  a 
deserted  place  all  by  yourselves  and  rest 
a  while.” 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is 
taking  yet  another  step  in  faith  in  its 
commitment  to  experiences  of  worship 
and  learning  to  “raise  up  spiritual  lead¬ 
ers”  for  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Two 
three-day  “Watch  and  Pray”  Silent 
Retreats  have  been  crafted  for  this  fall  at 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth.  The  women’s  retreat 
will  be  held  Sept.  26-29,  followed 
by  the  men’s  retreat  Oct.  3-6. 

Both  retreats  will  begin  on 
Sunday  evening  and  close  on 
Wednesday  afternoon. 

Designed  for  lay-persons 
and  clergy,  these  retreats  will 
bring  together  64  persons 
“who  have  a  com¬ 
mon  desire  tol 
know  God,  and 
enter  into  a  time  of  prayer,  meditation, 
contemplation,  and  daily  worship.” 
Though  different  than  the  Cursillo  and 
Walk  To  Emmaus  experiences,  they  will 
provide  participants  further  opportunity 
to  continue  their  pilgrimage  into  a  deep¬ 
er  relationship  with  God. 

Drawing  from  similar  models  and 
from  ancient  Christian  sources,  the 
retreat  is  structured  to  allow  participants 
the  experience  of  seeking  intimate  com¬ 
munion  with  God  in  the  context  of 
Christian  community.  Some  will  experi¬ 
ence  both  a  new  model  for  prayer  and 
a  new  model  for  life  in  community  with 


other  Christians.  Similar  models  in 
Convent  and  Grand  Couteau,  La.,  draw 
thousands  of  persons  throughout  the 
year  to  the  opportunity  to  commune 
with  their  Lord  in  a  setting  freed  from  the 
pressures  and  distractions  of  daily  life. 

Beginning  at  5  p.m.  on  Sunday,  the 
retreat  will  start  with  dinner  and  wor¬ 
ship  and  then  participants  will  enter  the 
Great  Silence  until  the  closing  meal  on 
Wednesday.  Each  day  will  be  inter¬ 
spersed  with  worship,  communion  and 
brief  “Words  of  Grace”  presentations  by 
three  retreat  leaders. 

At  any  time  during  the  retreat,  par¬ 
ticipants  may  choose  to  spend 
time  in  shared  reflection  with 
one  of  the  designated  retreat 
leaders.  These  “soul 
friends”— called  anam  cara 
in  older  Christian  traditions— will 
be  available  on  request  for 
prayer  and  conversation. 

To  provide  par¬ 
ticipants  greatest 
opportunity  to  use  this  time  apart,  rooms 
will  have  only  one  occupant.  There  are 
still  places  available  in  both  the  men’s 
and  women’s  retreats.  The  cost  of  the 
event,  including  meals,  lodging,  and  fees 
will  be  $218.  A  limited  number  of  par¬ 
tial  scholarships  are  available  upon 
request. 

Registration  information  may  be 
obtained  from  Rev.  Carl  Rhodes  at  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802;  you 
may  reserve  your  place  by  mailing  your 
deposit  of  $100  directly  to  Rev.  Carole 
Cotton  Winn,  199  Trenton  Drive,  Slidell, 
LA  70461,  for  the  women’s  retreat  and  to 
Rev.  Carl  Rhodes  for  the  men’s  retreat. 


Resource  book  helps  UM  churches  cele¬ 
brate  Children's  Sabbath 


The  1996  General  Conference  called  on 
United  Methodists  to  put  ministries  with 
children  and  their  families  first.  United 
Methodist  churches  across  America  are 
encouraged  to  celebrate  the  National 
Observance  of  Children’s  Sabbaths.  This 
year’s  interdenominational,  intergenera- 
tional  event  will  focus  on  get¬ 
ting  all  children  ready  to  leam 
and  succeed.  The  1999 
Children’s  Sabbath 
also  addresses  the 
,  obstacles  that  hin- 
der  children’s 


readiness  to 
leam  including 
poverty,  poor 
nutrition,  lack 
of  health  care, 
lack  of  quality 


child  care  and  early  learning  experi¬ 
ences,  violence  and  lack  of  encourage¬ 
ment  and  adult  support. 

To  assist  congregations,  the 


Children’s  Sabbath  resource  book, 
Wonderfully  Made,  produced  by  the 
Children’s  Defense  Fund,  a  private,  non¬ 
profit  organization  which  accepts  no 
government  funds  and  is  dedicated  to 
providing  a  strong,  effective  voice  for  all 
children  of  America,  is  now  available.  It 
is  priced  at  a  very  affordable  range  of  $6 
to  $1.50  depending  on  the  number  of 
copies  ordered. 

If  you  are  unable  to  observe  the 
Children’s  Sabbath  on  October  17, 
please  pick  an  alternative  date.  The 
materials  may  be  used  at  any  time. 

Congregations  also  can  order  the 
2000  Children’s  Prayer  Calendar  that 
will  encourage  celebration  of  birthdays 
and  prayer  with  missionary  children. 
The  calendar  is  $12.95- 

To  get  a  copy  of  these  materials,  call 
Ruth  Kurtz,  director,  Promotion/Utilization, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  at  (212) 
870-3784  or  the  CDF  at  (202)  662-3652. 
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A  terrible  disaster-What  can  we  do? 


by  Ronnie  Berg 
First  UMC,  Covington 

On  October  30,  1998,  I  was  in  the 
office  of  the  consul  general  of  Nicaragua 
discussing  the  most  recent  communique 
from  Managua,  the  capital  city,  concern¬ 
ing  the  effect  of  Hurricane  Mitch  on  that 
nation.  Because  I  am  president  of  the 
American/Nicaraguan  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  New  Orleans,  I  was  asked 
to  help  with  this  terrible  disaster.  I  had 


without  a  distribution  network  in  place 
to  prevent  theft  and  to  ensure  that  the 
very  needy  receive  the  aid.  I  asked  for 
his  immediate  help  if  I  could  get  the 
Nicaraguan  government  to  guarantee 
that  the  supplies  would  get  only  to  those 
in  need.  He  said  “show  me!”  That  assur¬ 
ance  came  quickly  by  phone  and  a  trans¬ 
mitted  letter  from  Enrique  Baleonous, 
vice  president  of  Nicaragua.  Our  goal 
was  fulfilled:  to  have  UMCOR  ship 


Berg 


never  been  confronted 
with  such  a  request 
before.  I  said  I  would  try.  A  military  support  plane  bound  for  Nicaragua  is 
By  Sunday,  November  1,  loaded  with  UMCOR  supplies  at  Belle  Chase  Naval 


it  was  reported  that  the  Air  Base, 
death  toll  in  Nicaragua 
alone  was  now  3,000,  with  50,000 
injured  and  displaced. 

That  same  Sunday  evening  my  wife 
and  I  attended  the  Charge  Conference  at 
our  local  church,  First  UMC,  Covington. 
My  thoughts  were  with  the  people  of 
Nicaragua  whom  I  had  met  over  the  last 
three  years — from  President  Arnold 
Alleman,  to  business  acquaintances,  to 
beggars  on  the  streets.  What  could  I  do 
here  at  home  so  far  away  from 
Nicaragua?  Because  of  the  hurricane  dis¬ 
aster,  the  district  superintendent  at  the 
Charge  Conference  mentioned  the 
worldwide  services  of  UMCOR,  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
and  suddenly  I  knew  what  I  had  to  do. 

On  Monday  I  called  the  UMCOR 
office  in  Baldwin,  La.  and  told  the  man¬ 
ager,  Bob  Osgood,  that  I  wanted  to  help 
arrange  a  plane  load  of  emergency  sup¬ 
plies  for  Nicaragua  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  was  directed  to  Lloyd  Rollins  of  the 
UMCOR  national  staff  who  politely  told 
me  that  UMCOR  never  ships  supplies 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis/LUM  Review 

40,000  pounds  of  relief  supplies  to 
Managua  at  once.  With  God’s  help  we 
got  Pentagon  approval  for  a  military 
transport  plane  to  fly  from  Belle  Chase 
Naval  Air  Base  outside  New  Orleans  on 
Monday,  Nov.  8. 

At  worship  the  day  before  the  plane 
left,  I  reported  what  was  happening  to 
the  members  of  First  Church,  Covington: 
The  death  toll  by  then  had  climbed  to 
12,000!  But,  I  had  come  to  know  God’s 
role  for  me  in  this  disaster  — and  the  role 
of  my  church  through  UMCOR.  I  told  the 
congregation  that  UMCOR  needs  us  all, 
especially  our  monetary  gifts,  because 
UMCOR  could  double  or  triple  the  value 
of  our  funds  through  its  buying  power. 
Because  of  its  great  organizational  skills 
and  our  financial  support  UMCOR  can 
replenish  its  storehouse  and  be  ready  for 
the  next  disaster — wherever  it  strikes. 

This  experience  touched  my  life  and 
the  lives  of  many.  It  has  made  me 
proud  again  to  be  a  United  Methodist! 


Resource  for  developmental  disabilities  available 


The  United  Methodist  Task  Force  on 
Developmental  Disabilities  held  its  eighth 
annual  conference  in  Baltimore  July  15-17. 
The  task  force  is  sponsored  by  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Unit  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Members  of  the 
task  force  include  pastors,  parents,  persons 
with  developmental  disabilities  acting  as  self 
advocates,  Christian  educators  and  other 
interested  professionals. 

A  resource  packet  is  available  from  the 
task  force.  The  packet  is  designed  for  use  by 


conference  resource  centers,  district  teams, 
local  churches  and  other  interested  persons. 
It  includes  selected  bibliographies  of  written 
and  video  materials,  a  letter  and  a  model  of 
inclusion  developed  by  self  advocates. 
Information  on  Autism  for  Religious 
Education  Teachers,  and  camping  resources. 
To  request  a  copy  of  this  packet,  contact  Pat 
Cook  at  (913)  682-8517.  Call  Curric-U-Phone 
at  (800)  251-8591  for  information  on  UM  devel¬ 
opmental  disabilities  curriculums. 


Volunteers  in  Misiion  lor 
OKLAHOMA  CITY  TORNADO  RESPONSE 
Nov.  14-20,  1999 


Louisiana  VIM  will  be  making  a  Christian  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  lives  of  our  friends  in 
Oklahoma  City  who  have  been  devastated  by 
this  spring’s  tornados. 

Volunteers  will  provide  the  labor  for  build¬ 
ing  or  completing  construction  of  a  new 
home.  We  need  carpenters,  electricians, 
plumbers,  finishers,  painters,  roofers  and 
helpers  of  all  levels  of  experience.  We  also 
need  persons  to  serve  the  team  in  meal 
preparation. 

The  team  will  leave  from  Vivian  UMC  at  1 
p.m.  following  morning  worship,  Sunday, 

Nov.  14.  Rev.  Bob  Townsend  is  team  leader. 

The  cost  will  be  $135  per  person  which 
includes  transportation,  lodging  and  meals, 
secondary  insurance,  t-shirt  and  fees. 

Transportation  will  be  church  vans  and 
lodging  will  be  in  church  facilities  with 
showers,  mattresses,  linens  and  towels.  Photo  from  UMNS 

For  more  information  contact  Larry  D. 

Norman,  Louisiana  VIM  director,  at  888-239-5286  or  225-346-1646;  or  Bob 
Townsend,  318-375-3521. 

Come  help  make  a  Christian  Difference! 


Millennium  event  to  celebrate  Christ's 
2,000th  birthday 


You  are  invited  to  join  a  gathering  of 
Methodist  and  Wesleyan  churches  across 
North  America  Nov.  18-21  in  Houston  to 
celebrate  the  2,000th  year  since  the  birth  of 
Jesus  Christ 

The  event,  “Jesus  Christ:  The  Hope  for 
the  New  Millennium,”  is  a  successor  to  a 
historic  gathering  25  years  ago  in 
Dallas,  according  to  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale,  the  council's  top  staff  execu¬ 
tive. 

A  direct  link  to  Bethlehem,  the 
place  of  Jesus’  birth,  will  be  part  of 
the  conference.  A  Christian  artist 
there  is  casting  several  thousand 
candles  for  use  in  Houston.  A 
young  child  who  lives  in 
Shepherd’s  Field  adjoining 
Bethlehem,  Kameel  Rishmawi, 
will  bring  a  candle  lighted  at  the 
birthplace  of  Jesus  Christ.  Accompanied 
by  his  parents,  he  will  participate  in  an 
open-air  ceremony  in  Sam  Houston  Park. 
Hale  said  Kameel  will  first  light  candles 
held  by  children  representing  the  next  gen¬ 
eration  of  Wesleyan  Methodists,  then  light 
candles  of  all  gathered  in  the  park. 

In  the  event’s  Nov.  18  opening  service, 
representatives  of  the  nine  denominations 
will  carry  banners  into  the  sanctuary. 
Bishop  John  R.  Bryant  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker.  A  block  party  in  the  street 
will  follow  with  live  music  and  refreshments. 

The  remainder  of  the  program  includes 
Bible  study,  plenary  gatherings  and  a 
choice  of  28  seminars  and  workshops. 


The 


Participants  also  can  take  part  in  work  team 
experiences  in  the  greater  Houston  area. 

The  Rev.  John  Maxwell,  a  Wesleyan  pas¬ 
tor  and  founder  of  INJOY  Inc.,  an  organi¬ 
zation  offering  leadership  development  and 
training,  will  be  the  Nov.  19  keynote  speak¬ 
er.  Bible  study  leaders  are  Bishop  Graciela 
Alvarez,  the  first  woman  elected 
bishop  in  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Mexico;  Bishop  Thomas  Hoyt, 
a  theologian  and  preacher  of  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  who  is  from  Shreveport 
and  spoke  at  the  ecumenical 
breakfast  at  Annual  Conference; 
and  the  Rev.  Grace  Imathiu,  a 
young  leader  from  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Kenya  currendy  living 
in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Each  participant  will  receive  a 
personal  diary  and  will  be  asked  to  record 
hopes  and  intentions  for  the  new  millenni¬ 
um.  The  event  will  close  with  reflections  on 
Christ's  mission  in  North  America  for  the  21st 
century. 

The  North  American  Section  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  and  its  North 
American  evangelism  division  are  the  spon¬ 
sors  for  the  conference  which  will  meet  at 
the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel  and  at  First  UMC. 

Don’t  miss  this  joyous  event!  The  cost  is 
$100/single  or  $130/married  couple  Early 
registration  is  recommended.  Information  is 
available  from  World  Methodist  Evangelism, 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  1008  19th  Ave. 
South,  Nashville,  TN  37212-2166  or  by  call¬ 
ing  (615)  340-7542. -/rom  UMNS 


Event 
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Your  creativity  wanted 

We're  looking  for  a  new  name...still! 

Send  your  suggestions  for  a  new  name 
for  the  conference  newspaper  to: 

Communications  Task  Force 
c/o  Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  editor@premier.net 


Wanted: 

Writers  and  photographers 


Entries  must  be  received  by  Oct.  1. 


The  Louisiana  Edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Review  Is  looking  for  writers  and 
photographers  from  all  over  the  state  to  cover 
events  in  their  districts. 

If  you  have  writing  or  photography  skills 
(or  know  someone  who  does)  and  would  like 
to  participate  in  this  ministry,  please  contact: 

Bobbie  Armstrong,  Editor  at  (225)  346-1646, 
Ext.  227. 


Breakfast  Sessions  -  7:30  a.m 


Wednesday  ( Choose  one) 

1.  Breakfast  with  Mayor  Cleaver 

Presiding:  Bishop  Dan  Solomon 


2.  Fellowship  and  Networking 

Presiding:  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero 


Morning  sessions  -  9  a.m.-noon 


Tuesday  (choose  one) 

1.  ’’Economic  Development  in  Today’s 

World”— Mayor  Cleaver 
Presiding:  Bishop  Solomon 

2.  “Arranging  Your  Non-profit: 

Planning  for  Sustainability”-Joan 
Flanagan 


Wednesday  (choose  one) 

1.  Symposium  with  Mayor  Cleaver 

2.  “Grassroots  Fundraising:  Developing 

Boards  and  Board  Policies  for 
Effective  Non-Profits”-Joan 
Flanagan 


Noon  Luncheons 


Tuesday  (choose  one) 


1 .  Mayor  Cleaver 


2.  Joan  Flanagan 

Rev.  Emanuel 
Cleaver,  II,  for¬ 
mer  mayor  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  will 
lead  economic 
summit  sessions. 


Wednesday  (choose  one) 

1.  “Faith  Communities  and  Economic 

Development”— Elliot  Wright, 
GBGM 

2.  “Inner  City  Economic  Development”- 

Darryl  Barrow  and  Annie  Casey, 
specialists 

3-  'Economic  Outreach  for  Local  Churches”- 
Genaal  Board  of  Church  and  Society  staff 


Registration  for  Faith-based  Workforce  Developmental  Conference 


Yes,  I  will  be  attending. 
(Please  make  selections.) 
Tuesday,  Sept.  28 

_  9-noon— Cleaver 

_  9-noon— Fla  nnigan 

Luncheon:  (Refer  to 
options  above) 

1. _  2. _ 

Workshops:  (Please  see 
front  page  listing,  1st  col¬ 
umn;  choose  one,  write 
number)  _ 


Wednesday,  Sept.  29 

Breakfast:  (See  above) 

_  Cleaver 

_  Fellowship/Net. 

Morning  sessions: 

_  Mayor  Cleaver 

_  Joan  Flanagan 

Luncheon:  (Please  see 
options  above) 

1.  _ 2.  3 


Attendee  name: 


Address: 


Fax: _ 

Phone: _ 

Additional  Attendees: 


Workshops:  (See  front 
page,  2nd  column)  _ 


Amount  due _ x$50=_ 


Mail  registration  form  and  check  to: 

Betty  Alderman,  Registrar,  Economic  Conference,  2727  Jackson 
Street,  Alexandria,  LA  71301. 

CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  CALENDAR 

September 


August 

22-28  VIM  (Construction),  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference 
26-28  DISCIPLE  Bible  Training, 
Radisson  Hotel,  Baton 

Rouge 

26-29The  Academy  for  Spiritual 

Leadership,  St.  Charles  Center, 
Lake  Charles 


2-5  VIM  (Medical),  Rio  Bravo, 
Mexico 

6  Labor  Day 

10- 19VIM  (Medical),  Cotani,  Bolivia 
11  Conference  Center  Board 

Meeting,  Woodworth 

11- 14  District  Missioner  Caravan 
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LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK 

A  look  at  upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 

Town  and  Country  Training  Pilot  offers  ideas  that  work 

The  Town  and  Country  Training  Pilot  will  be  held  Oct.  21-22  at  the  Conference 
Center  and  will  provide  training  for  pastors  of  town  and  country  churches  across  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  There  will  be  10  workshops  on  ideas  that  have  been  success¬ 
ful  in  small  membership  churches.  Ten  pastors  from  each  district  will  be  invited  to 
attend  along  with  one  lay  person  from  the  same  church.  The  only  cost  for  this  sem¬ 
inar  is  $51  per  person  for  meals  and  lodging.  All  workshops  and  materials  are  pro¬ 
vided  free  of  charge.  If  you  are  interested  and  would  like  to  know  more  about  this 
opportunity,  contact  your  district  missioner  today! 

Worship  Settings  Workshop  offered  by  Alexandria  District 

The  Alexandria  District  is  offering  a  Worship  Settings  Workshop  Saturday, 
Sept.  18  at  Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria.  The  workshop  will  be  led  by  Mary  Dark  who 
designed  the  altars  for  Annual  Conference.  She  is  the  former  owner  of  Broadmoor 
Florist  in  Shreveport  and  also  has  designed  floats  for  the  Rose  Bowl  Parade.  She  is 
now  in  ministry  to  teach  laity  how  to  use  visual  concepts  to  interpret  scripture.  Cost: 
$60.  Call  (318)  443-3213  for  details. 

Ministers’  Week  inspires 

them  again! 

Over  70  ministers  and  laity 
gathered  at  the  Conference 
Center  July  26-29  for  spiri¬ 
tual  renewal  and  to  focus 
on  “The  Bible  and  Our  Life 
Together”  during  Ministers’ 

Week  ‘99.  Dr.  Bill  Mallard, 
professor  of  Theology  and 
Church  History  at  Candler 
School  of  Theology  in 
Atlanta  led  a  study  of  the 
Gospel  of  Mark.  The  week 
also  included  fellowship, 
worship,  time  for  personal 
reflection... and  great 
music  provided  by  choirs 
from  around  the  confer¬ 
ence.  Barbara  Murray,  New 
Orleans  District  missioner, 
was  music  leader  for  the 
event.  Rev.  Flint  Shea 
served  as  dean. 

Scholarships  available  for  pastoral  students 


Scholarships  are  available  to  all  per¬ 
sons  currently  in  seminary  or  in  Course 
of  Study.  These  scholarships  are  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  monies  received  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry. 

To  qualify  a  person  must  be  a  certified 
candidate  for  ministry,  on  the  elder,  dea¬ 


con  or  local  pastor  track,  and  enrolled  in 
a  seminary.  Scholarship  awards  are 
based  on  financial  need. 

For  further  information  please  contact 
Rev.  Mark  Bray,  P.O.  Box  680  Bunkie,  LA 
71322.  (318)  346-2764,  or  e-mail 

mabray@kricket.net. 
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Louisiana  State  Senate  President  Ewing  to  speak  at  closing  service  of  Conference  economic  summit 
National,  General  Church  experts  to  conduct  workshops  at  conference 


Louisiana  United  Methodist  have  a  rare 
and  valuable  gift  coming  this  month:  The 
Faith-based  Workforce  Developmental 
Conference 

If  you  have  not  registered  at  least  two 
people  for  this  economic  summit  which 
will  be  held  at  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  Sept. 
28-29,  do  so  today.  You  do  not  want  to  miss 
this  opportunity  to  equip  your  church  for 
ministry  to  the  community.  Most  sessions 
and  workshops  will  be  concurrent,  so  you 
will  want  several  members  of  your  congre¬ 
gation  to  attend  so  you  won’t  miss  any  of 
the  information. 

Among  the  many  dignitaries  who  will  be 
leading  the  two  days  of  workshops  and  ses¬ 
sions  is  Louisiana  State  Senate  President 
Randy  Ewing,  who  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  for  the  closing  service  Wednesday 
afternoon  led  by  Bishop  Dan  Solomon. 

Ewing  is  a  native  of  Jackson  Parish  in 
North  Louisiana.  A  senator  since  1988,  he 
was  unanimously  elected  by  his  fellow  sen¬ 
ators  to  lead  them  in  January  1996. 

The  55-year-old  Democrat  represents  the 
35th  senatorial  district  which  is  composed 
of  Jackson  Parish  and  parts  of  Lincoln, 
Ouachita  and  Union  Parishes.  During  his 
service  in  the  State  Senate,  he  has  fought  for 
reform  in  governmental  ethics,  in  state 
spending  and  taxing  policies,  in  govern¬ 
mental  ethics  and  in  education.  He  has  also 
led  efforts  to  fight  child  abuse  and  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  in  La.  and  often  volunteers  his 
time  in  connection  with  related  community 


programs. 

A  gradu¬ 
ate  of 

Jonesboro- 
Hodge  High 
School  and 
Louisiana 
State 
University, 
Senator 
Ewing  is  in 
the  timber 
and  farming 
business  in 
Jackson  Parish.  He  and  his  wife  Rosemary 
have  two  children  and  four  grandchildren. 
Workshop  presenters  bring  expertise 

In  addition  to  the  keynote  speakers  Rev. 
Emanuel  Cleaver  and  Joan  Flanagan  (please 
see  LUM  Review,  July  30  and  Aug.  20 
issues),  workshop  presenters  bring  national 
expertise. 

Elliot  Wright,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  New  York,  authored  a  study  for 
the  Lily  Foundation  on  faith-based  eco¬ 
nomic  development.  He  brings  insights  and 
gleanings  from  these  successful  case  stud¬ 
ies. 

Staff  from  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  Washington,  D.C.,  will  identify 
issues  that  are  related  to  the  national  trends 
and  federal  policies.  They  will  inform  us  of 
United  Methodist  action  and  advocacy. 

Darryl  Burrows  is  a  director  for  the  Jobs 
Initiative  Program  of  the  Annie  E.  Casey 


Foundation,  one  of  the  largest  philanthrop¬ 
ic  organizations  in  the  United  States.  The 
foundation  is  devoted  to  all  human  issues 
which  support  enhanced  quality  of  life  for 
children  and  their  families.  Most  Americans 
‘identify  it  best  with  the  annual  “Kids  Count” 
report,  which  ranks  the  quality  of  well 
being  furnished  by  each  state  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  its  families. 

Burrows  is  involved  in  training  unem¬ 
ployed  or  underemployed  persons  with 
very  limited  economic  abilities  to  be 
employed:  he  also  networks  with  employ¬ 
ers  in  providing  industry-specific  training. 

Several  state  agencies  and  as  well  as 
Shell  Oil  Company  have  representatives 
leading  workshops.  Louisiana  Conference 
laity  and  clergy  also  will  be  conducting 
workshops. 

This  innovative  summit  will  bring 
together  faith-based,  governmental,  educa¬ 
tional  and  non-profit  organizations  for 
mutual  understanding  of  the  unique 
responsibilities  each  sector  plays  in  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  quality  work  force  and  work 
environment  in  La.  Traditionally,  faith- 
based  communities  have  not  recognized  or 
accepted  fully  their  unique  and  essential 
role  in  intentionally  participating  in  the  eco¬ 
nomic. 

It  is  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Task  Force  on  Children  and 
Poverty  as  part  of  Louisiana’s  four-year 
commitment  to  the  churchwide  Bishops’ 
Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty. 


Mount  Sequoyah  singles  training  event  offers  'Sacred  Eyes/  WhHler  music 


by  Bobbie  Armstrong 
Editor 

Attention  all  single  and  singles  ministry 
leaders!  Grab  your  jeans  and  jackets  and 
head  to  Mount  Sequoyah,  the  charming 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Conference  and 
Retreat  Center,  Oct.  8-10  for  the  1999  SCJ 
Singles  Training  Event. 

Mount  Sequoyah  is  a  spiritual  gift  not 
enough  Louisiana  United  Methodists 
know  about.  Perched  on  a  beautiful 


Photo  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 


mountain  overlooking 
Fayetteville,  Ark.,  it’s 
not  so  steep  you’ll  get 
altitude  sickness,  but  it’s 
high  enough  to  take 
you  above  your  daily 
routine  to  get  a  refresh¬ 
ing,  new  perspective  on 
living  your  faith. 

Please  see  Singles, 
.  page  8. 


The  cost  for  the  Faith-based,  Work  Force 
Conference  is  $50  per  person,  which 
includes  meals.  Registration  deadline  is 
Sept.  5. 

Please  see  page  3  for  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  schedules  and  a  registra¬ 
tion  form. 

Foster  children's  advocate 
to  speak  in  Baton  Rouge 

On  Sunday, 

Sept.  12,  Rev. 

Robert  Colwell, 
director  of 

Advocates  for 
Foster  Children 
and  author  of  Love 
Leaves  No  Regrets 
an  Insightful  View 
of  Displaced 
Children  through 
the  Eyes  of  a 
Former  Foster  Child,  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker  for  an  evening  worship  service  at 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  called  “The  Least  of 
These.”  The  6  p.m.  service  will  be  based  on 
the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  chapter  25- 

Colwell,  who  will  be  in  town  to  lead  the 
Louisiana  Foster  Parent  Association’s  24th 
Annual  State  Foster  and  Adoptive  Parent 
Conference  Monday  and  Tuesday  is  also 
president  and  cofounder  of  Loving  Your 

Please  see  C  xrlwelL  page  8. 
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Being  and  Doing 


Bishop  Solomon  has  invited  a  member  of  the 
Mission  Cabinet  to  write  the  "Being  and  Doing”  col¬ 
umn  for  the  summer.  Guest  columnist  for  this  issue 
is  Carolyn  Dove,  director.  Conference  Youth 
Ministries. 


The  UM  Connection 


This  has  been  a  full  summer  for  me  with 
many  different  opportunities  to  serve  oth¬ 
ers,  be  sewed,  meet  new  people,  rekindle 
old  friendships,  recharge  my  spiritual  bat¬ 
tery,  give  my  body  some  rest  because  of 
illness  and,  most  importantly,  become 
keenly  aware  of  our  church’s  connection- 
alism.  As  one  person,  I  cannot  make  a  sig¬ 
nificant  difference  in  this  world,  but  as  a 
United  Methodist  lay  person  I  can  join  with 
other  United  Methodist  in  helping  those  in 
need. 

My  summer  began  with  almost  250 
youth  and  adults  traveling  to  the 
Conference  Center  for  our  annual 
DCYM/CCYM  Training.  These  folks  came 
together  to  leam  how  to  serve  their  local 
churches,  districts  and  conference  to  bring 
Christ  into  their  youth  groups.  Even 
though  I  was  ill  during  this  event,  I  was 
awed  by  the  way  the  CCYM  youth  rose  to 
the  occasion  and  handled  things. 

From  there  I  went  to  the  hospital  with 
bronchitis  and  missed  all  of  Annual 
Conference.  I  spoke  daily  with  Kay  Irby 
about  the  youth  participation  at  Annual 
Conference.  They  knew  what  was  expect¬ 
ed  of  them  and  they  took  care  of  business 
even  though  I  was  not  there. 

The  third  week  in  June,  I  went  reluc¬ 
tantly  to  Sager-Brown  to  coordinate  the 
VIM  Youth  Mission  Trip.  The  trip  almost 
did  not  happen  because  20  people  can¬ 
celed  leaving  us  with  six  participants.  I  was 
not  fully  recovered  from  being  ill,  I  didn’t 
know  the  other  five  people  who  were  par¬ 
ticipating,  and  I  was  limited  in  what  I  could 
do  physically.  The  Lord  is  SO  good! 
Because  a  small  membership  church  that 
had  never  participated  in  a  mission  event 
was  coming,  I  made  the  decision  to  make 
the  best  of  the  situation.  Initially,  the  folks 
at  the  UMCOR  depot  were  disappointed  in 
our  number.  What  could  be  accomplished 
by  so  few?  But,  in  one  week,  six  peo¬ 
ple— along  with  the  UMCOR  folks— put 
labels  on  1,200  boxes,  loaded  and 
unloaded  18-wheelers,  cut  the  grass, 
hauled  food  supplies,  checked  health  kits 
for  Kosovo,  found  lost  packages  in  the  mist 
of  hundreds  of  boxes,  ate  tons  of  popcorn, 
entertained  folks  from  Illinois  and  Monroe, 
La.  and,  most  importantly,  became  fast 
friends.  I  have  no  idea  how  many  hun¬ 
dreds  of  health  kits  we  prepared  for  ship¬ 
ment,  but  I  do  know  that  we  made  a  dif¬ 
ference.  Our  sharing  and  questioning  of 
the  word  of  God  enriched  our  faith  during 
our  devotion  time.  To  think  I  almost  did 
not  go. 

July  5  brought  the  annual  journey  for 


the  CCYM  to  Mount  Sequoyah  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark.  for  the  Jurisdictional 
Youth  Ministry  Organization  (JYMO)  train¬ 
ing  event  where  the  17  conferences  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  come  together. 
Forty-two  of  us  went  for  a  week  of  learn¬ 
ing,  sharing  and  legislation.  At  the  last 
minute,  our  CCYM  was  asked  to  provide 
an  evening  worship  sendee.  The  CCYM 
officers  planned  the  worship  service  and 
recruited  the  needed  persons  for  the  serv¬ 
ice  on  the  bus  trip  to  Mount  Sequoyah.  It 
turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  most  mean¬ 
ingful  services  held  at  JYMO. 

YOUTH  ‘99  took  me  to  Knoxville, 
Term.,  along  with  about  250  persons  from 
Louisiana,  to  join  9,400  other  people  from 
all  over  the  Untied  States  and  the  world.  I 
haven’t  sung  so  much  or  walked  so  much 
in  a  long  time.  The  music,  Bible  study  and 
worship  services  were  powerful.  I  saw 
people  from  other  parts  of  the  Untied 
States  that  I  had  not  seen  in  several  years. 
We  shared  what  Christ  was  doing  in  our 
lives  and  how  we  could  help  one  another 
through  prayer  and  e-mail.  The  conclu¬ 
sion  of  YOUTH  ’99  was  a  white  water  raft¬ 
ing  trip  down  the  Ocoee  River.  I  am  living 
proof  that  you  can  fall  out  of  your  raft  and 
survive.  The  worst  part  was  my  bruised 
ego. 

The  week  following  YOUTH  ’99  was 
NYMO  (National  Youth  Ministry 
Oiganization)  Convocation.  Five  of  us  rep¬ 
resented  Louisiana.  The  convocation  is 
primarily  legislation  with  worship  services 
everyday.  This  year  we  had  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  form  covenant  discipleship  groups. 
The  membership  of  my  group  was  from 
New  York,  Wyoming,  Oklahoma,  New 
Mexico,  Pennsylvania,  and  North  Carolina. 
Even  though  the  covenant  groups  met 
only  three  times,  we  formed  a  caring  and 
nurturing  bond. 

I  returned  home  to  find  out  one  of  our 
district  youth  coordinator’s  children  was 
seriously  ill.  Before  I  could  visit  or  speak 
with  her,  the  daughter  died.  By  making  a 
few  phone  calls,  the  whole  CCYM  was 
praying  for  her  and  the  family. 

We  Methodists  are  a  connected  people 
who  care  for  and  about  one  another. 
Together,  we  can  help  others  grow  spiritu¬ 
ally,  physically  and  mentally.  As  with  most 
things,  I  am  the  one  who  grows  the  most. 
I  would  challenge  you  as  a  member  of  the 
body  of  Christ  to  join  with  other  members 
of  Christ’s  church  to  make  a  difference  in 
your  local  church,  district  and  world.  I  did 
and  I  thank  the  Lord  for  steering,  pushing, 
and  prodding  me  to  be  in.  service  to  others. 


Foundation  announces  grant  awards 

Community,  church  organizations  among  recipients 

The  UM  Foundation  has  been  blessed  by  undesignated  endowments  that  afford 
the  opportunity'  to  support  innovative  ministries  through  a  grants  initiative.  A  com¬ 
mittee  of  clergy  and  laity  was  formed  to  review  grant  requests  on  a  semi-annual 
basis.  The  Appropriations  Committee  met  on  March  16,  1999  and  August  17,  1999 
and  awarded  the  following  grants  for  1999: 

Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership-Tracks  1-4  $  36,500 

Funded  in  part  by  the  Bishop’s  Society  Endowment 

Aldersgate  UMC  Alzheimer  Center,  Slidell  $  12,000 

Innovative  program  to  serve  as  model  for  other  churches 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  $  1,500 

Send  three  pastors  to  Perkins  School  of  Theology  Mentor  Program 

Children  In  Need  Committee 

Economic  Development  Conference  expenses 

St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  $200,000  Endowment 

Matching  funds  in  concert  with  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Friends  of  Families,  Inc.  (ministry  to  homeless) 

Matching  funds  for  expansion  into  Lake  Charles  area 

Grace  Community  UMC  Internship 

Two  internships  to  La  natives  graduating  from  seminary 

Louisiana  Conference  Center 

Matching  funds  to  cover  shortfall  in  operating  income 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 

Computer/Video  equipment 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 

Matching  funds  for  mission  project  in  Mexico 

The  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston 

Expansion  into  Southwest  Louisiana 

Methodist  Home  -for  Children,  New  Orleans 

Matching  funds  for  purchase  of  van 
Myriam’s  House,  Inc.,  Baton  Rouge 

Job  skill  equipment  for  homeless/indigent  women 


Resource  Materials  for  Leadership  Development  $  20,000 

Educational  material  designed  to  promote  leadership 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Ctr/Restaurant  Training  Program  $  8,000 

Work  skills  training  for  inner-city  youth 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center-Street  Academy  $18,000 

Computers  used  for  expansion  of  school  for  troubled  youth 

Stewardship  Seminar  at  Conference  Center  $  3,000 

Education  for  clergy/laity  hosted  by  UM  Foundation 

Town  &  Country  Church  Training  $  6,800 

Purchase  of  seminar  materials  and  video  projector 

Vision  Award— Aldersgate  UMC  $  500 

For  outstanding  efforts  in  developing  endowment  program 

Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech,,  Ruston  $24,000 

Internship  for  new  ministerial  approach 

TOTAL  FUNDS  AWARDED  $378,550 


More  information  about  the  grants  initiative,  including  a  listing  of  funding  priori¬ 
ties  is  available  at  the  Foundation’s  web  site  address:  www.umf.org.  Applications 
are  currently  being  accepted  for  the  January  15th  deadline. 

Conference  Resource  Catalog  available  on-line 

Every  United 

Methodist  Church  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual 

Conference  has  been 
give  one  copy  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference 
Resource  Center  Catalog. 

The  catalog  also  is 
published  on  the 
Louisiana  Conference 
Website: 

http:/lwww.gbgm- 
umc.org/louisiana-con- 
ference/catalog.htm.  You 
can  actually  place  an 
from  this  site. 


Conference 
Resource 
Center 
Catalog 


If  you  are  interested  in 
purchasing  an  additional 
catalog  at  $12  each,  please 
send  your  request  to: 

Conference  Resource 
Center 

Attention:  Shirlene 
Spears 

527  North  Boulevard 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802-5700 

Can  225-346-1646  ext. 
228,  or  1-888-239-5286  to 
order  with  a  Visa  or 
MasterCard. 


$  5,000 
$  37,500 
$  10,000 
$  20,000 
$  50,000 
$  8,250 
$  46,000 
$  50,000 
$  9,000 
$  12,500 
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Register  now  for  faith-based  economic  conference 

Tuesday  Schedule  Wednesday  Schedule 


Emanuel  Cleaver,  U,  former  mayor 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  will  lead  econom¬ 
ic  summit  sessions. 


Joan  Flanagan,  author  of  two  best¬ 
selling  books  on  fundraising,  will 
be  one  of  the  keynote  speakers. 


8:00  -  9:45  Late  Registration 

Office  Area  -  FUMC 

10:00  -  Noon  -Choose  One 

“Economic  Development  in  Today’s  World ” 

Speaker:  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 
Moderator:  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 
“Arranging  Your  Non-Profit:  Planning  for  Sustainability" 

Speaker:  Ms.  Joan  Flanagan 
Moderator:  Dr.  David  Britt 

12:15  -  1:45  Luncheons  -  Choose  One 

1 .  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 

2.  Ms.  Joan  Flanagan 

2:00  -  4:00  Workshops 

1 .  Friends  of  Families  -  Roger  Guissinger 

2.  Mentoring  -  Terrel  DeVille,  Doug  Ezell,  and 

Gary  Willis 

3.  How  to  Begin  a  Church-Led  Business  - 

Kathy  Hunter,  Northwestern  Small  Business  Dept. 

4.  How  to  Raise  a  Work-Ready  Child  - 
Presiding:  Jan  Haworth-Federal  Programs 

Administrator 

Donna  N.  Ganey-La.  State  Dept,  of  Education 
Lola  Kendrick-Govemor’s  SchooI-to-Work 
Consultant 

Pam  Webb- Workplace  Literacy 

5.  Classism.  Racism.  &  Faith  - 

Dr.  Don  Cottrill-Former  Conference  Council  Director 
UM  Pastor,  Slidell,  LA 

Dr.  Anita  Crump-Conference  Lay  Leader,  Retired  New  Orleans 
Principal 

6.  Public  Policies  Affecting  Low  Income.  Unemployed 

and  Economically  Dependent  People  - 

Rev.  Neal  Christie,  Dr.  Phyllis  Freeman, 

Mr.  Mark  Harrison,  Mr.  Jim  Winkler  (The  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society) 

7.  Systems  Based  Employee  Resourcing  - 

Dr.  Ron  Hopkins-Shell  Oil  Co. 

8.  Faith  Response  to  the  Under-Employed  Among  Us  - 

Sister  Lory  Schaff 

9.  Forming  Networ  ,s  and  Collaborations  - 

Mr.  Eliot  Wright,  The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
6:30  -  Ecumenical  Worship 

“Faith  Communities  and  People’s 
Work  Lives” 

Presiding:  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon,  Presiding  Bishop  of 

Louisiana  Area,  UMC,  and  President-elect  of  Louisiana  Inter- 
Church  Conference 
Preaching:  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 
Music:  First  United  Methodist  Church  Choir,  Alexandria 


For  more  information  and  a  list  of  hotels  offering  special  rates,  please  contact  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  at  (318)  443-5696. 

Please  note:  The  Louisiana  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  is  not  available  for  either  night. 


7:30  -  8:45  Breakfast  -  Choose  One 

Breakfast  with  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 
Presiding:  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 
Fellowship  and  Networking 

Presiding:  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero 
9:00  -  Noon  -  Choose  One 

Symposium  with  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 
Joan  Flanagan-Grassroots  Fundraising.  Developing  Boards  and 
Board  Policies  for  Effective  Non-Profits 
Noon  Luncheons  -  Choose  One 

1.  Faith  Communities  and  Economic  Development  - 

Mr.  Elliot  Wright,  The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

2.  Inner  City  Economic  Development  - 

Darryl  Burrows,  the  Annie  Casey  Foundation 

3.  Economic  Outreach  for  Local  Churches  - 

(The  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  Staff) 

2:00  -  4:00  Workshops 

1.  How  to  Begin  a  Non-Profit  Church-Led  Business 

Kathy  Hunter,  Northwestern  Small  Business  Dept. 

2.  The  Welfare  Mother- Who  is  She?  What  Will 

Achieve  Economic  Independence  for  Her? 

Liz  Brazelton,  Dept,  of  Social  Services 

Regional  Director  for  Job  Readiness  for  Women 

3.  How  to  Raise  a  Work-Ready  Child 

Presiding:  Jan  Haworth-Federal  Programs  Administrator 
Donna  N.  Ganey-La.  State  Dept,  of  Education 
Lola  Kendrick-Govemor’s  School-to-Work  Consultant 
Pam  Webb- Workplace  Literacy 
4.  The  Unemployed  and  Working  Poor  Father 

Daryl  Burrows-the  Annie  Casey  Foundation 
Mary  Joseph-Dept.  of  Social  Services 

5.  Classism.  Racism.  &  Faith 

Dr.  Don  Cottrill-Former  Conference  Council  Director 
UM  Pastor,  Slidell,  LA 

Dr.  Anita  Crump-Conference  Lay  Leader,  Retired  New 
Orleans  Principal 

6.  Louisiana  Laws  and  Policies  Affecting  the  Poor 

Melissa  Flournoy,  Louisiana  Association  of  Non-Profits 

7.  Public  Policies  Affecting  Low  Income.  Unemployed 

and  Economically  Dependent  People  -  Rev.  Neal  Christie, 

M 

Dr.  Phyllis  Freeman,  Mr.  Mark  Harrison,  Mr.  Jim  Winkler 

8.  Transformational  Business  Leadership 

Dr.  Ron  Hopkins-Shell  Oil  Co. 

9.  Our  Working  Poor-The  New  Majority  -  Fredell  Butler 

10.  Caring  for  the  Elderly  Poor  -  Presiding:  Patsy  Barnes 

Panel  of  senior  citizen  care  providers 
4:30  -  Sending  Forth  Service 

Presiding:  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 

Speaking:  Senator  Randy  Ewing,  President  of  the  Louisiana  Senate 
Dr.  Will  Andress  leading  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  Choir, 
Shreveport 

Special  Awards  given  by  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society 


I 


Registration  for  Faith-based,  Workforce  Developmental  Conference 


Yes,  I  will  be  attending  (Please  Make  Selections): 
Tuesday,  September  28  -Select  One: 

10-Noon:  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 
10-Noon:  Ms.  Joan  Flanagan 

Noon  Luncheons  -  Refer  to  Schedule 
above  for  titles  that  correspond  with  num¬ 
bers  -  Select  One: 


Wednesday,  September  29  -  Select  One: 

7:30-8:45:  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 


Attendee’s  name: 


_ 7:30-8:45:  Fellowship  &  Networking  Address- 


1. 


2. 


•  9-Noon:  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 

•  9-Noon:  Ms.  Joan  Flanagan 


Noon  Luncheons  -  Refer  to  Schedule 
above  for  titles  that  correspond  with  num¬ 
bers  -  Select  One: 


Fax: 


Phone: 


Additional  Attendees: 


1. 


2. 


3. 


2:00-4:00  -  Refer  to  Schedule 
above  for  titles  that  correspond 
with  numbers  -  Select  One: 


1. 

2. 

3. 


4. 

5. 

6. 


7. 

8. 

9. 


2:00-4:00  -  Refer  to  Schedule 

above  for  titles  that  correspond  with  numbers 

-  Select  One: 

1 _ 2 _ 3 _ 4 _ 

5. _  6. _  7. _  8. _ 

9 _ 10 _ 


Amount  Due: . 


x  $50.00=. 


Registration  form  and  checks  should  be 
mailed  to: 

Betty  Alderman,  Registrar 
Economic  Conference  at  FUMC 
2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 
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850  Kaliste  Saloom  Road 
Suite  217 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  235-0080 


New  Wesley  director 
appointed  at  USL 

Ashley  Mann  has  been  appointed  the 
new  director  of  the  Wesley  United  Campus 
Ministry  at  the  University  of  Southwestern- 
Louisiana  in  Lafayette. 

Mann  is  a  graduate  of  Texas  Tech 
University  and  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary  where  she  received  her  Master 
of  Divinity  degree.  She  is  married  to  Rev. 
Greg  Mann,  newly  appointed  associate 
pastor  at  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette. 

Mann  is  seeking  the  names  of  United 
Methodists  currently  enrolled  at  USL. 
Please  forward  any  names  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  so  that  they  can  be  personally  con¬ 
tacted. 

If  your  congregation  is  interested  in 
learning  more  about  Wesley  in  Lafayette, 
contact  Mann.  She  will  be  happy  to  speak 
to  your  congregation  or  youth  group. 

Wesley  is  located  at  238  General 
Gardner  Ave.,  Lafayette,  La.  705Q3-  The 
phone  number  is  318-235-6073  and  the  fax 
number  is  318-233-2262.  Wesley  UCM  can 
also  be  reached  by  e-mail  at 
USLWesley@aol.com. 


Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Judi  Sarver 

District  Communication  Advisor 
305  Chastant  Blvd. 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  233-7696 
E-mail:  bd21 2226@aol.com 


Pastor  and  Houma  tribe  member  welcomes  French 


by  Amy  Wold 

The  Courier  (Houma,  La.) 

Recreating  their  first  meeting  of  300 
years  ago,  members  of  the  French  Navy 
ship  La  Fougueuse  met  with  members  of 
the  United  Houmas  Nation  in  June  to 
rekindle  friendships. 

“This  is  more  of  a  sovereign  nation  to 
sovereign  nation  ceremony,”  said  Rev.  Kir¬ 
by  Verret,  UHN  council  member,  past  trib¬ 
al  chairman  and  pastor  of  Clanton  Chapel 
UMC  in  Dulac. 

Festivities  started  at  4  p.m.,  with  the 
ship's  sailors  joining  the  Houmas  in  tradi¬ 
tional  dance. 

It  was  300  years  ago  when  the  Houmas 
Tribe  first  greeted  French  explorer  Pierre 
Le  Moyne  Sieur  d’Iberville  during  hiS  trip 
up  the  Mississippi  River  in  1699.  Iberville 
met  with  the  Houmas  near  present-day 
Baton  Rouge,  the  beginning  of  a  long  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  two  nations. 

Early  on,  both  peoples  worked  to  learn 
each  other’s  language,  Verret  said.  Then 
French  became  the  language  of  trade  until 
the  Houmas  adopted  it  as  their  own,  he 
said. 

“Our  French  comes  from  the  original 
French  of  the  explorers,”  Verret  said. 

“We  are  very,  very  amazed  at  how 
much  people  here  can  speak  French,”  said 
Elisabeth  Rosemberg,  of  the  French  con¬ 
sulate  general  in  New  Orleans. 

The  modem  French  differs  somewhat 
from  the  French  spoken  by  the  Houmas 
today,  she  said,  because  it  was  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  300  years  ago.  “I  can  hear  old 
phrases  that  were  used  three  centuries 
ago.” 

“It’s  just  fascinating  to  see  that  this  cul¬ 
ture  is  so  strong  today,”  said  Alban  Sey- 
doux,  one  of  the  sailors  aboard  the  ship. 


An  officer  of  the  French  Navy  places  his  nation’s  flag  next  to  the  American  flag  during  a 

FrancoFete ‘99  celebration  in  Houma  in  June.  „ 

Photo  by  Cindy  Skop/The  Courier 

More  of  the  Houmas'  story... 


by  Rev.  Kirby  Verret 

Pastor,  Clanton  Chapel  UMC,  Dulac 

As  Houma  Indians,  we  have  been  allies 
to  the  French  since  their  first  coming  to  the 
Louisiana  Territory.  We  are  recorded  in 
many  French  journals  as  “the  noble 
Houma.” 

We  traded  with  the  French,  learned 
their  language  for  this  purpose  and  even¬ 
tually  adopted  it  as  our  own.  Houma 
Indians  speak  French  even  to  this  day. 

The  French  originally  thought  the 
Houma  Indians  were  sun  worshippers.  But 
in  truth,  we  as  a  people  saw  the  power  of 
the  Creator  manifest  itself  through  the 


power  of  the  sun.  In  1699  or  so,  we  were 
baptized  into  Christianity  and  given  new 
French  names,  because  the  French  could 
not  spell  ours. 

After  months  of  extending  diplomatic 
protocol  to  the  French  government 
through  their  consul  general  in  New 
Orleans,  the  government  agreed  to  send  a 
naval  ship  to  meet  with  the  United  Houma 
Nation  Tribal  Council  and  its  chairwoman, 
Brenda  Dardar  Robichaux,  in  Houma. 

This  was  a  reaffirmation  of  the  long¬ 
standing  friendship  that  has  existed 
between  the  Houma  Indians  and  the 
French  government  for  over  300  years. 


One  member's  perspective  of  mission  to  Mexico:  'refreshed  faith' 


by  Dr.  Nancy  Coghill 
Asbury  UMC 

My  guess  is,  because  there  were  ten 
people  on  our  mission  team  to  Chenalho, 
Mexico,  there  are  ten  unique  stories  about 
the  experience.  In  fact,  those  stories  are 
being  revised  daily  as  we  re-live  and 
prayerfully  consider  what  we  were  able  to 
change  in  another  place  and  what  was 
changed  within  us. 

The  first  day,  jobs  split  our  team.  Five 
medical  personnel  stayed  at  the  medical 
clinic  nearing  completion.  The  rest  of  us 
headed  up  the  mountain  to  build  a  church. 
At  an  elevation  of  11,000  feet,  we  sea-level 
dwellers  thrilled  at  having  to  wear  jackets 
all  day  in  late  July!  We  put  siding  and  a  roof 
on  a  dirt-floored  frame  begun  by  the  local 
people.  Indians  from  near  and  far  on  the 
mountain  came  walking  from  their  homes 
to  watch,  some  to  help. 

Their  joy  was  obvious  as  they  spread  a 
lunch  for  us  from  their  own  meager  food 
supply.  One  older  woman  went  among  the 
team  tying  beautifully  knotted  bracelets  on 
our  arms. 

At  4:00  we  held  a  dedication  for  the 
new  church-Indian  women  on  one  side, 


Members  of  the  Asbury  UMC  work  team 
build  in  Chenalho,  Mexico. 


men  on  the  other  side  seated  on  benches. 
We  stood  behind  and  listened  to  a  service 
of  joy  and  love-translated  from  English  to 
Spanish  to  the  local  Indian  dialect.  The  gui¬ 
tars  and  singing  would  have  rivaled  any 
campground  songfest  from  our  own 
Methodist  heritage.  We  prayed  together  for 
each  other. 

As  we  left  the  church  the  cameras 
flashed-pictures  of  everyone  standing 
together,  one  family  of  God’s  children. 
Upon  returning,  we  shared  the  day’s  events 
with  medical  clinic  team  members. 

-  •  •  1  1  •  *■  *«  11  "•  '  »  •" 


Tomorrow  we  would  work  with  them. 

A  Pastor’s  Conference  was  being  held  at 
the  Bible  school  that  weekend.  Pastors  and 
members  of  churches  from  throughout  the 
local  area  walked  to  camp  near  the  Bible 
school.  All  came  for  spiritual  revival,  but 
many  also  came  for  medical  help.  I  spent  a 
day  in  the  dental  clinic  with  Dr.  Jim 
Nichols.  I  gave  a  day  of  simple  labors  but 
received  blessings  that  still  must  be  untan¬ 
gled  in  my  mind  as  I  consider  the  experi¬ 
ence.  *Most  treatments  included  extraction 
of  a  tooth,  in  some  cases  many  teeth. 
Language  and  custom  were  once  again  bar¬ 
riers,  but  the  loving,  skilled  hand  of  the 
dentist  and  the  trust,  courage  and  gratitude 
of  the  patients  made  the  whole  day  an 
incredible  “sermon”  (dare  I  say  “on  the 
mountain”)  as  I  took  my  small  part. 

That  night  we  packed.  Much  work  is 
left  to  be  done.  Some  of  that  work  is  in 
Mexico  and  the  many  other  locales  United 
Methodists  will  visit  in  mission.  Some  of  the 
work,  though,  is  in  us.  I  must  work  on  the 
lessons  from  that  special  trip  about  simplic¬ 
ity,  trust,  courage,  a  new,  refreshed  faith.... 


L  *  ' 


\  --  v 


September  3,  1 999 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 


The  Art  of  Retiring 

Henry  Blount  uses  his  newfound  time  to  pursue 
a  lifelong  passion 


Rev.  Henry  Blount  pursued  a  life-long  passion  for  painting 
after  retiring  from  the  ministry.  Here  he  greets  a  patron  at  a 
recent  exhibit  in  Alexandria,  where  the  painting  above  him, 
“Bird  Sanctuary,”  took  the  Viewer’s  Choice  Award. 


By  Kimberly  Orick 
First  UMC,  Alexandria 

Rev.  Henry  Blount  knew  he  wanted  to  pursue  painting  long  before  he  retired 
from  the  ministry  in  1992. 

“I  have  held  a  life-long  desire  to  paint,”  he  said.  “I  can  hardly  remember  a  time 
when  I  didn’t  want  to  paint.” 

Blount  dabbled  in  oils  and  acrylics  for  several  years,  but  pastoring  a  church 
and  helping  raise  five  children  certainly  limited  his  painting  time,  he  said. 

Since  then,  that  “dabbling”  has  paid  off. 

Blount’s  painting,  “Bird  Sanctuary”  recently  won  the  Viewer’s  Choice  award 
from  92  works  featured  at  an  exhibit  by  the  Contemporary  Art  Guild  of  Alexandria, 
of  which  he  is  a  member.  The  painting  also  landed  a  Bank  One  Purchase  Award. 

His  works  have  received  numerous,  other  awards  and  honors  and  hang  in  pri¬ 
vate  and  corporate  collections  alike,  including  the  Louisiana  cabin  at  Mt. 
Sequoyah,  Ark.  and  the  Conference  Office  in  Baton  Rouge. 

But  Blount  has  reaped  more  than  just  awards  for  his  work-he  has  felt  the  spir¬ 
itual  benefits,  as  well. 

“To  me,  art  is  a  meditation.  I  feel  as  close  to  the  Creator  when  painting  as  any¬ 
thing  I  do,  especially  when  my  creative  juices  are  flowing.” 

In  1986,  Blount  was  assigned  to  the  Ruston  District  as  superintendent. 
Although  he  had  66  churches  covering  five  parishes,  he  found  time  to  take  class¬ 
es  from  renowned  watercolorist  Doug  Walton  at  Louisiana  Tech. 

“I  didn't  think  I  would  survive  that  first  two  week  encounter  with  Doug 
Walton,  but  it  turned  me  around,  and  I  have  stayed  with  watercolors  ever  since.” 

What  subjects  does  Blount  feature  in  his  paintings? 

“Everything  in  God’s  creation.  I  guess  I’m  rather  ecclectic.  I  have  enough  sub¬ 
ject  matter  in  my  back  yard  to  last  a  lifetime.  I  am  drawn  to  florals  and  Louisiana 
scenes:  swamps  and  plantation  homes.  But  at  present,  I  am  painting  butterflies, 
frogs  and  roosters.” 

Blount  also  enjoys  working  with  watercolor  mosaics,  of  which  “Bird  Sanctuary” 
is  an  example. 

“Some  call  it  paper  weaving,  this  is  done  by  rendering  two  paintings  of  the 
same  subject  matter  using  complimentary  and  harmonious  colors,  cutting  them 
into  inch-wide  strips  and  weaving  them  back  together.  It  gives  an  impressionistic 
result,  and  they  seems  to  have  an  ephemeral,  dreamlike  quality,”  he  said. 

“It’s  like  watching  a  mystery  unfold,  a  constantly  challenging  journey  of  self- 
discovery,”  Blount  said  of  his  art.  “As  someone  said:  ‘The  subject  is  yourself.’” 

Blount,  who  continues  to  work  as  an  associate  pastor  at  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 
offers  water  color  classes  as  part  of  the  church’s  outreach  ministry. 


District  Board  of 
Laity  works  to 
restore  old  New 
Orleans  church 


The  Alexandria  District  Board  of  Laity 
is  working  with  the  New  Orleans  District 
to  help  restore  beautiful  and  historic  St. 
Mark’s  UMC  in  the  French  Quarter  of  New 
Orleans. 

St.  Mark’s  was  founded  in  1909  as  a 
ministry  to  meet  the  needs  of  indigent 
immigrant  women  and  children  who  came 
to  the  city  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 
Today,  it  is  the  only  Protestant  church  in 
the  French  Quarter. 

St.  Mark’s  anchors  a  full  city  block  on 
North  Rampart  St.,  a  reviving  artery  of 
small  businesses.  The  block  straddles  the 
city’s  famous  French  Quarter  and  the 
Treme  Neighborhood,  a  historic  district 
best  known  as  the  birthplace  of  jazz. 
Housed  in  St.  Mark’s  Spanish  style  stucco 
walls  are  more  than  a  dozen  programs 
designed  to  assist  at-risk  women,  children 
and  youth. 

However, 
the  church  is 
located  in  an 
extremely  poor 
neighborhood 
with  a  very 
small  church 
membership . 

Consequently, 
funds  have  not 
been  available 
to  maintain 
much  needed  repairs. 

The  Alexandria  District’s  goal  is  to 
raise  ten  thousand  dollars  which  will  be 
matched  by  the  New  Orleans  District.  Both 
districts  will  help  supply  the  volunteers 
needed  to  do  the  electrical,  painting, 
plumbing  and  carpentry  at  St.  Mark’s. 

Joanne  White,  Alexandria  District  lay 
leader,  is  very  excited  about  the 
Alexandria  District’s  opportunity  to  help 
restore  St.  Mark’s.  She  recently  hosted  an 
Alexandria  District  Board  of  Laity  bar- 
beque  at  her  home,  where  plans  were  dis¬ 
cussed  for  the  kick-off  of  this  restoration 
project. 

White  says  says  the  goal  is  to  have  all 
the  work  completed  on  St.  Mark’s  by 
Advent.  A  celebration  service  will  be  held 
at  the  church  for  all  those  who  helped 
support  the  restoration  project. 

The  St.  Mark’s  Restoration  Project  is  a 
perfect  example  of  the  “connectional”  com¬ 
mitment  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Anyone  interested  in  helping  support 
the  St.  Mark’s  Restoration  Project  can  contact 
Stan  Pearson  at  318-640-26 46  or  St.  Mark’s 
Executive  Director  Rev.  Greg  Dike  at  504- 
529-1681. 


St  Mark’s  UMC 


2013  MacArthur  Drive 
Bldg. 2,  Suite  2 
Alexandria,  LA  71301 
(318)  443-3213 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Bill  Youngblood 

Dist.  Communication  Advisor 

Stan  Pearson 


Church's  children's 
ministry  going  strong 

By  Bill  McDonald 
First  UMC,  Boyce 

The  Children’s  Initiative  at  First  UMC, 
Boyce,  began  two  years  ago  as  the  effect  of 
children  and  grandchildren  moving  away 
for  better  opportunities  emptied  the  church 
of  the  laughter  and  joy  that  children  bring. 

The  congregation  realized  there  were 
plenty  of  children  living  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  the  church  whose  families  seemed 
not  to  attend  church.  We  saw  what  a  beau¬ 
tiful  opportunity  we  had  before  us. 

Thus  began  the  outreach  program.  Not 
many  children  attended  the  first  few  Bible 
studies,  but  the  ones  that  did  told  their 
friends  about  the  fun  and  food.  Soon  there 
was  a  classroom  full  of  children  learning 
about  Jesus,  eating  hamburgers  and  pizza 
and  singing  songs. 

The  success  of  the  Children’s  Initiative 
at  First  UMC  has  energized  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  renewed  its  commitment  to  true 
servanthood. 

Editor’s  note:  Watch  for  an  upcoming 
article  on  Union  Chapel  UMC  in  Boyce  which 
also  has  a  growing  children ’s  initiative. 

Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Stan  Pearson 

District  Communication  Advisor 
224-B  Mary  Hill  Rd. 

Pineville,  LA  71 360 
(318)  641-1 503  or  640-2646 
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5713  Superior  Drive 
Suite  A-l 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 
(225)  296-0668 

Dr.  Leslie  Norris 

District  Superintendent 

Hallique  L.  Dawson 

District  Communication  Advisor 


Holy  Grill  seeks 
paper  products 

The  Holy  Grill,  which  serves  lunch  to 
those  in  need  five  days  a  week  in  Zion 
City,  Baton  Rouge,  requests  donations  of 
paper  plates,  plastic  forks  and  other  items. 

The  Holy  Grill  is  a  project  of  the 
Greater  Baton  Rouge  Federation  of 
Churches  and  Synagogues,  of  which  most 
Baton  Rouge  area  United  Methodist 
churches  are  members. 

The  following  items  are  needed: 

-  6”  plates 

-  8  or  10  oz.  paper  cups 

-  napkins,  luncheon  size 

-  plastic  forks 

Items  are  needed  year-round  and  can 
be  brought  to  your  church  for  collection 
or  to  the  Federation  Hall  on  Convention 
St.  in  Baton  Rouge. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Federation  at  (225)  267-5600. 


Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Hallique  L  Dawson 

District  Communication  Advisor 

2624  79th  Ave. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 
(225)  355-9506 
(225)  355-5996  fax 


Bethel  UMC  gets  new  lease  on  church  life 


Editor's  Note:  Rev.  Brady 
Foreman  recently  retired  as 
pastor  at  Bethel  UMC. 

by  Rev.  Brady  Foreman 

Bethel  UMC  was  born  in 
1814  because  God  had  a 
purpose  for  it.  It  has  had 
good  years  and  lean  years. 
During  the  past  ten  years,  it 
has  experienced  eight  years 
of  decline.  About  two  years 
ago,  something  began  to 
happen.  The  church  awak¬ 
ened  to  the  need  to  care 
about  each  other  more  than 
the  need  to  control  each 
other. 


church.  A  week-long 
prayer  chain  preceded 
“Commitment  Sunday.” 
Estimated  giving  increased 
29-9  percent  over  last  year. 

A  year  ago,  plans  were 
approved  to  establish  a 
Vision  Team  that  would  lead 
the  church  in  developing 
long  range  plans.  It  had  been 
several  years  since  the 
church  had  established  vision 
and  mission  statements,  and 
the  congregation  had  long 
forgotten  what  it  was.  Now 
the  statements  have  been  set 
forth  and  the  Church  Council 


.  ,  ,  Members  of  Bethel  UMC  in  Indian  Mound  gather  around  the  church’s  new  ar*d  congregation  have 

^  to  change  sign_a  symbol  of  the  transformations  the  church  has  undergone  in  the  last  claimed  them  as  their  own. 

The  Council  has  set  objec- 

Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  helped 
Bethel  manage  some  recent,  significant 
endowments.  A  new  system  for  managing 
membership  and  financial  records  was 
instituted  with  the  help  of  Katherine 
Meador  at  Blackwater  UMC.  This  year,  the 
Church  Council  agreed  to  institute  the  “First 
Fruits”  program  for  conference  apportion¬ 
ments,  which  means  paying  apportion¬ 
ments  before  any  local  expenses. 

There  also  had  been  no  stewardship 
campaign  during  the  past  decade.  Church 
leaders  used  a  program  in  which  members 
were  asked  what  percentage  of  their 
income  they  would  contribute  to  the 


when  the  administrative  two  years, 
council  included  in  its 
agenda  a  time  for  worship.  A  candle  was  lit 
to  remind  everyone  that  the  Lord  was  pres¬ 
ent,  and  Holy  Communion  was  celebrated 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting. 

Changes  were  made  to  Sunday  worship 
to  accommodate  members’  needs.  For 
example,  Holy  Communion  is  now  cele¬ 
brated  twice  a  month  rather  than  once  a 
month  for  those  who  missed  the  traditional 
first  Sunday  celebration.  Average  worship 
attendance  has  increased  19  percent  over 
last  year. 

The  church  also  has  done  much  to  get 
its  financial  house  in  order.  The  United 


tives  and  goals  for  the 
church  for  the  next  five  years. 

The  most  impressive  thing  about  th£ 
Bethel  church  is  the  sense  of  hope  that  is 
developing  within  the  congregation  and  its 
leaders.  They  are  moving  from  a  church 
that  tended  to  blame  others  for  its  failures 
to  one  that  asks  the  question,  “What  does 
God  expect  of  us  and  what  are  we  going  to 
do  about  it?”  Those  who  once  sat  on  the 
sidelines  and  watched  the  faithful  workers 
“burn  themselves  out”  are  now  assuming 
leadership,  and  the  church  is  coming  alive 
again.  Surely  this  has  been  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 


Members  of  Camphor  Memorial  UMC  recently  served  at  the  Holy  Grill,  a  kitchen 
which  provides  lunch  weekdays  to  those  in  need.  From  left  are:  Doris  Alfred,  Marion 
Jones,  another  Holy  Grill  volunteer,  Paul  Hillard,  Esau  Wright  and  Hallique  Dawson. 


DMT  sponsors  Sunday 
School  workshops 

The  Baton  Rouge  District  Ministry 
Team  (DMT)  sponsored  two  Sunday 
School  workshops  recently. 

The  first  was  held  at  St.  Francisville 
UMC,  which  had  requested  the  event  for 
its  Sunday  School  teachers.  The  DMT 
brought  in  Alexandria  District  Missioner 
Pam  Crews  to  share  her  expertise  in 
Christian  education.  Fifteen  Sunday  School 
teachers  attended  to  learn  how  to  enhance 
their  lessons. 

The  DMT  held  another  workshop  for 
other  churches  in  the  district  later  the 
same  afternoon  at  Baker  UMC. 

For  more  information  on  these  and 
other  workshops  offered  through  the 
DMT,  contact  District  Missioner  LaMarylis 
Cotten  at  (225)  296-0668. 


Members  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  Ministry 
Team  and  friends  display 
cards  made  for  relatives 
of  youth  killed  and 
wounded  recently  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Front  row 
(1  to  r):  Lay  Leader  Joyce 
Robinson,  Missioner 
LaMarylis  Cotten, 
Outreach  Ministries 
Leader  Mary  Burton.  Far 
left:  Robinson  ties  a  yel¬ 
low  ribbon  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  a  memorial  serv¬ 
ice  held  for  the  youth  at 
Evangeline  UMC. 


Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 
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United  Methodisf-related  schools  make  national  UM  Judicial  Council  faces  diverse  issues  this  fall 

and  regional  rankings  La.  Conference  revised  structure  faces  review  in  autumn  session 

La.'s  Centenary  College  only  regional  college  in  South  to  make  list 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Two  United  Methodist-related  univer¬ 
sities  have  been  ranked  among  the  top 
50  national  universities  by  U.S.  News  & 
World  Report  magazine  for  the  next  aca¬ 
demic  year. 

Duke  University,  Durham,  N.C. 
ranked  seventh  and  Emory  University, 
Atlanta,  ranked  18th  in  the  magazine’s 
“America’s  Best  Colleges”  issue. 

U.S.  News  surveyed  more  than  1,400 
accredited  four-year  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities  across  the  country  for  the  rankings. 
The  institutions  are  categorized  by  their 
mission  and  region:  data  is  compiled 
from  each  school  on  16  indicators  of 
academic  excellence. 

The  magazine  based  75  percent  of  a 
school’s  score  on  objective  measures  of 
academic  quality  such  as  faculty 
resources,  student  selectivity,  financial 
resources,  graduation  and  retention  rates 
and  alumni  giving. 

Included  in  the  Aug.  23  issue  is  a  best 
values  category  for  universities  and  liber¬ 
al  arts  colleges  for  the  year  2000.  These 
schools  are  above  average  academically 
and  cost  considerably  less  than  many 
other  institutions.  Taken  into  account  is 
financial  aid,  in  the  form  of  need-based 
grants,  that  the  schools  dispense. 

Best  values  among  national  universities 

The  magazine  ranked  the  colleges 
and  universities  nationally  and  regional¬ 
ly.  Duke  and  Emory  made  the  list  for 
best  values  among  national  universities. 

Teleconference  to  target 

An  Oct.l6  satellite  teleconference  will 
consider  what  “a  society  for  all  ages” 
could  mean.  Coinciding  with  the  U.N. 
International  Year  of  Older  Persons,  the 
program  will  be  broadcast  from  1:30-3 
p.m.  Eastern  Time.  Producers  are  the 
United  Methodist  Teleconference 
Connection  and  Global  Action  on  Aging, 
in  cooperation  with  other  agencies. 

The  teleconference  will  examine  tire 
major  roadblocks  that  prevent  society 
from  treating  all  age  groups  fairly.  It  will 
suggest  ways  that  the  talents,  experiences 
and  wisdom  of  older  people  could  be 
used  to  build  stronger  communities  for 
everyone. 

Economic  issues,  such  as  the  proposed 
privatization  of  Social  Security,  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed,  as  well  as  how  basic  human  rights 
are  applied  to  various  age  groups.  The 
resources  offered  by  both  young  and  old 
will  be  explored,  and  communities  that 
have  created  successful  intergenerational 
programs  will  be  identified. 

The  Rev.  Arthur  L.  Cribbs,  Jr.,  will  mod¬ 
erate  an  in-studio  panel  for  the  program. 
Cribbs,  a  United  Church  of  Christ  clergy¬ 
man  with  25  years  of  broadcast  expert- 
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Best  value  among  regional  universities 

Among  the  best  values  in  the  Midwest 
are  three  United  Methodist-related  col¬ 
leges:  North  Central  College,  Naperville, 
Ill.;  University  of  Evansville  (Ind.);  and 
Baldwin-Wallace  College,  Berea,  Ohio. 

Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  in 
Shreveport,  is  the  only  United  Methodist 
school  listed  as  a  best  value  among 
regional  universities  in  the  South.  No 
United  Methodist  school  made  the 
regional  rankings  in  the  North  and  West. 
Best  values  for  national  liberal  arts 
category 

United  Methodist  schools  making  the 
best  values  list  in  the  national  liberal  arts 
category  are  Millsaps  College,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  ranked  third  and  DePauw 
University,  Greencastle,  Ind.,  15th. 
Simpson  College,  Indianola,  Iowa  ranked 
second  and.  Adrian  College,  Adrian, 
Mich.,  ranked  ninth  among  schools 
ranked  as  best  values  among  liberal  arts 
institutions  in  the  Midwest. 

United  Methodist  liberal  arts  colleges 
listed  among  the  top  10  best  values  in 
the  South  are  Claflin  College, 
Orangeburg,  S.C.,  ranked  at  second; 
Florida  Southern  College,  Lakeland,  Fla., 
tied  at  fourth;  and  Columbia  (S.C.) 
College,  sixth. 

The  only  United  Methodist  liberal  arts 
college  making  the  top  10  ranking  for 
best  values  in  the  North  is  Lycoming 
College,  Williamsport,  Pa.  that  tied  for 
5th.  No  United  Methodist  institutions 
were  listed  in  the  West. 

'society  for  all  ages' 

ence,  is  an  advocate  of  intergenerational 
programs  pairing  the  wisdom  and  experi¬ 
ence  of  older  people  with  the  energy  and 
vision  of  youth. 

Panelists  are  Eric  Kingson,  Susanne 
Paul  and  Julia  Alvarez.  Kingson,  a  profes¬ 
sor  of  social  work  at  Syracuse  University, 
is  an  expert  on  Social  Security  and  co¬ 
author  of  Social  Security  in  the  21st 
Century  and  Social  Security  and  Medicare: 
A  Policy  Primer.  He  served  as  a  policy 
adviser  to  two  presidential  commissions  - 
the  National  Commission  on  Social 
Security  Reform  and  the  1994  Bipartisan 
Commission  on  Entitlement  and  Tax 
Reform.  Paul,  a  United  Methodist,  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  New  York-based  Global 
Action  on  Aging  and  co-author  of 
Humanity  Comes  of  Age.  She  is  the  former 
chairwoman  of  the  Non-Governmental 
Organizations  Committee  on  Aging  at  the 
United  Nations.  Alvarez  has  served  as 
associate  permanent  representative  of  the 
Dominican  Republic  Mission  to  the  United 
Nations  for  more  than  15  years. 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.umcom.org/umtc/aging  or  call  212- 
870-3802. — from  UMNS 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  —  When  the 
United  Methodist  Judicial  Council  meets 
this  autumn,  it  will  be  asked  to  determine 
whether  the  open  meetings  legislation  in 
the  denomination’s  rules  applies  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  official  organiza¬ 
tions  of  the  annual  (regional)  conferences. 

This  request  for  a  declaratory  decision 
comes  to  the  council’s  Oct.  27-30  meeting 
in  Evanston,  Ill.,  from  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  church-wide 
agency^  charged  with  relating  to  the 
denominational  and  secular  media.  The 
query  originated  as  a  resolution  in  the 
1998  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators,  which 
could  not  address  the  council  itself. 

Six  other  requests  for  declaratory  deci¬ 
sions  are  to  be  found  among  the  19  items 
on  the  docket.  There  are  10  reviews  of 
legal  rulings  made  by  bishops  presiding 
at  sessions  of  the  various  annual  confer¬ 
ences.  These  reviews  are  automatic. 

The  remaining  items  are  reviews  of  the 
Minnesota  Annual  Conference’s  sexual 
harassment  policy  and  the  revised  struc¬ 
ture  plan  adopted  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  at  its  1999  session.* 
Both  these  matters  have  come  before  the 
Judicial  Council  previously,  and  the 
council  retained  jurisdiction  over  both 
while  changes  were  being  made. 

Among  the  requests  for  declaratory 
decisions  is  one  received  from  Kansas 
East  Annual  Conference  seeking  a  ruling 
on  the  constitutionality  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  amended  policy  of  sexual  miscon¬ 
duct  by  clergy  and  policy  on  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct  by  lay  church  professionals. 

California-Pacific  Annual  Conference 
has  asked  the  council  whether  it  is  legal 
for  an  annual  conference  to  use  the  “dis¬ 
cernment”  model  for  decision-making. 
That  conference  has  also  requested  a 
decision  on  the  meaning,  application  and 
effect  of  an  amendment  to  the  church’s 
constitution  that  was  ratified  in  1997, 
which  says,  “The  ordained  ministerial 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference  and 
to  the  jurisdictional  or  central  confer¬ 
ences  shall  be  elected  by  and  from  the 
ordained  ministerial  members  in  full  con¬ 
nection  with  the  annual  conference  or 
provisional  annual  conference.” 

North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  is 
asking  the  council  whether  the  require¬ 
ment  that  a  local  pastor  be  appointed  to 
a  pastoral  charge  by  the  bishop  to 
become  a  member  of  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  violates  a  paragraph  in  the  church 
constitution’s  that  deals  with  the  voting 
rights  of  the  annual  conference  and  its 
clergy  and  lay  members. 

The  South  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  is  seeking  a  decision  on 
whether  there  is  a  conflict  between  para¬ 
graph  323  of  the  1996 Book  of  Discipline, 
which  outlines  the  ministry  of  elders,  and 
paragraph  335.1(d),  which  describes 
appointment  to  ministries  beyond  the 


local  church. 

Minnesota  Annual  Conference  has 
requested  a  ruling  on  the  constitutionali¬ 
ty  of  a  paragraph  in  the  Discipline  that 
relates  to  correcting  errors  and  defects  in 
the  judicial  proceedings. 

Among  the  bishops’  decisions  of  law 
to  be  reviewed  at  this  council  session  are 
the  Northwest  Texas  Annual  Conference 
bishop’s  decision  requiring  any  church 
adopting  an  identification  label  to  reverse 
that  action  and  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference  bishop’s  ruling  on 
whether  the  conference  structure  is  in 
accordance  with  the  1996  Discipline. 

The  decision  by  the  bishop  in  a  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference  session 
regarding  a  petition  on  church  inclusive¬ 
ness  will  be  reviewed,  as  will  that  bish¬ 
op’s  ruling  on  a  plan  for  a  conference 
board  of  stewards. 

Council  members  will  review  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  bishop  of  the  Alabama-West 
Florida  Annual  Conference  on  whether  or 
not  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  should  stop  all  funds  being 
paid  to  United  Methodist  bishops  who  are 
trustees  of  Emory  University  and  who 
voted  in  favor  of  providing  university 
benefits  for  same-sex  domestic  partners. 

Also  to  be  determined  is  the  validity  of 
the  Northern  Illinois  bishop’s  decision 
related  to  a  conference  resolution  titled 
“On  Pastoral  Ministry  with  Homosexual 
Persons.” 

The  council  will  consider  a  decision 
by  the  bishop  of  the  Northern  Illinois 
Annual  Conference  related  to  the  eligibil¬ 
ity  of  a  clergy  member  to  be  a  delegate  to 
the  2000  General  Conference-the 
denomination’s  highest  legislative  assem¬ 
bly-while  that  clergy  member  is  on  sus¬ 
pension.  The  West  Michigan  Annual 
Conference  bishop’s  decision  on  ques¬ 
tions  of  procedures  and  church  law 
regarding  a  clergy  member  placed  on 
administrative  leave  will  be  reviewed. 

From  the  1999  session  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  will 
come  the  bishop’s  decision  regarding 
whether  that  session  of  annual  confer¬ 
ence  is  bound  by  rules  of  order  and  pro¬ 
cedure  adopted  by  a  previous  annual- 
conference  where  the  rules  purport  to  set 
standing  rules  for  all  future  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 

In  the  Wisconsin  Annual  Conference 
session,  the  bishop  ruled  on  whether 
mandatory  conference-wide  insurance  is 
legal  and  appropriate  in  light  of  material 
in  the  Discipline  about  the  powers  and 
limitations  of  local  church  boards  of 
trustees. 

*  Editors  note:  At  it’s  October  1998  meeting,, 
the  Judicial  Council  remanded  the  restructuring 
plan  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  for  revision 
and  resubmission.  The  changes  approved  at 
Annual  Conference  in  June,  including  the  rein¬ 
stitution  of  four  conference  boards,  complete  the 
revisions  submitted  to  the  Judicial  Council. 
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Singles,  from  front  page 

If  you  like  popcorn,  apple  cider,  hot 
chocolate  and  singing  “Kumbaya”  around  a 
roaring  bonfire  on  a  cool  autumn  evening, 
this  is  your  place.  It  is  a  weekend  so  full  of 
fellowship  with  over  200  other  singles, 
great  musical  entertainment,  nature 
walks,  wonderful  home-cooked 
meals  and  meaningful  workshops, 
you  will  not  want  to  leave. 

This  year’s  event,  called  “Sacred 
Eyes,”  promises  to  be  as  inspirational 
as  its  predecessors.  Dr.  Robert  Keck,  a 
UM  minister  who  has  written  a 
book  called  Sacred  Eyes  and  is  a  nationally 
recognized  speaker,  will  lead  the  main  ses¬ 
sions.  Louisiana’s  own  talented  Christian 
recording  artist,  Celia  Whitler,  will  provide 
musical  worship. 


This  retreat  is  a  great  opportunity  to  help 
you  and  your  single  adults  reach  a  new 
level  of  ministry.  Plus,  it’s  great  fun  and  a 
chance  to  make  new  connections  with 
other  singles  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  experience  quiet  time, 
prayer  and  healing. 

The  Singles  Adult  Ministry  Training 
Event  is  sponsored  by  the  UM  Single 
Adult  Ministry  Task  Force  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  Rev.  Larry 
Norman  is  Louisiana’s  representative  on 
that  committee,  so  call  him  at  (225)  346- 
1646  for  for  more  information.  District 
offices  also  have  registration  forms. 

Come  to  the  Mountain  and  meet  your 
UM  family  of  singles...again,  or  for  the  first 
time. 


The  red  leaf  above  is  a  scan  of  a  fall  leaf from  tbe  Mountain.  Conte  get  one  yourself . 


Creatively  speaking,  we  need  your  help 


Got  a  way  with  words? 

Send  your  suggestions  for  a  new  name 
for  the  conference  newspaper  to: 

Communications  Task  Force 
c/o  Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  editor@premier.net 

Entries  must  be  received  by  Oct.  1. 


Wanted: 

Writers  and  photographers 

The  Louisiana  Edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Review  is  looking  for  writers  and 
photographers  from  all  over  the  state  to 
cover  events  in  their  districts. 

If  you  have  writing  or  photography  skills 
(or  know  someone  who  does)  and  would  like 
to  participate  in  this  ministry,  please  contact: 
Bobbie  Armstrong,  Editor  at 
(225)  346-1646,  Ext.  227. 


Colwell,  from  front  page 


Disabled  Child.  Both  oiganizations  are  non  - 
profits  based  in  the  Inglewood,  Calif  area.  He 
is  senior  pastor  of  Love  and  Order  Christian 
Fellowship,  a  non-denominational  Christian 
church  in  Los  Angeles  and  a  chaplain  at  the 
Los  Angeles  County  jail.  Former  host  and  pro¬ 
ducer  of  a  radio  talk  show  called  Love  and 
Order  created  to  enlighten  the  community  on 
soda!  and  spiritual  issues,  Colwell  conducts 
marriage  and  family  seminars  and  is  a  much 
sought  after  keynote  speaker. 

In  his  powerful  book,  Love  Leaves  No 
Regrets,  Colwell  gives  an  insightful  view  of  dis¬ 
placed  children  as  he  chronides  his  own  jour¬ 
ney  through  the  foster  care  system.  He  and  his 
five  siblings  were  placed  in  foster  care  after 
the  death  of  their  single  mother.  He  experi¬ 
enced  four  placements  from  age  11  to  17. 

“We  are  fortunate  to  be  able  to  share  this 
ministry,”  Dr.  Chris  Andrews,  senior  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  said  of  the  upcoming  service.  “We 
will  be  inspired  and  challenged  as  Rev. 
Colwell  presents  a  call  to  the  faith  community 
to  be  in  creative  ministry  concerning  the 


needs  of  a  very  special  population  of  children. 
We  invite  everyone  to  join  us  for  this  special 
time  of  worship.” 

Opening  ceremonies  for  the  conference 
titled  “One  Million  Hands,  No  Voice  But  Ours” 
begin  at  8  a.m.  Monday  at  the  Radisson  Hotel 
with  registration  Sunday  evening  or  from  7:30- 
9  a.m..  Monday.  The  cost  for  the  two-day 
event  is  $25  for  foster  and  adoptive  parents, 
$50  for  professionals.  It  is  funded  by  the 
Louisiana  Department  of  Social  Services, 
Office  of  Community  Services.  Louisiana’s 
Children’s  Trust  Fund  is  providing  stipends  to 
enable  foster  and  adoptive  parents  the  means 
to  attend. 

Call  Nancy  Miller  at  (225)  342-4732  or  the 
OCS  nearest  you  for  more  information  about 
the  conference  or  about  becoming  a  foster  or 
adoptive  parent. 

First  UMC  is  located  at  the  comer  of  North 
and  East  Boulevards,  just  off  1-110.  Call  (225) 
383-4777  for  further  information  about  the 
worship  service. 


CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  CALENDAR 


Sep 

t  e  m 

b  e  r 

2-5 

VIM  (Medical),  Rio  Bravo, 

Conference  Center 

Mexico 

ii 

Conference  Center  Board 

6 

Labor  Day 

Meeting,  Woodworth 

9-H 

Now  Is  the  Time,  New  Millennial 
Generation  Workshop,  Grace 

11-14 

District  Miss  inner  Caravan  to  each 
district 

Community  UMC,  Shreveport 

14-15 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Conference 

10-19 

VIM  (Medical),  Cotani,  Bolivia 

Office,  Baton  Rouge 

11 

Conference  Committee  on 
Mission  Personnel  Training, 

16-18 

VIM  Leader  Lab  School,  Mount 
Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK 


A  look  at  upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 

Lafon  Nursing  Home  auxiliary  annual  luncheon-fashion  extravaganza 

The  Lafon  Nursing  Home  auxiliary  will  host  its  Annual  Luncheon  and  Fashion 
Extravaganza  at  Scalfini’s  Restaurant  in  New  Orleans  Saturday,  Sept.  11  at  1  p.m. 
The  restaurant  is  located  at  9900  Hayne  Boulevard.  For  ticket  information  call  (504) 
241-7138.  Amelia  Clark  is  president  of  the  auxiliary  and  Delia  Rowser-Webb  is 
chairperson  for  the  event. 

Centenary  College  fall  open  house 

Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  in  Shreveport  is  inviting  all  high  school  juniors 
and  seniors  to  visit  the  campus  Saturday,  Oct.  2  or  Saturday,  Nov.  13.  For  more 
information  call  (800)  234-4448. 

Congratulations  to  La.  IJMCs,  community  center  in  Interpreter  magazine 

We  were  proud  to  see  La.  UMCs  in  recent  issues  of  Interpreter,  the  official  pro¬ 
gram  magazine  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  In  the  September  issue,  Abbeville 
UMC’s  Good  Sams  children  ministry  is  featured  on  page  9  and  St.  Mark’s  (Baton 
Rouge)  president  of  single  ministry,  Eugene  Ennis,  is  pictured  on  page  17.  The 
July-August  issue’s  cover  story  was  about  the  dynamic  ministry  to  youth  offered  by 
conference-related  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  in  New  Orleans. 


Volunteers  in  Mission 
OKLAHOMA  CITY  TORNADO  RESPONSE 
Nov.  14-20 

Louisiana  VIM  will  be  making  a  Christian  difference  in  the  lives  of  our  friends  in 
Oklahoma  City  who  have  been  devastated  by  this  spring’s  tornados. 
Volunteers  will  provide  the  labor  for  building  or  completing  construction  of  a  new 
home.  Carpenters,  electricians,  plumbers,  finishers,  painters,  roofers  and  helpers  of 
all  levels  of  experience  are  needed  as  well  as  persons  to  serve  the  team  in  meal  prepa¬ 
ration. 

The  team  will  leave  from  Vivian  UMC  at  1  p.m.  following  morning  worship,  Sunday, 
Nov.  14.  Rev.  Bob  Townsend  is  team  leader.  The  cost  will  be  $135  per  person  which 
includes  transportation,  lodging  and  meals,  secondary  insurance,  t-shirt  and  fees. 
Transportation  will  be  church  vans  and  lodging  will  be  in  church  facilities  with  show- 
•  ers,  mattresses,  linens  and  towels. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Louisiana  MM  office  at  888-239-5286  or  225-346- 
1646;  or  Bob  Townsend,  318-375-3521. 

Come  help  make  a  Christian  difference! 


Louisiana  Chapter  15  of  National  Camping  Methodists  hosted  the  24th  NCM 
Rally  in  Rayne.  Recreational  vehicle  campers  from  10  states  gathered  July  14-18 
for  worship,  fellowship,  great  food  and  even  a  Mardi  Gras  parade  with  cos¬ 
tumes,  beads  and  King  Cake.  To  join  NCM,  call  Dale  Brummett  at  (318)  786-6151. 
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Building  chapels,  changing  lives 

to  build  a  chapel  at  Elayne  Hunt 


Academy  offers  training  for  spiritual  directors 
Shawchuck,  Doherty  to  lead  sessions  in  2000 


by  Sara  L.  Simmonds 

Building  chapels  and  changing  lives  is 
the  rationale  behind  the  Louisiana 
Conference’s  support  of  the  Louisiana 
Prison  Chapel  Foundation’s  (LPCF)  project 
to  build  19  chapels  on  prison  grounds. 

“The  setting  of  worship  can  set  a  mood 
in  a  prison  just  like  it  does  outside  a  prison,” 
said  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon.  “The  aware¬ 
ness  of  God’s  holiness  in  God’s  house  is  a 
tangible  sign  of  God’s  love  and  care.” 

This  year  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  passed  a  resolution  of  support. 
It  urged  member  churches  to  select  at  least 
one  Sunday  a  year  for  four  years  to  receive 
an  offering  dedicated  to  LPCF. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Finance  Administration  (CFA)  recommend¬ 
ed  an  offering  be  Liken  Feb.  6,  2000,  and 
continue  for  the  three  successive  years.  The 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  approved  this 
recommendation  during  its  session  in  June. 
Information  and  supplies  will  be  distributed 
to  local  churches  in  January. 

La.  Gov.  Murphy  J.  “Mike”  Foster,  Jr.  will 
designate  October  as  Louisiana  Prison 
Chapel  Foundation  Month,  announced  Dr. 
Charles  C.  Kleinpeter,  LPCF  president,  of 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  cost  of  each  chapel  is  approximate¬ 
ly  $300,000.  Inmate  labor  will  be  used  in 
some  of  the  construction.  An  initial  sched¬ 
ule  for  constructing  four  chapels  has  been 
planned  with  additional  schedules  to  be 
announced  at  a  later  date,  according  to  the 
foundation’s  Building  Committee  Chair  J. 
King  Woolf,  Jr/  Woolf  said  Phase  1  will  be 


Correctional  Center,  St.  Gabriel;'  David 
Wade  Correctional  Center,  Homer; 
Avoyelles  Correctional  Center,  Cottonport; 
and  C.  Paul  Phelps  Correctional  Center, 
DeQuincy. 

The  LPCF  is  a  non-profit,  sLitewide 
Christian  ecumenical  organization  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  building  chapels  on  prison  grounds. 

“It  is  a  known  fact  that  the  atmosphere 
of  the  prison  changes  when  inmates  turn  to 
God  for  support,”  said  Ross  J.  English, 
board  member  and  director  of  Prison 
Fellowship.  Statistics  show  that  75  percent 
of  the  inmates  who  actively  participate  in 
religious  sendees  will  not  return  to  prison 
after  release. 

“The  chapels  will  be  a  constant  reminder 
to  those  inside  the  walls  that  God  is  there 
for  them.  God  can  change  lives.  We  can 
make  a  difference.  Six  million  dollars  is 
needed  for  this  project.  I  encourage  you  to 
give  as  generously  as  you  can,”  Bishop 
Solomon  said. 

LPCF  honorary  co-chairs  are  Gov.  and 
Mrs.  Foster.  A  23-member  board  of  directors 
represents  a  spectrum  of  Christian  denomi¬ 
nations  and  geographical  areas  of 
Louisiana.  In  addition  to  Kleinpeter  and 
Woolf,  board  members  are:  Nancy  Penn, 
vice-president;  George  P.  Balhoff,  CPA, 
treasurer;  Sara  L.  Simmonds,  secretary; 
Bernard  E.  Boudreaux,  III;  Christina  K. 
Casteel;  Charles  H.  Coates;  Chaplain  Guy  E. 
Decker;  Angela  deGravelles;  Ross  J. 

Please  see  Chapels,  page  8. 


by  Rev.  Leslie  Akin 

We  were  having  a  cup  of  coffee. 

Margaret  leaned  across  the  table  and 
spoke  with  concern.  “God  is  calling  me 
to  be  a  spiritual  director.  And,  I  see  no 
way  to  answer  that  calling  within  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Do  you?” 

I  looked  at  her  blankly. 

It  was  my  first  introduction  to  a  defi¬ 
nite  void  in  our  system,  i.e.:  How  does 
one  receive  quality  training  and  certifica¬ 
tion  for  spiritual  direction  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church? 

Thanks  to  The  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership,  that  question  is  being 
answered.  Beginning  in  the  year  2000, 
Dr.  Norm  Shawchuck,  noted  author,  the¬ 
ologian  and  practitioner  of  spiritual  for¬ 
mation,  and  Father  Bob  Doherty,  a  Jesuit 
priest  from  Boston,  will  be  leading  20 
persons — laity  and  clergy — from  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  to  become  certi¬ 
fied  spiritual  directors. 

If  you  are  someone  who  has  ever  felt 
called  to  seek  training  in  spiritual  direc¬ 
tion,  or  if  you  are  a  person  who  has  ever 
been  sought  out  for  spiritual  guidance, 
then  you  will  not  want  to  miss  this 
opportunity. 

This  will  be  a  three-year  commit¬ 
ment,  which  will  include  the  following: 

❖  Several  retreats  a  year 

❖  Attendance  at  all  sessions 

❖  A  cost  of  $750  for  the  first  year 


(The  remaining  first-year  cost  will  be 
paid  by  the  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  '  and  a  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
grant).  The  cost  of  the  remaining  two 
years  will  be  approximately  the  same. 

❖  A  commitment  to  assist  one’s 
church  and  district  in  spiritual  direction. 

All  sessions  wTill  be  held  at  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth.  Dates  for  the  first  year  are  as 
follows: 

Feb.  7-10,  2000 — Introduction  to 
Spiritual  Formation  and  Spiritual 
Direction 

March  27-30 — Spiritual  Discernment 
and  Faithful  Decision-Making  Processes 

Aug.  21-24 — Leading  a  Spiritual 
Retreat 

Dr.  Shawchuck  and  Father  Doherty" 
will  be  present  throughout  the  entire 
training  process — a  rare  opportunity  for 
spiritual  growth. 

If  this  program  is  one  that  interests 
you,  then  immediately  contact  Rev. 
Carole  Cotton  Winn  at  199  Trenton  Dr., 
Slidell,  LA  70461,  (504)  639-9531.  She  will 
send  you  an  application  to  complete  and 
return  no  later  than  Oct.  20.  Only  20 
applicants  will  be  accepted,  so  call  as 
soon  as  you  can. 

May  the  Lord  bless  you  with  peace  as 
you  decide  about  participating  in  this 
event. 


Fire  started  by  lightning  destroys  Bernice  UMC 

Lightning  claimed  a  church,  which  is 


Volunteers  pass  books  from  the  library  of  the  burning  church. 


venerable  landmark  in 
Union  Parish  on 
Sunday  night  (Sept.  6) 
when  the  Bernice 
United  Methodist 
Church  was  destroyed 
by  fire. 

Bernice  Volunteer 
Fire  Chief  John 
Holdman  said  firefight¬ 
ers  were  called  to  the 


located  on  Louisiana 
Hwy.  2  in  southwest  Bernice,  at  about  8 
p.m.  The  fire  had  engulfed  the  church  facil¬ 
ities  by  the  time  firefighters  arrived. 
Holdman  said  he  was  “sure”  lightning  was 
the  source  of  the  blaze. 

Firefighters  from  Bernice  were  joined  by 
volunteer  departments  from  Farmerville, 
Spearsville  and  Lillie,  Holdman  said,  but 
the  facilities  were  a  total  loss.  Farmerville 
police  also  assisted  at  the  scene. 

Please  see  Fire,  page  8. 
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Being  and  Doing  Youth  '99  'absolutely,  positively  wonderful' 


Bishop  Solomon  has  invited  a  member  of  the 
Mission  Cabinet  to  write  the  “Being  and  Doing”  col¬ 
umn  for  the  summer. 

Guest  columnist  for  this  issue  is  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  director.  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission. 


When  'the  Word 
becomes  flesh' 


“Tbat  's  jist  plumb  putty! 

You  ‘uns  shore  are  sweet.” 

Members  of  St.  Paul’s  (Harahan)  and 
Metairie  UMCs  have  just  returned  from  a 
Louisiana  VIM  mission  to  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference  in  southeastern 
Kentucky  led  by  Rev.  Jim  Wilson,  pastor  of 
St.  Paul’s.  The  words  above — spoken  by 
Marie,  an  85-year-old  who  has  always  lived 
on  Phillips’  Creek  and  who  intends  to  stay 
there  for  the  remainder  of  her  life — marked 
the  crowning  glory  of  their  experience. 
This  VIM  mission  team  fell  hopelessly  in 
love  with  this  stalwart  lady  of  meager 
means  during  their  brief  visit  in  her  home. 

Among  Jim’s  many  ministry  talents  is  the 
gift  of  poetry  and,  as  he  does  for  his  day  to 
day  life,  he  has  chronicled  his  reflections  of 
the  mission  in  that  gift.  The  full  story  is  a 
wonderful  narrative  of  what  happens  on  a 
VIM  mission  and  how  lives  are  changed  for 
both  the  recipients  of  the  ministry  and  the 
missionaries  as  well. 

Jim’s  team  came  to  be  known  as  the 
“Geriatric  Crew.”  Their  twelve  members 
ranged  in  ages  from  59  to  79.  They  paint¬ 
ed,  sawed,  nailed  and  fixed  up  Marie’s  150- 
year-old  house.  And  it  was  pretty. 


We  worked 
really  worked, 

stretching  muscles  long  forgotten 
popping  IBUPROFEN  profusely 
doing  things  that  back  home 
would  demand  hiring 
a  handy  person, 
and  grumbling 

with  a  smile  flooding  our  being. 
Useful — 

Ah,  the  sweet  melody  hummed  by 
Almighty  God, 
the  cup  of  water 
GIVEN 

in  the  holy  name 
prompting  each  of  us 
to  note  precisely 
that  the  Word  has  indeed 
become  flesh 
and  has  pitched  the  tent 
in  our  midst. 

We  came  to  help 
and  we  did! 

And  grace  was  present, 
very  present  .  .  . 


another  Bible. 

Director  of  Youth  Ministries 
applaudes  organizers 

“My  Youth  ’99  experience  was 
absolutely,  positively  wonderful!”  said 
Lynn  Morgan,  director  of  Youth  Ministries 
for  First  UMC  in  Lake  Charles.  “I’m 
always  leery  when  I  hear  a  lot  of  good 
things  about  an  event  because  it  creates 


“Not  the  grace  wre  came  to  give,”  says 
Jim,  “but  rather  the  grace  we  received  as 
we  offered  ‘the  cup  of  water’  and  found 
ourselves  drinking  deeply  of  the  water  of 
life  offered  quite  freely  by  our  poor’  old 
mountain  woman.  We  went  to  spread  the 
good  news  and  found  the  good  news 
enfleshed  as  never  before.  Flooring,  roof¬ 
ing,  window'  installation  and  painting  gave 
a  way  for  the  very  presence  of  God  to 
infect  the  mission  team;  we  found  our  sal¬ 
vation  in  Marie’s  simple  words,  spoken  in 
mountain  dialect  with  utter  sincerity.  Our 
task  was  superseded  as  God  spoke  to  us 
this  week — and,  we  listened.” 

Jim’s  account  of  the  team’s  five  days  at 
Red  Bird  is  too  lengthy  to  print  in  this 
space,  but  it  is  a  story  you  will  want  to 
hear.  If  you  would  like  a  copy  of  the  full 
narrative,  call  the  Louisiana  VIM  office  at 
(888)  239-5286. 

If  you  want  your  own  VIM  story  to  tell, 
call  the  same  number... 

God  calls  each  of  us  to  mission.  We  can 
help  you  figure  out  where. 


by  Carolyn  Dove 
Conference  Youth  Director 

More  than  250  La.  UMs  traveled  to 
Youth  ‘99  held  in  Knoxville  at  the 
University  of  Tennessee  July  28-Aug.  1.  It 
was  a  wonderful  event  that  offered  tons 
of  opportunities  for  youth  and  adult 
workers  with  youth.  The  theme  for  Youth 
‘99,  attended  by  9,400  people  was  “BE!” 

Each  participant  was 
asked  to  BE  open  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  to  BE 
present  to  the  trans¬ 
forming  power  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  each  one’s  life 
and  in  the  lives  of  old 
friends  and  new  ones 
met.  The  community 
formed  on  the  UT  cam¬ 
pus  was  a  once-in-a  life¬ 
time  experience.  May 
you  be  blessed  and  be  a 
blessing  in  the  living  of  Over  250  persons  from  Louisiana  attended  YOUTH ’99  held  in 
these  days  together!  Knoxville,  Tennessee  July  28-August  1.  Churches  that  partic- 

The  Exclamation  Market  ipated  from  the  Baton  Rouge  District  were  Jefferson,  First 

Youth’99  featured  the  Gonzales,  Camphor,  Wesley,  and  First  Baton  Rouge;  from  the 
exhibition  area  of  Lake  Charles  District  were  First  Lake  Charles,  Henning 
any  United  Methodist  Memoria1’  University,  First  Leesville,  and  Roanoke;  from  the 


--Jim  Wilson 


Marie  Asher,  the  good  news  “enfleshed  as 
never  before”  in  the  Kentucky  Mountains. 

Photo  by  Jim  Wilson 


youth  event  in  history. 

The  Exclamation  Mark¬ 
et  included  a  Cokesbury 
store,  a  Youth’99  store, 
and  over  60  exhibitors  and  vendors  of 
youth-ministry-related  products  and  serv¬ 
ices.  One  of  the  exhibitors  was  the  Upper 
Room  that  came  with  devotional  material 
(Devo  Line),  two  tree  houses  (prayer 
rooms),  and  writing  materials  and  model¬ 
ing  clay  for  sharing  with  others.  While 
resting  in  the  Exclamation  Market,  one 
could  go  to  the  karaoke  area  and  sing  to 
your  heart’s  desire. 

Each  day  began  with  music  by  the 
James  Ward  Band.  The  keynote  speakers 
for  each  evening  speakers  were  Tony 
Campolo,  Grace  Imathlu,  Helen  Musick, 
and  Vance  Ross.  Duffy  Robbins  led  the 
Bible  study.  Daily  concerts  were  given  by 
Miami  District  Youth  Band,  Petra,  Say  So, 
Celia  Whitler,  and  Jaci  Velasquez.  The 
afternoons  were  packed  with  learning 
options. 

Aldersgate  youth  shared  signing  skills 

Some  of  the  options  offered  were 
hands-on  service  opportunities,  being  a 
reporter  for  the  Youth’99  daily  newspaper 
(eight  persons  from  Bethany  UMC  in  New 
Orleans  did  this),  singing  in  the  Youth’99 
choir,  being  a  Duffette  singer  (Robyn 
Selders  was  one),  answering  the  Upper 
Room  Prayer  Line  phone,  participating  in 
the  worship  services  (Aldersgate  UMC  in 
Slidell  shared  their  signing  skills)  and  oth¬ 
ers  helped  serve  communion. 

Each  evening  every  church  group  was 
asked  to  come  together  before  bedtime 
for  devotions.  In  order  for  everyone  to  be 
prepared  each  participant  received  a  copy 
of  the  new  spiritual  formation  bibles 
when  they  arrived.  Thursday,  the 
American  Bible  Society  gave  everyone 


New  Orleans  District  were  Bethany  and  Luling;  from  the 
North  Shore  District  were  First  Denham  Springs,  First  Slidell, 
and  Aldersgate;  from  the  Ruston  District  was  Trinity;  from 
the  Shreveport  District  were  First  Shreveport  and  Christ. 


an  expectation  in  my  mind.  So,  of  course, 
I  went  expecting  a  lot.  The  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  outdid  themselves!  The 
staff  at  the  University  of  Tennessee  did  a 
marvelous  job  of  hosting  that  massive 
group  of  youth  and  adults. 

“It  was  just  incredible!”  Lynn  contin¬ 
ued.  “We  ended  up  with  18  youth  and 
five  adults  from  Lake  Charles  going.  We 
all  grew  from  our  Youth  ‘99  experience. 
(And  I’m  not  talking  inches.)  We  came 
home  more  grace  filled,  spiritually  filled, 
our  relationship  with  each  other  stronger 
and  our  relationship  with  Christ  stronger 
as  well.  My  life  is  richer  because  of 
Youth’99-  We  have  already  made  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  go  in  2003,  wherever  it  is 
held.” 

“Youth’99  was  great!  The  best  part  was 
the  bible  studies  with  Duffy  Robbins,  said 
said  Katrina  Spottsville  of  Camphor  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge.  He  made  the  Bible  come 
alive.  Another  best  part  was  the  singing. 
We  sang  and  sang  praises  to  the  Lord.  The 
music  was  terrific.” 

Praising  God  was  the  best,  says  Lake 
Charles  youth 

Meagan  Saucier  of  University  UMC  in 
Lake  Charles  said  Youth’99  was  an  awe¬ 
some  experience.  “There  were  so  many 
Christians  with  the  same  love  for  God. 
My  favorite  part  of  Youth’99  was  the 
worship  services.  They  were  totally 
God  centered,  and  had  no  other  pur¬ 
pose  but  to  praise  the  name  of  Christ.  I 
cannot  begin  to  describe  the  beautiful 
sound  of  over  9,000  youth  praising  God. 

I  am  so  thankful  for  the  opportunity  to 
have  such  a  wonderful  experience.” 
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LAST  CHANCE!  REGISTER  TODAY! 

Tuesday  Schedule  Wednesday  Schedule 


Cleaver,  U,  former  mayor 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  will  lead  econom¬ 
ic  summit  sessions. 


t 


Joan  Flanagan,  author  of  two  best¬ 
selling  books  on  fundraising,  will 
be  one  of  the  keynote  speakers. 


8:00  -  9:45  Late  Registration 

Office  Area  -  FUMC 

10:00  -  Noon  -Choose  One 

“Economic  Development  in  Today’s  World” 

Speaker:  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 
Moderator:  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 
“Arranging  Your  Non-Profit:  Planning  for  Sustainability” 

Speaker:  Ms.  Joan  Flanagan 
Moderator:  Dr.  David  Britt 
12:15  -  1:45  Luncheons  -  Choose  One 

1 .  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  11 

2.  Ms.  Joan  Flanagan 

2:00  -  4:00  Workshops 

1.  Friends  of  Families  -  Roger  Guissinger 
2-.  Mentoring  -  Terrel  DeVille,  Doug  Ezell,  and 
Gary  Willis 

3.  How  to  Begin  a  Church-Led  Business  - 

Kathy  Hunter,  Northwestern  Small  Business  Dept. 

4.  How  to  Raise  a  Work-Ready  Child  - 
Presiding:  Jan  Haworth-Federal  Programs 

Administrator 

Donna  N.  Ganey-La.  State  Dept,  of  Education 
Lola  Kendrick-Governor’s  School-to-Work 
Consultant 

Pam  Webb- Workplace  Literacy 

5.  Classism.  Racism.  &  Faith  - 

Dr.  Don  Cottrill-Former  Conference  Council  Director 
UM  Pastor,  Slidell,  LA 

Dr.  Anita  Crump-Conference  Lay  Leader,  Retired  New  Orleans 
Principal 

6.  Public  Policies  Affecting  Low  Income.  Unemployed 

and  Economically  Dependent  People  - 

Rev.  Neal  Christie,  Dr.  Phyllis  Freeman, 

Mr.  Mark  Harrison,  Mr.  Jim  Winkler  (The  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society) 

7.  Systems  Based  Employee  Resourcing  - 

Dr.  Ron  Hopkins-Shell  Oil  Co. 

8.  Faith  Response  to  the  Under-Employed  Among  Us  - 

Sister  Lory  Schaff 

9.  Forming  Networks  and  Collaborations  - 

Mr.  Eliot  Wright,  The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
6:30  -  Ecumenical  Worship 

“Faith  Communities  and  People’s 
Work  Lives” 

Presiding:  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon,  Presiding  Bishop  of 

Louisiana  Area,  UMC,  and  President-elect  of  Louisiana  Inter- 
Church  Conference 
Preaching:  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 
Music:  First  United  Methodist  Church  Choir,  Alexandria 


For  more  information  and  a  list  of  hotels  offering  special  rates,  please  contact  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  at  (318)  443-5696. 

Please  note:  The  Louisiana  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  is  not  avoilable  for  either  night. 


7:30  -  8:45  Breakfast  -  Choose  One 

Breakfast  with  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 
Presiding:  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 
Fellowship  and  Networking 

Presiding:  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero 
9:00  -  Noon  -  Choose  One 

Symposium  with  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 
Joan  Flanagan-Grassroots  Fundraising.  Developing  Boards  and 
Board  Policies  for  Effective  Non-Profits 
Noon  Luncheons  -  Choose  One 

1.  Faith  Communities  and  Economic  Development  - 

Mr.  Elliot  Wright,  The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

2.  Inner  City  Economic  Development  - 

Darryl  Burrows,  the  Annie  Casey  Foundation 

3.  Economic  Outreach  for  Local  Churches  - 

(The  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  Staff) 

2:00  -  4:00  Workshops 

1 .  How  to  Begin  a  Non-Profit  Church-Led  Business 

Kathy  Hunter,  Northwestern  Small  Business  Dept. 

2.  The  Welfare  Mother-Who  is  She?  What  Will 

Achieve  Economic  Independence  for  Her? 

Liz  Brazelton,  Dept,  of  Social  Services 

Regional  Director  for  Job  Readiness  for  Women 

3.  How  to  Raise  a  Work-Ready  Child 

Presiding:  Jan  Haworth-Federal  Programs  Administrator 
Donna  N.  Ganey-La.  State  Dept,  of  Education 
Lola  Kendrick-Govemor’s  School-to-Work  Consultant 
Pam  Webb- Workplace  Literacy 

4.  The  Unemployed  and  Working  Poor  Father 

Daryl  Burrows-the  Annie  Casey  Foundation 
Mary  Joseph-Dept.  of  Social  Services 

5.  Classism.  Racism.  &  Faith 

Dr.  Don  Cottrill-Former  Conference  Council  Director 
UM  Pastor,  Slidell,  LA 

Dr.  Anita  Crump-Conference  Lay  Leader,  Retired  New 
Orleans  Principal 

6.  Louisiana  Laws  and  Policies  Affecting  the  Poor 

Melissa  Flournoy,  Louisiana  Association  of  Non-Profits 

7.  Public  Policies  Affecting  Low  Income.  Unemployed 

and  Economically  Dependent  People  -  Rev.  Neal  Christie, 

Dr.  Phyllis  Freeman,  Mr.  Mark  Harrison,  Mr.  Jim  Winkler 

8.  Transformational  Business  Leadership 

Dr.  Ron  Hopkins-Shell  Oil  Co. 

9.  Our  Working  Poor-The  New  Majority  -  Fredell  Butler 

10.  Caring  for  the  Elderly  Poor  -  Presiding:  Patsy  Barnes 

Panel  of  senior  citizen  care  providers 
4:30  -  Sending  Forth  Service 

Presiding:  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 

Speaking:  Senator  Randy  Ewing,  President  of  the  Louisiana  Senate 
Dr.  Will  Andress  leading  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  Choir, 
Shreveport 

Special  Awards  given  by  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society 


Registration  for  Faith-based,  Workforce  Developmental  Conference 


Yes,  I  will  be  attending  (Please  Make  Selections): 
Tuesday,  September  28  -Select  One: 

10-Noon:  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 
10-Noon:  Ms.  Joan  Flanagan 

Noon  Luncheons  -  Refer  to  Schedule  above 
for  titles  that  correspond  with  numbers  - 
Select  One: 


1. 


2. 


Wednesday,  September  29  -  Select  One: 

_  7:30-8:45:  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 

_  7:30-8:45:  Fellowship  &  Networking 

- 9-Noon:  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 

- 9-Noon:  Ms.  Joan  Flanagan 

Noon  Luncheons  -  Refer  to  Schedule  above 
for  titles  that  correspond  with  numbers  - 
Select  One: 


Attendee’s  name: 


Address: 
Fax:  _ 


Phone: 


Additional  Attendees: 


1. 


2. 


2:00-4:00  -  Refer  to  Schedule 
above  for  titles  that  correspond 
with  numbers  -  Select  One: 


3. 


1. 

2. 

3. 


4. 

5. 

6. 


7. 

8. 

9. 


2:00-4:00  -  Refer  to  Schedule 

above  for  titles  that  correspond  with  numbers 

Select  One: 

1 - 2 _ 3 _ 4 _ 

5. _  6. _  7. _  8. _ 

9 _ 10 _ 


Amount  Due: . 


x  $50.00=. 


Registration  form  should  be  faxed  to: 
(318) 

Betty  Alderman,  Registrar 
Economic  Conference  at  FUMC 
2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 
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816  Kirkman  Street 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 
(318)  439-2982' 

District  Superintendent 

J.  Lawrence  Maddin 

Communication  Advisor 

Constance  Abraham-Handy 

Around  the  District 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  McKneese 
State  University  has  launched  its  annual 
financial  campaign.  The  organization  is 
working  to  meet  a  budget  deficit  of 
$16,000  needed  to  reach  its  program  and 
mission  goals  for  1999-  To  give,  call  (318) 
477-2191. 

Wesley  UMC  recently  packed  48  health 
kits  for  UMCOR  which  their  pastor,  “Broth¬ 
er  Leon”  took  to  Sager  Brown  for  distribu¬ 
tion.  Carey  Avenue  UMC  exceeded  then- 
goal  of  $650  for  The  Hope  For  The  Chil¬ 
dren  Of  Africa  offering.  Members  of 
Wakefield-Grand  Chenier  UMC  were 
recendy  blessed  by  the  visit  of  Brother 
Sam  and  Suma  Gamadia,  missionaries  to 
India,  who  shared  experiences  of  then- 
ministry.  DeQuincy  UMC,  under  the 
leadership  of  Jennifer  Pinder,  started  a 
church  drama  group  this  summer.  First 
UMC,  Deridder,  recendy  mailed  1348 
Campbell  and  Swanson  product  labels  to 
Red  Bird  Mission  School  in  Kentucky.  The 
Health  and  Welfare  Committee  of  Warren 
UMC  recendy  sponsored  a  blood  drive. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to: 

Constance  Handy 

District  Communication  Advisor 

2706  Walden  Dr. 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70607 
Tel.  (318)  491-2331 


Bible  school  students  learn  to  give 


by  Judy  Lejeune 

When  First  UMC,  Crowley,  opened  its 
doors  this  summer  for  its  yearly  Vacation 
Bible  School,  the  members  had  no  idea 
what  the  event  would  hold  in  store.  They 
expected  up  to  100  children.  More  than  139 
attended.  However,  it  wasn’t  the  number  of 
children  who  attended  that  most  surprised 
the  members  of  this  old  establishment.  It 
was  the  unexpected  blessings  of  who 
attended  and  how  the  spirit  of  the  Bible 
school  grew  after  the  week  was  over. 

The  songs  were  learned,  the  crafts 
made,  the  Bible  verses  memorized,  the 
offering  collected.  But  the  effects  of  the 
First  UMC  Bible  school  began  extending 
into  the  community.  The  children  collected 
canned  goods  and  toiletries  which  were 
taken  to  the  Crowley  Christian  Care  Center. 
Some  of  the  children  went  to  a  local  nurs¬ 
ing  home  and  entertained  the  guests  of  the 
home  with  songs,  games,  and  Bible  verses. 
The  home,  in  turn,  served  the  children  with 
refreshments  and  gave  them  a  tour  of  the 
home. 

The  members  of  the  church  voted  to 
give  offering  collected  during  the  Bible 
school  to  the  local  agency  which  sponsors 
the  shelter.  A  total  of  $190.23  was  given  to 
the  ASSIST  Agency  in  Crowley. 

In  addition,  the  men  of  the  church, 
some  grandfathers,  pitched  in  and  moni¬ 
tored  the  recreational  portion  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  They  played  with,  disciplined,  and 


guided  the  children  of  all  ages  through¬ 
out  each  evening  of  the  event. 

Grandmothers  of  the  church  helped 
organize  and  institute  the  registration  of 
the  children.  They  were  a  big  help  in 
the  little  organizational  details.  Other 
ladies  of  the  church  helped  out  in  vari¬ 
ous  ways.  No  job  was  too  small.  Older 
ladies  prayed  for  the  week’s  work, 
while  others  volunteered  to  lead  the 
various  activities  or  be  guides  to  the 
children. 

All  ages  were  represented  and 
everyone  was  a  member  of  the  Bible 
school  team.  One  church  member  is 
suffering  from  a  serious  illness,  yet  she 
simply  took  a  pain  pill  and  jumped  right 
in.  She  actually  had  more  energy  than 
the  rest  of  us  and  was  one  of  those 
unexpected  blessings,  a  help  that  came 
just  at  the  right  time. 

But  the  real  blessing  came  in  the 
children  themselves.  The  church  has  a 
relatively  small  enrollment  of  children. 
This  Bible  school  was  blessed  by  the 
support  of  children  throughout  the 
community  who  came  to  participate  in 
the  activities.  They  came  from  all  back¬ 
grounds.  And  each  had  something 
unique  to  offer.  Some  children  came 
from  a  shelter  here  in  town.  Their  moth¬ 
ers  also  attended.  Before  then,  many 
church  members  had  no  idea  that  such 
a  shelter  existed  in  Crowley. 


(Top)  Money  collected  during  the  First  UMC, 
Crowley  vacation  Bible  school-more  than 
$190-was  presented  to  the  local  ASSIST  Agency. 
(Above)  Members  of  the  Bible  school  gather  next 
to  the  Canned  Good  Casde,  representing  goods 
collected  for  the  Crowley  Christian  Care  Center. 
Pictured  are  John  Core,  Ben  Stringfellow,  Henry 
Walton  and  Amy  Walton;  along  with  missions 
leaders  Judy  Cormier,  Kim  Stringfellow  and 
Sherrill  Garber. 


VBS:  'Climbing  Mt.  Extreme' 

First  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  hosted  more  than  170  chil¬ 
dren  for  Vacation  Bible  School  July  12-16. 

The  theme  for  the  week  was  “Climbing  Mt.  Extreme” 
and  there  were  plenty  of  campsites  with  tents  and  camp¬ 
ing  gear  (like  the  one  pictured  at  left.) 

More  than  40  adults  and  youth  helped  with  the  Bible 
school.  Pastor  Doug  deGraffenried,  whose  alias  for  the 
event  was  Vertical  Joe,  opened  and  closed  each  day  with 
the  children  and  visited  the  different  campsites  to  tell 
stories. 


Four  churches  send  junior  high  youth  to  Texas  mission 


by  Buddy  Frenzel 
Henning  Memorial  UMC 

Some  people  think  junior  high  youth  are  too  young  to  handle  mission 
work.  This  year  a  group  of  35  junior  high  youth  from  four  different  church¬ 
es  in  the  Lake  Charles  District  participated  in  a  mission  trip  to  San  Marcos, 
Tex. 

Under  the  direction  of  Matt  Harmon,  youth  minister  at  Henning 
Memorial  UMC  in  Sulphur,  the  youth  were  able  to  repair  and  paint  two  cab¬ 
ins  damaged  in  the  recent  floods  and  pack  over  125  cases  of  food  at  the 
San  Antonio  Food  Bank  for  distribution  to  needy  families  in  the  area. 

The  group  was  formed  by  youth  from  Wesley  UMC,  Sulphur;  Westlake 
UMC  and  Welsh  Memorial  UMC,  Vinton.  They  stayed  in  very  rustic  condi¬ 
tions  sleeping  in  Army-style  tents  on  the  bank  of  the  San  Marcos  River.  After 
the  work  was  done,  there  were  opportunities  for  fun,  tubing  and  playing  in 
the  river.  The  Lord  really  blessed  these  youth  and  showed  them  that  with 
teamwork,  they  could  accomplish  anything. 

They  were  able  to  accomplish  much  in  only  a  couple  of  days.  The  youth 
were  very  excited,  learned  a  lot  from  this  trip  and  are  looking  forward  to 
next  year.  Persons  interested  in  learning  more  about  this  and  furture  trips 
should  contact  Matt  Harmon  at  Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur. 


Not  too  young  for  missions:  Thirty-five  junior  high  students  from  four 
churches  in  the  Lake  Charles  District  recently  participated  in  a  mission  to 
San  Marcos,  TexJLaying  Matt  Harmon  (Youth  Minister,  Henning 
Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur). 
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“Ooh  ”  -  the  art!  “Aah  ”  -  the  music! 

“ Yum  ”  -  the  food! 


Chef  Leah  Chase  demonstrates  healthy  cooking  techniques  which  retain 
the  “down  home  cooking”  taste. 

McAfee  says.  “Many  individuals  begin  painting  or  sculpting 
after  retirement,  when  they  have  the  time  to  enjoy  such  activi¬ 
ties.  These  activities  are  very  relaxing  and  help  people  feel 
better  physically,  emotionally  and  spiritually.” 

Recent  studies  have  demonstrated  the  positive  effect  that 
music  produces  for  better  mental  and  physical  health.  The 
Ooh  Aah  Yum  Fest  included  a  violin  concert  by  the  “mini” 
members  of  the  GNO  Suzuki  Forum  under  the  direction  of 
Kathleen  Tyree  and  featured  a  presentation  of  live  classical 
music  throughout  the  day.  A  Music  Therapy  Workshop  intro¬ 
duced  methods  of  incorporating  the  beauty  of  music  into 
daily  life. 

A  highlight  of  the  day  was  a  demonstration  by  legendary  New 
Orleans  Chef  Leah  Chase  of  Dooky  Chase’s  Restaurant.  Her 
presentation  featured  healthy  cooking  that  also  reduces  the 
risk  for  many  diseases.  One  Methodist  Cancer  Center  patient 
reported  that  Mrs.  Chase’s  cookbook,  Down  Home  Healthy,  was 
a  lifesaver  for  her  as  it  contained  a  recipe  of  the  only  entree 
she  could  manage  to  eat  during  chemotherapy  treatment. 

All  those  attending  the  cooking  demonstration  received  a 
complimentary  copy  of  the  cookbook. 

“The  success  of  the  Ooh  Aah  Yum  Fest  is  extremely  encourag¬ 
ing,”  says  Bankston.  “We  are  already  making  plans  for  next 
year’s  event  and  beginning  to  explore  methods  of  presenting 
ongoing  art  and  music  programs  in  the  hospital.  Permanent 
art  displays  in  the  hospital’s  main  lobby  or  pianist  perfor¬ 
mances  on  a  regular  basis  are  among  the  ideas  generated 
from  the  positive  response  to  the  special  event.” 

In  addition  to  the  Ooh  Aah  Yum  Fest,  the  Methodist  Cancer 
Center  offers  regularly  scheduled  activities  for  patients  and 
their  caregivers  to  assist  in  coping  with  the  daily  stress  of  ill¬ 
ness.  Beauty  Break  for  Caregivers,  for  example,  is  a  day  of 
facials,  manicures  and  pedicures;  Smoothy  Tuesday  offers  easy- 
to-make,  refreshing  and  nutritious  shakes;  Anxiety  and 
Relaxation  is  a  workshop  conducted  by  social  workers  or  psy¬ 
chologists  focusing  on  avenues  to  encourage  relaxation;  and 
Look  Good,  Feel  Better  offers  appearance  tips  to  cancer  patients 
undergoing  chemotherapy.  Other  sessions  focus  on  coping 
with  fatigue;  children  and  grief;  healthy  aging;  and  risk 
assessment  screenings  for  breast  and  prostate  cancer.  ; 


There’s  something  new  to  see,  hear  and  taste  at 

Methodist  Hospital.  It’s  the  Ooh  Aah  Yum  Fest  spot¬ 
lighting  art,  music  and  good  food  in  a  program  filled 
with  workshops,  lectures,  demonstrations  and 
exhibits.  The  emphasis  is  on  fun  and  learning. 

But  the  message  and  purpose  of  the  event  is  serious. 

The  Ooh  Aah  Yum  Fest  is  an  entertaining  and  educational 
activity  sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Cancer  Center’s  Jonathan 
Nelson  Cancer  Fund.  Established  in  1991,  the  Cancer  Fund 
assists  patients  on  a  case-by-case  basis  and  provides  wellness 
programs  and  caregiver  respite,  such  as  the  Ooh  Aah  Yum 
Fest. 

More  than  200  individuals  participated  in  the  first  Fest  held 
this  summer  at  the  hospital.  “Ooh  Aah  Yum  Fest  represents 
an  opportunity  to  promote  our  important  fundraising  activi¬ 
ties  while  also  presenting  art  awareness  of  therapeutic  pro¬ 
grams,  hobbies  and  activities  for  those  with  cancer  or  other 
illnesses  and  their  caregivers,”  says  Methodist  Cancer  Center 
Clinical  Support  and  Development  Coordinator  Marcia 
McAfee. 


Art  instructor  Val  Lacey  presents  the  fundamentals  of  learning  how  to 
draw  during  the  recent  Ooh  Aah  Yum  Fest. 

According  to  Methodist  Hospital  Development  Associate 
Kelly  Bankston,  the  Ooh  Aah  Yum  Fest  concept  is  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  artwork  exhibit  at  the  Daffodil  Tea,  a  fundraising 
event  for  the  cancer  fund.  “The  display,  which  feature  oils, 
watercolors,  pastels,  sculpture  and  photography  by  Methodist 
cancer  patients,  was  so  well  received  that  it  sparked  the  foun¬ 
dation  for  other  methods  of  displaying  these  intriguing  and 
varied  art  forms.” 

“Art,  music  and  healthy  cooking  -  and  eating  -  are  excellent 
avenues  for  relieving  the  daily  stress  of  living  with  an  illness 
or  taking  care  of  someone  who  is  sick,”  McAfee  says.  “Our 
regular  events  for  patients  and  caregivers,  along  with  the  Ooh 
Aah  Yum  Fest,  emphasize  lifestyle  alternatives  and  enhance¬ 
ments  that  can  benefit  everyone  in  the  community. 

In  addition  to  the  display  of  artwork  at  the  Fest,  a  local  art 
teacher  presented  a  hands-on  workshop  highlighting  the 
therapeutic  aspects  of  painting  and  drawing.  “It’s  important 
that  individuals  realize  that  anyone  can  begin  art  as  a  new 
hobby  or  pastime  at  any  age,  at  any  stage  in  their  lives,” 


**KO 


A  highlight  of  the  Ooh  Aah  Yum  Fest  was  the  violin  concert  presented  by  members  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Suzuki  Forum 


Contributions 
Enhance 
Cancer  Care 


The  Jonathan  Nelson  Cancer  Fund  provides 
resources  to  the  Methodist  Cancer  Center 
for  wellness  programs,  caregiver  respite  and 
patient  services.  It  was  established  in  1991 
in  memory  of  22-year-old  Jonathan  Nelson,  one  of 
Methodist  Cancer  Center’s  first  patients.  The  son  of 
Hospital  Chaplain  Judy  Nelson,  Jonathan  served  as  an 
inspiration  for  cancer  patients,  their  families  and  oth¬ 
ers  experiencing  life’s  difficulties.  His  own  words,  in  a 
speech  delivered  on  Cancer  Survivor’s  Day  in  1989,  is 
an  indication  of  his  fortitude  and  courage,  “After  a 
time,  my  friends  and  I  stopped  talking  about  my  illness 
and  the  other  changes  in  my  life,  but  it  was  always 
there...  People  close  to  me,  when  explaining  their  prob¬ 
lems,  would  begin  to  see,  as  I  did,  that  those  problems 
really  weren’t  important.  A  few  of  them  told  me,  ‘I  han¬ 
dled  my  problems  easier  knowing  what  you  have  been 
through.’  Those  are  the  words  that  give  my  life  mean¬ 
ing.” 

‘Jonathan’s  courage  and  spirit  lives  on  in  the  hearts  of 
Methodist  Hospital  family  members  and  Cancer  Center 
patients  who  knew  him,”  says  Hospital  President  Fred 
Young.  “We  know  that  if  he  were  here  today,  he  would 
be  among  the  first  to  contribute  to  the  financial,  emo¬ 
tional,  spiritual  and  physical  needs  of  other  cancer 
patients.” 


Methodist  Hospital  Chaplain  Judy  Nelson  and  Walter  Christensen 
were  participants  in  Daffodil  Wall  dedication  ceremonies  at  the 
Methodist  Cancer  Center.  The  Sue  Christensen  Gardens  outside  the 
Cancer  Center  were  dedicated  in  memory  of 
Mr.  Christensen ’s  late  wife. 

“There  is  a  variety  of  options  available  to  those  who 
would  like  to  donate  to  the  Cancer  Fund,”  states  Marcia 
McAfee,  Clinical  Support  and  Development  Coordinator 
at  the  Cancer  Center. 

The  Legacy  Program  is  available  for  donors  wishing  to 
honor  or  remember  special  loved  ones  in  a  permanent 
manner.  With  the  donation  of  a  major  charitable  gift, 
the  donor  may  “name”  a  part  of  the  Cancer  Center  in 
honor  or  in  memory  of  a  family  member  or  special 
friend.  The  program  provides  a  variety  of  opportunities 
such  as  the  naming  of  an  examination  room,  a 
chemotherapy  chair,  or  a  waiting  room.  This  is  a  won¬ 
derful  way  to  pay  tribute  to  family  members  or  special 
friends  and  to  also  assist  in  the  important  care  provided 
by  the  Cancer  Center. 

The  Cancer  Center’s  Tribute  Giving  Program  also  offers 
opportunities  for  honoring  or  remembering  cancer 
patients  as  well  as  to  express  appreciation  to  a  special 
nurse,  physician  or  friend.  The  names  are  entered  into 
the  Tribute  Book  for  permanent  display  at  the  Cancer 
Center.  Such  gifts  are  acknowledged  with  a  special  trib¬ 
ute  card  sent  to  the  individual  or  family. 

A  new  Daffodil  Wall  in  the  Cancer  Center  lobby  recog¬ 
nizes  donors  who  contribute  $100  or  more  to  the 
Jonathan  Nelson  Cancer  Fund.  “The  daffodil  is  the  sym¬ 
bol  of  hope  for  cancer  patients  so  designated  by  the 
American  Cancer  Society.  We  wanted  the  wall  to  have  a 
garden  motif,  so  each  level  of  giving  is  represented  by 
butterflies,  bumble  bees,  lady  bugs  and  dragonflies,” 
McAfee  explains.  “The  patients  and  donors  love  the 
idea  and  it  has  been  a  lovely  addition  to  the  lobby.  We 
are  deeply  appreciative  for  all  contributions  to  the 
Cancer  Fund  which  allows  us  to  enhance  our  program 
here  at  the  Cancer  Center,”  McAfee  says. 

For  further  information  on  the  Daffodil  Wall  or 
Tribute  Giving,  contact  McAfee  at  (504)  244-4901. 


( Continued  on  reverse  side) 


It’s  bigger,  more  modern  and  much  more  comfortable. 
Methodist  Hospital’s  Emergency  Medicine  Center, 
renovated  last  year,  facilitates  the  delivery  of  quality 
_  patient  care,  even  under  the  most  stressful  situations. 

“In  an  emergency  situation  it  is  the  knowledge,  skills  and 
experienced  healthcare  personnel  that  make  the  difference 
in  saving  a  life,  treating  an  injury  or  minimizing  the  effects  of 
a  heart  attack,”  says  Emergency  Medicine  Center  Nurse 
Manager  Joy  Jones,  RN.  “Increased  space,  easier  access  to 
equipment  and  a  more  relaxed  environment  are  important 
when  it  comes  to  patient  comfort  and  privacy,  stress-relief  and 
y-  decreasing  the  anxiety  of  family  and  friends.” 

“Methodist  Hospital  has  earned  and  maintained  a  ^reputation 
for  providing  the  best  in  emergency  medical  care,”  she  con¬ 
tinues.  “Now,  we  have  the  facilities  to  complement  that  care. 

The  hospital’s  18,000  square  foot  Emergency  Medicine 
Center  has  been  completely  renovated  with  an  expansion 
nearly  doubling  its  size.  Highlights  of  the  new  facility  include 
easy  access  from  the  hospital’s  main  lobby  as  well  as  its  two 
dedicated  emergency  entrances  -  one  for  walk-ins  and  one  for 
ambulances  only. 

When  entering  the  Emergency  Medicine  Center,  patients  and 
family  members  will  find  a  triage  and  registration  area  as  well 
as  a  spacious,  well-lit  waiting  area  featuring  telephones,  a  tele¬ 
vision,  vending  machines  and  a  play  area  for  children. 

An  open  nurses’  station,  equipped  with  state-of-the-art  moni¬ 
tors,  provides  visual  access  to  patient  treatment  areas,  includ¬ 
ing  three  isolation  rooms.  Portable  procedure  carts  featuring 
specialized  equipment,  such  as  cast-making  equipment  for 
orthopedic  needs,  are  designed  to  fit  directly  under  the  nurs¬ 
ing  station.  ‘The  availability  of  such  carts  allows  us  to  make 
any  room  a  specialty  area,  rather  than  designating  one  room 
for  certain  procedures,”  Jones  explains. 

The  Emergency  Medicine  Center  also  houses  a  designated 
eye  treatment  area  and  decontamination  unit  that  allows 
patient  admission  directly  from  an  ambulance. 

Other  highlights  of  the  expanded  Emergency  Medicine 
Center  include  easier  access  to  the  laboratory  and  radiology 
departments  for  faster,  more  comfortable  evaluation  and 
diagnosis. 

Three  emergency  treatment  bays,  which  can  house  as  many 
as  four  patients  each,  feature  advanced  monitoring  devices, 
disposal  units  for  hazardous  waste,  and  the  flexibility  to 
accommodate  a  wide  range  of  highly  technical  equipment. 
The  renovation  project  provided  the  opportunity  to  relocate 
electrical  outlets  from  the  floor  to  waist  level,  which  is  safer 
and  minimizes  movement  around  the  patient  s  bed,  Jones 
adds. 

The  availability  of  increased  bed  space  allows  emergency  staff 
to  bring  more  patients  directly  into  a  treatment  area.  The 
facility  also  includes  an  internal  patient  area  for  those  who 
are  either  waiting  for  test  results  or  requiring  minor  proce¬ 
dures,  such  as  eye  drops  or  an  injection. 

“Our  goal  is  patient  satisfaction  in  terms  of  the  best  evalua¬ 
tion,  diagnosis  and  treatment  as  well  as  the  amenities,  Jones 
says  That  includes  providing  pleasant  surroundings,  main¬ 
taining  concern  for  privacy  and  helping  to  decrease  anxiety 
as  much  as  possible.  A  conference  room  is  also  available  tor 
increased  privacy  when  a  family  needs  to  speak  with  the 
patient’s  physician  or  a  hospital  chaplain. 

“In  times  of  emotional  difficulty  and  with  the  increased  stress 
connected  to  an  emergency  illness  or  accident,  it  is  important 
to  maintain  a  constant  concern  for  all  aspects  of  care  -  spiritu¬ 
al  and  emotional  as  well  as  physical,”  says  Methodist  Hospital 
Chaplain  Paul  Durbin.  The  concern  for  privacy  and  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  private  conference  area  reflects  the  hospital  s  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  patient.  In  emergencies,  that  consideration 
definitely  must  extend  to  his  or  her  family  and  friends. 

The  Emergency  Medicine  Center  renovation  and  expansion 
project  also  included  exterior  landscaping  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  an  external  media  area  for  press  conferences  ||| 
and  community  communication.  11  ill! 


A  spacious  nursing 
station  featuring 
advanced  technology 
and  an  increased  view 
of  patient  rooms  offers 
constant  patient 
monitoring. 


Methodist  Chaplain 
Paul  Durbin  offers 
comfort  and  a  prayer  for 
an  emergency  patient. 
Methodist  Hospital 
chaplains  are  available 
24  hours  a  day  to 
prowde  spiritual  care 
to  patients  in  all  areas 
of  the  hospital. 


A  specialized 
decontamination  unit 
in  the  expanded 
Emergency  Medicine 
Center  is  used 
to  isolate  and  treat 
individuals  exposed 
to  hazardous 
materials. 
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Memorial  UMC 

by  Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 

How  do  aluminum  cans,  snap  rings  and 
used  greeting  cards  further  the  purpose  of 
missions?  Ask  the  members  of  Memorial 
UMC,  Monroe,  and  they  will  direct  you  to 
the  Mission  Room.  Neatly  organized  boxes 
and  a  large  plastic  water  jug  bear  labels  for 
receiving  all  kinds  of  recyclables. 

Memorial  has  collected  aluminum  cans 
for  church  ministries  and  missions  for 
many  years.  Church  members  and  friends 
bring  bagged  cans  to  the  church  where 
they  are  collected  by  Bob  and  James  Farr. 
This  father  and  son  duo  crush  the  cans. 
(Add  a  trash  compactor  to  this  unusual  list 
of  mission  aids.)  The  Farrs  then  haul  the 
aluminum  to  the  recycling  center.  The 
money  the  church  receives  is  then  chan¬ 
neled  to- support  local  church  ministries  or 
missions. 

“Missions  is  helping  others,”  said  Nan 
Adams,  church  secretary.  “Helping  the 
environment  is  an  added  benefit  while  we 
are  helping  other  people  through  ministry.” 


•ecydes  to  fund  mission  work 


Father  and  son  ,  Bob  (right)  and  James  Farr, 
regularly  gather  the  aluminum  cans 
brought  to  Memorial  UMC  and  haul  them  to 
a  recycling  center. 

Charities  and  missions  that  Memorial 
helps  are  posted  with  the  appropriate  recy¬ 
clable  items.  Yoplait  Yogurt  aluminum  tops 


are  donated  to  the  Northeast  Louisiana 
University’s  Student  Nurses  Association. 
Yoplait  will  give  50  cents  for  each  top  to 
“Breast  Cancer  Awareness.”  The  association 
also  collects  35  mm  film  canisters  to  be 
used  by  missionaries  in  Mexico  as  medi¬ 
cine  containers. 

Church  members  collect  the  aluminum 
cans  and  remove  the  snap  rings.  Cans  are 
placed  in  a  storeroom  and  the  snap  rings 
are  placed  in  a  plastic  five  gallon  water  bot¬ 
tle.  When  the  bottle  is  full,  church  mem¬ 
ber  Billy  Gannaway  takes  it  to  a  worthy 
recipient,  the  Ronald  McDonald  House. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Memorial  gather  used  greeting  cards  for 
McDonnell’s  United  Methodist  Children’s 
Service  in  Houma.  Campbell’s  food  labels 
are  sent  to  Redbird  Mission  in  Kentucky  to 
be  used  for  educational  equipment. 

“Salvage  some  of  these  items  from  your 
trash  can  and  bring  it  to  Memorial  to  help 
in  a  ministry,”  Adams  encouraged.  “And 
ask  a  friend  to  save  some  for  you,  also.” 


New  VBS  concept  "sets  sail"  at  Lea  Joyner 


“Sail  On  the  Disciple-ship”  is  a  Vacation 
Bible  School  with  a  new  approach  that  was 
written  especially  for  Lea  Joyner  UMC, 

Monroe. 

“We  have  a  tailor  made  program  for  our 
kids,”  said  Annette  Fortuna,  children’s  minis¬ 
ter  at  the  church.  “I  know  the  children  and 
what  they  like.  I  wrote  it  to  fit  their  needs.” 

Over  100  children  and  46  workers  set  sail 
on  a  five  day  “cruise”  aboard  the  Disciple- 
ship.  Each  evening  began  in  the  church  gym-  “Sail  °n”  the  Disciple-ship!  A  45  foot  long  foam  and 

nasium  with  the  backdrop  of  a  45-foot  cruise  P*f tic,  trufe  S^P  wa*  JSf  VacationBible 

i  l  l  l  School  at  Lea  Joyner  UMC  (above.)  The  cruise  theme 
ship  built  of  foam  and  plastic  by  chuich  was  ^  t|ie  sailor  Caps  worn  by  the  students. 

members.  Keeping  with  the  cruise  theme,  all  workers  and  teachers  wore  beachcomber  hats  (right.) 
of  the  children  wore  sailor  caps,  while  the 
teachers  and  helpers  wore  beachcomber  hats. 

A  drama  opened  each  evening  and  presented  that  session’s 
particular  theme  for  the  activities.  Bible  stories,  music  and  crafts 
kept  the  children’s  interest.  The  drama  characters  appeared  in  cos¬ 
tume  and  shared  their  stories.  Featured  characters  were  Jonah, 

Noah,  Andrew  and  Peter. 


challenged  the  children  to  take 

step 


The  characters — who  each 
had  an  experience  in  a  boat — 
another 
in  their  faith  journey. 

“This  is  something  I  have  always  wanted  to  try  and  do,  and  I 
felt  like  the  time  was  right  for  me  to  see  if  I  could  do  it,”  Fortuna 
said.  Teachers  and  children  declared  the  program  a  success  and 
“Sail  On”  even  exceeded  Fortuna’s  expectations. 


NLU  campus  ministry  gets  new  name,  focus 


A  “Sizzlin’  Welcome  Week”  greeted 
both  freshmen  and  returning  students  at 
Northeast  Louisiana  University  in  Monroe. 

Students  looking  for  the  Wesley 
Foundation  will  find  that  it  is  now  called 
the  Northeast  Campus  Ministry.  Though  it 
is  located  in  the  same  building,  this  student 
ministry  has.  truly  seen  some  changes. 

“The  aim  of  our  student  ministry  is  to 
be  Christ-centered  and  student  focused,” 
said  Rev.  Bill  Willis,  campus  minister. 

Weekly  opportunities  for  all  students 
will  include  W.C.W.  (World  Class  Worship) 
every  Monday  at  8  p.m.;  Lunch-n-Listen  at 
noon  on  Wednesdays;  and  Life  Groups. 
Laser  Tag,  concerts,  social  mixers,  tailgat¬ 


ing  for  NLU  football  games  and  a  Christian 
Coffee  House  are  just  a  few  of  the  events 
planned  to  attract  United  Methodists,  other 
Christians  and  the  varied  student  body  of 
NLU.  September’s  calendar  will  also 
include  a  fall  retreat. 

Monroe  District  churches  are  always 
welcome  to  visit  “their”  campus  ministry  at 
NLU,  Willis  said.  The  telephone  number  is 
318-343-2944. 

The  ministry  is  a  cooperative  effort 
between  The  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (USA),  Lutheran 
Church,  Missouri  Synod,  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  of  America  and  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 


DMT  works  to  develop 
'prayer  strateg/ 

As  the  Monroe  District  Ministry  Team 
(DMT)  visited  churches  throughout  north¬ 
east  Louisiana,  a  number  of  them  identi¬ 
fied  a  concern  for  the  ministry  of  prayer. 

As  a  way  to  respond  to  this  need,  a 
Prayer  Intervention  Strategy  for  the  district 
was  discussed  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
DMT.  Not  only  would  this  nurture  prayer, 
but  churches  could  become  better 
acquainted  with  each  other  and  develop  a 
greater  sense  of  community,  said  DMT 
member  Rev.  Bill  Willis. 

“Pray  for  the  Spirit  to  break  through  to 
the  churches,”  he  urged. 


909  North  18th  Street 
Suite  206 

Monroe,  LA  70201 
(318)  387-7364 


District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Marie  Williams 


Communication  Advisor 

Lyn  Sheehan 


Rev.  Jonathan  Beck,  pastor  at  Vidalia  UMC, 
recently  entertained  and  instructed 
younger  members  of  his  church  by  playing 
the  Apostle  Peter.  His  role  was  varied. 
Above,  he  re-enacts  washing  the  feet  of  the 
Disciples  by  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  Other  activ¬ 
ities  during  the  day,  like  serving  hot  dogs 
to  the  children,  were  somewhat  less  bibli¬ 
cal  in  origin. 


Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 

P.O.  Box  178 

Columbia,  LA  71418 

Tel.  (318)  649-7188 

E-mail:  lyn_sheehan@hotmail.com 
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Mt.  Zion  names 

The  Scholarship  Committee  of  Mt. 

V 

Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans,  recently 
announced  the  winner  of  its  1999-2000 

£ 

scholarships. 

They  are  Nikki  Bennett,  a  sophomore 

ts 

at  Delgado  Community  College  in  New 
Orleans;  Naja  Clanton,  a  senior  at  Xavier 

University  in  New  Orleans;  Cedric  Graves, 

% 

a  freshman  at  Southern  University  at  New 
Orleans;  Janelle  Johnson,  a  sophomore  at 

£ 

Northwestern  State  University  in 
Natchitoches;  Melanie  McGary,  a  senior  at 

Xavier  University;  Robert  Owens,  a  junior 
at  the  University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette; 
and  Justin  Wilson,  a  freshman  at  the 

Q 

University  of  Notre  Dame  in  Indiana. 

999-2000 


Graves 


scholarship  recipients 


McGary  Wilson 


3401  Canal  Sreet 
New  Orleans,  LA  70119 
(504)  488-5430 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Dian  Kent 


Let  us  tell  your  story... 

If  you  have  a  story  to  tell  about 
your  church  or  its  members,  please 
contact  District  Communication 
Advisor  Dian  Kent  at  (504)  368- 
2567.  You  may  also  contact  the 
District  Office  at  (504)  488-5430. 
Let’s  get  the  word  out. 


St.  Charles  UMC 
preparinq  for 
pumpkin  patch 


by  Mary  Anne  F.  Schindler 

Fall  is  in  the  air  and  that 
means... PUMPKINS! 

The  “Fall  Festival  Family  Pumpkin 
Patch”  at  St.  Charles  UMC,  Destrehan,  is  a 
month-long  happening  for  the  church, 
scout  groups  and  the  community. 

The  church  will  unload  pumpkins  the 
morning  of  Oct.  9  and  anticipates  selling 
8,000-10,000  pumpkins,  gourds,  corn 
stalks  and  bags  of  hay  at  the  third  annual 
event.  • 

The  church  will  also  host  a  blood  drive 
on  Halloween  from  8  a.m.-l  p.m. 

The  Pumpkin  Patch  is  open  weekdays 
from  noon-8  p.m.  and  weekends  from 
8  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  church  at  (504)  764-8292. 


Church  raises  money  for  children's  home 


The  Shepherd’s  Club  of  Covenant  UMC,  Arabi,  recently  celebrated  with  song,  cake  and  ice 
cream.  Rev.  Doug  Ezell  of  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  in  New  Orleans  was  guest  speak¬ 
er— and  singer— for  the  event.  During  the  evening,  A1  Jung,  president  of  the  club,  presented 
Ezell  with  a  $200  check  for  the  home.  Above  left,  Jung  plays  the  “Sheik  of  Arabi.”  Above 
right,  “The  Righteous  Brothers,”  Rev.  Gordon  Smith  and  Ezell  entertain  the  gathering. 


Members  of  Boy 
Scouts  of  America 
Troop  317,  which 
is  chartered  by  St 
Charles- UMC, 
Destrehan,  raft 
down  the  Ocoee 
River  in  Term.. 
Scouts  and  adults 
are  welcome  to 
visit  the  troop.  It 
meets  Monday 
nights  from  7:30- 
9:30  at  the  church. 
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DB  Scholarships:  We  have  graduates 


by  Babs  Mollere 

Chair,  Daughenbaugh  Matheny 
Scholarship 

Graduations  are  always  times  for  fam¬ 
ily  celebration  and  this  spring  was  a  spe¬ 
cial  one  at  Dillard  University.  Two  of  the 
New  Orleans  District’s  own,  who  have 
been  recipients  of  a  Daughenbaugh 
Matheny  Scholarship,  graduated  from 
Dillard  University.  Lajuan  Landro  fin¬ 
ished  with  a  degree  in  Nursing  and  is 
now  employed  at  a  local  hospital; 
Karraz  Dansby  finished  in  Public  Health 
Administration. 


Dansby 


In  a  recent  conversation  with  Karraz, 
he  reported  that  his  mom  and  dad  and 
three  of  his  brothers  and  their  wives 
were  able  to  come  and  see  him  get  his 
degree.  The  youngest  in  his  family  of 


four  sisters  and  six  brothers,  Karraz  is  the 
first  in  his  family  to  obtain  a  college 
degree.  The  entire  family  has  been 
pulling  for  him  during  his  undergraduate 
years.  Karraz  says  that  it  is  “very  impor¬ 
tant  to  be  focused  and  disciplined  and  to 
stay  ahead”  in  order  to  reach  that  gradu¬ 
ation  day. 

Karraz  found  out  about 
Daughenbaugh  Matheny  Scholarships 
through  his  church  and  applied  for  one 
for  his  freshman  year  along  with  a 
church  friend  going  to  Dillard.  The 
friend  received  a  scholarship,  but  Karraz 
started  his  education  with  the  help  of 
Stafford  loans.  After  establishing  himself 
in  college,  he  decided  to  reapply  for  a 
DM  Scholarship  and  was  a  recipient  for 
his  senior  year. 

Eaifty  in  his  career  at  Dillard,  he  con¬ 
sidered  a  nursing  degree,  but  switched  to 
public  health  and  now  has  hopes  of 
attending  graduate  school  in  Public 
Health  Administration.  He  has  recently 
pursued  a  job  in  occupational  safety  and 
health  with  a  local  chemical  plant  which 
supports  graduate  education  for  its 
employees.  Karraz  has  his  eye  on 
Tulane’s  School  of  Public  Health  because 
it  is  “one  of  the  top  ten  in  the  country.” 

Karraz  has  maintained  his  church  ties 
and  is  currently  attending  Boynton 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Gretna.. 

Karraz  says  he  is  thankful  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
family  in  reaching  his  undergraduate 
degree.  He  will  persevere  in  a  life  of 
service  to  his  church  and  his  community. 

All  of  us  Gin  be  proud  of  his  graduation. 


MENTIONINGS 


Perkins’ 
Perkins’ 
ent.  Call 


Cokesbury  Online 

Cokesbury  Online,  a  full-service  Internet  bookstore,  is  now  online  at 
http://www.cokesbury.com.  The  store  includes  an  opportunity  to  apply  for  a 
Cokesbury  account  and  the  ability  to  track  previous  online  purchases.  The 
site  also  allows  you  to  download  products  such  as  curriculum  and  preaching 
resources.  Three  other  UM  Publishing  House  sites:  Good  News  at  Gospel 
Rock,  Vacation  Bible  School  resource  (http://uww.gospel  rock.com);  the 
Catacomb  Project,  a  resource  to  be  used  during  a  nationwide  youth  lock-in 
at  the  end  of  1999  (http://www.catacombproject.com);  and  FaithParent,  a 
parenting  resource  (http://www.faithparent.com). — Netoscope 
Archives  and  History  can  provide  genealogical  information 

So  your  great  grandfather  was  a  Methodist  minister  and  you  want  to 
know  more  about  him?  For  $25,  the  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  will  retrieve  genealogical  information  on  any  ordained  minister  in 
the  UMC  or  predecessor  denominations.  Visit  http://www.gcah.org/  minis- 
ter.htm  for  details.  The  agency  does  not  have  information  about  laymem- 
bers. — Netoscope 

DALLAS  (SMU) — Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  is  accepting  nominations  for  its  annual  Distinguished  Alumni 
Award,  which  recognizes  exemplary  individuals  who  have  contributed  to  the 
betterment  of  the  church,  community  and  the  theology  school.  The  deadline 
for  submitting  nominations  is  Sept  24.  The  award,  given  to  alumni  of 
graduate  and  Course  of  Study  programs,  will  be  presented  Feb.  8,  2000,  during 
Ministers’  Week.  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  of  the  Louisiana  area  is  a  former  recipi- 
(214)  768-7650  or  e-mail:  newsinfo@smu.edu  for  details. 


God's  Really  Awsome  Camping  Experience 

Inaugural  GRACE  Camp  a  success 


by  Rev.  John  Johns 
Restorative  Justice  Ministry 

The  first  session  of  the  GRACE  Camp 
(God’s  Really  Awesome  Camping 
Experience),  a  special  program  for  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  grades  who 
have  a  parent  in  prison  in  La.,  was  held  at 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  August  2-6. 
Twenty-nine  children  from  Lake  Charles, 
New  Orleans  and  Galvez  were  exposed  to 
the  love  of  God  in  an  accepting  commu¬ 
nity.  Eleven  counselors  surrounded  them 
with  unconditional  love. 

One  of  the  indicators  of  the  success  of 
an  experience  like  this  is  the  campers  who 
return.  All  of  this  year's  campers  have 
asked  to  come  back  next  year. 

All  of  this  was  made  possible  because 
of  the  generosity  of  United  Methodists,  the 
Peace  with  Justice  Offering,  prison  chap¬ 
lains,  and  prisoners  from  all  over  the  state; 
volunteers  under  the  leadership  of  Lorris 
and  Becky  Wimberly;  transportation  fur¬ 
nished  by  church  vans  from  Munholland 


and  Henning  Memorial  UMCs  and  drivers 
Henry  Belsha,  Larry  Robertson  and  Sonny 
Johns. 

Next  year  we  look  to  the  possibility  of 
having  GRACE  Camp  at  two  sites, 
Uskichitto  and  Istrouma.  We  hope  to  serve 
48  children  at  each  location. 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  the  program, 
$200  scholarships — offered  for  each 
child — were  collected  by  local  churches, 
Sunday  school  classes  and  individuals.  We 
will  need  to  more  than  double  that  effort 
this  year 

If  you  want  more  information  or  would 
like  to  help  with  this  project,  call  Rev. 
Lorris  Wimberly  at  (225)  642-3338.  To 
make  a  donation,  make  checks  out  to 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  mark  as 
Advance  #440 2 Y.  Send  them  to  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

We  have  blessed  some  of  the  neediest 
victims  of  crime,  thanks  to  the  love  and 
generosity  of  Louisiana  United  Methodists. 


An  invitation  to  all  Partner  Congregations,  especially  Black  Churches 
Come  celebrate  Uskichitto  30th  anniversary 


by  Rev.  Ernest  E.  Scott 
Newman  UMC 

Join  with  me  as  I  anticipate  the  glori¬ 
ous  time  that  we  will  share  at  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center  on  Oct.  16,  10  a.m.-3 

p.m.  celebrating  30  years  of  Christian 
camping. 

I  know  most  Black  clergy  and  laity 
have  had  camping  experiences  at  other 
Retreat  Centers  such  as  Camp  Istrouma 
and  Gulfside  Assembly  in  Miss. 

Guess  what?  We  want  you  to  share 


those  experiences  as  well.  Also,  this 
gives  you  another  opportunity  to  enjoy 
yet  another  great  conference  retreat  cen¬ 
ter. 

Don’t  miss  this  opportunity  for 
“Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for  the 
21st  Century.” 

Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  is  supported 
by  the  Acadiana,  Alexandria  and  Lake 
Charles  Districts. 

Adapted  from  The  R.O.A.D., 
Alexandria  District  newsletter 


Dr.  Will  M.  Finnin,  Jr.  (second  from  right),  chaplain  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas,  was  awarded  the  Chaplain  of  the  Year  Award  by  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  for  Christian  Higher  Education. 

Dr.  Finnin,  a  native  of  Louisiana,  has  been  on  staff  at  SMU  for  20  years. 

Present  for  the  ceremony  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  Patrick  (left  to  right)  of 
Baton  Rouge,  long-time  friends  of  Dr.  Finnin,  and  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth  of  Bunkie,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  foe  Foundation  for  Christian  Higher  Education. 
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Important  Notice 

Tbe  1 999  Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  approved  an  annual  open  enrollment  period  beginning  October  1 ,  1 999,  for  the  health  benefit  program.  This  means 
that  any  clergy  or  full-time  lay  employee  of  the  Church  who  is  not  presently  in  the  health  benefit  program  may  elect  coverage  or  change  coverage  under  the  plan  for  themselves 
and  their  eligible  dependents). 

The  open  enrollment  period  shall  be  during  the  month  of  October  to  be  effective  January  1 ,  subject  to  an  1 8-month  pre-existing  condition  limitation.  For  information  and  an 
enrollment  packet,  call  Sherri  LeBlanc,  Assistant  Insurance  Officer  at  (225)  346-1646,  ext.  202. 

LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK  Fire,  from  front  page 


A  look  at  upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisana  United  Methodists 

Bethany  UMC  celebrates  centennial 

Bethany  UMC,  Highway  79,  Bethany,  Tex.,  will  hold  its  Centennial  Celebration, 
Sat.  Sept.  25  beginning  at  2  p.m. 

The  program  will  include  the  history  of  the  congregation,  music,  refreshments 
and  lots  of  visiting  and  story  telling.  Current  and  former  members,  families  and  pas¬ 
tors  are  invited  to  join  the  congregation  for  this  momentous  occasion.  For  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Carolyn  Morris  at  (903)  766-3464  or  Pastor  Walter  Parr  at  (903)  938-5225. 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  auxiliary  hosts  Fashion  Show 
The  Methodist  Hospital  Auxiliary  of  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  in 
New  Orleans  will  present  its  annual  Fashion  Show  and  Luncheon,  Monday,  Nov.  1 
in  the  Imperial  Ballroom  of  the  Fairmont  Hotel  in  downtown  New  Orleans.  Mark 
your  calendar  now  and  watch  for  your  invitation  coming  soon.  All  proceeds  benefit 
the  hospital. 

For  more  information,  call  (504)  244-5200. 


In  Memoriam 

Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Rev.  Willis  Dear,  senior  associate,  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  Mr.  Millard  R.  Dear,  July  23-  His  memorial  service  was  held  July  26  at 
Morningside  UMC  in  Shreveport. 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Deich,  wife  of  Rev.  Bob  Deich,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Ponchatoula, 
on  the  death  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Fritzi  Clark,  July  28.  Her  funeral  was  held  Aug.  2 
in  Natchez,  Miss. 

Mrs.  Mary'  Branch,  surviving  spouse  (Baton  Rouge  District),  on  the  death  of  her 
sister,  Mrs.  Luerader  Hampton,  Aug.  14.  Her  funeral  was  held  in  Clinton  Aug.  19- 

Mrs.  Jerome  Cain,  wife  of  Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  retired  (Baton  Rouge  District),  on 
the  death  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Lou  Ellen  Ingallis.  Her  funeral  was  held  Aug.  30  at 
Jefferson  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Mrs.  Sheila  Ledig,  wife  of  Rev.  Ray  Leidig,  pastor,  Squyres  UMC,  on  the  death  of 
her  mother,  Mrs.  Nona  Gambrell  Aug.  25.  Her  funeral  was  held  Aug.  26  in  Tupelo, 
Miss. 

Rev.  Ed  Dilworth,  pastor,  Palestine  UMC,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  Dr.  E.  Earle 
Dilworth,  Sept.  1.  His  memorial  service  was  held  Sept.  4  at  First  UMC,  Shreveport. 

Rev.  W.  Jack  Maxey,  pastor,  Arizona  UMC,  and  his  wife  Shirley  on  the  death  of 
their  one-year-old  grandson,  Cage  Lilley,  Sept.  5-  His  graveside  service  was  held 
Sept.  9  in  Sibley. 


Chapels,  from  front  page. 

English;  Chaplain  Tom  Fewell;  Chaplain 
Bertrand  Griffin,  retired;  Arne  Hook;  Jerry 
L.  Householder,  Ph.D.;  Donovan  Hudson; 
Warden  Baron  Kaylo;  The  Rev.  C.  Dana 
Krutz;  Warden  C.  M.  Lensing;  Vernon 
Middleton;  Chaplain  Roger  Mitchell;  Joyce 
Plummer;  and  Warden  Kelly  Ward. 

The  Louisiana  Department  of 


Corrections,  including  wardens  and 
prison  chaplains,  is  working  with  the 
board. 

For  more  information,  write  to  The 
Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation, 
8550  United  Plaza  Boulevard,  Suite  1001, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70809  or  telephone 
(225)  931-3664. 


m 


CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  CALENDAR 

Sept 


19-24  VIM,  Juarez,  Mexico 
21-23  Campus  Ministries  Budget 

Hearings,  Conference 

Center 

24-25  Conference  UMW  Annual  Meeting, 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 
25  Fall  Convocation,  Conference 
Center 

26-29  Women’s  Silent  Retreat, 


ember 

Conference  Center 
26-OcL  2  VIM,  Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville,  Ark. 

28-29  Faith-based  Workforce 

Developmental  Conference,  First 
UMC,  Alexandria 

30Oct  3  VIM  (Medical),  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico 


These  were  no  injuries  reported. 

The  fire  chief  said  the  church  facilities 
included  the  Sunday  school  classrooms, 
dining  area  and  church  sanctuary — all 
destroyed. 

Bernice  Mayor  Minor  S.  Patton  Jr.,  who 
has  been  a  member  of  the  chusch  for  about 
50  years,  said  the  church  was  empty  when 
the  lightning  struck,  which  he  said 
occurred  about  8  p.m.  It  is  the  sole 
Methodist  church  in  town. 

Patton  said  he  talked  with  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Billy  Minyard  on  Sunday  night  and  was 


told  that  the  church  would  try  to  find  a  tem¬ 
porary  meeting  site  for  Wednesday  night 
and  Sunday  services.  There  were  two  or 
three  possibilities,  he  said. 

Patton  said  some  items  in  the  church 
might  have  been  salvaged,  but  he  was  not 
sure  what  they  were.  “You  can  replace  a 
building,  but  the  sentimental  value  of  what 
was  lost  you  can’t  replace,”  he  said. 

From  the  Ruston  Daily  Reader. 
Donations  to  help  Bernice  UMC  recover 
can  be  sent  to  the  Ruston  District  Office, 
901  S.  Vienna,  Ruston,  LA  71270. 


LAST  CALL!  Got  a  way  with  words? 

Send  your  suggestions  for  a  new  name  for  the  conference  newspaper  to: 
Communications  Task  Force,  c/o  Editor,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  IA 
70802  E-mail:  editor@premier.net. 

Entries  must  be  received  by  Oct.  1. 


In  July,  74  senior-high  youth  and  adults  from  St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore 
UMC  in  Mandeville  traveled  to  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.,  for  a  week  of  home  repair  mis¬ 
sion  work  in  the  area  with  REACH  work  camps.  They  made  many  new  friends 
and  had  a  rewarding  week  of  work  and  worship  followed  by  a  fun  white  water 
rafting  journey  on  the  Ocoee  River  in  Tenn. 
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Celebrate  Laity  Sunday 
'What  about  the  poor?'  to  be  focus 


by  Dr.  Anita  Crump 
Conference  Lay  Leader 

All  Louisiana  Conference  lay 
leaders  are  encouraged  to 
observe  Laity  Sunday  in  their 
local  churches  on  Sunday,  Oct. 

17.  This  year’s  Laity  Observance 
will  focus  on  the  poor. 

Our  Conference  Board  of 
Laity  and  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Task  Force  on  the 
Bishops’  Initiative  for  Children 
and  Poverty  received  the 
approval  at  our  Annual 
Conference  to  address  the 
needs  of  the  poor,  using  as  the 
theme,  “What  About  the  Poor?”  Crump 

Clergy  and  laity  should  work  together  to  secure  individu¬ 
als  who  will  be  able  to  focus  upon  our  Annual  Conference’s 
Laity  theme. 

This  is  a  most  fitting  topic,  especially  for  our  faith-based 
communities  of  Louisiana,  because  the  South  is  home  to  more 
poor  people  than  any  other  area  of  the  United  States.  Three- 
quarters  of  the  poor  are  children. 

Many  communities  in  Louisiana  have  families  that  have 
been  on  welfare  for  three  generations;  they  know  no  other 
life. 

According  to  the  Annie  E.  Casey  Foundation  report, 
Louisiana  ranked  49th  in  the  percent  of  low  birth-weight 
babies;  49th  in  infant  mortality,  50th  in  the  percent  of  children 
living  in  poverty  and  50th  in  the  percent  of  families  headed 
by  a  single  parent.  Children  are  the  chief  sufferers  and  carri¬ 
ers  of  poverty  and  hopelessness,  yet  there  are  only  35  percent 
of  the  three-to  five-year-olds  enrolled  in  kindergarten. 

As  we  address  the  needs  of  the  poor,  it  is  imperative  that 
our  attention  will  result  in  improving  the  plight  of  the  poor  by 
making  life  easier  for  the  children.  According  to  Senator  Bill 
Bradley,  reducing  the  number  of  children  in  poverty  should 
be  the  North  Star  of  our  society. 

Poverty  is  emerging  as  a  key  issue  in  the  election  of  “2000.” 
There  is  a  three-way  debate  developing  in  the  United  States. 
The  most  intractable  social  problem  is  the  persistence  of 
poverty  in  a  period  of  prosperity. 

Can’t  you  see  why  it  is  so  imperative  for  us,  as  United 
Methodists  of  Louisiana,  to  become  more  involved  in  eradi¬ 
cating  poverty?  Let’s  get  truly  serious  about  this  problem  of 
poverty.  Remember,  as  Christians  with  so  much,  much  more 
is  required  of  us.  Will  we  be  able  to  truly  answer  our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  affirmatively  because  we  fed  the  hun¬ 
gry  and  we  clothed  the  naked? 


District  Missioners  caravan  to  all  nine  La.  districts 
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Have  you  heard  your  confer¬ 
ence  voices  today? 

If  not,  order  your  copy  of 
“Hear  Our  Prayer,”  a  great  col¬ 
lection  of  gospel  favorites 
recorded  with  over  300  laity  and 
clergy.  Cds  are  $15,  tapes, $10; 
add  $2  per  order  for  shipping. 
Make  checks  out  to  Grace 
Community  Church  and  mail  to 
Grace  Community  Church,  9400 
Ellerbe  Road,  Shreveport,  LA  71 106 


Car-a-varv  a  company  of  travelers  on  a 
journey 

Mission :  a  ministry  commissioned  by  a 
religious  organization  to  propagate  its 
faith  and/or  carry  on  humanitarian  work 
for  the  needy 

How  do  those  persons  known  to  us  as 
District  Missioners  know  about  so  many 
opportunities  in  mission  and  so  many  models 
for  ministry?  They  learn  through  events  like  the 
Mission  Caravan. 

The  district  missioners  witnessed  ministry  in 
many  forms  as  their  caravan  spanned  the  state, 
from  the  Outdoor  Wilderness  Learning  (OWL) 
Center,  Ruston,  to  the  Dulac  Community 
Center,  from  Coushatta  prison  ministry  to  St. 
Mark’s  Community  Center  ifP*New  Orleans.  In 
each  place,  the  missioners  heard  people’s  sto¬ 
ries  and  saw  how  the  church  responded  in 
unique  ways.  By  the  end  of  the  journey,  the 
missioners  had  seen  ways  in  which  God  is  at 
work  through  United  Methodist  ministries  in 
each  of  the  nine  districts  in  Louisiana. 


Top:  During  the  caravan,  District  Missioners  Jana  Smith,  Monroe,  (left); 
LaMarylis  Cotton,  Baton  Rouge  (second  from  left);  and  Kay  Irby,  con¬ 
ference  director  of  ministry  resources,  get  a  first-hand  look  at  the  sup¬ 
plies  stored  at  the  UMCOR  Depot  in  Baldwin. 

Above:  Sherri  Zehner  (North  Shore)  enjoys  playtime  with  a  couple  of 
two-year  olds  at  Peoples  Community  Center  in  New  Orleans. 

Left:  New  Orleans  District  Missioner  Barbara  Murray  investigates  a 
stack  of  old  lumber  at  St.  Mark’s  Treme  Tool  Library  Project  location 
in  New  Orleans.  The  lumber  will  be  used  by  participants  to  make  fur¬ 
niture  which  is  then  sold  to  support  the  project.  The  lumber  is 
aquired  at  no  cost  from  tom-down  structures. 
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Being  and  Doing 


Bishop  Solomon  lias  invited  members  of  the 
Mission  Cabinet  to  write  the  “Being  and  Doing* 
column  for  several  issues. 

Our  last  guest  columnist  is  Ray  Caraway, 
president,  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana. 


Planning  for  abundance 


A  hoarder  plans  for  scarcity  and  protecting  his  stuff.  A  good  steward  plans  for 
abundance  and  sharing  his  stuff.  A  wastrel  has  no  plan  at  all.” 

Hairy  W.  Camp 
United  Methodist  Layperson 


Harry  W.  Camp  is  a  wise  man.  He  knows 
that  our  Christian  stewardship  consists  of 
much  more  than  the  amount  of  our  church 
pledge. 

“Stewardship”  is  a  complex  notion  that 
strikes  at  the  heart  of  who  we  are,  how  we 
approach  life  and  how  we  understand  our 
faith.  Even  the  business  community  has 
become  interested  in  stewardship.  In  recent 
years,  corporate  consultant  types  who  write 
best-selling  books  on  management  and 
leadership  have  borrowed  the  term  to 
express  complicated  ideas  about  “servant 
leadership”  in  the  work  place  and  the 
“empowerment”  of  workers.  These  folks 
are  talking  about  stewardship  more  than 
most  preachers!. 

The  degree  to  which  we  plan-or  fail  to 
plan-and  the  attitudes  and  motivations  that 
characterize  our  financial  planning,  speaks 
volumes  about  our  understanding  of 
Christian  stewardship. 

Matel  Dawson,  a  forklift  driver  from 
Dearborn,  Michigan,  is  a  wonderful  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  power  of  planning.  A  Shreveport 
native,  he  recently 
donated  $200,000  to 
the  Shreveport  cam¬ 
pus  of  Louisiana  State 
University.  The  total 
amount  of  his  gifts  to 
higher  education  now  exceeds  $1  million. 
And  at  78,  he  is  still  working,,  still  saving 
and  still  giving!  According  to  an  article  in 
Time  magazine,  Mr.  Dawson’s  advice  is  to 
“work  hard,  spend  sparingly  and  invest  in 
solid  stocks.”  John  Wesley  gave  us  similar 
advice:  “Make  all  you  can,  save  all  you  can 
and  give  all  you  can.” 

Jesse  Stafford  of  Ponchatoula,  La.,  was  a 
man  who  had  a  lot  in  common  with  Matel 
Dawson.  Mr.  Stafford  lived  modestly, 
worked  hard  and  left  a  legacy  to  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  that  is  changing  lives. 
This  year,  inner  city  youth  will  receive  com¬ 
puter  training,  a  vibrant  Wesley  Foundation 
at  Louisiana  Tech  will  expand  its  ministry  to 
young  people,  and  our  United  Methodist 
children’s  homes  in  Ruston  and  New 
Orleans  will  be  able  to  provide  help  to 
more  kids.  All  of  this  is  happening  because 
Jesse  Stafford  knew  something  about  mak¬ 
ing  plans  for  the  future.  And,  Mr.  Stafford  s 
legacy  will  continue  to  change  lives  next 


year  and  the  year  after  and  long  after  all  of 
us  are  gone. 

The  Jesse  Staffords  and  Matel  Dawsons 
of  the  world  help  to  raise  the  bar  for  the  rest 
of  us  as  we  examine  our  own  stewardship. 

I  cringe  when  I  think  back  on  the  way  I 
managed  money  when  I  was  in  my  tw  en¬ 
ties.  I  drove  a  better  car  in  those  days  than 
I  do  now.  Notice  I  said,  “drove,”  not 
“owned.”  My  present  car  is  six  years  old, 
but,  like  the  bumper  sticker  says,  “it’s  paid 
for.”  Then  there  was  the  stock  my  father 
advised  me  to  buy.  A  company  I’d  never 
heard  of  called  Microsoft.  I  actually  had  the 
good  judgement  to  buy  a  few  thousand 
dollars  worth  in  the  late  1980’s.  If  only  I’d 
had  the  wisdom  to  hold  on  to  it  for  more 
than  a  couple  of  years!  I  don’t  even  remem¬ 
ber  what  I  bought  with  the  proceeds,  but 
whatever  it  was,  it  isn’t  worth  much  now. 

Now,  I’m  certainly  not  suggesting  that 
we  all  have  to  drive  old  cars  and  hoard  all 
our  money.  But,  I  have  learned  that  mak¬ 
ing  careful  plans,  living  well  within  our 
means  and  making  a  few  sacrifices  brings 
less  stress  and  more 
joy  into  our  lives. 

The  wisdom  of 
planning  is  a  principle 
that  holds  true  for 
churches  as  well  as 
individuals.  Having  the  discipline  to  sow 
seeds  today  and  the  maturity  to  wait 
patiently  for  the  harvest  is  more  than  just 
wise — it  is  a  statement  of  faith,  a  reflection 
of  thankfulness  and  a  sign  of  vision. 

Over  the  last  five  years  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  working  with  many  people 
who,  like  Jesse  Stafford  and  Matel  Dawson, 
exemplify  what  it  means  to  plan  for  abun¬ 
dance.  On  the  other  hand,  one  of  the  great¬ 
est  challenges  of  my  work  is  to  confront 
those  who  insist  that  planning  for  the  future 
is  not  plausible.  “How  can  we  plan  for  the 
future,”  they  say,  “when  our  church  is  strug¬ 
gling  to  make  ends  meet  today?”  Or,  “I 
don’t  have  any  money,  so  I  don’t  need  to 
attend  a  financial  planning  seminar.” 

For  individuals  as  well  as  churches,  a 
lack  of  resources  is  rarely  the  problem.  The 
virtues  of  patience,  resourcefulness,  thank¬ 
fulness  and  creativity,  along  with  a  clear 
mission-driven  purpose,  will  always  lead  to 
abundance.  You  can  plan  on  it. 


'Stewardship  is  a  complex 
notion  that  strikes  at  the 
heart  of  who  we  are 


Samaritan  Award  Banquet  to  honor  Porters 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  at  the  Shreveport 
Samaritan  Counseling  Center’s  1999 
Samaritan  Award  Banquet  Oct.  26  which 
will  honor  Jane  and  John  Porter. 

The  Porters  are  members  of 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport.  John  is 
past  chair  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana. 

The  Samaritan  Award  is  annually  pre¬ 
sented  to  an  individual  who  has  made 
significant  contributions  to  human  health 
and  growth,  demonstrated  religious  sen¬ 
sibility  in  his  or  her  work,  and  personal¬ 
ly  exemplified  the  ideals  of  the  Samaritan 
ministry.  Co-recipients  Jane  and  John 
Porter  both  embody  the  spirit  of  the 
honor  in  countless  ways,  say  Center  offi¬ 
cials.  Their  contributions  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  have  enriched  the  lives  of  many  and 
given  hope  and  encouragement  to  those 
whom  are  often  forgotten.  The  Porters 


are  being  honored  for  their  character, 
commitment  and  dedication  to  helping 
others  in  the  community. 

The  Samaritan  Counseling  Center  is 
part  of  an  international  network  of  coun¬ 
seling  centers  located  in  34  states  and  300 
cities  in  the  United  States  and  Japan.  It 
provides  positive  approaches  to  helping 
people  solve  stress-related  problems 
including  depression,  grief,  anxiety  and 
substance  abuse. 

The  Shreveport  Christian-based  center, 
which  is  supported  by  many  churches  in 
the  area  and  offers  professional  counsel¬ 
ing  on  a  sliding-scale  fee  basis,  provides 
help,  health  and  hope  to  individuals  and 
families  in  need. 

The  dinner  program  will  begin  at  6:30 
p.m.  at  the  Sheraton  Shreveport  Hotel. 
Reservations  should  be  made  by  Oct.  16. 

For  reservation  information,  contact 
Bebe  Baynham  at  (318)  868-7884. 


Over  100  people  attended  DISCIPLE  Bible  Training  held  at  the  Radison  Hotel 
in  Baton  Rouge  in  August.  One-half  of  the  attendees  were  from  La.;  the  rest 
were  from  nine  other  states  and  Beliz. 


State  religious  leaders 
death  penalty 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  (LIC) 
met  at  the  Lafayette  Hilton  &  Towers, 
Sept.  13-14  and  reaffirmed  its  opposition 
to  the  death  penalty. 

The  Board  convened  Monday 
afternoon  with  a  business  ses¬ 
sion,  followed  by  presenta-  V 
tions  on  “The  Church  and 
End-of-Life  Issues,”  which  - 
focused  on  the  death  penal- 
ty.  Both  the  Very  Rev.  John 
Carville,  vicar  general  of  the  A 
Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of 
Baton  Rouge,  and  Dr.  David  Otto, 
associate  professor  of  religion  at 
Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  in 
Shreveport  addressed  the  issue. 

At  the  Tuesday  morning  business  ses¬ 
sion,  the  Board  approved  a  resolution 
opposing  capital  punishment.  Dr.  Otto 
then  spoke  to  the  group  on  ways  to  edu- 


reaffirm  opposition  to 


cate  congregations  and  local  church 
leaders  concerning  the  church’s  teaching 
against  the  death  penalty. 

In  other  business,  board  members 
heard  of  plans  under  way  to  build 
H lttf.  Chapels  at  Louisiana’s 
//  Correctional  Centers  and 
were  asked  to  pledge  sup- 
'C  Port  to  project.  (See 
^  LUM  Review,  Sept.  17, 
“Building  chapels,  chang- 
ing  lives.”) 

r^,-  The  Louisiana 

—-'"’♦O'  Interchurch  Conference,  a 
statewide  ecumenical  organiza¬ 
tion,  was  formed  in  1970.  Louisiana 
Conference  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  is  pres¬ 
ident-elect. 

Further  information  may  be  obtained 
by  contacting  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  by  telephone  at  (225)  924- 
0213  or  by  fax  at  (225)  927-7860. 
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Conference  UMW  gather  for  last  time  in  20th  century 


by  Bobbie  Armstrong 
Editor  __ 

BATON  ROUGE — Over  300  women 
from  around  the  state  gathered  for  the 
26th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  United  Methodist  Women 
Friday  and  Saturday,  Sept.  24-25.  This 
historic  last  annual  meeting  of  the  20th 
century  was  held  at  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge. 


Shingler 


Sara  Starnes  Shingler,  president  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  was  the  keynote 
speaker  at  the  Friday  evening  and 
Saturday  morning  sessions.  Shingler  is  a 
native  of  Rock  Hill,  South  Carolina,  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  South 
Carolina,  receiving  a  bachelor’s  degree, 
in  nursing.  She  became  a  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  two  weeks  after 
becoming  the  bride  of  Jack  Shingler,  the 
son  of  a  Methodist  preacher. 

The  meeting  theme:  “Mission  2000: 
Feed  My  Sheep”  served  “to  remind  the 
group  to  prepare  to  accept  new 
challenges  and  a  new  vision  of  work  for 
a  new  millennium  of  labor  for  God,”  said 


Rita  Parham,  communications 
coordinator  for  the  group. 

In  her  address  Friday  evening, 
Shingler  said  “UMW  must  continually 
reinvent  itself’  in  order  to  be  a  vital, 
effective  organization.  She  compared 
the  need  for  renewal  to  her  mother’s 
garden  which  continually  needed 
weeding,  reworking  and  replanting. 

In  addition  to  challenges  to  use  the 
latest  technology  in  communications  and 
to  work  for  social  and  racial  justice, 
Shingler  urged  the  gathering  to  “hear  the 
voice  of  God  in  the  uniqueness  of  every 
person.” 

Conference  President  Elouise  Sanders 
presided  over  the  meeting.  Members  and 
guests  were  welcomed  by  Rev. 
Christopher  H.  Andrews,  senior  pastor  of 
First  UMC;  Betty  Pope,  president,  Baton 
Rouge  District  UMW  and  Annual  Meeting 
chair;  and  Alice  Stevens,  host  church 
UMW  president.  Pope  and  Rita  M. 
Parham,  were  annual  meeting  co-chairs 
of  the  meeting  program  for  this  annual 
celebration. 

The  main  focus  of  this  yearly 
gathering  always  is  to  welcome  new 
members,  especially  teen  and  college 
women,  to  honor  newly-retired  women, 
and  to  celebrate  the  continued  growth 
and  work  of  the  present  membership. 

At  the  close  of  the  Friday  afternoon 
session  Bishop  Dan  and  Mrs.  Joy 
Solomon  Posted  a  tour  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  office  located  a  few  blocks 
from  First  UMC. 

Dr.  Leslie  P.  Norris,  Baton  Rouge 
District  superintendent,  joined  in  serving 
Holy  Communion  at  the  close  of  the 
event. 

Other  annual  meeting  highlights 
included  the  election  of  new  leadership 
and  the  burning  of  the  mission  candle,  a 
tradition  for  Louisiana  Conference  UMW. 
The  candle  is  burned  to  honor  past, 
present  and  future  UMW.  members, 
mission  workers,  family  and  friends  of 
LInited  Methodist  Women  and  to  increase 
the  group’s  gifts  to  mission. 


UMW  members  celebrated  Holy  Communion  at  the  close  of  their  Annual 
Meeting  at  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 


Left: 

At  the  close  of  the  Friday 
afternoon  session  Bishop  Dan 
and  Mrs.  Joy  Solomon  hosted 
a  tour  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  office  located  a 
few  blocks  from  First  UMC. 
Joy  Solomon  (r)  and  one  of 
her  guests  stop  their 
discussion  for  a  quick  photo. 

Below: 

Over  300  women  from  around 
the  state  gathered  at  First 
UMC  Baton  Rouge  to  hear  the 
UMW  challenge  for  the  21st 
century. 


Photos  this  page  by  Bobbie 
Armstrong  and  Joshua  Lewis. 


Mark  your  calendar! 

United  Methodist  Women 
South  Central  Jurisdictional 

Quadrennial  Meeting 
March  17-19,  2000 
Tulsa,  Okla. 

Check  http:/ / gbgm-umc.org/Womens  Division  for  details. 
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District  Superintendent 

Dr.  Grayson  Watson 

Serenity  Seekers 
invite  attendance 

Serenity  Seekers  is  a  gathering  of 
women  and  men  sharing  a  pathway 
toward  peace  in  their  lives.  The  group  is 
composed  mainly  of  people  seeking  relief 
from  any  “dis-ease,”  illness,  unhappiness, 
lack  of  wholeness,  tragedy,  sin  and 
addiction  in  their  personal  or  family  life- 
history. 

Although  a  good  number  of 
participants  are  still  involved  in  a  12-Step 
program,  meetings  are  open  to  anyone 
hoping  to  gain  more  serenity.  Many 
persons  especially  enjoy  this  spiritual 
opportunity  because  it  adds  to  what  is 
already  working  for  them  and  most  find 
happiness  and  rejoice  in  acknowledging 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  “Higher  Power.” 

The  group’s  mission  is  to  assist  those 
searching  for  personal  solitude  and  peace 
by  combining  both  scripture  and  literature 
from  various  12-step  programs. 

Serenity  Seekers  meets  in  a  coffee¬ 
house  environment  every  Friday  at  First 
UMC,  Denham  Springs.  Contemporary 
worship  at  7  p.m.  is  followed  by  food  and 
fellowship  at  8  p.m.  and  discussion  groups 
at  8:30  p.m.  To  leam  more,  call  the  church 
at  (225)  665-8995. 

Come  experience  a  relaxing  evening 
of  great  music  and  fellowship. 

Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

District  Office 
124  Lisa  Lane 
Mandeville,  LA  70448 
(504)  626-091 8 


St.  Timothy  UMC  creates  memorial  garden 


By  Rev.  Frances  Hooton 
Associate  Minister 

Jesus  told  the  disciples,  “I 
am  the  resurrection  and  the 
life.  Those  who  believe  in 
me,  even  though  they  die, 
yet  shall  they  live,  and 
whoever  lives  and  believes 
in  me  shall  never  die.” 

St.  Timothy  UMC  in 
Mandeville  is  still  a  young 
church.  Only  24  years-old, 
with  a  weekly  worship 
attendance  of  over  1000, 
most  of  our  charter  members 
are  still  living.  But  with  the 
rising  cost  of  funerals  and 
burials,  many  of  our  older 
members  began  to  wonder 
how  they  could  reduce  these 
costs  and  still  have 
beautiful,  sacred 
place. 

With  the  rising  expense  of  land  and  government  regulations, 
building  a  church  cemetery  was  out  of  the  question.  Then  in  the 
summer  of  1995  a  core  group  approached  our  senior  pastor,  Rev. 
James  Mitchell,  about  the  possibility  of  building  a  memorial  garden 
at  St.  Timothy.  The  garden  would  be  a  place  for  prayer,  for 
remembering,  and  for  the  internment  of  ashes  following 
cremation. 

In  United  Methodist  fashion  we  established  a  committee,  held 
a  Charge  Conference,  went  to  the  District  Board  of  Church 
Location  and  Building,  hired  an  architect,  held  a  pledge  drive,  had 
another  Charge  Conference  and  hired  a  contractor.  After  a  three 
and  a  half  year  process,  our  memorial  garden  was  opened  in 
March  of  this  year  and  consecrated  in  May. 

The  primary  use  of  the  garden  is  for  members  of  St.  Timothy 


and  their  close 
relatives.  The  garden  is 
surrounded  by  beautiful 
brick  and  wrought  iron 
walls  which  indicate 
that  this  is  a  sacred 
place'  to  honor  the 
memory  of  the 
Communion  of  Saints. 
In  addition  to  spreading 
ashes,  people  can  place 
memorial  plaques  on 
the  wall  of  the  garden. 
We  cannot  bury  an  urn 
of  ashes  due  to 
government 
regulations.  Beautiful 
landscaping  specifically 
chosen  for  this  kind  of 
garden  is  enhanced  by 


flames”  and  a  hand-crafted  cross. 

While  St.  Timothy’s  primary  mission  is  to  build  up  the  Body  of 
Christ  by  making  disciples,  it  is  comforting  to  know  that  we 
remember  those  who  have  gone  before  us-and  their  faithfulness 
to  spread  the  Gospel  so  that  we  can  have  this  church  home  today. 
We  are  connected  to  the  past,  present  and  future  when  we  go  to 
the  memorial  garden,  remembering  that  God  not  only  gives  us 
abundant  life  today  but  eternal  life  for  all  time. 

The  memorial  garden  is  also  used  for  our  Easter  Sunrise 
Service,  and  for  weddings  and  baptisms.  It  is  a  place  for  prayer  and 
reflection.  A  place  to  grieve.  A  place  to  remember.  A  place  to  grow 
and  hope. 

If  youf  church  is  interested  in  learning  more  about  building  a 
memorial  garden,  please  contact  us  at  (504)  626-3307. 


a  St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC  in  Mandeville  recently  completed  two  flowing  fountains, 
resting  construction  on  a  memorial  garden  where  members  can  place  plaques  in  honor  three  wrought  iron 
of  loved-ones.  The  garden  also  serves  as  a  place  for  prayer  and  reflection.  benches,  two  “eternal 


UMW  hold  study 

By  Jane  Eubanks 

The  North  Shore  District  United 
Methodist  Women  held  their  Mini-School 
of  Christian  Mission  Aug.  28,  at  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  UMC,  Bogalusa. 

A  record  number  attended:  96  adults 
and  23  children  and  youth. 

Participation  by  children  and  youth 
was  an  added  feature  this  year,  including 
studies  and  mission  projects  for  children 
<ages  7  through  12)  and  youth  (ages  13 
through  17). 

Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland  of  Baton 
Rouge  taught  “Humanity  Comes  of  Age”; 
Alice  Irving  led  the  “Mission  in  the  21st 
Century”;  Rev.  Donald  Cottrill,  pastor  of 
Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell,  led  “The  Bible: 
Interpretation  and  Authority”;  Jackie 
Campbell  taught  the  children  “We  Are  the 
Church”;  and  Suzanne  Harris 
led  the  youth  for  the  study 
called  “Mission  in  the  21st 
Century.”  The  mission  project 
for  youth  was  the  making  of 
gift  bags  and  baking  cookies, 
then  delivering  them  to 
shut-ins. 

Youth  at  the  UMW  Mini-Study 
create  gift  bags  to  be  delivered 
to  shut-ins. 


North  Cross  sets  compass  for  future 


Editor’s  Note:  Flint  Shea,  formerly  an 
associate  pastor  at  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
was  recently  appointed  to  found  a  church 
in  the  North  Shore  District. 

By  Flint  Shea 

Pastor,  North  Cross  UMC 

Every  United  Methodist  church  was 
once  a  brand  new  congregation.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  those  early  days  saw  the  need  for  a 
church  to  be  planted,  one  that  would  reach 
out  to  and  be  in  ministry  with  the  people 
in  the  area. 

I  grew  up  in  one  of  those  churches. 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  was 
formed  because  somebody  saw  the  need, 
gathered  some  people  together,  and  held  a 
first  worship  service. 

That  church,  which  met  in  a  tent  at  first, 


is  just  over  40  years-old  and  has  grown  to 
be  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  dynamic 
congregations  in  all  of  United  Methodism. 

The  people  at  Broadmoor  didn’t  know 
what  it  would  become,  how  it  would  look 
or  even  who  would  show  up.  They  didn’t 
know  exactly  what  the  future  held.  The 
people  of  Israel  didn’t  know  either,  but 
Moses  heard  God  clearly,  “Tell  the 
Israelites  to  go  forward.”  And  they  did.  Like 
the  Israelites,  the  people  of  Broadmoor  set 
out  into  the  unknown. 

Just  north  of  Lake  Pontchartrain,  in 
Madisonville,  new  neighborhoods  are 
being  built,  families  are  moving  in,  and  a 
new  congregation,  North  Cross  UMC,  is 
being  formed.  We’re  not  certain  what  it  will 
become,  how  it  will  look,  or  even  who  will 
show  up  on  that  first  Sunday  in  December. 
We’re  not  real  sure  what  the  future  holds, 
but  my  Sunday  School  teachers  at  Broad¬ 
moor  taught  me  to  “walk  by  faith,  and  not 
by  sight.” 

So  we’re  setting  out  into  the  unknown. 
And  we’re  taking  with  us  the  story  of  the 
Israelites.  Though  they  were  indeed  in  the 
wilderness  “the  Lord  went  in  front  of 
them. ..to  lead  along  the  way.”  We  have 
established  a  temporary  office  at  Turtle 
Creek  Plaza,  5200  Highway  22,  Suite  2, 
Mandeville,  Louisiana  70471. 
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'Please  help  us  keep  smiling  faces  on  our  children...' 
Peoples  Community  Center  —  New  Orleans,  LA 


he  question  is  always 
asked,  "Where  can  I  leave  my 
children  while  I  look  for  work, 
continue  my  education  or  report 
to  my  job?  Will  my  child  receive 
quality  care  in  a  wholesome  envi¬ 
ronment  so  I  don't  have  to  worry 
about  him  or  her?  What  about 
Early  Childhood  Education  pro¬ 
grams;  is  this  offered  in  addition 
to  ctyld  care?" 

These  and  many  more  ques¬ 
tions  are  asked  almost  daily.  And 
the  answer  to  all  of  them  is  that 
Peoples  Community  Center  pro¬ 
vides  the  best  quality  care  at  an 
affordable  cost  by  a  well-trained 
staff  and  an  efficiently  adminis¬ 
tered  operation.  For  78  years,  this 
Louisiana  '  Conference-related 
institution  has  served  the  various 
needs  of  the  New  Orleans  metro¬ 
politan  community  and  has  main¬ 
tained  its  outstanding  reputation 
through  the  years. 

Located  in  the  same  location  in 
Central  City  since  1921,  Peoples 
has  always  addressed  the  needs  of 
the  working  poor,  the  under  edu¬ 
cated  and  unemployed,  and  the 
recipients  of  government  funded 
programs  (most  recently,  the 
Federal  Government's  Welfare  to 
Work  programs)  who  have  had  no 
where  else  to  go  for  assistance. 

Peoples'  specialty  is  making  a 
difference  in  the  lives  of  young 
children,  in  preparing  them  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  Beginning 
with  childcare  to  pre-kinder¬ 
garten,  we  provide  a  safe  learning 
environment  of  academics  and 
enrichment  practices,  including 
summer  camp  and  after-school 
care  for  ages  5-12.  Peoples  has 
long  seen  the  need  for  outreach  to 
youth  ages  13-17  as  well  and  has 
begun  to  address  this  vital  need. 


A  parent  once  told  the  director, 
"although  I  am  poor  and  my  chil¬ 
dren  often  suffer  from  the  lack  of 
the  bare  essentials,  I  am  forever 
grateful  to  Peoples  Center  for  the 
service  it  provides.  Not  only  am  I 
able  to  work  at  ease  on  my  job 
because  I  trust  Peoples,  I  know 
that  my  children  will  eat  nutri¬ 
tious  meals  that  I  cannot  always 
afford.  Unless  you  have  experi¬ 
enced  hunger  yourself,  no  one 
would  ever  know  what  it  is  like 
for  my  children  to  go  to  bed  at 
night  hungry.  Peoples  has  made  a 
difference  in  the  way  that  me  and 
my  family  live. 

There  are  many  persons  who 
may  have  never  known  what  life 
is  like  when  you  are  poor,  espe¬ 
cially  for  children  who  depend  on 
adults  to  supply  their  every  need. 
A  single  father  of  one  of  our  stu¬ 
dents  once  said,  "I  might  be  poor, 
but  I  am  not  hopeless.  I  still  have 
pride  and  my  faith  tells  me  that 
my  child  will  not  have  to  face 
what  I  am  facing  today.  Peoples 
Center  has  been  there  for  us." 

At  Peoples,  we  provide  the 
hope.-  We  instill  pride  in  our  chil¬ 
dren  and  we  offer  encouragement 
to  their  parents  and  guardians. 
Please  help  to  us  to  keep  smiling 
faces  on  our  children  and  a  posi¬ 
tive  outlook  for  their  parents. 
Your  contributions  to  Good 
Samaritan  Sunday  enable  Peoples 
Community  Center  to  keep  its 
doors  open  to  serve  a  public  in 
need. 

Located  at  2019  Simon  Bolivar 
Avenue,  Peoples  is  a  non-profit. 
Class  A-licensed  United  Way 
agency.  We  have  an  open-door  pol¬ 
icy;  all  are  welcome.  Call  us  at  (504) 
524-1041  or  fax  (504)  524-9495. 

Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell 
Executive  Director 


"I  am  not  hope- 
less...my  faith  tells 
me  my  child  will  not 
have  to  face  what  I 
am  facing  today." 

Photos  of  Peoples 
Community  Center  children 
by  Bobbie  Armstrong. 


'Peoples  specialty  is  making  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  young  children." 


It's  A  Couple  Thing;  The  DeCuirs  Exercise  Together 


"Especially  the 
good  Lord,"  says 
Lorraine  DeCuir  as 
she  recalls  contribut¬ 
ing  factors  to  the 
progress  her  hus¬ 
band,  Joe,  has  made 
since  his  mitral  valve 
replacement. 

"We  attribute  our 
good  health  today  to  God's  pres¬ 
ence  in  our  lives  and  His  answers 
to  our  prayers,"  explains  Joe,  a 
retired  pharmacist  and  veteran 
Cardiac  Rehabilitation  patient  at 
Methodist  Hospital. 

A  little  more  than  two  years  ago, 
it  would  have  been  quite  an  imag¬ 
inative  stretch  to  believe  that  the 
New  Orleans  East  couple  could 
achieve  good  health  status. 
Lorraine,  a  diabetic,  was  well  into 
the  chemotherapy  phase  of  treat¬ 
ment  for  lung  cancer  at  the 


Good  nurses. 
Good  doctors. 
Good  Lord. 


Methodist  Cancer  Center  when  Joe 
began  experiencing  shortness  of 
breath. 

"I  went  to  my  primary  physi¬ 
cian,  Dr.  Brian  Naccari,  who 
ordered  a  stress  test  and  echocar¬ 
diogram  and  referred  me  to  Dr. 
Maureen  Stein,"  he  says.  "My 
valve  had  worsened  considerably 
compared  to  previous  tests  and  I 
needed  replacement  surgery." 

Fitted  with  a  mechanical  valve 
and  ready  for  recovery,  Joe  signed 
up  for  Methodist's  Cardiac  Rehab 
program.  When  he  began  experi¬ 
encing  shortness  of  breath  two 
months  later,  the  rehab  staff  imme¬ 
diately  sent  him  back  to  Dr.  Stein 
for  evaluation.  "I  tried  medication 
that  didn't  work;  they  thought  it 
might  be  a  blood  clot  so  they  put 
me  in  the  hospital  for  a  while,"  he 
says.  "I  just  kept  getting  worse. 
Not  only  was  my  body  rejecting 


Good  Samaritan  Fund  Supplements  Care 


Joe  and  Lorraine  DeCuir  are  the  lucky  ones.  The  New 
Orleans  couple  have  encountered  diabetes,  lung  cancer  and 
cardiac  surgery.  But  they  have  the  love  of  each  other  and  a 
strong  spiritual  commitment  to  overcome  those  challenges. 
They  are  exercising  and  growing  stronger.  They  also  have 
financial  security. 

Not  all  those  experiencing  multiple  illnesses,  especially  in 
more  than  one  family  member,  have  the  blessings  of  a  strong 
financial  base.  The  DeCuirs  did  not  need  support  from 
Methodist  Hospital's  Good  Samaritan  Fund  but  there  are 
many  other  families  in  similar  situations  who  do. 

"Even  those  with  excellent  health  insurance  or  Medicare 
may  find  themselves  overwhelmed  and  financially  depleted 
when  facing  a  long-term  illness  or  multiple  illnesses,"  says 
Chaplain  Paul  Durbin,  Director  of  Pastoral  Care  at 
Methodist  Hospital.  "A  diabetic,  such  as  Mrs.  DeCuir, 
whose  condition  was  compromised  with  the  onset  of  cancer, 
for  example,  is  more  likely  to  accumulate  extra  expenses, 
ranging  from  transportation  to  medications,  that  are  not  cov¬ 
ered  by  insurance.  The  Good  Samaritan  Fund  provides 
financial  assistance  for  such  situations." 

Helping  people  in  times  of  need  is  an  integral  aspect  of 
the  ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  Methodist 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans,  the  only  Methodist  healthcare 
facility  in  Louisiana.  The  hospital's  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care  is  charged  with  the  ministry  of  assisting  those  in  need. 
"Supported  by  donations,  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund  offers 


assistance  for  a  patient's  physical  needs  while  our  prayers 
and  counseling  support  the  spiritual  aspects  of  healing," 
Chaplain  Durbin  says. 

Good  Samaritan  funds  have  been  used  to  assist  young 
couples  experiencing  a  high  risk  pregnancy  and  premature 
birth,  middle-aged  men  and  women  who  are  not  yet  eligible 
for  Medicare  and  the  increasing  number  of  individuals  who 
are  unemployed  with  no  healthcare  insurance. 

Members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  will  be  asked  to 
share  their  blessings  with  those  who  are  less  fortunate.  The 
Good  Samaritan  Offering  is  an  opportunity  to  assist  the  ill 
and  injured  who  require  treatment  at  Methodist  Hospital. 

"All  donations  to  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund  go  directly  to 
those  who  demonstrate  eligibility  for  help,"  says  Methodist 
Hospital  Assistant  Chaplain  Judy  Nelson.  "Over  the  years, 
the  Fund  has  assisted  children,  men  and  women  of  all  ages 
and  has  not  been  restricted  to  the  New  Orleans  area.  As  one 
of  the  leading  institutions  in  the  Gulf  South,  Methodist 
Hospital  sees  a  range  of  patients  from  all  areas  of  Louisiana 
and  the  Gulf  Coast." 

"Thank  you,  if  you  have  generously  responded  to  the  call 
to  donate  in  the  past,"  Chaplain  Durban  says.  "Your  assis¬ 
tance  has  played  an  integral  role  in  maintaining  the  quality 
of  life  for  hundreds  of  individuals.  But  there  is  always  a 
need.  Your  gift,  of  any  size,  will  help  the  lives  of  many.  We 
also  ask  that  you  continue  to  remember  Methodist  Hospital, 
its  patients  and  their  families  in  your  prayers  " 


u.  ic  vaivc, 


complications  that  brought  in 
variety  of  consultants." 

"Of  course,  Joe  didn't  realize  all 
this  was  going  on  at  the  time," 

Lorraine  adds.  "By  the  time  he  was 
scheduled  for  a  second  surgery  — 
this  time  with  a  pig's  valve  — 
things  didn't  look  too  good.  In  fact, 
when  he  first  went  into  surgery,  it 
was  canceled.  The  doctor  wanted 
him  to  stay  in  ICU  to  reduce  the 
fluid  around  his  heart." 

The  surgeon  didn't  give 
Lorraine  much  hope,  but  her  faith 
held  strong.  "Actually,  I  think  I 
was  the  only  one  who  thought  he 
would  make  it,"  she  says. 

It  was  an  eight  and  a  half  hour 
surgery  and  34-day  hospital  stay. 

"It's  a  blessing  we  live  so  close  to 
Methodist,"  says  Lorraine,  who 
would  report  for  chemotherapy  at 
the  Cancer  Center  and  then  head 
over  to  the  main  hospital  to  stay 
with  her  husband. 

Methodist's  Cardiac  Rehab  staff 
welcomed  Joe  back  to  the  program 
about  six  weeks  after  his  second 
surgery.  "Teri  (Teri  Kessel,  Nurse 
Manager  of  the  program)  took  my 
stitches  out  after  surgery  and  start¬ 
ed  working  with  me  before  I  was 
even  discharged  from 
the  hospital,"  says 
Joe.  "When  I  started 
the  outpatient  thera¬ 
py,  I  came  three  times 
a  week  and  then  cut 
back  to  a  twice-a- 
week  maintenance.  I 
really  don't  have  any 
intentions  of  stopping 
rehab,  because  it  is 
working  for  me.  After 
surgery  I  could  hardly 
raise  my  arm  but  after 
a  few  months  of  this 
program  there  is  a 
tremendous  improve¬ 
ment."  _ _ 

While  attending  the  They're  a  team!  Joe  and  Lorraine  DeCuir  are 
open  house  for  the  growing  stronger  and  healthier  as  participants 
new  facility,  several  of  in  Methodist  Hospital's  Cardiopulmonary 
the  nurses  mentioned  Rehabilitation  program. 


candidate  for  pulmonary  rehab. 
With  approval  from  her  physi¬ 
cians,  she  recently  enrolled  in  the 
program.  "Exercise  is  important  to 
a  diabetic  but  I  just  didn't  have  the 
lung  capacity,"  she  explains.  "Pul¬ 
monary  rehab  is  helping  me  to  feel 
better  and  to  control  the  weight 
I've  gained  since  I  completed 
chemotherapy." 

These  days  the  DeCuirs  are 
enjoying  good  health,  increased 
energy  and  just  recently  celebrated 
their  tenth  wedding  anniversary. 
The  first  marriage  for  both,  the 
couple  met  through  their  church. 
Resurrection  of  the  Lord.  "We 
dated  for  four  and  a  half  years  and 
then  one  Christmas  Eve  he  asked 
me  to  marry  him,"  Lorraine  says. 
"I  said  'yes'  but  it  was  a  package 
deal  —  I  came  with  two  dogs." 

The  New  Orleans  natives 
remain  involved  in  church  activi¬ 
ties  —  he  is  a  Grand  Knight  in  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  she  is 
involved  with  Catholic  Daughters. 
And  when  they're  not  playing 
with  their  schnauzer,  Marie,  you'll 
find  them  dancing,  at  the  opera,  at 
the  theater,  or  exercising  at 
Methodist  Hospital. 
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First  UMC,  Arcadia,  hosts  Russian  visitors 


By  Carol  Stewart 

District  Communication  Advisor 

First  UMC,  Arcadia,  recently  hosted 
three  Russians  for  ten  days  as  part  of  the 
Library  of  Congress’  Open  World  Program. 

Two  families  from  the  congregation 
welcomed  the  guests  into  their  homes  Aug. 
27-Sept.  5.  The  program,  co-sponsored  by 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s  Russia 
Initiative,  is  bringing  1,000  grassroots 
business  and  civic  leaders  from  Russia  to 
experience  American  Christianity  and 
democracy  first-hand. 

Participants  Olga  Sidorenko  (a  banker 
and  translator)  and  Nina  Perminova  (an 
economist)  are  from  Ekaterinburg.  Vladimir 
Senin  (vice-mayor)  is  from  Ust-Kut  in 
Siberia.  They  engaged  in  dialogue  with 
colleagues  as  they  visited  with  civic  and 
business  leaders  of  Arcadia  and  Shreveport. 
They  toured  area  businesses,  banks, 
industries,  courthouses,  shopping  malls, 
and  churches. 

In  this  their  first  encounter  with  a 
United  Methodist  church,  the  visitors 
indicated  they  were  impressed  by  the 
loving  and  vibrant  faith  of  their  hosts  and 
indicated  a  desire  to  attend  a  United 
Methodist  church  when  they  return  home. 

They  were  provided  with  Russian- 
language  booklets  describing  the  beliefs 
and  practices  of  our  Church,  as  well  as 


directions  to 
congregations 
in  Russia.  They 
were  guests  of 
honor  at 

dinners  and 
receptions  at 
First  UMC, 

Arcadia,  Mt. 

Mariah  UMC, 

Pilgrim  Rest 
Baptist  Church 
and  the  town  of 
Arcadia.  They 
enjoyed  meals 
in  the  homes  of 
local  United 

Methodists.  Julie  Members  of  First  UMC,  Arcadia,  recently  hosted  visitors  from  two  cities 
Cole  of  Arcadia  *n  Russia  38  Part  °f  The  United  Methodist  Church’s  Russia  Initiative. 


for 


Pictured  are:  (back  row,  1  to  r)  Austin  Fallin,  Vladimir  Senin  of  Ust-Kut, 


arranged  IU1  oiga  Sidorenko  and  Nina  Perminova  of  Ekaterinburg  and  John 
every  detail  of  Campbell;  (front  row)  Ashley  Fallin  and  Chase  Fallin. 

school  football  game;  buying  a  wedding 


their  visit  as 
well  as  personally  picking  them  up  at 
midnight  when  they  arrived  and  returning 
them  to  the  airport  at  4  a.m. 

A  few  of  the  other  highlights  were: 
attending  their  first  Protestant  worship 
service;  touring  the  Ports  of  Vicksburg  and 
Shreveport-Bossier  (Senin  is  a  former  river 
engineer  on  the  Lena  River  -  the  third 
largest  river  in  the  world),  a  poultry  farm, 
and  an  antebellum  home;  watching  a  high 


dress  for  Olga;  shopping  at  Pecanland  Mall, 
and  seeing  the  Mississippi  River.  They 
exchanged  gifts  with  many  of  their  hosts, 
so  that  all  have  lasting  reminders  of  their 
friendship. 

The  people  of  Arcadia  were  truly 
blessed  by  their  guests,  and  pray  their 
hospitality  planted  seeds  of  faith. 


Dubach  VBS  a  success  Downsville  and  Dubach  UMCs  join  in  mission 


Youth  at  Dubach  UMC’s  Vacation  Bible 
School  go  “rafting”  as  part  of  the  week’s 
outdoor  adventure  theme. 

Bible  School  at  Dubach  UMC  this  year 
was  truly  an  “adventure”  as  more  than  40 
children  participated  in  “Adventures  with 
Jesus,”  the  theme  of  the  week-long 
Vacation  Bible  School. 

The  children  also  set  a  goal  of  raising 
$100  for  a  mission  offering.  This  money 
would  go  to  buy  a  sewing  machine  for 
Jane  Franco  in  Mbeya,  Tanzania.  Jane’s 
husband,  Shabani,  formerly  worked  for 
Rev.  Jon  Lord,  pastor  of  Dubach,  when  he 
was  a  missionary  in  Africa. 

The  couple  now  has  two  babies  and 
the  sewing  machine  is  needed  for  Jane’s 
employment.  The  offering  received  during 
VBS  more  than  doubled  the  goal:  $221, 
enough  for  the  sewing  machine  and 
supplies  to  get  Jane  started  in  her  new 
work  to  provide  for  her  family! 

...  .  I W -J''.  . .  ...  ......  •  ....  ...  t  ,  I  ../■  .* 


In  June,  Downsville  UMC 
invited  Dubach  UMC  to 
participate  in  their 
Volunteers  In  Mission 
(VIM)  trip  to  Kulli-Tuklow 
UMC  (of  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Mission  Conference) 
in  Idabel,  Okla.  It  was 
Dubach’s  first  VIM  project 
in  several  years,  and  three 
men  joined  with  the 
Downsville  team  in 
building  a  fellowship  hall. 
Pictured  in  front  of  the 
fellowship  hall  are  Byron 
White  of  Dubach,  two 
laymen  from  Kulli-Tuklow, 
and  Rev.  Jon  Lord,  pastor 
of  Dubach  UMC. 


Eros  celebrates  Victor/  of  paying  building  debt 


July  25  was  a  great  day  of  celebration 
for  Eros  UMC. 

The  theme  was  “Victory  Sunday.”  On 
this  day  the  church  retired  its  $11,000 
building  debt  by  raising  more  than 
$12,500. 

This  “Victory  Sunday”  started  with  the 
morning  worship  service  followed  by  a 
catered  barbecue  lunch.  It  concluded  with 
a  “Note-Burning”  Service  on  the  grounds 
outside  the  church  (right). 

“This  day,  not  only  marks  a  victory  of 
retiring  the  debt,  but  also  exemplifies  the 
church’s  victory  in  being  committed  to 
make  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ.  The  victo¬ 
ry  won  today  will  enable  us  to  move  for¬ 
ward  with  joy  in  the  future!”  said  pastor, 
Rev.  “Bo”  fjome...  , 
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(318)  255-2690 
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Sanford  receives  honor 


Beulah  UMC  recently  dedicated  their 
fellowship  hall  to  the  glory  of  God  in 
honor  of  Buck  Sanford,  in  deepest 
appreciation  for  his  devotion,  time  and 
handiwork  in  the  renovation  of  the  church 
and  the  fellowship  hall.  Presenting 
Sanford  with  a  plaque  is  Rev.  Troy  Garrett 
(left),  pastor  at  Beulah. 

Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Carol  Stewart 

District  Communication  Advisor 
2013Hwy.  794 
Gibsland,  LA  71 028 
(318)  843-6329 
E-mail:  stew@iamerica.net 
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2911  Centenary  Boulevard 
P.O.  Box  41188 
Shreveport,  LA  71134 
(318)  869-5729 

E-mail:  ShreveportDismct@compuserve.com 


Rev.  William  D.  Peeples 

District  Superintendent 


Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 

District  Communication  Advisor 


Around  the  District 

Twenty-four  members  of  First  UMC, 
Logansport  and  Bethel  UMC  came 
together  recently  to  create  a  mission  team 
to  El  Buen  Pastor  Iglesia  Metodista  Unida 
in  Moody,  Tex. 

The  team  furnished  materials  and 
labor  to  paint  the  church,  build  an  awning 
over  a  sidewalk,  repair  the  steeple  and 
perform  general  maintenance.  They  also 
conducted  a  Bible  School  for  the  children. 

North  Highlands  UMC,  Shreveport, 
will  hold  its  50th  Anniversary  Renewal 
Celebration  Oct.  8-10  with  performances 
by  the  Zambian  Vocal  Quartet  and  other 
music.  For  more  information,  call  the 
church  at  (318)  221-4716. 


The  District  Office  has  a 
new  phone  number.  It  is 
(318)  869-5729. 


Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 
District  Communication  Advisor 
4600  Hwy.  80  East 
Haughton,  LA  71 037 
(318)949-0430 
E-mail:  xpistou@aol.com 


Broadmoor  marks 

By  Mary  Jarvis 

September  18  was  the  beginning  of 
celebration  time  for  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport.  We  kicked  off  the  weekend 
with  a  6K  walk  at  7.30  a.m.  through  the 
sidewalks  of  Broadmoor  neighborhood. 
The  crowd  of  walkers  carried  a  banner 
inviting  neighbors  and  passersby  to  the 
Birthday  Bash  Block  Party  to  be  held  that 
afternoon.  This  walk  was  reminiscent  of  the 
many  walks  through  the  neighborhood  by 
Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  founding  pastor,  in 
1939,  as  he  invited  people  to  come  to 
services  of  “Broadmoor  Mission”  held  at 
Centenary  College  Campus.  By  the  time 
Annual  Conference  came  around,  the 
required  100  members  had  joined,  plus  a 
fewr  extra,  and  “Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church”  was  established.  The  6K  walk  was 
made  even  more  special  w'hen  Rev.  Pearce 
or  (Brother  George  as  we  call  him)  joined 
us  for  part  of  the  walk. 

At  5  p.m.  another  crow'd  gathered 
around  the  church  for  a  huge  “block  party.” 
Anniston  Street  was  blocked  off  to  cars  so 
that  booths  could  line  the  street.  Six 
thousand  cards  went  out  to  the 
surrounding  community  inviting  all  to  be  a 
part  of  the  festivities.  Free  hot  dogs  were 
served  along  with  chips,  drinks  and  of 
course,  birthday  cake!  Free  popcorn  was 
served  at  the  “40’s”  booth,  mini-golf  and 
frisbee  toss  were  just  a  few  of  the  other 
games  along  the  midway. 

Hazel  Vickrey  played  the  piano  during 
the  old-fashioned  “Cake  Walk”.  Ten  fresh, 
homemade  cakes  were  made  by  each  of 
the  UMW  circles.  The  firemen  brought  their 
truck  so  each  child  could  take  a  tour,  and 
the  police  K-9  unit  arrived  for  a 
demonstration  with  their  dogs. 

The  Clown  Ministry  put  on  a  few  skits. 
The  “Sweet  Adeline”  barber  shop  quartet 
performed  songs  from  the  last  six  decades. 
Many  wonderful  door  prizes  were  given 
out:  a  night  for  two  at  a  local  hotel,  several 


60th  anniversary  with  'block  part/ 


Above:  guys  at  the  ‘60s  Booth’  get  groovy;  Top 
right:  the  ‘Sweet  Adelines’  of  Ruston  strike  a 
tune;  Below  Right:  a  girl  shows  off  her  hula- 
hoop  skills  at  the  ‘block  party.’ 

books  from  the  Baptist  Bookstore  and  free 
meals  from  many  area  restaurants.  It  was  a 
great  time  for  getting  together  with  our 
neighborhood  friends  as  well  as  a  fun  time 
for  the  members  of  Broadmoor. 

The  next  morning,  Sunday,  Sept.  19, 
was  a  special  celebration.  Many  former 
ministers  joined  us  for  our  8:30  a.m.  and 
11  a.m.  services  centering  around  our 
anniversary  theme  of  “Believing, 
Belonging,  Becoming.”  Both  the  youth  and 
adult  choirs  offered  special  music  along 
with  a  brass  quartet. 

Rev.  Pearce  was  presented  with  a 
special  “Community  Cross”  in  honor  of  his 
founding  of  and  many  years  of  service  to 
Broadmoor  UMC.  Each  person  attending 
the  services  took  home  a  special  gold- 
trimmed  certificate  commemorating  the 
day.  On  the  back  of  the  certificate  there 
was  a  list  of  all  the  senior  ministers  who 


have  served  Broadmoor  and  a  list  of  the 
pioneer  members,  some  of  whom  were  in 
attendance  that  day. 


At  noon  a  delicious  meal  was  enjoyed 
by  all  in  G.M.  Anderson  Hall  while  the 
world-famous  Centenary  College  Choir 
performed.  The  choir  “gents”  were  dressed 
in  their  white  tuxedos,  and  the  ladies  wore 
beautiful  aqua,  sequined  dresses.  They 
sang  a  beautiful  range  of  songs  including 
upbeat  popular  tunes  and  spirituals.  We 
were  once  again  reminded  of  this  treasure 
of  talent  from  right  here  in  our  own 
backyard  and  felt  very  privileged  that  they 
shared  with  us. 

This  full  day  of  celebrating  our  past  and 
looking  to  our  future  could  not  have  ended 
more  appropriately  than  by  the  Centenary 
Choir  stepping  down  from  the  stage,  circling 
the  audience,  holding  hands  while  singing 
the  benediction,  “The  Lord  Bless  You  and 
Keep  You”  by  Lutkin.  Not  a  dry  eye... 


First,  Shreveport,  celebrates  fund  South  Pacific-style 


Members  of  First 
UMC,  Shreveport, 
recently  gathered  to 
celebrate  the 
church’s  Eternal 
Flame  Endowment 
Fund.  More  than  90 
supporters  of  the 
fund  enjoyed  a 
Polynesian-style 
dinner  (complete 
with  paper  parasol 
drink  stirrers)  and 
a  performance  of 
South  Pacific. 
Pictured  above  are 
Max  and  Mollie 
Edwards,  Ann 
Parker  and  Gail 
Nelson.  Below  are 
Lisa  Dodd,  Jennie 
Coburn,  Joyce 
Kupper  and 
David  Dodd. 


By  Kay  Camp 
Planned  Giving  Director 
First  UMC,  Shreveport 

On  July  9,  90  supporters  of  the  Eternal  Flame  Endowment  Fund 
at  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  gathered  in  Couch  Parlor  at  the  church. 
They  enjoyed  a  splendid  Polynesian-style  dinner,  rode  the  quaint 
trolley  to  the  Performing  Arts  Center  and  saw  the  wonderful  open¬ 
ing  night  performance  of  Roger  &  Hammerstein’s  South  Pacif¬ 
ic...  What  a  celebration! 

When  the  guests  entered  the  'beautiful,  newly-established 
Memorial  Garden,  they  walked  through  the  double  glass  doors  of 
the  parlor.  There  they  were  greeted  by  the  Eternal  Flame  Commit¬ 
tee  members  and  were  served  tropical  fruit  punch  with  paper 
umbrella  stirrers  and  listened  to  a  pianist  playing  South  Pacific 
tunes  in  the  background. 

Dinner  was  served  after  the  guests  were  seated  at  the  round 
cloth-covered  tables  where  centerpieces  displayed  a  bounty  of  fruit 
native  to  the  South  Pacific  region. 

Austin  Robertson,  the  Eternal  Flame  Committee  Chairman,  host¬ 
ed  the  evening.  Marvin  Brossette,  June  Sumrall,  David  Melville  and 
Gail  Nelson  all  contributed  to  a  program  that  was  filled  with  inspi¬ 
ration,  devotion  and  fun. 
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'Get  off  your  carpet/  get  to  church 


by  Ann  Thompson 

Minister  to  Families  with  Children 

Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

Being  the  good  Southern  woman  that 
I  am,  I  naturally  have  a  subscription  to 
Southern  Living  Magazine.  While  flip¬ 
ping  through  a  recent  issue,  I  noticed  an 
advertisement  with  a  woman,  dressed 
casually,  but  chic,  in  a  nice  little  ironed 
shirt,  blue  jeans,  socks,  no  shoes  and 
perfect  hair.  She  is  “relaxing”  on  the  floor 
of  her  family  sunroom  interacting  ever  so 
lovingly  with  her  infant. 

Behind  her,  sitting  in  a  chair,  is  the 
“daddy.”  We  don’t  see  his  face  because 
he  is  reading  the  newspaper.  He  is  “chill¬ 
ing  out”  in  jeans  and  socks  also. 

We  also  get  a  glimpse  of  the  lovely 
pool  and  backyard  and  fresh  flowers  in  a 
crystal  vase.  What  a  perfect  little  family! 
You  can  almost  hear  the  Vivaldi  playing 
in  the  background  and  smell  the  coffee 
brewing  in  the  kitchen. 

Now,  here  is  the  kicker:  the  text  for 
this  ad  reads  “Cozy  Sunday  mornings 
were  made  for  Mohawk  carpet.” 

You  may  be  wondering  what  my 
point  is.  Well,  here  it  is:  GET  OFF  YOUR 
CARPET  AND  GET  TO  CHURCH  ON 
SUNDAY  MORNINGS! 

I  am  sure  you  will  not  find  that  any¬ 
where  in  the  Bible  (although  it  might 
make  a  catchy  hymn),  but  you  will  find 
this: 

“Only  be  careful,  and  watch  your¬ 
selves  closely  so  that  you  do  not  forget  the 


things  your  eyes  have  seen  or  let  them  slip 
from  your  heart  as  long  as  you  live. 
Teach  them  to  your  children  and  to  their 
children  after  them.  Remember  the  day 
you  stood  before  the  Lord  your  God  at 
Horeb,  when  he  said  to  me,  ‘Assemble  the 
people  before  me  to  hear  my  words  so  that 
they  may  learn  to  revere  me  as  long  as 
they  live  in  the  land  and  may  teach  them 
to  their  children.  ’’’(Deuteronomy  4:9-10) 

What  is  Moses  saying?  I  think  he’s  say¬ 
ing,  “Don’t  ever  stop  putting  your  chil¬ 
dren  into  situations  that  will  help  them 
learn  about  God.”  Don’t  let  soccer  prac¬ 
tice  snatch  your  child’s  attendance  at 
church.  Don’t  allow  Court  TV’s  Homicide 
all-day  marathon  keep  you  home  on 
Sunday  mornings. 

Here  are  some  reasons  to  “Get  Off 
Your  Carpet  and  Get  to  Church  on 
Sunday  Mornings:” 

❖The  teachers  genuinely  care  about 
each  child. 

❖Children  learn  how  Biblical  truths 
make  a  difference  in  their  lives. 

❖Children  need  friends  who  are  a 
part  of  God’s  family. 

❖Children  will  enjoy  the  variety  of 
creative  learning  activities. 

❖There  is  something  here  for  you  as 
well! 

❖  if  your  child  spills  juice,  it  will  stain 
the  carpet  at  the  church  and  not  yours  at 
home. 

Reprinted  from  “Trinity  Tidings,  ” 
Trinity  UMC  newsletter. 


Aids  epidemic  has  fumed  Africa  info  'killing  field' 


by  Angus  Shaw 
Associated  Press  writer 

LUSAKA,  Zambia — AIDS,  not  war,  has 
turned  Africa  into  a  “killing  field”  and  will 
wipe  out  enough  adults  to  create  13  million 
orphans  in  the  next  18  months,  the  United 
Nations  children’s  agency  said 
Wednesday  (Sept.  15). 

Such  cataclysmic  statements  at 
the  11th  international  AIDS  in 
.Africa  conference  were  aimed  at 
prodding  African  governments — 
which  spend  more  on  defense  for  i  m  j*  7^ 
than  on  health — to  act  against  the  *  / 

scourge  of  the  continent.  /vrr\lv  /\ 

Africa  is  home  to  two-thirds  of  the 
world’s  31  million  HIV-infected  people.  Last 
year,  AIDS  killed  2  million  Africans,  out¬ 
stripping  deaths  from  armed  conflicts  on  the 
continent,  said  die  children’s  fund,  called 
UNICEF. 

In  15  years,  AIDS  has  killed  11  million 
Africans,  more  than  80  percent  of  the 
world’s  AIDS  deaths. 

“By  any  measure,  the  HIV-AIDS  pan¬ 
demic  is  the  most  terrible  undeclared  war  in 
the  world,  with  the  whole  of  sub-Saharan 
Africa  a  killing  field,”  UNICEF  executive 
director  Carol  Bellamy  said  on  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  third  day. 

Ninety  percent  of  the  world’s  AIDS 


orphans  live  in  Africa,  and  most  suffer 
alarmingly  higher  rates  of  malnutrition, 
stunting  and  illiteracy,”  UNICEF  said.  They 
often  die  of  neglect  and  are  victimized  by 
the  stigma  surrounding  the  disease. 

In  many  southern  African  nations  up  to 
25  percent  of  adults  are  infected 
with  the  AIDS  virus — the  highest 
prevalence  in  the  world.  In 
Zambia  alone,  90,000  AIDS 
orphans  have  been  left  to  fend  for 
themselves  on  the  streets. 

Bellamy  said  decades  of  gains 
for  child  survival  and  develop¬ 
ment  are  being  wiped  out  by  the 
disease.— The  Advocate,  Baton  Rouge,  Sept. 
16. 

Editors  note:  United  Methodist  bishops 
have  responded  to  the  critical  needs  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  Africa  by  establishing  the  “Hope  for 
the  Children  of  Africa’'  campaign.  Opening 
night  of  Annual  Conference  1999, 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  contributed 
more  than  $226,000  to  a  “Miracle  Night 
Offering  ”  to  go  towards  that  initiative. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
has  created  a  “ missioners  of  hope"  program 
to  support  the  initiative.  The  agency  has  com¬ 
missioned  60  missionaries,  most  of  whom 
are  African,  to  work  exclusively  with  min¬ 
istries  for  children  in  Africa. -UMNS 


MISSION  PERSONNEL  FOCUS 


Louisiana  Conference  Committee  on  Mission  Personnel  has  first  meeting 


by  Rev.  Carlos  Welch 
Chairperson,  Louisiana  Conference 
Committee  on  Mission  Personnel 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(GBGM)  has  initiated  an  exciting  new 
direction  for  demonstrating  its  commitment 
to  a  connectional  approach  to  mission, 
seeking  a  stronger  partnership  with  the 
Annual  Conferences.  Annual  conferences 
are  invited  to  accept  new  opportunities  to 
be  in  mission  by  establishing  a  Conference 
Committee  on  Mission  Personnel  (CCMP). 

The  purpose  of  this  new  committee,  as 
part  of  the  Conference  BGM,  is: 

♦  to  screen  and  recommend  to  the 
GBGM  persons  who  have  gifts  for  lead¬ 
ership  and  service  in  the  mission  of 
Jesus  Christ; 

#  to  recommend  opportunities  for 
mission  personnel  placement  within 
the  mission  strategies  of  the  annual 
conference; 

*  to  participate  in  the  development 
of  connectional  support  for  mission 
personnel  through  a  program  of 
covenant  relationships. 

The  purposes  of  the  Committee  will  be 

Brown  transitions  'from 

Doretha  Brown,  a  native 
of  La.,  is  retiring  from  mis¬ 
sionary  service  after  almost 
37  years  in  Africa.  Most 
recently,  Doretha  taught  at 
the  Harford  School  for 
Girls,  a  United  Methodist 
high  school  in  Moyamba, 

Sierra  Leone.  Before  that, 
she  served  several  posts  in 
Liberia.  During  that  time, 
she  was  evacuated  once 
from  Liberia  and  remained 
through  severe  conflict  in  Sierra  Leone. 

In  Liberia  beginning  in  I960,  Doretha 
directed  a  hostel  and  taught  in  a  mission 
school  in  Ganta  for  10  years  before 
going  to  Monrovia,  where  she  also 
administered  a  hostel  for  young  people. 
“This  assignment  provided  me  with  an 
opportunity  to  help  young  people  to  see 
God’s  mission  in  operation  by  actually 
participating  (in  it),”  she  says. 

From  1988  to  1990,  Doretha  taught  at 
the  UM  Women’s  Training  Center;  assist¬ 
ed  with  workshops  in  local  churches, 
districts,  and  the  annual  conference;  and 
chaired  the  Conference  Committee  on 
Scholarships  in  Liberia.  The  work  there 
was  interrupted  by  the  civil  war,  Doretha 
says.  All  United  Methodist’  missionaries 
were  evacuated,  but  Doretha  remained 
in  the  U:S.  only  a  few  months  before 
returning  to-  Africa,  this  time  to  Sierra 
Leone. 

In  Sierra  Leone,  her  work  was  again 
threatened  by  civil  war,  but  she 
remained  until  1997.  When  she  was 
finally  evacuated,  she  took  only  two 
dresses  and  a  few  other  clothes.  “I  also 


realized  in  a  program,  called  the  “Triple  10 
Program.”  Through  a  Conference  wide  ini¬ 
tiative,  10  persons  will  be  identified, 
screened,  interviewed  and  recommended 
for  service  through  the  GBGM.  Working 
with  congregations  and  agencies  within  the 
annual  conference,  10  placements  will  be 
identified  within  the  conference  boundaries 
where  mission  personnel  would  be 
assigned.  And,  a  minimum  of  10  new 
Missionary  Covenant  Support 
Congregations  will  be  cultivated. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Committee  on  Mission 
Personnel  was  held  at  the  Conference 
Center  Saturday,  Sept.  1.  Rev.  Carlos  Welch, 
chair  of  the  Louisiana  CCMP,  and  Rev.  M.  C. 
Cady,  along  with  Rev.  John  Armstrong,  the 
liaison  from  the  General  Board,  conducted 
a  training  program  for  the  five  members 
present.  The  sessions  were  informational 
and  inspiring  and  the  members  accepted 
individual  responsibilities  for  the  initiatives 
to  be  taken  during  the  next  six  months. 

For  more  information,  contact  Rev. 
Carlos  Welch  at  (225)  767-3077  or  e-mail 
him  at  welch@bellsouth.net. 


“teach  anyone  who  wants  to  learn.” 

Born  in  Ivanhoe,  Louisiana,  Doretha 
graduated  from  Dillard  University  in  New 
Orleans  and  did  graduate  work  at  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville.  Before  going  to 
Liberia  in  I960,  she  taught  junior-high 
students  at  Sager-Brown  School  in 
Baldwin,  La.,  which  is  now  the  site  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  Depot. 

Doretha  says  she  sees  retirement  as  a 
“promotion  from  grace  to  glory.” 
Planning  to  live  in  Franklin,  Louisiana, 
upon  retirement,  she  will  spend  some 
time  visiting  her  family  in  the  U.S.  She 
wants  to  continue  to  be  involved  in  the 
work  of  the  church  and  the  community. 

“If  I  get  a  chance  to  go  back  to  Liberia 
or  Sierra  Leone  for  short  periods,”  she 
says,  “I  will  visit  all  my  children.” 
Looking  at  long-range  plans,  she  con¬ 
cludes,  “I  will  count  all  my  blessings 
from  the  Almighty  God  day  by  day.” 

The  retirement  ceremony  was  held 
during  a  GBGM  conference  held  in 
Norcross,  Ga.  in  August. 


grace  fo  glory'  after  39  years  of  service 

left  everything  in 
Liberia,”  she  says. 
“But  many  things 
have  been  given  to 
me  to  replace  some  of 
those  losses.” 

Brown  says  her 
most  inspiring  experi¬ 
ences  included:  (1) 
“sharing  the  mustard 
seeds,”  or  gifts  given 
to  her  by  God;  (2)  the 
“power  of  emergency 
prayer”;  and  (3)  the  opportunity  to 
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Important  Notice 


The  1 999  Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  approved  an  annual  open  enrollment  period  beginning  October  1 ,  1 999,  for  the  health  benefit  program.  This  means  that 

any  active  clergy  or  full-time  lay  employee  of  the  Church  who  is  not  presently  in  the  health  benefit  program  may  elect  coverage  or  change  coverage  under  the  plan  for  them¬ 
selves  and  their  eligible  dependents). 

The  open  enrollment  period  shall  be  during  the  month  of  October  to  be  effective  January  1,  subject  to  an  18-m'onth  pre-existing  condition  limitation.  For  information  and  an 
enrollment  packet,  call  Sherri  LeBlanc,  Assistant  Insurance  Officer  at  (225)  346-1646,  ext.  202. 


LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK 

A  look  at  upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 

Noted  author,  speaker  to  address  Prayer  Breakfast 

Author  Alex  Kotlowitz  will  the  be  the  speaker  at  the  1999  Community  Prayer 
Breakfast  to  be  held  Oct.  21  at  7  a.m.  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  10230  Mollylea  Drive, 
Baton  Rouge. 

Kotlowitz,  who  began  his  career  as  a  journalist,  is  the  author  of  the  recently  pub¬ 
lished  The  Other  Side  of  the  River:  A  Story  of  Two  Towns,  a  Death  and  America’s 
Dilemna.  Published  in  1991  was  his  best  selling  book  There  Are  No  Children  Here: 
The  Story  of  Two  Boys  Growing  Up  in  the  Other  America. 

The  Other  Side  of  the  River  compares  two  towns — one  white  and  one  black.  This 
book  was  awarded  the  Chicago  Tribune’s  Heartland  Prize  for  Non-Fiction.  There  Are 
No  Children  Here  also  has  received  several  awards.  It  was  designated  by  the  New 
York  Public  Library  as  one  of  the  150  most  important  books  of  the  century.  In  the  fall 
of  1993  it  was  adapted  for  television  as  an  ABC  Movie-of-the-Week  starring  Oprah 
Winfrey.  Kotlowitz  also  is  a  noted  speaker  on  issues  of  racism  and  poverty. 

The  Community  Prayer  Breakfast  is  co-sponsored  annually  by  The  Greater  Baton 
Rouge  Federation  of  Churches  and  Synagogues  and  the  local  unit  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Community  and  Justice.  The  cost  for  the  breakfast  is  $10;  reservations 
are  recommencded.  Call  (225)  267-5600  for  information. 

Bayou  Blue  UMC  celebrates  100  years  of  Methodism 

Bayou  Blue  UMC  invites  former  pastors,  former  members  and  friends  to  join  them 
Oct.  10  in  their  celebration  of  100  years  of  Methodism  in  Lower  Bayou  Blue,  193  Lake 
Long  Drive,  Houma,  off  La.  Highway  316  known  as  Bayou  Blue  Road.  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the  10  a.m.  worship  service  followed  by  lunch 
on  the  grounds  and  other  festivities  until  3  p  m. 

The  church  was  originally  called  the  “Society  of  Spiritualists  of  Bayou  Blue.”  It  was 
founded  by  French-speaking  Louisianians  who  were  seeking  identification  with  Jesus 
Christ  in  a  more  open,  Biblical-based  environment.  The  group  found  its  Christian  iden¬ 
tity  through  the  Methodist  Church  and  its  teaching.  Call  (504)  872-5339  for  details. 
Prospect  UMC  ‘Proclaiming  Hope’  after  125  years 

Prospect  UMC,  Florien,  will  celebrate  the  125th  anniversary  of  its  founding  the 
weekend  of  Oct. 22-24.  An  “Old  Fashioned  Singing”  and  dedication  service  Friday  at 
6:30  p.m.  will  kick  off  the  event.  Saturday,  beginning  at  4  p.m.,  there  will  be  games 
for  children  and  adults;  at  5,  a  hot  dog  roast  and  at  6:30,  an  “Old  Time  Brush  Arbor 
Meeting.”  Sunday,  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  will  bring  the  morning  message  at  10:45- 
There  will  be  a  covered  dish  meal  on  the  grounds  following  morning  worship  and 
after  dinner  there  will  be  a  celebration  of  Holy  Communion  and  a  Sending  Forth  with 
Dr.  Larry  Maddin,  Lake  Charles  District  superintendent  officiating. 

The  theme  for  this  celebration  is  “PROCLAIMING  HOPE!  The  Passion  of  our  Past, 
Present  and  Future.”  Pastor  Dr.  William  R.  Boyd  and  the  congregation  extend  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  all  to  come  share  in  this  once-in-a-lifetime  celebration.  Call  (318)  586-3549 
for  information. 

Brush  arbor  and  singing  at  Gibsiand 

Oak  Grove  UMC  in  Gibsiand  is  having  an  old  time  brush  arbor  revival  meeting  Oct. 
23-26.  The  public  is  invited  for  lots  of  singing  and  dinner  on  the  ground.  Call  (318) 
843-9937  for  details  or  directions. 

UMW  of  St.  John’s  UMC  offers  arts,  crafts  ‘Southern  Style’ 

The  UMW  of  St.John’s  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  is  sponsoring  a  showcase  of  arts  and 
crafts  “Southern  Style”  Saturday,  Oct.  16  from  9  a.m.-5  p.m.  on  the  grounds  at  9375 
Highland  Road.  Artisans  from  across  the  South  will  offer  fine  arts,  crafts  and  gifts. 
Enjoy  delicious  homemade  chicken  gumbo  while  shopping  for  unique  holiday  gifts. 

All  proceeds  go  to  fund  local  and  national  mission  projects  sponsored  by  the 
women’s  group.  Admission  is  free;  the  event  will  take  place  rain  or  shine.  Call  the 
church  office  at  (225)  766-4594  for  details. 

St.  Timothy  on  the  North  Shore  UMC  planning  two-day  ‘Merry  Mall’ 

St.  Timothy  on  the  North  Shore  UMC  will  hold  its  two-day  “Merry  Mall”  Friday  and 
Saturday,  Nov.  5-6.  The  bazaar  will  feature  a  garden  shop  with  patio  stones,  painted 
pots  and  plants;  Christmas  trees  and  decorations,  a  gift  wrap  booth;  “Granny’s  Attic” 
with  collectibles  and  gently  used  items;  and  a  food  court,  including  a  soup  lunch 
Friday  and  a  pancake  breakfast  (UMM)  and  spaghetti  lunch  (youth)  Saturday. 

Everyone  is  invited.  Proceeds  will  go  to  the  church’s  building  fund  as  well  as  UMW 
missions  at  home  and  abroad. 


Want  to  learn  Spanish? 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute  offers  intensive  training 
in  language  and  culture 


The  need  for  services  to  the  Hispanic 
Communities  in  the  United  States  is  contin¬ 
uously  growing.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  a 
ministry  of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
provides  basic  language  and  cultural  train¬ 
ing  to  clergy  and  laity  who  are  interested  in 
expanding  their  knowledge  of  Hispanics. 
This  two-week  seminar  consists  of  and 
extensive  Spanish  language  conversational 
course  and  cultural  knowledge  necessary  to 
function  and  work  effectively  within 
Hispanic  communities. 

The  program  includes  48  hours  of  class¬ 
room  Spanish  language  instruction  targeted 
to  students  with  no  previous  knowledge. 
The  course  content  will  equip  participants 
to  function  in  practical  and  ministry-related 
situations  with  relevant  vocabulary. 

A  candid  “nuts  and  bolts”  training  ses- 
.  sion  is  conducted  to  help  participants  better 
understand  the  values  and  ways  of 
Hispanics.  Participants  will  visit  cultural  and 
ministry  settings  in  El  Paso  and  Cd.  Juarez, 
such  as:  Centennial  Museum,  Chamizal 
National  Memorial,  Ysleta  Hispanic 
Missions,  United  Methodist  churches, 


Houchen  Commurlity  Center,  La  Catedral, 
Musco  de  Arte  e  Historia  in  Cd.  Juarez, 
Guadalupe  Mission,  El  Divino  Salvador  in 
Cd.  Juarez,  and  Colonia  Echeverria 
Ministries  also  in  Cd.  Juarez,  Mexico. 

A  trip  to  Chihuahua  City,  a  city  250  miles 
into  Mexico,  will  be  planned  during  the 
weekend.  The  activities  will  include  a  tour 
of  the  city,  visits  to  museums,  and  a  tour  of 
Methodist  churches. 

Price  includes  hotel  accommodations, 
transportation,  meals,  and  admission  fees  to 
the  sights.  Classes  are  from  8:30  a.m.  to  3:30 
p.m.  for  the  two-week  period. 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute  contracts  with 
Language  Plus,  which  has  over  20  years 
experience  with  language  and  cross-cultur¬ 
al  training,  to  provide  the  instruction  of  the 
Spanish  classes.  Institute  staff  and  local 
leadership  direct  tours,  excursions  and 
transportation  services. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Lydia  Patterson  Institute  at  P.O.  Box  11,  El 
Paso,  Texas.  (915)  533-828 6. -from  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  newsletter 


Don’t  forget! 

Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  30th  Anniversary 
Leblanc,  La. 

Saturday,  October  16 
include  music,  hayrides,  swimming 
recognition  service. 

Box  lunches  will  be  provided, 
ammie  King  at  (318)  738-5259  for  infor; 


CONFERENCE 

PROGRAM 

CALENDAR 

October 

7- 9  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Black 

Methodists  for  Church  Renewal, 
New  Orleans 

8- 10  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Singles 

Training  Event,  Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville,  Ark. 

9- 17  VIM  (Construction),  San  Pedro 

Salo,  Honduras 

11- 17  VIM  (Education  and  Gen. 

Maintenance),  Heifer  Project 
International,  Perryville,  Ark. 

12- 13  Cabinet  Meeting,  Conference 

Office,  Baton  Rouge 
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Faith-based  Workforce  Conference  equips  churches  to  reach  out 

Summit  leaders  urge  United  Methodists  to  be  part  of  solution 


Faith  and  Social  Justice  awards 
honor  La.  United  Methodist 


by  Bobbie  Armstrong 
Editor 

ALEXANDRIA-Driving  down  Jackson  Street,  with  its 
elegant  homes,  massive  oaks  and  sprawling  lawns 
glistening  from  a  late  September  rain,  you’d  never 
suspect  there  was  a  revolution  brewing  amidst  this 
peace  and  prosperity.  But,  on  Sept.  28  and  29,  there 
was.  Inside  the  majestic  brick  walls  of  First  UMC  housed 
in  the  uptown  area,  a  revolution  in  the  way  United 
Methodist  churches  reach  out  to  “the  least  of  these”  was 
taking  root. 

In  an  unprecedented  gathering,  government, 
business,  education,  non-profit  and  faith-based 
communities  came  together  for 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference’s 
first-ever  Faith-based  Workforce 
Developmental  Conference. 

Sponsored  by  the  conference’s 
Task  Force  on  Children  in  Need, 
the  economic  summit  was  called 
to  help  attendees  and  experts 
explore  the  essential  role  each, 
and  in  particular,  the  church,  as 
the  “body  of  Christ,”  must  play  in 
helping  create  a  better  work 
environment  in  the  state  for  an 
ever-increasing  population  of 
impoverished  families  and 
children 

Featured  speakers  included 
Louisiana  State  Senate  President 
Randy  Ewing,  Dr.  Emanual 
Cleaver,  former  mayor  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  and  author  Joan  Flanagan. 

“The  mission  of  the  church  to  follow  God  “is  not  that 
complicated,”  said  Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  who  presided 
over  the  event  attended  by  more  than  300.  “We  must 
look  at  and  re-present,  the  body  of  Christ  as  Jesus  lived 
it.  Our  mission  is  to  go  out,  act,  serve. ..be  the  body!” 

In  a  sermon  delivered  during  the  opening  worship 
service  Tuesday  evening,  Cleaver-first  African-American 
mayor  of  Kansas  City  and  pastor  of  St.  James  UMC  -told 
the  gathering  that  in  order  to  “give  legs  to  hope,  we 
must  operate  outside  the  margins. 

“Too  many  of  us  won’t  step  outside  of  our  narrow 
little  lives  and  our  narrow  fields  of  vision.  That 
narrowing,”  he  said,  “is  our  enemy.  God  is  pulling  us 
beyond  the  margins.” 

Having  grown  up  in  a  housing  project  in  East  Texas, 
Cleaver  attributed  his  life’s  ascension  beyond  what  is 
expected  of  a  child  born  in  poverty  to  being  “marginally 
challenged”  since  the  first  grade  when  he  could  not 


color  within  the  lines.  That  was  his  first  step  beyond  the 
margins,  he  explained. 

“We  do  not  serve  some  ‘little  milk-toast  God,”  he  said. 
“We  can  fix  things.  People  are  depending  on  us.  They 
look  at  the  church  and  they  expect  us  to  do  something.” 

Similarly,  in  an  address  to  attendees  gathered  for  a 
sending  forth  service  Wednesday,  Senator  Ewing,  who  is 
a  member  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston,  said,  “We  have  to 
do  something.  It  is  our  responsibility  and  a  component 
of  our  discipleship  to  be  part  of  the  solution.” 

“If  not  us,”  Ewing  implored,  “who?” 

Many  distinguished  authorities,  including  Flanagan, 
noted  author  of  two  best-selling  books  on  fund-raising, 
shared  valuable  expertise  during  the 
two  days  of  conferencing.  Other 
presenters  included  Elliot  Wright,  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries;  Neal  Christie  and  Jim 
Winkler  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society;  state  agency 
representatives;  business  and 
educational  leaders  and  Louisiana 
Conference  members. 

The  Faith-based  Workforce 
Conference  was  presented  as  part  of  the 
the  third  year  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference’s  four  year  commitment  to 
The  UMC’s  Bishops’  Initiative  on 
Children  and  Poverty.  It  was 
underwritten  by  the  conference’s  Office 
of  Special  Ministries  and  Perspectives  for 
Living  (The  Wally  White  Lectures.) 


Above:  Dr. 
Emanuel 
Cleaver,  n  urges 
attendees  to 
“give  legs  to 
hope.” 
Right:  State 
Senate  President 
Randy  Ewing 
asked 
worshipers  at 
the  closing 
service:  “If  not 
us,  who?” 

Photos  by  Bobbie 
Armstrong 


During  the  sending  forth  service  of  the  Faith-based 
Workforce  Developmental  Conference  Sept.  29,  staff 
from  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
presented  Faith  and  Social  Justice  Awards  to  ten 
Louisiana  United  Methodists,  some  posthumously. 
These  individuals  were  lauded  for  faithfully  serving 
God  and  humanity  by  addressing  social  welfare  and 
justice  problems  and  needs. 

Recipients  were: 

Fred  L.  Banks-He  has  assisted  those  in  need,  from 
elderly  to  children,  and  has  been  especially  involved  in 
economic  and  social  justice  in  the  area  of  housing. 

Frank  and  Bessie  Blank— In  the  local  church 
(Shreveport)  and  beyond,-  they  serve  as  an  example  of 
what  every  person  can  do  in  outreach  to  others, 
especially  caring  for  and  raising  children. 

Hubert  Blanchard  (posthumous)-Involved  in  the 
development  of  the  “Care  Help  Center”  in  Sulphur,  he 
carried  his  concerns  for  economic  and  social  justice 
beyond  La.  to  Mexico  through  Volunteers  in  Mission. 

Kathleen  Conrad-Chairperson  of  COSROW,  she  has 
lived  her  life  in  ministry  in  countless  ways  with  a 
special  concern  for  women’s  roles,  marriage  and  family 
needs,  and  racial  justice. 

Roger  P.  Guissinger-As  head  of  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services,  he 
encouraged  cooperation  between  the  state  and 
religious  groups  in  providing  for  the  needs  of  the  poor. 
He  also  helped  establish  “Friends  of  Family”  ministry  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Rev.  Karl  Klaus-He  played  a  major  role  in 
developing  and  strengthening  the  United  Methodist 
Mission  Center  in  Baton  Rouge  as  well  as  “Southeast 
Ministries”  and  “Cafe  Hope”  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Terry  M.  McPhearson  (posthumous)-A  resident  of 
Monroe,  “Mr.  Mac”  was  known  throughout  La.  for  a 
long  tenure  in  social  work,  showing  concern  for  child 
welfare  and  economic  and  social  justice. 

David  Melville-He  directed  the  “Human  Resource 
Center”  at  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  leading  in  innovative 
programs  for  social  concerns  and  outreach. 

Rev.  Marva  Mitchell-Involved  in  many  areas  of 
ministry  with  a  focus  on  child  welfare,  she  ably  directs 
Peoples  Community  Center  in  New  Orleans. 

Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles-A  leader  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  (Ruston  District  superintendent),  he  has  led 
ministry  for  economic  and  social  justice  in  the 
conference  and  in  the  community. 

(Please  see  page  4  for  pictures.) 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 


October  1 5,  1 999 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon 


Being  and  Doing 

Perishing  with 
a  vision 


“Vision-talk"  has  about  gotten  me 
down.  My  cup  is  running  over  with 
“vision"  fascination.  I’m  not  sure  I  need 
any  more  vision. 

It’s  not  that  I’ve  forgotten  Proverbs 
29:18  “Where  there  is  no  vision  the 
people  perish.”  (KJV)  It's  just  that  I  still 
see  a  lot  of  perishing  in  the  midst  of 
vision. 

Gening  a  vision  is  not  what  saves  us; 
living  a  worthy  vision  with  integrity  and 
hope  begins  to  move  us  into  salvation. 
To  be  sure,  without  a  worthy  vision  one 
does  not  know  where  and  how  to 
commence  a  saving  journey;  however, 
having  the  vision  is  insufficient  without 
the  journey. 

This  past  week,  I  read  an 
article  that  wonders  whether 
we  can  articulate  a  vision  of 
what  it  means  to  be  United 
Methodist.  It  is  the  “be” 
word  in  the  sentence  that 
bothers  me,  not  because 
essence  and  being  are  not 
substantive  and  formative. 

In  fact  they  are!  However, 
when  it  relates  to  vision,  the  “be”  word 
for  me  is  static,  not  dynamic.  Somehow, 
“becoming”  relates  more  to  vision.  It  is 
not  enough  just  to  have  a  vision;  we  are 
called  to  act  upon  it,  yea  even  to 
incarnate  it. 

Vision  is  a  peculiar  visitor.  Vision  does 
not  necessarily  come  when  summoned 
by  a  committee;  rarely  does  vision 
emerge  as  the  consequence  of 
compromise  and  win/lose  votes.  Rather, 
vision  more  frequently  startles  an 
unsuspecting  contemplative  or  fires  the 
passion  of  an  already  stressed  activist.  At 
any  rate,  the  appearance,  if  not 
experience,  of  vision  is  more  likely  to  be 
greeted  and  embraced,  initially,  more  by 
a  person  or  two  than  a  larger  crowd. 

In  fact,  vision  has  an  incarnate 
character  about  it.  Nowhere  is  this  more 
profound  and  instructive  than  in  the  life 


of  Jesus.  He  is  the  living  vision!  He  lived 
the  vision!  Vision  was  not  something  he 
had  so  much  as  who  he  was. 

Seems  a  little  strange,  doesn’t  it,  that 
we  wonder  whether  we  can  articulate  a 
vision  for  Methodism?  Hasn’t  it  already 
been  done  perfectly  in  the  living 
vision — Jesus?  Maybe  our  need  is  not 
nearly  so  much  to  “get  a  vision”  as  it  is 
“to  get  a  life.”  We  don’t  need  a  vision 
nearly  so  much  as  we  need  to  get  on 
with  living  the  Jesus’  vision — with 
passion,  joy,  and  hope.  The  fires  of 
“getting  on  with  it”  are  going  to  be  far 
more  fueled  by  the  fresh  experience  of 
God’s  forgiving  and  empowering  grace 
than  they  will  be  by  the 
triumphant  rhetoric,  “We 
now  have  a  vision.” 

The  more  crucial  role 
for  vision  in  United 
Methodism,  I  believe,  is  in 
behalf  of  implementation 
demonstration. 
Unquestionably,  we  need 
strategies  that  will 
maximize  our  time  and 
our  talent.  We  need  visionary  means  to 
accomplish  “Kingdom”  ends.  If  vision 
becomes  the  servant  of  implementation, 
then  we  move  from  having  a  vision  to 
living  the  vision. 

So,  what  does  this  mean  for  our  life 
together?  It  surely  means  that  we  will 
cease  wringing  our  hands  in  uncertainty 
over  what  God  wants  us  to  be  about.  We 
already  know  that  Jesus  was  the  living 
vision  that  proclaimed  the  wonderful 
word  of  forgiveness  that  cleanses  and 
that  he  fed  the  the  hungry,  cared  for  the 
suffering,  attacked  injustice  and  became 
a  living  sign  of  a  new  way  to  order  life. 
Now,  knowing  that,  let  our  vision 
seeking  really  be  “strategy  discernment” 
for  “making  plain  the  vision.” 

Dan  E.  Solomon 


'We  don't  need  a 
vision  nearly  so 
much  as  we  need  to 
get  on  with  living 
the  Jesus  vision...' 


Celebrate  National  Donor  Sabbath  Nov.  1 4 


The  UMC  recognizes  the  life-giving 
benefits  of  organ  and  tissue  donations, 
and  it  encourages  Christians  to  sign  and 
carry  cards  attesting  to  their  commitment 
to  give  organs  upon  their  death  (Book  of 
Resolutions,  p.  123). 

National  Donor  Sabbath  is  Nov.  14. 
Sponsored  by  the  Department  of 
Transplantation  at  Health  and  Human 


Services,  the  day  offers  an  opportunity  for 
UM  churches  to  encourage  such 
donations. 

For  information,  call  Mary  Ganikos, 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services,  at  (301)  443-7577 

(www.organdonor.gov). 

This  is  a  way  to  make  a  difference. 

-from  UM  NEWSCOPE 


Fall  Convocation  1 999 


Photos  by  Jim  Smilie 


Fall  Convocation  ‘99 
was  celebrated  carnival- 
style  at  the  Conference 
Center  Saturday,  Sept.  25. 

Over  900  youth  from 
across  the  state  gathered 
for  a  day  of  fun  and 
fellowship. 

Above:  United 
Methodist  youth  tested 
their  Bible  and  religious 
knowledge  by  playing 
the  Christian  Wheel  of 
Trivia. 

Right:  Brittany  Moore 
of  St.  Luke’s  UMC, 
Shreveport,  waits  for  the 
inevitable  at  the  pie¬ 
throwing  booth. 
Below:  Kids  of  all  ages 
had  fun  jumping  in  the 
space  walk. 
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Immanuel  UMC 

By  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

On  the  vinyl  banner  hanging  above  the 
altar  at  Immanuel  UMC,  Lafayette,  read 
words  key  to  the  church’s  mission:  “Bind¬ 
ing  Together  in  Spiritual  Growth.” 

“If  we  can  bind  together  in  love,”  says 
Pastor.  Rodney  Wooten,  “then  everything 
else  will  work  for  us.” 

In  fact,  everything  is  working  quite  well 
for  the  church,  whose  membership  has 
increased  to  115  from  73  a  little  more  than 
a  year  ago. 

“God  is  really  doing  something  here,” 
Wooten  said. 

And,  one  of  God’s  instrument  is  Wooten, 
who  has  made  a  priority  of  taking  an  active 
role  in  the  life  of  the  community. 

He  has  invited  area  political  leaders  to 
attend  worship  at  the  church,  including  the 
mayor  of  Lafayette.  They  have  come.  Cer¬ 
tificates  of  commendation  from  various 
officials  line  the  walls  of  his  office. 

Wooten  founded  the  Ministers’  Empow¬ 
erment  Association,  a  group  of  local  clergy 
concerned  with  the  needs  of  the  communi¬ 
ty.  He  has  plans  to  start  a  basketball  league 
where  kids  and  parents  alike  can  receive 
the  gospel. 

The  church  has  also  begun  an  after¬ 
school  tutoring  program  which  serves  27-32 
students  every  weekday.  A  retired  school 
principle  helps  run  the  program,  which  has 
received  approval  from  the  State  of 
Louisiana.  Wooten  convinced  a  local  insur¬ 
ance  company  to  donate  three  computers 
for  student’s  use. 

“If  the  church  is  not  part  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  then  basically,  to  me,  you’re  not  part 
of  anything.  The  church  has  to  be  that  com¬ 
munity.  It  has  to  be  that  beacon  of  light. 
Everything  should  be  centered  around  the 
church." 

Immanuel’s  Church  Growth  Committee 
works  to  make  the  church  better  known  in 


,  Lafayette,  lakes  root  in  community  life 


the  area.  For  example,  it  recently  sponsored 
a  successful  kite-flying  day  for  community 
youth. 

“We  just  try  to  come  up  with  new  ideas 
and  techniques  to  bring  people  in,”  Wooten 
said. 

Another  reason  for  the  church’s  growth 
has  been  its  “come  as  you  are”  philosophy, 
Wooten  said. 

“That  has  really  worked  for  us,”  he  said 
of  welcoming  people  in  whatever  sort  of 
dress  they  may  wish  to  wear.  Many  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  do  dress  up,  he 
said,  but  many  others  choose  not  to. 

In  fact,  Wooten  only  wears  formal  robes 


Rev.  Rodney  Wooten,  pastor  at  Immanuel  UMC,  Lafayette,  prays  for 
on  the  first  Sunday  a  member  of  his  church  after  annointing  her  with  oil. 
of  every  month.  On  Above,  members  sing  ‘The  Jesus  in  Me  Loves  the  Jesus  in  You’ 


one  recent  Sunday,  gospel-style, 
he  wore  overalls. 

The  church  also  tries  to  reach  people  on 
their  level  by  eliminating  some  of  the  ritu¬ 
als  that  may  have  worked  in  earlier  times 
for  other  churches  but  which  don't  work 
for  Immanuel. 

“We  have  a  really  high-energy  worship 
service.  We’re  not  really  into  the  rituals,  but 
we’re  into  the  praising  and  the  worship¬ 
ping.  You’ll  enjoy  yourself,  that’s  a  guaran¬ 
tee.  You  will  not  be  bored.” 

Immanuel  has  what  might  be  considered 


1  OCX)  Club  supports  Immanuel  with  building  funds 

Immanuel  UMC,  Lafayette,  has  received  funds  from  various  conference  entities  to 
help  further  its  ministry. 

The  Conference  Church  Extension  Team  has  supplemented  the  pastor’s  salary  and 
the  Acadiana  District  contributed  $10,000  to  the  church’s  budget. 

More  support  has  come  from  the  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1,000  Club,  which  has  provided 
Immanuel  with  $90,000  for  its  initial  buildings  plans,  including  a  sanctuary  to 
accommodate  1,000  worshippers. 

“Our  rapidly  changing  world  has  forced  our  conference  to  find  new  and  innovative 
ways  to  approach  the  formation  of  new  congregations,”  said  Paul  White,  chairman  of 
the  1,000  Club. 

Over  the  past  47  years,  the  organization  has  provided  more  than  $2.5  million  to 
nearly  60  fledgling  United  Methodist  churches. 


Photos  this  page  by  Joshua  Lewis 

a  traditional  black  spiritual  style  of  worship, 
he  said. 

'  “We  do  the  ‘Passing  of  the  Peace’  three 
times  during  worship.”  That’s  important, 
because  the  church  is  like  a  hospital,  he 
said.  People  come  to  be  healed  and  com¬ 
forted  and  to  find  fellowship  with  one 
another. 

Wooten  also  has  helped  members  see 
what  potential  lies  in  the  church.  “They  did 
not  see  themselves  growing,”  Wooten  said 
of  the  congregation  when  he  arrived.  “In 
fact,  they  were  dying;  now.  they  have  a 
vision  and  we’re  ready  to  expand.” 

The  church  already  has  the  blueprints 
for  a  new  sanctuary  capable  of  accommo¬ 
dating  1,000  people. 

“God  gave  me  a  vision  that  we’re  going 
the  have  standing-room-only  in  a  very  short 
time,”  he  said. 

Wooten’s  goal  for  Immanuel  is  to  have 
100  new’  members  by  June,  2000. 

“This  church  has  so  much  potential.  It 
can  really  be  an  explosive  force  for  Christ 
in  this  community.” 


About  this  page:  These  are  the  first  of  several  articles  brought  to  you  by  the  Louisiana  Conference  Church  Extension  Team  to  highlight  new  or  'tranformed'  congregations 


Pastor  of  new  church  asks  for  support:  prayer,  hymnals 

„ *-  T  ~  r  r  T  .  .  , 


It  is  with  great  joy  that  I  write  to  you  as 
the  founding  pastor  of  the  newest  church  in 
our  conference.  North  Cross  United 
Methodist  Church,  Madisonville,  in  the 
North  Shore  District  is  off  to  a  good  start, 
with  a  temporary  office  and  a  core  group  of 
people  who  are  excited  to  help  with 
establishing  a  new  church.  The  first 
worship  service  will  be  held  Dec.  5,  and  I 
want  to  ask  for  your  support  in  two 
important  ways: 

First,  please  pray  intentionally  every 
week  for  North  Cross  as  we  approach  our 
first  service  on  Dec.  5.  This  might  be  done 
through  a  prayer  ministry,  in  a  board 
meeting  or  a  Sunday  School  class  or  Bible 
study.  It  may  be  that  you  can  lift  us  up  each 
Sunday  in  worship.  Pray  that  the  people  in 
this  area  will  feel  called  by  God  to  come  to 
that  first  worship  service. 

Secondly,  I  am  asking  each 


congregation  in  the  conference  for  one 
hymnal.  I  want  the  people  to  know  at  the 
outset  of  our  new 
church,  that  we  are  not 
some  independent, 
non-denominational 
church,  but  we  are  part 
of  a  connectional 
church,  a  large  family 
of  United  Methodists 
across  Louisiana  and 
beyond.  On  our  very 
first  Sunday,  I  am  going 
to  ask  each  worshipper 
to  take  a  look  at  the 
hymnal  he  or  she  is 
holding  and  notice  the 


Louisiana  are,  at  that  moment,  on  that  very 
morning,  praying  aloud  in  their  own 
worship  services  for 
our  new  church  and 
that  God  will  bless  us 
as  we  begin  our 
journey  together  as  a 
new'  congregation.  If 
you  send  a  hymnal, 
please  have  the  people 
in  your  church  sign  the 
inside  cover  and  write 
prayers  for  us.  Include 
your  church’s  name. 

During  the  offering 
on  our  first  Sunday,  I 


_ will  ask  the  North 

name  of  the  church  on  Rev-  Flint  Shea,  newly  appointed  pastor  of  Cross  congregation  to 
the  front  or  inside  N°f  Cross  UMC,  Madisonville,  celebrates  mrn  to  the  front  cover 

cover.  They  will  know  of  .he  hymnal  and  read 

that  churches  all  across  the  names  of  the 


pastors  and  the  people  who  have  signed 
their  names  and  written  prayers  for  us 
inside  the  hymnal.  I  am  confident  that  they 
will  experience  a  strong  sense  of 
connectedness  as  they  see  all  the  names  of 
so  many  United  Methodists  w'ho  are 
praying  for  us  in  that  moment. 

Each  week  as  we  gather  for  worship,  I 
am  going  to  ask  them  to  give  thanks  for  the 
church  represented  by  the  hymnal  they 
hold,  and  pray  that  God  will  bless  the 
endeavors  of  that  congregation  as  w'ell. 

Some  time  from  now,  North  Cross 
Church  will  be  able  to  reach  out  to  another 
new  church.  For  now,  I  need  the  help  of  all 
our  churches. 

Grace  and  Peace, 

Flint  E.  Shea 

Hymnals  can  be  sent  to:  North  Cross 
United  Methodist  Church,  Temporary’  Offices, 
5200  Hwy.  22,  Suite  2,  Mandeville,  LA  70471 
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Mrs.  Pearl  B.  McKay,  widow  of  Rev.  Emmett  L.  McKay 
will  celebrate  her  98th  birthday  Nov.  5.  Bom  in  1901, 
she  served  with  Rev.  McKay  in  Arkansas  and  then  in  all 
parts  of  Louisiana  from  1944  to  1966  when  he  retired. 
Mrs.  McKay  was  conference  director  of  children’s 
ministry  in  the  1950s. 


She  currently  lives  at  the  Live  Oak  Retirement  Center  in  Shreveport  and  has  many 
memories  of  her  years  of  service  to  the  UMC,  says  her  daughter  Betty  M.  Whitler  of 
Shreveport. 

Send  your  greetings  to  her  at:  600  E.  Floumoy-Lucas  Road,  Room  220,  Shreveport 
LA  71175. 

Happy  Birthday,  Mrs.  McKay! 


LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK 

A  glance  at  upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 

Register  now  for  Thom  Douglas  workshop  extraordinaire  at  Cornerstone 

The  New  Orleans  District  is  sponsoring  a  contemporary  and  blended  music  and 
drama  workshop  led  by  Thom  Douglas,  drama  and  music  teacher  and  performer 
extraordinaire,  Friday  and  Saturday,  Oct.  29-30  at  Cornerstone  UMC,  5276  Bullard 
Avenue,  New  Orleans.  No  pastor,  musician,  worship  leader,  drama  director  or  actor 
will  want  to  miss  this  outstanding  opportunity. 

Douglas,  who  was  music  and  worship  leader  for  the  clergy  retreat  last  January,  is 
a  professional  musician/music  director  and  the  praise  team  leader  at  Garden  City 
UMC  in  Pittsburg,  Penn.  He  has  degrees  in  music  education  and  voice  performance 
and  is  on  the  faculty  at  Carnegie  Mellon  University. 

Douglas  has  a  fresh  approach  to  presenting  the  Christian  message  through  music 
that  appeals  to  people  everywhere.  This  workshop  will  be  customized  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  attendees. 

Registration  fee  is  $25  for  adults,  $10  for  children  and  youth,  and  includes  dinner 
Friday  and  breakfast  Saturday.  Lunch  will  be  available  for  $5. 

Call  Barbara  Murray,  district  missioner,  at  (504)  488-5430  for  registration  forms  or 
more  information. 

Asbury  UMC,  Clinton,  to  celebrate  107  years 

Asbury  UMC,  Clinton,  will  celebrate  its  107th  anniversary  Oct.  24.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  come  celebrate  with  the  congregation.  Rev.  Ulysse  Stephens,  pastor  of  the 
Scott  Chapel-Rosedale  Charge  and  Hartzell  UMC  in  Port  Allen,  will  deliver  the 
sermon.  Rev.  Demetric  Slaughter  is  the  pastor.  Call  him  at  (225)  388-9412  for  more 

information. 
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CONFERENCE 

Program  Calendar 

October 

20  Conference  Mission  Funding 
Team,  Conference  Center 

21- 22  Town  and  Country  Training, 

Conference  Center 

WjrA 

22  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  Fall  Meeting,  First 
UMC,  Alexandria 

22- 24  The  Academy  for  Spiritual 

Leadership 

23  Conference  Center  Board, 
Conference  Center 

23  Board  of  Laity,  Conference 

23  Conference  Ministries  Team, 
Conference  Center 

24  Good  Samaritan  Sunday 

29-30  Thom  Douglas  Music  and  Drama 
Workshop,  Cornerstone  UMC, 
New  Orleans 

30  Meeting  of  delegations  for 
General/Jurisdictional 
Conferences,  Conference  Center 


Faith  and  Social  Justice 
Award  winners 

The  LUM  Review  captured  a  few  of  the  Faith 
and  Social  Justice  Award  winners  at  their  moment 

of  recognition. 
Right:  Fred  Banks 
Bottom  left:  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles  and  his  mother, 

Mrs.  Bonnie  Pyles 
Bottom  right:  Neal  Christie  (left),  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  Fred  and 

Bessie  Blank. 

Photos  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 


Correction 


The  Good  Samaritan  Sunday  supplement  in  the  Oct.  1  issue  of  the  LUM  Review 
incorrectly  identified  the  date  of  observance  as  Oct.  10.  The  official  conference  date 
of  observance  for  Good  Samaritan  Sunday  is  Oct..  24. 

We  regret  any  confusion  this  may  have  caused  and  ask  you  to  please  give 
generously  to  this  offering  which  provides  essential  support  to  Peoples  Community 
Center,  Lafon  Home  and  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  all  located  in  New 
Orleans. 


UMCOR  hotline 


The  Council  of  Bishops,  in 
conjunction  with  UMCOR  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  has  issued  a  Church¬ 
wide  Appeal  for  Major  Storm  Devastation 
‘99,  Advance  #982460-1.  This  appeal  will 
assist  persons  affected  by  Hurricane 
Floyd  in  North  Carolina,  the  Bahamas, 
New  Jersey,  Virginia,  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  and  those 
recovering  from  the  May  tornadoes  in 
Oklahoma  and  Kansas.  Funds  will  be 
used  to  provide  relief  and  rehabilitation 
for  people  of  the  affected  churches  and 
conferences  and  to  repair  and 
reconstruct  church  buildings  and 
property. 

UMCOR  staff  members  estimate  that  at 
least  $5  million  will  be  needed  from 
United  Methodists  to  assist  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  and  other  states  recover 
from  flooding  caused  by  Hurricane 
Floyd.  UMCOR  and  conference  disaster 
workers  are  developing  long-term 
recovery  plans  which  include:  needs 
assessment,  volunteer  organization, 
material  resource  management  and 
providing  pastoral  care  and  trauma 
counseling. 


Because  of  Hurricane  Floyd,  the 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in  Louisiana 
(Baldwin)  is  completely  out  of  cleaning 
supplies.  Please  help  re-stock  the 
shelves.  Flood  bucket  kits,  individual 
cleaning  agents,  brooms,  mops,  sponges, 
and  buckets  are  needed.  Please  do  not 
send  bleach.  Call  the  Depot  at  (800)  814- 
8765  for  more  information. 

Taiwan  earthquake  damage  immense 
UMCOR  staff  who  have  been  to  Taiwan 
report  that  media  coverage  does  not 
capture  the  immensity  of  damage  from  the 
earthquake.  Temporary  housing  for  the 
next  two  years  is  the  greatest  concern,  as 
is  unemployment  and  emotional  support 
for  those  who  have  been  traumatized.  The 
churches  are  developing  long-term 
recovery  plans.  Please  give  to  UMCOR 
Advance  #201325-3,  “Taiwan  Earthquake.” 

Gifts  can  be  made  through  your  local 
UMC.  Call  (800)  554-8583  for  credit  card 
donations  Volunteers  may  call  the 
Louisiana  Conference  VIM  Office  at  (888) 
239-5286  or  the  Depot  at  (800)  918-3100. 

Please  pray  for  all  who  have  suffered 
from  natural  disasters  in  so  many  parts  of 
the  world.-- from  the  UMCOR  hotline  at 
http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor-hotline 
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Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  convenes  in  New  Orleans 


by  Bobbie  Armstrong 
Editor 

Worship  comes  in  many  forms— 
sometimes  quiet,  often  solomn.  But, 
on  a  Thursday  evening  in  early 
October,  God  rocked  the  house  in 
worship  at  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  New 
Orleans.  Amen! 

The  celebration  was  part  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
(BMCR)  meeting  hosted  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  BMCR  chapter 
and  held  in  New  Orleans  at  the  Hyatt 
Hotel  Oct.  7-9-  Leadership,  both  clergy 
and  laity— including  the  national  BMCR 
president,  attended. 

The  kick-off  worship  service  held 
after  a  home-cooked  dinner  in  the 
brand  new  fellowship  hall  at  Mt.  Zion,  sizzled  in  the 
spirit  provided  by  two  of  the  conferences  most  dynamic 
church  choirs:  Mt.  Zion  (New  Orleans)  and  Roberts  UMC, 
Denham  Springs. 

“What  a  joy!  You  have  ministered  to  my  spirit,  my 
own  soul,”  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  told  the  choirs  and  the 
congregation  when  he  rose  to  the  podium  to  give  his 
keynote  address.  “I  wish  we  could  pick  this  spirit  up  and 
put  it  in  every  church  in  the  conference.” 

The  bishop  urged  the  gathering  to  stay  with  the  recipe 
of  faith  Jesus  used,  to  forsake  bitterness  for  love,  to  stay 
connected  to  the  broken  and  the  brokenness  of  life  and 
to  be  intentional  and  passionate  about  nurturing  the 

spirituality  of  the 
church. 

The  newly 
revived  Louisiana 
Conference  BMCR 
is  chaired  by  Rev. 
Karl  Clark,  who 
says  there  is  a 
need  for  the 
group,  “not  to 
agitate,  but  to  be 
supportive  and  to 
ensure  that  peace 
and  justice  are 
preserved  for  all 
ethnic  groups  in 
the  UMC.” 

Photos  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 


Above:  The  Mt. 
Zion  choir 
opened  the  first 
worship  service 
for  the  SCJ 
BMCR  meeting 
in  New  Orleans. 

Right: 
Joyce  Gross, 
director  of  the 
Roberts  UMC 
choir,  sings  a 
solo.  The 
Roberts  Choir 
has  been  asked 
to  sing  at 
General 
Conference  in 
Cleveland  next 
year. 

Below:  Rev.  Ken 
Fisher,  pastor, 
Warren  UMC, 
Lake  Charles 
played 
trombone 
during  the 
worship  service. 
Left:  Rev.  Robert 
Harrington, 
former  New 
Orleans  District 
superintendent, 
serves  Holy 
Communion 


Uskichitto  turns  30 


On  Oct.  16,  a 
glorious  fall  day 
in  LeBlanc,  La., 
Uskichitto  Retreat 
Center  celebrated 
30  years  of 
camping  ministry 
in  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  The 
Children’s  Choir 
from  Horseshoe 
Drive  UMC., 
Alexandria 
(above)  and  Mrs. 

Marguerite 
Primeaux,  one  of 
the  founders  of 
the  camp, 
participated  in 
the  days 
festivities  which 
included  a 
worship  service. 

Uskichitto  is 
supported  by  the 
Acadiana, 
Alexandria  and 
Lake  Charles 
Districts. 
Photos  by  Bobbie 
Armstrong 
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Being  and  Doing 

Lions  and 
Lambs 


A  recent  national  poll  identified  the 
major  challenges  we  face  in  the  new 
millennium.  Leading  the  list  is  “living 
together  in  harmony.” 

Doesn’t  that  strike  you  as  a 
remarkable  invitation  to  United 
Methodists  to  make  a  genuine  and 
positive  impact  on  what  persons  are 
saying  is  a  major  challenge?  Amidst  the 
myriad  of  needs  that  we  suppose  are 
high  priority  for  the  new  millennium, 
such  as  technology,  accelerated 
communication,  supply  and  distribution 
of  food,  etc.,  is  the  major  challenge  of 
living  together  in  harmony — the  very 
need  for  which  we  and  Christ’s 
community  have  some  special  expertise 
and  some  wonderful  good  news. 

The  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  that  life 
together  can  be 
marked  by  love, 
forgiveness,  sharing, 
caring,  giving — the 
very  qualities  that 
create  harmony  and 
holy  relationships. 

When  the  church  is  at 
its  best,  it  models  life  1 

together  in  a  way  that  removes  the 
dividing  walls  of  hostility  and 
demonstrates  the  family  of  humanity 
living  in  reconciled  relationships,  with 
mutual  encouragement  abounding. 

The  forthcoming  General  Conference 
will  be  an  opportunity  for  United 
Methodists  to  bear  witness  to  living 
together  in  harmony.  Already  the  storm 
clouds  are  gathering  over  Cleveland. 
Folks  with  competing  agendas  have 
accelerated  their  “lobbying”  initiatives. 
“Battle  language”  abounds.  “Turning 
back  the  forces  of  evil,”  “rescuing  the 
church,”  “saving  the  soul  of  Methodism” 
are  phrases  that  we  are  hurling  at  one 
another.  Defining  our  order  has  become 
a  higher  priority  than  demonstrating  life 
together  in  Jesus  Christ. 

In  a  nation  where  racial  tensions 
abound  and  hate  groups  flourish,  United 
Methodism  is  going  to  be  hard  pressed  to 


give  reconciling  leadership  which 
demonstrates  the  ascendancy  of  Jesus’ 
love  while  we  are,  at  the  same  time, 
enmeshed  in  the  descendancy  of  the 
“enemy  language”  used  by  people  with 
differing  perspectives  in  our 

congregations  and  our  General 

Conference. 

We  even  use  holy  scriptures  in  unholy 
ways — beating  people  over  the  head 

with  the  particular  text  that  “proves”  our 
position,  while  at  the  same  time  ignoring 
and  even  violating  other  texts  with  which 
our  life  may  differ.  Are  not  Jesus’  words, 
“let  the  one  who  is  without  sin  cast  the 
first  stone,  ”a  caution  to  us? 

The  church  took  325  years  to  define 
the  full  divinity  and  the  full  humanity  of 
Jesus  (Council  of 

Nicea)  and  another 

125  years  (Council  of 
Chalcedon)  to 

explicate  the 

relationship  of  the 
two  natures  of  Jesus. 
Yet,  we  United 

Methodists  seem  to 
believe  that  every 
““ “ four  years  we  can 
fully  discern  God’s  will,  exegete  the  Holy 

Scriptures  definitively  and  speak 

authoritatively  on  a  host  of  matters  in 
church  and  society. 

Is  this  not  a  time  for  modesty  and 
humility?  Is  this  not  a  time  to  forego 
acrimonious  debate  on  what  divides  us, 
not  ignoring  deeply  held  convictions,  but 
rather,  placing  them  for  a  time  in  the 
hands  of  a  loving  God  to  be  sheltered  for 
a  season  while  we  busy  ourselves  living 
together  compassionately,  lovingly, 
generously — all  in  Jesus  name?  Isn’t  the 
beginning  of  a  new  millennium  a 
strategic  time  to  demonstrate  to  a  society 
fragmented  by  enmity  that  in  Jesus  Christ 
there  is  a  way  of  life  together  that  is  so 
reconciling,  so  loving,  so  miraculous  that 
even  lions  and  lambs  feed  together — and 
not  on  each  otheh 


‘Defining  our  order  has 
become  a  higher 
priority  than 
demonstrating  life 
together  in  Jesus  Christ. 


IMPORTANT:  PLEASE  NOTE 

From :  Division  of  Program  and  Benevolence  Interpretation, 

United  Methodist  Communications 
The  fax  number  for  ordering  resources  is  incorrect  on  the  Special 
Sundays  2000  “Make  a  world  of  difference  in  six  days”  flier  recently  sent  to 
pastors  and  other  church  leaders.  Please  correct  the  fax  number  to  read: 

(770)  442-9742. 


_ WORDS  OF  WITNESS 

Staying  up  late  ...  to  pray 


By:  Rev.  Weldon  Bares 
Springhill  UMC 

I’ve  co-directed  Junior  High  summer 
church  camp  for  the  last  13  years.  I 
thought  that  I’d  seen  it  all,  but  this 
summer  I  experienced  something  new. 

It  was  the  closing  night  of  camp.  It 
was  nearly  11  p.m.  We  had  just 
concluded  our  closing  commitment 
service.  Nearly  all  of  the  90  kids  had 
made  commitments  of  faith  to  Christ. 

Everyone  had  gone  to  their  cabins.  I 
was  in  Boys  Cabin  #1... tired  from 
preaching...  tired  from  a  week  of 
camp. ..ready  for  a  good  night’s  sleep. 

I  was  getting  ready  to  take  out  my 
contacts  when  a  boy  from  another  cabin 
knocked  on  the  door.  He  asked  for 
permission  for  all  of  the  boys  who 
wanted  to  do  so  to  gather  in  a  central 
meeting  place. ..to  pray.  (The  girls  were 
on  the  other  side  of  the  camp.) 

I  reluctantly  and  suspiciously  gave  my 


consent.  I  figured  that  they  were  just 
vying  for  more  time  to  stay  up  on  this 
last  night  of  camp.  But  I  was  wrong. 
Very  wrong. 

I  joined  the  boys  in  that  meeting  place 
late  that  night.  Thirty-two  junior  high 
boys.  Without  anyone  telling  them  to, 
they  sat  in  a  circle  and  took  turns  praying 
aloud.  They  prayed  prayers  of 
thanksgiving  to  God  for  touching  their 
lives.  Some  of  them  even  cried  as  they 
prayed. 

As  I  walked  back  to  my  cabin,  I 
offered  to  God  my  own  prayer  of 
thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving  for  a  safe 
week  of  camp. ..for  His  Spirit  touching 
the  lives  of  so  many  kids.. .for  32  junior 
high  boys  who  wanted  to  stay  up  late  to 
pray. 

I  thanked  God  for  teaching  me  a 
valuable  lesson  and  reminding  me  once 
again  of  how  much  I  believe  in  church 
summer  camp. . 


Children  invited  to  send  artwork  for  General 
Conference  display 


CLEVELAND  (UMNS)  —  United 
Methodist  children  are  being  invited  to 
submit  artwork  that  will  be  projected  on 
screens  and  displayed  throughout  the 
Cleveland  Convention  Center  during  the 
church’s  General  Conference  May  2-12. 

The  commission  planning  the 
conference  approved  the  idea  Oct.  9  as  a 
way  of  emphasizing  a  churchwide 
initiative  on  children.  The  group  also 
agreed  that  an  offering  taken  during  an 
opening  communion  service  will  be 


directed  to  the  churchwide  initiative 
“Hope  for  the  Children  of  Africa.” 

Children  are  invited  to  submit  original 
art  on  the  conference  theme,  “We  who 
are  many  are  one  body.”  The  art  should 
be  prepared  on  8  ‘/z-by-11  white  paper 
and  mailed  by  March  1 .  The  young  artists 
are  asked  to  put  their  first  name,  age,  city 
and  state  on  the  artwork  and  to  enclose 
a  small,  school-type  photo,  if  possible. 
Send  to  Steve  Zekoff,  1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  IL  60201. 


Support  Action  Ministry  (SAM)  Grants  for  Local  Church  Mission  Projects 
Applications  and  Re-applications  Due  Now 

Each  year  the  Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries  awards  Support  Action  Ministry 
(SAM)  Grants  to  assist  local  churches  in  the  establishment  of  new  mission  projects. 
Traditionally,  priority  has  been  give  to  those  projects  serving  the  needs  of  children  and  youth 
at  risk.  A  SAM  Grant  may  be  awarded  up  to  $2,500;  churches  may  reapply  for  grants  for  three 
consecutive  years.  Churches  wishing  to  apply  may  call  or  write  the  SAM  Committee  Chair, 
Rev.  Carol  Winn,  for  an  application:  225-293-4440,  Jefferson  UMC,  10328  Jefferson  Hwy., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809.  Deadline  for  neu>  applications  and  reapplications  is  Dec.  1. 


Crucifixion 

painting  by  He  Qi 

What  common  values  do  you 
communicate  through  this  painting ? 
The  church  has  a  responsibility  to 
get  involved  in  justice,  to  provide 
homes  for  the  homeless,  give  shelter  to 
the  poor,  to  give  strength  to  the  sick, 
to  feed  the  starving,  to  clothe  the  poor 
and  to  visit  those  in  prison.  But  the 
key  emphasis  in  this  painting  as  in  all 
my  paintings  is  peace-something  we 
all  are  in  need  of  in  big  amounts  as  we 
enter  another  millennium. 
From  an  interview  in  action,  news 
publication  of  the  World  Association  of 
Christian  Communication. 
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Hispanic  ministries  forge  ahead  in  N.O.  District 


By  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

There  are  more  than  90,000  Hispanic 
people  living  in  Louisiana  by  official  esti¬ 
mates.  Some  put  the  number  at  closer  to 
250,000.  The  Louisiana  Conference  has  set 
out  to  reach  them. 

The  work  of  the  Hispanic  Ministries 
Task  Force  has  gained  new  momentum 
recently  with  a  $50,000  grant  and  two  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  (GBGM). 

Rev.  Samuel  Calvo  of  Costa  Rica  and 
Rev.  Maribel  Mojica  of  Puerto  Rico,  serving 
in  the  New  Orleans  District,  are  pastors  of 
congregations  sharing  the  same  facilities, 
Messiah  UMC  and  El  Mesias  UMC  in  Ken¬ 
ner.  Messiah  is  an  “Anglo”  congregation;  El 
Mesias  is  Hispanic.  But  together,  Calvo  and 
Mojica  are  doing  more  than  shepherding 
churches — they  are  spearheading  the  effort 
to  minister  to  the  needs  of  Hispanic  people 
throughout  the  New  Orleans  area. 

The  missionaries  address  both  spiritual 
needs  and  pragmatic  ones. 

Calvo  has  begun  two  weekly  radio  pro¬ 
grams  on  “La  Fabulosa,”  WFNO-830  AM  in 
New  Orleans.  Airing  from  7:30-8  a.m.  and 
9:30-10  a.m.  every  Saturday,  the  programs 
offer  everything  from  worship  and  prayer 
to  singing  and  live  counseling  for  callers. 

“This  is  a  big  opportunity,  because  many 
people  start  by  hearing  this  program  and 
sometimes  they  want  to  see  the  pastor  or  to 
see  where  The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
located,”  Calvo  said. 

One  recent  caller  to  the  program  asked 
if  there  was  a  United  Methodist  church  near 
Canal  St.  in  New  Orlean’s  city  center. 

“Yes,  we  have  it,”  Calvo  responded  to 
the  listener,  “but  it’s  in  ‘Anglo.’” 

That  call  points  to  one  of  the  greatest 
needs  and  objectives  for  the  missionaries 
and  the  Hispanic  Ministries  Task  Force  as  a 
whole:  to  start  a  Hispanic  congregation  in 
the  heart  of  New  Orleans,  where  much  of 
the  Hispanic  population  resides. 

“We  are  trying  to  develop  one  in  center 
city,  but  that  hasn’t  quite  come  to  fruition 
yet.  That’s  what  we  are  working 
towards-doing  all  of  the  things  to  get  a 
congregation  there,”  -said  Pete  Aguila,  chair 
of  the  Hispanic  Ministries  Task  Force. 

Such  a  congregation  could  be  the  nucle¬ 
us  of  Hispanic  ministries  in  the  city,  he 
said. 

Furthermore,  that  inner-city  population 
is  the  one  most  in  need  of  help,  Mojica 
said.  Many  of  the  Hispanic  residents  in 
areas  such  as  Kenner  are  essentially  middle 
class  and  have  more  financial  resources 
and  better  English-speaking  skills,  she  said. 

Language,  together  with  other  issues  of 
assimilation  into  American  society,  consti¬ 
tutes  one  of  the  pragmatic  needs  of  His- 
panics  in  the  United  States. 

Calvo  and  Mojica  want  to  establish  English 
as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  classes,  as  well  as 


Rev.  Samuel  Calvo,  a  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (GBGM)  missionary  and  pastor 
of  Messiah  UMC,  Kenner,  gives  his  weekly  radio  show  at  “La  Fabulosa,”  WFNO-830  AM  in 
New  Orleans.  The  program  is  a  strong  tool  for  reaching  out  to  the  local  Hispanic 
community.  Below,  at  the  1999  Annual  Conference,  GBGM  official  Conrado  Soltero 
presents  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  and  members  of  the  Hispanic  Ministries  Task  Force  with  a 
$50,000  matching  grant  for  developing  Hispanic  ministries  in  Louisiana. 


Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 


programs  to  help 
with  immigration 
issues  and  obtaining 
a  General  Equivalen¬ 
cy  Degree. 

Hispanic  resi¬ 
dents  also  need 
help  with  citizen¬ 
ship  classes  and 
medical  care — 
many,  especially 
the  poorer  ones, 
do  not  have  health 
insurance,  Mojica 
said. 

Another  of  the 
missionaries’  goals 
is  to  establish  a  community  center  in  New 


"Not  all  of  the  people  are  going 
to  be  members  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  but  the 
church  is  going  to  be  in  the 
street  and  in  the  community 
working  with  the  people." 

-GBGM  missionary  Maribel  Mojica 

Orleans  where  some  or  all  of  these  needs 
can  be  met,  Calvo  said. 

“Not  all  of  the  people  are  going  to  be 
members  of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
but  the  church  is  going  to  be  in  the  street 
and  in  the  community  working  with  the 
people,”  she  said. 

The  New  Orleans  area  represents  the 
first  phase  of  work  for  the  Hispanic  Min¬ 
istries  Task  Force.  Next  up  will  be  Baton 
Rouge,  where  there  is  also  a  substantial 


Hispanic  population,  Aguila  said.  The  third 
phase  of  the  task  force’s  plan  will  address 
the  needs  of  populations  in  the  Acadiana 
and  Alexandria  Districts. 

In  the  meantime,  the  needs  of  the  min¬ 
istry  in  the  New  Orleans  area  present  a  big 
enough  challenge. 

Mojica  said  the  ministry  needs  volun¬ 
teers  to  work  in  programs  such  as  ESL. 

This  points  up  another  of  the  missionar¬ 
ies’  goals.  They  want  to  get  more  Anglos 
involved  in  Hispanic  ministries  and  foster  a 
mixing  of  the  two  cultures. 

The  biggest  challenge  to  this  goal  is  the 
language  barrier.  Not  being  able  to  speak 
with  each  other  naturally  keeps  people 
apart,  Mojica  said. 

Aside  from  volunteers,  the  ministry  con¬ 
tinually  needs  funds  and,  ultimately,  space 
for  the  community  center  that  will  house  it. 

Calvo  and  Mojica,  who  have  been 
appointed  to  their  positions  for  three  years, 
are  optimistic  about  what  lies  ahead  for 
Hispanic  ministries  in  Louisiana,  but  they 
are  also  realistic. 

“It’s  a  big  challenge,”  Calvo  said.  “It’s 
going  to  take  a  lot  more  than  three  years.” 


UMCom  sharpens 
focus,  resources 
on  Hispanics 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  communications 
agency  is  launching  an  initiative  aimed  at 
better  meeting  the  needs  of  Hispanic  com¬ 
munities  in  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico. 

Hispanics  collectively  are  the  fastest- 
growing  ethnic  group  in  the  United  States, 
and  will  account  for  29  percent  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation  by  the  year  2050,  according  to 
research  commissioned  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  (UMCom).  In 
serving  them,  the  church  will  have  to  pro¬ 
vide  more  sharply  focused  resources  and 
also  overcome  a  sense  of  disconnected¬ 
ness  that  many  Hispanics  feel  in  the 
denomination,  research  showed. 

Governing  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Communication 
approved  the  strategic  plan  at  their  Oct. 
14-15  meeting  in  Nashville.  The  initiative 
will  include  establishing  a  Hispanic 
Resources  Team,  refocusing  the  agency’s 
el  lnterprete  magazine,  and  using  radio, 
television  and  the  Internet  to  reach  His¬ 
panic  people  more  effectively. 

“I  am  really  very,  very  happy  to  hear 
this  report  and  these  recommendations,” 
said  Samuel  de  la  Rosa,  president  of  La 
Junta  Consultiva  de  Comunicaciones,  an 
advisory  group  that  worked  with  a 
UMCom  task  force  on  the  plan.  If  the  rec¬ 
ommendations  are  carried  out,  “I  will  be 
the  happiest  man  on  the  face  of  the  earth,” 
said  de  la  Rosa,  of  Puerto  Rico. 

The  commission  endorsed  the  UMCom 
plan  unanimously  and  affirmed  it  with 
applause. 

“It  is  a  major  piece  of  work,”  said  Bish¬ 
op  Sharon  Rader  of  Sun  Prairie,  Wis.,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  commission. 

One  of  the  overarching  findings  of  the 
research  is  that  Hispanic  United  Methodists 
feel  distanced  from  the  denomination,  said 
commission  member  Felix  Gutierrez  of  San 
Francisco,  who  worked  with  the  group 
that  produced  the  report. 

“Despite  the  ideal  of  a  united  commu¬ 
nity  of  faith,  Hispanic  United  Methodists 
across  the  nation  and  in  Puerto  Rico  exhib¬ 
ited  a  palpable  sense  of  marginalization 
from  the  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
disconnection  from  Hispanics  in  other 
jurisdictions,”  according  to  the  research  by 
Valdez  &  Associates  of  Mountain  View, 
Calif. 

The  research  also  showed  that  Hispan¬ 
ics  value  the  larger  church  in  their  lives 
and  want  to  develop  a  stronger  connection 
to  it,  Gutierrez  said. 

This  presents  a  strategic  opportunity  for 
strengthening  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Hispanic  communications  efforts, 
he  said. 

“The  church  is  important  to  us,  and  we 
want  to  feel  we  are  important  to  the 
church,”  he  said. 
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Asbury  UMC  walks 
labyrinth  of  faith 

A  replica  of  the  11 -circuit  Chartres 
Labyrinth,  laid  in  the  Chartres  Cathedral 
around  1201  A.D.,  was  placed  in  the  gym 
at  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  Oct.15-16. 

A  mini-retreat  for  women  held  Friday 
evening  gave  all  present  a  chance  to 
experience  the  labyrinth.  The  next  day,  it 
was  open  for  others  in  the  community  to 
walk. 

During  the  time  of  the  Crusades, 
labyrinths  were  used  to  symbolize  a 
pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land.  Some  were 
carved  onto  the  stone  walls  of  cathedrals, 
so  people  could  trace  them  with  their 
finger,  as  preparation  for  entering  to 
worship.  Today,  many  churches, 
communities  and  hospitals  are 
rediscovering  the  value  of  walking  prayer, 
like  that  in  a  labyrinth,  to  a  person’s 
wellness  and  spiritual  health. 

The  labyrinth  is  symbolic  of  each  of 
our  own  journeys  to  a  relationship  with 
God  and  back  out  again  into  the  world. 
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District  Disaster  Response  Team  prepares  in  advance 


By  Tony  Fontenot 

As  a  toddler  living  in  Grand 
Isle,  La.,  in  the  late  1960s,  excite¬ 
ment  is  the  only  emotion  I 
remember  from  when  my  family 
along  with  hundreds  of  others 
made  the  mass  exodus  out  of  the 
path  of  a  hurricane.  The  images  of 
the  beach  disappearing  and  water 
partially  covering  Highway  1  as 
the  storm  surge  approached  are 
some  of  the  most  vivid  in  my 
memory.  Hurricanes  were  fre¬ 
quent  back  then,  and  are  becom¬ 
ing  more  frequent  and  dangerous 
now. 


with  the  help  of  several  agencies, 
form  a  response  plan. 

The  American  Red  Cross, 
UMCOR  and  other  agencies  have 
made  a  commitment  to  help  train 
and  supply  the  team.  Quarterly 
training  meetings  have  been  sched¬ 
uled  to  help  develop  skills  and 
organize  disaster  response.  Courses 
such  as  Mass  Care,  Emergency 
Response,  Mitigation,  Shelter  Opera¬ 
tions,  Disaster  Assessment  and  Early 
Response  will  be  conducted  at  these 
meetings. 

In  exchange  for  training,  the 
teams  will  assist  the  American  Red 


As  the  East  Coast  recovers  from  The  Acadiana  District  has  formed  a  Disaster  Response  Team  to  Cross  in  providing  disaster  services 

massive  flooding,  the  Acadiana  PrePare  before  hurricanes  and  other  disasters  strike.  Members  to  their  communities.  Construction 

of  the  team  are  shown  above.  and  dean_up  teams  wiU  be  formed 

as  well.  Education  teams  will  provide  the 
churches  with  information  in  preparing  for 
disasters  as  well  as  identifying  people  at 
risk. 

The  team  is  designed  to  work  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Louisiana  Conference  and 
other  volunteer  agencies.  This  system  pro¬ 
vides  a  proper  form  of  communication  and 
control  vital  to  the  disaster  response  orga¬ 
nization. 

The  Acadiana  District  team  consists  of 
people  who  have  experienced  mass  disasters 
first-hand.  With  training,  cooperation,  organi¬ 
zation,  volunteerism  and  most  of  all,  faith,  the 
Acadiana  District  Disaster  Response  Team, 
along  with  other  districts  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  will  be  ready  to  respond  before 
a  disaster  strikes. 


District  is  taking  action  to  prepare 
for  the  future.  With  the  danger  of  hurri¬ 
canes  and  other  disasters  to  the  Acadiana 
District,  a  District  Disaster  Team  has  been 
formed.  For  approximately  a  year,  Confer¬ 
ence  Disaster  Response  Leaders  Rev. 
Robert  Ross  and  Rev.  Sue  Pugh  have  been 
meeting  and  brainstorming  with  district 
leaders  to  identify  needs  and  form  a  plan 
for  disaster  response. 

The  plan  calls  for  the  Acadiana  District 
to  be  separated  into  two  disaster  zones, 
which  can  better  support  each  other  in 
times  of  disaster.  The  Acadiana  North  dis¬ 
aster  leader  is  Carolyn  Guilbeau  of 
Lafayette.  The  Acadiana  South  disaster 
leader  is  Rev.  John  Lacascio  of  Patterson. 

The  most  difficult  part  of  forming  a  plan 
is  deciding  the  mission  of  the  team.  The 


team  is  structuredon  the  plan  from  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
called  Incident  Coordination  System  (ICS). 
Under  this  plan,  the  team  consists  of 
church  disaster  coordinators,  incident  coor¬ 
dinators,  and  coordinators  for  overall  plan¬ 
ning,  logistics,  donations,  media  relations, 
casework,  pastoral  care,  volunteer  manage¬ 
ment,  chaplain,  and  administration  and 
finance. 

Each  church  has  been  asked  to  supply  a 
church  disaster  coordinator  who  will  devel¬ 
op  a  disaster  plan  for  that  church.  They  will 
form  teams  to  respond  to  disasters  ranging 
from  local  emergencies  (residential  fires  or 
local  floods)  to  major  disasters  (hurricanes, 
mass  flooding,  tornadoes).  They  will  iden¬ 
tify  disaster  risks  to  their  communities  and 


National  Camping  Methodists  rally  in  Rayne  Northwood  UMC 

holds  second  annual 
pumpkin  patch 

The  annual  pumpkin  patch  festival  is 
being  held  at  Northwood  UMC  in  Lafayette 
through  Oct.  31. 

Children,  who  are  bussed  to  the  church 
from  several  area  schools,  pick  out  a 
pumpkin  they  like.  Later  they  return  with 
their  parents  to  pick 
it  up. 

Children  are  also 
treated  to  a  story 
time  in  which 
“actors”  and 

“actresses”  from  the 
church  portray  the 
characters  in  the 
story.  This  year’s 
story  is  “Albert’s  Halloween:  The  Case  of 
the  Missing  Pumpkin,”  written  and  illus¬ 
trated  by  Leslie  Tryon.  During  Halloween 
weekend,  there  will  be  game  booths,  a 
country  store,  food  and  rides. 

Last  year,  over  1400  children  attended 
the  event.  Five  families  joined  the  church 
as  a  result  of  attending  the  Pumpkin  Patch. 

“This  is  a  wonderful  way  for  our  church 
to  reach  out  to  the  children  and  the  par¬ 
ents  of  our  community,”  Northwood’s  pas¬ 
tor,  said  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  pastor. 
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By  Betty  Tripp 

The  1999  National  Camping  Methodists 
(NCM)  Rally  was  held  in  Rayne  in  July. 

Members  had  a  great  time  with  a  Mardi 
Gras  parade.  And  two  Louisiana  ministers, 
Rev.  Richard  Teeter  and  Rev.  Henry  Bow- 
don,  entertained  with  musical  selections. 
NCM  is  well  represented  in  the  Acadiana 
District,  with  members  from  churches  in 
Lafayette,  Patterson,  Houma,  and  Morgan 
City. 

Participants  are  already  looking  ahead 
to  the  rally  in  2000.  Dubbed  ‘Christian 
Campers  2000,’  this  rally  will  be  held  in 
Sedalia,  Mo.,  July  12-16  at  the  Missouri 
State  Fairgrounds.  This  event  is  open  to 
persons  of  all  denominations  who  enjoy 


Members  of  the  National  Camping 
Methodists  prepare  for  a  ‘Mardi  Gras’  parade. 

camping.  If  you  own  an  RV  and  would  like 
to  attend  this  Christian  Campers  2000  rally, 
contact  the  registrar,  Robert  Ney,  463  Santa 
Anna  Dr.,  Lake  Charles,  LA,  70611-5429- 


Members  of  First  UMC, 
Lafayette,  recently  formed  a 
mission  team  to  North  Star 
UMC  in  Nikis ki,  Alaska. 
Pictured  (1  to  r)  are:  Cheryl 
Edney,  Gloria  Hodges, 

Sarah  Schoeffler,  Ann 
Dalme  (bottom);  Sue 
Marshall,  Julie  Haack, 
Margie  Manuel,  Jo  Traweek 
(McGuire  UMC,  W.  Monroe) 
(middle  row);  Nanette  Van 
Ostrom  from  Houston,  Kay 
Reklef  Rev.  John  Henry, 
Pastor  at  North  Star  UMC, 
Len  Maughan,  Karolyn 
Maughan  (top  row). 
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Mission:  one  church's  'golden  vision' 


Natchitoches,  Youth  from  the  Vacation  Bible  School  at  First  UMC, 
Natchitoches,  assist  Navajo  children  in  art  activities. 


By  Thomas  “Red”  Hennigan 

Five  years  ago,  Rev.  James 
Poole,  minister  of  missions 
(and  former  pastor  and  Rus- 
ton  District  superintendent) 
received  a  brochure  describ¬ 
ing  the  New  Mexico  Navajo 
Agricultural  Products  Indus¬ 
try.  Rev.  Doug  Cain,  senior 
pastor,  Martie  Cain,  Children’s 
Ministry  coordinator,  Larry 
DeFratis,  project  director  and 
Rev.  Poole  joined  member 
volunteers  and  established  the 
First  UMC 
“Pumpkin  Patch”. 

Response  to  the  activity 
has  been  overwhelming,  and  it  has  devel¬ 
oped  into  an  annual  fall  event.  Local  com¬ 
munity  interest  has  generated  support, 
which  resulted  in  the  marketing  of  an  “18- 
wheeler  load”  of  pumpkins.  Children 
throughout  the  area  visit  “The  Patch”  for 
face  painting,  storytelling  and  selecting 
“their”  pumpkin.. 

Perhaps  the  most  rewarding  outgrowth 
has  been  the  Christian  fellowship  and  cohe¬ 
siveness  among  the  members  that  has 
developed  through  the  cooperative  project. 
Hence  came  the  “Golden  Vision”  during  the 
1998  venture.  Children,  youth  and  adults 
questioned,  “Why  can’t  we  go  see  where 
the  pumpkins  come  from?”  The  idea  of  the 
“New  Mexico  Mission  Trip”  was  bom. 

Forty-five  children,  youth  and  adults 
comprised  the  Vacation  Bible  School 
Team.  The  school  was  conducted  at  Ojo 
Amarillo  (o-ho  Am-o-rill-o)  UMC  with  Cain 
and  Yazzie  as  coordinators.  Forty  Navajo 
children  and  youth  joined  the  29  Natchi¬ 
toches  visitors  for  intercultural  experiences 
in  witness  for  Jesus  Christ. 

Four  work  teams  participated  in  a  diver¬ 


sity  of  tasks:  one  group  erected  a  privacy 
fence  for  a  housing  project;  another  team 
completed  the  insulation  and  interior  sheet 
rocking  of  a  home;  a  group  restored  a 
mobile  home.  And  they  built  a  porch  for 
the  pastor’s  home. 

Perhaps  the  most  emotional,  yet  heart¬ 
warming  and  humbling  spiritual  conver¬ 
sions  took  place  in  the  Navajo  United 
Methodist  Center,  a  home  for  battered  and 
abused  women  and  children.  Five  team 
members  provided  counseling,  rehabilita¬ 
tion  support,  GED  tutoring,  and  individual 
and  group  therapy.  A  highlight  in  the  ven¬ 
ture  was  the  exhilarating  response  of  the 
women  who  received  hair  makeovers  and 
facials  from  a  husband-wife  team  of  pro¬ 
fessional  stylists.  One  of  the  Navajo  ladies 
gave  an  extemporaneous  testimonial  in 
expression  of  gratitude. 

The  closing  celebration  included  a 
Native  American  meal  featuring  Navajo 
Tacos  on  Indian  Fry  Bread. 

The  interchange  of  love,  customs,  mate¬ 
rial  treasures  and  Christian  fellowship 
exemplified  that  Jesus  Christ  is  “for  all 
God’s  children.” 


Worship  settings  workshop  held  of  Trinity  UMC 


Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria,  hosted  a  “Wor¬ 
ship  Settings  Workshop”  Sept.  18.  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Alexandria  District  Ministry 
Team.  Mary  Dark,  of  New  Wine  Design 
School,  Shreveport,  led  attendees  from  17 
churches,  two  district  offices  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Center,  as  they 
learned  about  the  “Tribe  of  Dan”  and  cre¬ 
ated  altar  settings  for  various  scriptures  and 
seasons  of  the  Christian  year. 

Dark,  who  designed  the  altars  at  last 
summer’s  Annual  Conference,  began  plan¬ 
ning  each  altar  setting  by  studying  the 
scripture  passage  and  selecting  a  song  to 
represent  the  passage  or  season.  Each 
church  group  then  worked  with  the  sup¬ 
plied  items  to  put  together  an  altar  to  visu¬ 
ally  represent  the  scripture  or  church  sea¬ 
son. 

One  of  the  most  important  lessons  Dark 
taught  was  to  allow  God  to  lead  creatively 
as  members  seek  to  visually  enhance  the 
worship  setting.  She  also  encouraged  par¬ 
ticipants  to  create  unique  altar  settings 
using  items  at  hand  in  any  church  or  home, 

such  as  plants,  grasses,  fabrics,  candles, 
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Unique  altar  settings  can  enhance  worship 
by  using  commonly  available  items,  such  as 
driftwood,  fabrics  and  plants. 


uniquely  shaped  containers,  driftwood, 
dried  stumps,  cypress  knees,  flowers, 
water,  crosses-even  blue  jeans.  Those  who 
attended  went  back  to  their  churches  with 
a  renewed  zeal  for  creating  worship  set¬ 
tings  that  reflect  God’s  glorious  creation. 
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UM  connectionalism 
aids  small  church 
with  fellowship  hall 

By  Pam  Crews 

Alexandria  District  Missioner 

St.  Maurice  UMC  is  a  little,  white  one- 
room  church  nestled  among  the  pine  trees 
of  central  Louisiana  in  the  small,  quiet 
town  whose  name  it  bears. 

During  a  “Discerning  Gifts”  visit,  I  dis¬ 
covered  the  church  conducting  a  building 
campaign.  As  the  story  goes,  in  1998  a 
member’s  18-year-old  daughter  died  in  an 
automobile  accident.  A  one-bedroom 
trailer  was  donated  in  her  memory  so  the 
church  would  have  bathroom  facilities. 
The  church  then  decided  to  add  a  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  for  fifth-Sunday  dinners,  home¬ 
comings  and  such. 

Upon  my  visit,  I  learned  building  was 
at  a  stand-still.  The  church  had  exhausted 
all  of  its  resources  and  members  had  been 
working  constantly  to  finish  the  building 
before  the  annual  homecoming  in 
September. 

As  word  spread,  people  and  churches 
began  to  respond.  Work  teams  showed 
up  and  materials  appeared  from  several 
United  Methodist  churches  and  members. 
The  fellowship  hall  was  consecrated  Sept. 
12,  Homecoming  Day. 

Thanks  to  our  connectionalism  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  St.  Maurice  now  has  Sun¬ 
day  school  for  the  children  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  is  working  toward  opening 
the  fellowship  hall  as  a  senior  citizen  cen¬ 
ter  for  the  community. 

What  else  can  be  said?  God  is  good! 

FUMC,  Pineville, 
consecrates  new 
ministry  center 

Friends  and  members  of  First  UMC, 
Pineville,  gathered  Oct.  3,  to  consecrate 
the  new  $4.1  million  ministry'  center  locat¬ 
ed  on  a  sprawling  53-acre  campus. 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  William  Youngblood 
and  former  pastor  and  current  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  Jimmie  Pyles  led  the 
gathering  in  worship  as  Jack  Stehr,  chair  of 
the  trustees,  presented  the  building,  pul¬ 
pit,  communion  table,  and  baptismal  font 
for  consecration  “to  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  service  of  all  humanity.” 

The  pulpit  and  communion  table  are 
one-of-a-kind  pieces  of  furniture  designed 
and  built  especially  for  this  worship  space 
by  Jeff  Augustine,  a  Pineville  architect. 

The  beautiful  pulpit  is  built  “around  the 
cross”  and  a  “Wesley  Bible”  is  embedded 
in  glass  directly  behind  the  pulpit  so  that 
the  one  who  speaks  to  the  congregation 
stands  “behind  the  CROSS  and  on  the 
WORD!” 


2350-A  Methodist  Parkway 
Woodworth,  LA  71485 
(318)  443-3213 

Dist.  Superintendent 

Rev.  William  Youngblood 

Dist.  Communication  Advisor 

Stan  Pearson 


District  UMW  put  on 
bazaar  and  luncheon 


The  Alexandria  District  United  Methodist 
Women  (UMW)  held  their  annual  Fall 
Bazaar  and  Luncheon  Oct.  16.  The  event 
raises  money  for  UMW  missions  to  aid 
women  and  children.  Pictured  above, 
displaying  some  of  the  crafts  from  the 
event,  are  (1  to  r):  Paul  Smith,  Patty  Fowler, 
Annie  Portwood,  Lee  Portwood,  BeBe 
Tarver  and  Matalee  Smith. 


Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Stan  Pearson 

District  Communication  Advisor 
224-B  Mary  Hill  Rd. 

Pineville,  LA  71 360 
(318)  641-1 503  or  640-2646 


5713  Superior  Drive 
Suite  A-l 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 
(225)  296-0668 

Dr.  Leslie  Norris 

District  Superintendent 

Hallique  L.  Dawson 

District  Communication  Advisor 


District  UMW  hold 
mission  mmi-schoo I 

By  Dr.  Marilyn  Ray 

The  Baton  Rouge  District  United 
Methodist  Women  held  their  Mini-School 
of  Christian  Mission  at  Jordan  UMC  Aug.  7. 

Over  90  women  from  churches 
throughout  the  district  attended  the 
school,  including  21  members  of  Camphor 
Memorial  UMC. 

The  three  studies  were  “The  Bible,  The 
Book  that  Bridges  the  Millennium,” 
“Humanity  Comes  of  Age”  and  “Mission  in 
the  21st  Century.”  The  instructors  were 
Mrs.  Rodney  Wooten,  first  lady  of 
Immanuel  UMC  in  Lafayette,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Arnold  Brown  of  Neely  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Clifton  Conrad  of 
Calvary  UMC  in  Thibodaux. 

The  presentations  on  the  theme,  “God’s 
Timeless  Word,”  were  inspirational  and 
very  informative.  Study  books  and  hand¬ 
outs  were  available.  Lunch  time  provided 
an  opportunity  for  fellowship  with  new 
and  old  friends. 

Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Hallique  L  Dawson 

District  Communication  Advisor 
2624  79th  Ave. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 
(225)  355-9506 
(225)  355-5996  fax 


Pagers  offer  new  way  to  show  care  and  prayers 

By  Rev.  Debbie  Drash 
DMT  Meditation  Ministries  Leader 

This  is  about  an  idea  that,  at  its 


inception,  was  just  supposed  to  include  a 
few  people,  a  pager  and  a  gravely  ill  man 
who  would  welcome  the  kindness  of 
others. 

But  what  happened  turned  into  a  soul- 
warming  experience,  and  the  idea  is 
captivating  others.  Now  a  little  girl  named 
Sammi  has  a  pager  and  is  feeling  the 
warmth  that  its  buzz  brings. 

Sammi  is  six  years-old  and  is  very  ill. 
Every  breath  she  takes  is  a  precious  gift  to 
her  parents  and  loved  ones.  She  lives  in 
Cincinnati,  but  the  network  of  people  who 
love  her  includes  residents  of  one-horse 
towns,  high-rise  cities,  winding  bayou 
roads  and  neighborhoods  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Only  one  or  two  of  these  people  have 
ever  met  Sammi.  Because  of  the  inoperable 

DMT  travels  in 

By  Hallique  L.  Dawson 
District  Communication  Advisor 

The  Baton  Rouge  District  Ministry  Team 
recently  traveled  to  the  Mount  Sequoyah 
Conference  and  Retreat  Center  in  Fayet¬ 
teville,  Ark.  We  took  off  in  a  van,  Sept.  26, 
and  returned  Oct.  2. 

There  were  eight  of  us  from  Louisiana: 
LaMarylis  Cotton,  district  missioner  and  her 
husband  Carol;  Hallique  L.  Dawson,  district 
communication  advisor;  Mary  Ann  Burton, 
DMT  outreach  coordinator,  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  Henry;  C.J.  and  Nita  Cotton  of  Noel 
UMC,  Shreveport;  and  Jim  Cox  of  Jena. 

This  group  joined  a  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion  group  from  Kansas  City,  Mo.  In  this 
group  was  LaMarylis  Cotton’s  sister  Patsy 
Schmutz,  program  director  for  NorthCross 
UMC.  The  other  VIM  members  were:  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Noah  Ampriester,  Barbara  Ben¬ 
nett,  Wanda  Chaney,  Rusty  Klein,  Charles 
and  Donna  Maysent,  Dorothy  Nie  and  Deb¬ 
bie  Dumas  Runge. 

These  two  teams  bonded  beautifully. 
Our  mission  was  to  landscape  the  sur¬ 
roundings  and  to  wallpaper  the  director 
and  staff  offices.  The  buildings  and  sur¬ 
roundings  had  a  face  lift  and  a  very  attrac¬ 
tive  appearance  when  we  left.  We  added  to 


tumor  in  her  brain,  there  is  little  chance 
many  will  ever  meet  her.  Yet  dozens  of 
times  each  day  they  show  Sammi  that  they 
love  her  and  are  sending  up  special 
miracle-seeking  prayers  in  her  name. 
Throughout  the  day,  the  pager  in  her  room 
chirps  to  let  her  know  that  someone  is 
thinking  of  her.  Sammi’s  mother  shows  her 
the  phone  numbers  bearing  area  codes 
from  Louisiana  to  Florida.  Her  mom  would 
say,  “Thirty-two  people  thought  about  you 
today.” 

Who  would  think  that  such  a 
bothersome  fixture  of  modem  life  could 
evoke  smiles  and  tenderness? 

The  decision  to  use  the  pager  grew  out 
of  an  idea.  I  had  read  about  some  teen¬ 
agers  using  a  pager  to  communicate  with 
an  ailing  friend  and  suggested  that  it  be 
used  in  our  church  prayer  group  so  we 
could  let  a  church  member  with  a  terminal 


illness  know  that  we  were  thinking  about 
him.  The  members  quickly  responded  to 
the  idea  and  we  arranged  for  Joe  Plaisance 
of  St.  Andrews  UMC  to  receive  it.  His  wife 
said  he  was  encouraged  by  the  flood  of 
pages.  Once,  he  received  30  calls  in  a  day. 
Joe  kept  the  pager  until  he  died  earlier  this 
year. 

Using  the  pager  is  a  natural  outgrowth 
of  the  ‘90s,  when  people  have  even  been 
using  e-mail  to  share  their  feelings  and 
concerns.  The  pager  just  brings  it  a  step 
closer.  I  hope  that  the  pager  idea  catches 
on  and  that  other  people  use  it  as  a  means 
of  boosting  others’  spirits. 

Carolyn  Pittman,  also  a  member  of  the 
St.  Andrews  UMC  Bible  study  group,  said 
that  making  the  calls  to  the  pager  does 
wonders  for  her.  “It  gives  me  a  very  warm 
feeling  that  God  is  there  and  is  helping 
these  people;  it’s  a  truly  wonderful  feeling.” 


mission  to  Mount  Sequoyah,  Ark. 


the  appearance  of 
the  campus  by  deco¬ 
rating  the  grounds 
and  buildings  with 
Thanksgiving  deco¬ 
rations.  Everyone  on 
the  staff  was  very 
pleased  at  the 
amount  of  work 
accomplished. 

Mount  Sequoyah 
Conference  and 
Retreat  Center  is 
located  in  the  Ozark 
Mountains  on  the  highest 
point  overlooking  Fayet¬ 
teville  and  Northwest 
Arkansas. 

Mount  Sequoyah  has  30 
meeting  rooms  of  various 
sizes.  Individual  rooms  can 
be  tailored  to  anyone’s  spec¬ 
ifications.  The  largest  audito¬ 
rium  will  seat  400  in  pew- 
style  seating.  Another  room 
seats  250-350  depending 
upon  arrangement.  Other 
classrooms  and  meeting 
rooms  are  available. 


Members  of  the 
mission  team  to 
Mount  Sequoyah 
Conference  and 
Retreat  Center  in 
Arkansas  stop  for 
a  group  photo, 
above.  The  team 
gave  a  ‘facelift’  to 
several  offices  at 
the  center.  At 
right,  team 
members  prepare 
to  hang  wallpaper. 


When  violence  strikes, 
what  shall  the  righteous  do? 

Five  youth  died  following  a  hit-and-run  incident  on  North  Foster  Drive,  on  a  Sat¬ 
urday  night  in  July.  Many  other  youth  were  injured;  some  lost  limbs.  Rev.  Robert  Ross 
and  Evangeline  UMC  have  led  the  community  in  providing  long-term  ministry  with 
victims  and  their  families.  The  church  has  established  a  fund  at  Hibernia  National 
Bank  to  assist  families  with  funeral  and  hospital  expenses.  Evangeline  is  assessing 
needs  and  will  distribute  the  hinds  accordingly.  Donations  are  requested  and  may  be 
sent  to:  “North  Fester  Victims’  Memorial  Fund,  Acct.  #800-51-8329-3,  Hibernia  Nation¬ 
al  Bank,  5175  Plank  Road,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70805. 

Among  other  Outreach  Ministries  in  response  to  the  violence,  the  Camphor  UMC 
Combined  Choir,  directed  by  Jannie  Cox,  assisted  at  a  funeral  at  Evangeline  UMC  and 
plans  are  in  process  to  build  a  ramp  at  one  victim’s  home. 

Mary  G.  Burton 


Meditation:  Am  I  a 
'doer'? 

The  love  of  God  has  been  shed  abroad  in 
my  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost  who  has  been 
given  to  me.  Therefore,  I  love  the  Lord  with 
all  of  my  heart,  mind,  soul,  and  strength.  I 
put  away  from  me  idolatry  in  all  forms,  and 
inordinate  affection  is  cast  away  from  me  in 
Jesus  name.  I  love  my  neighbor  as  myself, 
and  propose  to  do  good  for,  bless,  and  pray 
for  my  enemies  as  well  as  others.  In  doing 
this,  my  ways  please  the  Lord,  and  he  will 
make  even  my  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with 
me.  I  have  favor  with  God’s  word,  and  I  am 
prosperous  and  have  success. 

—  Kathryn  Davis 
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CONNECTED  THROUGH  'A  PORTION  MENT'  FOR  OTHERS 

Youth99:  A  city  full  of  joyful  children  of  God! 


by  Ashley  Eaves 
First  UMC,  Shreveport 

Packing  my  bags,  I  wondered  what 
Youth99  would  hold  for  me.  United 
Methodists  from  all  over  the  world  were 
going!  Wow!  I  couldn’t  help  but  smile. 
What  an  incredible  past  time.... God. 

As  I  climbed  onto  a  bus  full  of 
Louisiana  United 
Methodists,  an 

unusual  feeling 

crossed  me.  I  felt  at 
home  amongst  these 
strangers.  I  talked 
with  one  girl  and 
laughed  over  a  shared 
meal.  As  we  got  up 
from  the  table,  a  smile 
spread  across  her  face 
as  she  tried  not  to 
laugh.  “By  the  way” 
she  asked,  “what  is 
your  name?”  We  had 
skipped  over  the 
introductions  and 
jumped  right  into 
sharing  our  lives, 
stories  and  even  food.  We  knew  we 
were  both  there  for  the  same  reason  and 
that,  in  itself,  was  enough  to  make  us 
forget  any  doubts.  We  arrived  in 
Knoxville  just  in  time  for  dinner.  Our 
youth  began  to  walk  to  a  restaurant  and 
everywhere  we  looked  there  were  other 
Christian  youth. 

The  city  was  packed  full  of  joyful 
children  of  God!  The  entire,  world-wide 
community  gathered  for  worship  that 
night.  Although  many  people  had  tried 
to  tell  me  what  Youth99  would  be  like,  I 
could  not  imagine  how  they  were  going 
to  keep  10,000  youth  entertained  for  a 
couple  of  hours  by  talking  about  God. 
We  crowded  into  a  huge  stadium-like 
auditorium  and  I  was  filled  with 
excitement.  Already,  I  had  random 
people  coming  up  to  me  smiling  and 
giving  me  hugs.  We  found  seats  and 
started  off  with  one  of  my  favorite  ways 
to  worship:  singing.  The  music  started 
and  I  immediately  chimed  in  and  began 
to  sing.  I  wasn’t  the  only  one.  Everyone 
there  sang!  For  some,  the  songs  were  old 

Upper  Room  reports 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)-Officials 
at  the  Upper  Room  are  warning  United 
Methodists  that  its  name  is  being  used  to 
solicit  money  for  worldwide  ministries. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Stephen  Bryant, 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Upper  Room 
and  Upper  Room  Ministries,  an 
organization  using  the  name  “Upper 
Room  Fund  Raising  Program”  is 
collecting  donations  for  worldwide 
ministries. 

In  a  Sept,  advisory,  Bryant  alerts  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its 


favorites  and  for  others,  maybe  their  first 
time  to  ever  hear  them;  but  no  one 
cared.  The  words  and  people 
surrounded  me.  I  was  in  awe. 

As  I  worshiped  with  thousands  of 
others,  a  Bible  verse  stuck  out  in  my 
head.  “For  where  two  or  more  are 
gathered  in  my  name;  there  I  am  in  the 
midst  of  them”  -- 
Matthew  18:20.  He 
was  definitely  there. 
He  brought  us  so 
much  joy  in  just  being 
together  for  Him. 
Most  of  us  were 
strangers,  but  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ. 
And  that  is  exactly 
how  I  felt.  I  was 
among  family. 

Speakers  were  invited 
to  come  and  talk  to 
us.  I  have  never  heard 
words  more  powerful 
and  inspiring  than 
they  were  that  week. 
We  had  carnivals 
and  festivals  where  we  played  in  the 
intense  heat.  I  could  not  help  but  notice 
that  I  felt  like  I  could  trust  my  life  with 
most  anyone  there.  So  much  love 
surrounded  me  from  the  instant  I  arrived. 
It  did  not  matter  where  I  was  from,  how 
I  got  there  or  where  I  had  been  before.  I 
was  there  for  God  now  and  everyone 
loved  me  for  exactly  how  I  am.  They 
wanted  to  know  me. 

We  had  workshops  to  go  to  and  so 
much  to  experience  in  such  a  short  time. 
Bringing  laughter,  friends,  and  life-long 
memories,  I  took  a  bunch  away  from 
there  to  share  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

I  have  never  found  so  much  inspiration 
and  encouragement  in  complete 
strangers  than  I  did  there  amongst  those 
who  radiate  God’s  love  all  around  them! 

He  is  working  in  so  many  people’s 
lives  and  it  is  such  a  contagious  joy!  I  am 
so  thankful  for  this  incredible  experience 
where  I  have  seen  God  up  close  in  the 
faces,  the  words,  and  the  touch  of  all  of 
these  children  of  God. 

misuse  of  name 

constituencies  that  “this  organization  is 
not  affiliated  or  associated  with  The 
Upper  Room,  The  Upper  Room 
Ministries  or  our  worldwide  ministry  in 
any  manner  and  that  we  will  not  benefit 
from  or  receive  any  donations  solicited 
by  them.”  The  group  has  been  asked  by 
The  Upper  Room  to  cease  using  its 
name. 

A  pocket-sized  daily  devotional  guide 
by  the  same  name  is  the  most  popular 
resource  published  by  this  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship. 


Eaves 
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First  UMC,  DeRidder,  becomes  Global 
Mission  Partner 


Congratulations  to  First  UMC, 
DeRidder.  They  are  the  first  and  only 
local  church  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
to  meet  the  criteria  for  becoming  a 
Global  Mission  Partner  through  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
Global  Mission  Partners  Program. 

On  Sunday,  Sept.  26,  Dr.  Rena 
Yocom,  executive  director,  mission  and 
ministries  for  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
presented  the  GMP  banner  to  the 
congregation  and  Pastor  Jon  Tellifero. 
The  bright  blue  banner  is  customized 
with  the  church’s  name  and  the  year  of 
participation,  which  can  be  updated 
annually. 

The  Global  Mission  Partners  Program 
is  an  expanded  vision  of  mission  that 
offers  churches  a  chance  to  establish 
global  partnerships  involving  Christians 
everywhere. 

Your  church  can  also  become  a  center 
for  mission  education  and  interpretation. 
Following  are  THE  SEX  STEPS  TO 
BECOMING  A  GLOBAL  MISSION 
PARTNER  CHURCH: 

1.  Pay  100%  of  apportionments. 

2.  Have  an  ongoing  program  of 
mission  education. 

3.  Be  involved  in  local  community 
ministries. 

4.  Pledge  support  for  a  missionary 
commissioned  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  (Covenant 
Relationship) 

5.  Pledge  support  for  an  international 
person-in-mission  sent  by  a  partner 
church  in  another  country.  (PIM 
Relationship) 

6.  Share  your  experience  as  a  Global 
Mission  Partner  with  two  neighboring 
congregations. 

The  financial  commitment  to  Global 


Rev.  Jon  Tellifero  and  Mrs.  Jo 
Blankenship,  display  the  First  UMC, 
DeRidder,  Global  Mission  Partner 
banner. 

Mission  Partners  is  currendy  factored  by 
membership  as  follow: 

■  For  missionaries  commissioned  by 
the  GBGM  (covenant):  $3-00  per 
member  or  a  minimum  of  $1,000  for 
congregations  over  333  membership. 

■  For  persons-in-mission  sent  by  a 
partner  church  in  another  country  (PIM 
relationship):  $2  per  member  or  a 
minimum  fo  $1,000  for  congregations 
over  500  membership. 

For  more  information,  call  (404)  727- 
8884  or  check  out  the  GBGM  website  at: 
http://gbgm- 
umc.org/  units/ mpu/ globalmp.html. 


why  participate? 

•  It's  only  a  dollar,  so  everyone  can 
do  it. 

•  The  Sou  per  Bowl  gives  us  the  chance 
to  make  a  positive  difference  in  the 
lives  of  others. 

•  Every  dollar  goes  directly  from  the 
participating  group  to  the  charity  they 
choose. 

•  This  effort  shows  what  can  happen 
when  we  look  past  our  differences 
and  unite  in  caring. 

•  The  Souper  Bowl  is  a  simple  but 
significant  way  to  love  God  and  our 
neighbors. 

What  does  the  Bible  say 
about  helping  the  needy? 

Take  a  look  at  these  verses  to  see  what 
they  say  about  caring  for  the  less 
fortunate. 

Deut.  15:7-11  James  2:1-7 
Proverbs  14:20-21  Lev.  19:9-10 
Matthew  25: 3 1  -46  Luke  14:12-14 

visit  www.souperbowi.com 


Souper  Bowl  Ybuth 

Movement 


W  llJV  i  r t  t 

Si*m  awjp} 
£*»§#»! 


Team  up  with  thousands  of  youth  across  the  country  in  asking 
worshipers  to  give  $  I  each  as  they  leave  church  to  help  those  in 
need  on  Souper  Bowl  Sunday.  I anuary  30, 2000.  Its  as  easy 
as  putting  a  dollar  in  a  soup  bowl. 


Won  now  to  participate  then 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 


October  29,  1999 


8Conf. 
Sect. 


Musicians  honored  at  Memorial  UMC 


On  Sunday,  Sept.  26, 
Pat  Hyatt,  James  “Red” 
Wood,  and  Janelle  Silvey 
were  recognized  for  their 
contribution  to  the  music 
ministry  of  Memorial  UMC 
in  Simsboro. 

During  the  morning 
worship  service  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Stuart 
Sherman,  presented  a 
plaque  to  Pat  and  Red 
honoring  their  many 
years  of  faithful  service  as 
music  leaders.  Janelle, 
who  is  the  pianist,  was  presented  a  corsage  and  certificate  for  her  dedication. 
Following  the  morning  service,  they  were  all  honored  at  a  reception  held  in  the 
church  fellowship  hall. 

Their  true  love  for  the  Lord  shows  through  their  dedication  to  the  music  ministry. 


Pictured  left  to  right,  Pat  Hyatt,  Janelle  Silvey  and 
“Red”  Wood. 


JUNIOR  HIGH  RETREAT 


yO  ^or  opce  you  were  darkness  but  now  in  trie  Lord  you  are  Saht  Uve  as  children  of  light 
-  for  die  fruit  of  the  iiohl  is  found  ir  all  that  is  good  and  nght  and  true "  Ephesians  5  8&9 


'You  Talkin'  to  Me?'' 
Nov.  12-14 

Facilitator  Rev.  Tom  Dolph 


Important  Notice 

The  Alexandria  District  Office  has  moved  to  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth.  The  phone  number  is  the  same.  The  new  address  is: 

2350-A  Methodist  Parkway 
Woodworth,  LA  71485 
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LOUISIANA  OUTLOOK 

A  glance  at  upcoming  events  of  interest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  hosts  Youth  Choir  Festival 

The  Music  Ministry  of  Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette  is  sponsoring  a  Youth  Choir  Festival 
for  United  Methodist  Churches  in  South  Louisiana  March  17-19,  2000.  The  goal  for 
the  festival  will  be  to  provide  a  fun  weekend  for  youth  to  take  part  in  a  choral 
experience  with  many  other  youth  and  to  have  fun  singing  together! 

The  festival  will  be  held  at  the  church  over  the  weekend  and  will  conclude  with  a 
concert  of  250  youth  accompanied  by  an  instrumental  ensemble.  Over  the  weekend, 
participants  will  rehearse  the  music,  have  a  dance  on  Saturday  night,  lead  in  worship 
at  Asbury’s  11  a.m.  service  as  well  as  sing  in  the  concert.  As  part  of  their  registration, 
the  participants  will  receive  a  video  tape  of  the  weekend  and  concert  as  well  as  a  T- 
shirt  that  they  will  wear  for  the  concert. 

Lee  Cooke,  director  of  Music  and  Worship  Ministries  at  Asbury  is  coordinating  and 
directing  the  festival.  The  festival  has  a  limit  of  250  participants  with  70  registered 
already! 

Cost  for  the  festival  is  $100  per  church  to  register  by  Nov.  1  and  $40  per  participant 
payable  by  Feb.  15,  2000.  If  you  need  information  about  the  festival,  please  contact 
Cooke  at  (318)  984-4211  or  e-mail  leecooke@asbury-umc.org. 

Palestine  UMC  having  a  Holiday  Bazaar  and  Bake  Sale 

Palestine  UMC  is  having  a  Holiday  Bazaar  and  Bake  Sale,  Saturday,  Nov.  13  from  9 
a.m.  to  3  p  m.  Come  enjoy  gumbo,  sweet  potatoes  and  lots  of  other  goodies.  Call  the 
church  at  (318)  640-9024  for  details. 

Trinity  UMC  planning  trip  to  Holy  Land 

Journey  through  the  Bible  on  an  inspirational  10-day  trip  to  the  Holy  Land  and 
celebrate  the  2000th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Christ.  Rev.  Fred  Wideman,  pastor, 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  and  Rev.  Roily  Walker,  associate  pastor,  Trinity  UMC,  will  lead 
the  trip  Feb.  16-25,  2000.  Join  them  as  they  retrace  the  steps  of  Jesus  to  many  places 
including  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  the  Jordan  River,  Jerusalem,  Jericho,  the  Dead  Sea, 
Bethlehem  and  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane. 

Informational  meetings  will  be  held  monthly  prior  to  departure  to  conduct  brief 
studies  of  the  locations  to  be  visited. 

For  more  information,  call  (318)  251-0750. 


Deacons  retreat  to  Sager-Brown 


Members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Order  of  Deacons  take  a  break  from 
preparing  supplies  for  shipment  at  the  UMCOR  Depot  in  Baldwin. 


by  Rev.  Brunetta  Shamblin 

The  Louisiana  Order  of  Deacons 
experienced  a  spiritual  awakening  at  the 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown  facility  where  their 
fall  retreat  was  held  Oct.  14-16. 

The  Deacons  had  devotion  and 
fellowship  each  day  as  they  came 
together  for  fellowship  and  mission. 
They  spent  many  hours  in  the  depot 
preparing  medical,  sewing  and  school 
kits  and  getting  other  resources  ready  to 


be  shipped  to  different  areas  around  the 
world  where  people  are  in  need. 

Plans  were  discussed  for  the  next 
retreat.  An  emphasis  was  also  placed  on 
the  creation  of  a  “Rule  of  Order”  and 
mission  statement  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Order  of  Deacons. 

The  retreat  was  spiritually  rewarding 
because  it  provided  opportunities  to 
grow  closer  to  God,  to  one  another  and 
to  serve  people  who  are  in  need. 
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UM  delegation  spends  five  hours  with  Castro 


Lomax  among  college  presidents  visiting  Cuba 


By  Kathy  Gilbert  and  Bobbie 
Armstrong 

Dr.  Michael  Lomax,  president, 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans, 
was  one  of  a  group  of  United 
Methodist  educators  who  met  for  five 
hours  with  Cuban  President  Fidel 
Castro  to  explore  the  possibilities  of 
shared  educational  programs 
between  church-related  universities 
in  the  United  States  and  in  Cuba. 

Members  of  the  churchwide  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  and 
four  university  presidents  went  to 
Cuba  Oct  18-21  to  discover  ways  of 
working  together  to  prepare  a  new 
generation  of  Christian  leaders  for 
the  new  millennium,  said  the  Rev. 
Roger  Ireson,  top  executive  at  the 
agency.  The  programs  might  include 
student  and  faculty  exchanges 
between  the  two  countries  as  well  as 
shared  seminars,  he  said. 

For  Lomax,  the  opportunity  to  visit 
Cuba  was  welcome.  “I  was  interested 
because  of  the  rich  historic 
connection  between  New  Orleans 
and  Cuba.  After  all,  we  are  both 
former  Spanish  colonies.  Walking 


me  delegation  that  visited  Cuba  from  Oct.  18-21  included  from  left; 
Ken  Yamada,  Division  of  Higher  Education,  GBHEM;  Shirley  Lewis, 
president  of  Paine  College,  Augusta,  Ga.;  Benjamin  Ladner,  president 
of  American  University,  Washington,  D.C.;  Roger  Ireson,  general 
secretary,  GBHEM:  William  Chace,  president  of  Emory  University, 
Atlanta;  Michael  Lomax,  president,  Dillard  University,  New  Orleans; 
John  Hamish,  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  (Elders),  GBHEM:  and 
Joaquin  Garcia,  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  (Deacons),  GBHEM. 

GBHEM  photo 

Please  see  Cuba,  page  8. 


Bishop  Norris  returns  to  Louisiana  to  direct  leadership  training 


by  LaMarylis  Gotten 

Baton  Rouge  District  Missioner 

Never  say  that  old  friends  are  forgotten.  Because  of  the  unique  bond  that 
exists  between  some  of  the  members  of  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  j 
UMC  Bishop  Alfred  Norris-a  link  that  binds  them  since  growing  up 
together  as  children  and  attending  school  together  as  young  people-St. 
Mark  was  able  to  obtain  Bishop  Norris  for  a  three-day  Leadership  Training 
workshop.  It  was  a  wonderful  and  fun-filled  occasion  with  lots  of  learning. 

Bishop  Norris,  who  was  elected  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  is 
now  is  episcopal  leader  of  the  North  WestTexas-New  Mexico  Area,  said, 
There  is  a  divine  call  to  leadership.”  Eighteen  to  20  verses  of  Old  and  New 
Testament  scripture  send  these  words  of  assurance:  We  are  “called, 
equipped,  sustained,  and  ‘companioned,’”  he  said  When  he  began  asking 
for  words  and  concepts  beginning  with  the  letter  “C”  that  could  be  found 
in  the  First  100  paragraphs  of  the  Discipline ,  many  words  resounded,  such 
as  creator,  Christ,  culture,  constitution,  and  community.  When  we  said, 
Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis  Please  see  Leadership  Training,  page  8. 
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Annual  Conference  2000 
to  start  on  Sunday 

Bishop  revises  dates  to  June  4-7 

Dates  for  the  2000  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  have  been  revised  to  June  4-7. 

In  announcing  the  revision,  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 
stated,  “Following  review  of  the  evaluations  from  the 
last  Annual  Conference  and  after  a  request  from  both 
the  Conference  Worship  Team  and  the  Conference 
Ministry  Team's  Annual  Conference  Task  Force,  I  am 
proceeding  to  implement  this  date  revision.”  Bishop 
Solomon  noted  that  lay  delegates,  in  particular,  have 
requested  a  revision  to  allow  them  one  less  day  away 
from  their  vocational  responsibilities. 

The  new  dates  will  result  in  Annual  Conference 
opening  on  Sunday  evening,  June  4  at  7:30  p.m.  with 
the  Memorial  Service  and  Holy  Communion.  Boards 
and  agencies  will  meet  at  4  p.m.  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
with  Annual  Conference  registration  from  2-6  p.m. 
Sunday  afternoon.  (A  provision  for  late  registration  will 
be  made  for  early  Monday  morning.) 


Exchanging  greetings  was  an  unofficial  and 
natural  part  of  Annual  Conference  1999. 

The  Conference  will  conclude  Wednesday  afternoon 
at  3  :30  p.m.  to  be  followed  by  organizational  meetings 
of  the  newly  elected  quadrennial  boards  and  agencies. 
Future  editions  of  the  conference  paper  will  provide 
further  details  on  other  aspects  of  the  Annual 
Conference  gathering. 
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Being  and  Doing 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon 

When  a  children’s  Sunday  School 
class  saves  enough  pennies  (and  a  few 
dollars  given  by  some  solicited  adults)  to 
total  $481.69  for  Hope  for  the  Children 
Of  Africa,  one  is  moved  to  pause,  reflect, 
and  respond! 

A  few  Saturday  afternoons  past,  I  met 
with  a  children’s  Sunday  School  class  at 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  to  receive  their 
“penny  gift”  for  some  children  whose 
faces  they  would  never  see,  names  they 
would  never  know,  and  whose 
circumstances  they  could  understand 
only  in  limited  fashion.  Yet,  these 
children,  with  the  help  of  their  Sunday 
School  teachers,  had  engaged  in  a  year¬ 
long  effort  to  help  the  children  of  Africa. 

Here  are  some  reflections  on  children- 


helping  children: 

1)  Christian  caring 
must  be  “taught”  and 
“caught.”  Jesus  was 
most  frequently 

referred  to  as  “rabbi,” 
which  means  teacher. 

Obviously  Jesus 
engaged  in  regular, 
intentional  teaching. 

The  values  of  Jesus  do 
not  spring  forth  in  our 
lives  because  of  our 
birth,  but  rather 
because  of  our  “re¬ 
birth”  into  the  way  of 
Jesus. 

We  are  not  naturally 
Christian;  rather,  we 
“  s  u  p  e  r  n  a  t  u  r  a  1  y  ’  _ _ 
become  Christian  by 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  within  us  and 
through  the  community  that  nurtures  us. 
Unless  adults  and  congregations  take 
seriously  the  teaching  and  demonstrating 
of  the  way  of  Jesus,  our  children  will 
absorb  and  express  values  drawn  from 
other  quarters. 

2.  Christian  behavior  requires  ritual 
and  habit  in  order  to  be  focused  and 
strong.  Consider  the  “habit-forming” 
power  of  a  large  jug  appropriately 
labeled,  sitting  in  the  midst  of  a  Sunday 
School  classroom  with  the  invitation — 
yes,  even  expectation — that  every  week, 
the  children  will  contribute  toward 
helping  suffering  children  in  Africa.  Over 
the  course  of  a  year,  such  a  “ritual”  helps 
pattern  one’s  approach  to  life. 

3-  For  giving  to  become  a  way  of 
living,  there  must  be  conversation 
regarding  this  esseritial  Component  of 
our  life.  In  so  many  famiffcs,  where  the 


church  pledge  is  mailed  from  one’s 
business  office  to  the  church  office,  there 
is  little  discussion  regarding  giving. 
Often,  children  do  not  even  know  that 
their  family  “gives”  on  a  regular  basis — 
and  as  often,  they  do  not  know  the 
magnitude  of  that  giving.  I  believe  it  is 
possible  to  discuss  giving,  even  the 
amounts  involved,  with  our  children,  not 
by  way  of  pride,  but  as  a  humble,  joyful 
expression  of  our  gratitude  to  God  and 
the  privilege  we  have  to  help  God’s 
family. 

4.  Faithful  giving  is  informed  giving. 
Over  the  course  of  a  year,  the  children 
learned  about  the  children  of  Africa  and 
their  suffering  as  a  result  of  war,  conflict, 
violence,  hunger,  and  disease.  For -the- 


‘For  giving  to 
become  a  way  of 
living,  there  must  be 
conversation 
regarding  this 
essential  component 
of  our  life.' 


i  a  n 


Christ 
community,  giving  is 
as  personal  as  the 
face  of  Jesus,  not 
only  qs  Jesus  lived, 
but  also  the  face  of 
Jesus  reflected  in  the 
faces  of  all  who 
stand  in  need. 
Caring  for  children 
in  Africa  is  not  some 
abstract  duty,  but  a 
holy  act  of 
compassion  for  our 
sisters  and  brothers 
in  Jesus’  family. 
Jesus  said,  “Whoever 
does  the  will  of  God 
is  my  brother  and 
sister  and  mother.” 
(Mark3:35) 

5.  Giving  means  connection — 
connection  with  those  close  at  hand  and 
those  far  away.  When  we  give  to  help 
one  person  we  are  not  only  connected  to 
them,  but  to  others  with  whom  they  are 
connected,  be  they  family  or  friends.  In 
United  Methodism,  giving  makes  use  of 
connection,  forms  connection,  and  is 
magnified  through  connection.  Just  as 
children  become  comected  with  other 
children  in  specific  ways,  so  the 
challenge  is  before  all  of  us  to  put  a  face 
on  giving — the  face  of  Jesus,  the  face  of 
real  people  and  our  own  face.  The 
giving-connection  is  a  strong  connection. 
That  story  must  be  told! 


"Unrelenting  poverty  leads  to  community  unraveling" 

Author  says  hope  for  future  in  children 


By  Relma  Hargus 

BATON  ROUGE — Despite  sobering 
statistics  that  indicate  one  in  four 
American  children  grow  up  in  poverty, 
Alex  Kotlowitz  has  hope  for  the 
future.And  it  comes  from  the  children 
themselves,  he  told  those  attending  the 
13th  annual  Community  Prayer  Breakfast 
Oct.  21  at  Broadmoor  UMC. 

About  275  people  attended  the  annual 
event  sponsored  by  the  Greater  Baton 
Rouge  Federation  of  Churches  and 
Synagogues  and  the  local  chapter  of  the 
National  Conference  for  Community  and 
Justice. Kotlowitz  is  the  acclaimed  author 
of  There  Are  No  Children  Herq  the  story 
of  two  brothers,  12  and  9,  who  lived  in 
Henry  Homer  Homes,  a  Chicago  housing 
project  known  for  its  violence. 

He  found  the  violence,  but  he  also 
senses  all  is  not  lost-yet. 

“My  greatest  hope  lies  with  the 
children,”  he  said. 

But  many  children  of  poverty  will 
never  see  tomorrow.  The  Children’s 
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Defense  Fund  says  12  children  are  killed 
by  gunfire  each  day. 

“A  young,  black  male  is  more  likely  to 
be  shot  than  a  soldier  in  Vietnam  was,” 
Kotlowitz  said. 

Lafeyette  and  Pharoah  Rivers,  the  two 
brothers  Kotlowitz  befriended  for  his  in- 
depth  look  at  life  on  the  West  Side  of 
Chicago,  saw  three  friends  killed  over 
two  years. 

“It’s  a  myth  to  think  that  children  get 
used  to  the  violence,”  Kotlowitz  said. 

Instead,  its  constant  presence  results 
in  displays  of  post-traumatic  syndrome 
symptoms — hyperactivity,  depression, 
trouble  sleeping,  flashbacks.  They  lose 
their  childhood,  have  “a  very  strong 
foreboding”  they  won’t  make  it  to 
adulthood  and  also  display  a  “distinct 
inability  to  build  meaningful 
relationships,”  he  said. 

Unrelenting  poverty  leads  to  the 
community  unraveling,  Kotlowitz  said. 

A  lack  of  jobs  fosters  the 
disappearance  of  neighborhood 
institutions  such  as  stores,  banks, 
theaters. 

“Lafeyette  and  Pharoah’s  mother  had 
to  take  a  taxi  to  the  nearest  grocery 
store,”  Kotlowitz  said. 

Children  living  in  poverty  become 
“spiritual  nomads  with  no  one  to  turn  to, 
not  even  themselves,”  he  said. 

The  answer  is  for  institutions  and 
individuals  to  end  their  silence, 
Kotlowitz  said,  describing  the  different 
reactions  to  two  shootings  of  children. 

Teams  of  counselors  rushed  in  to 
work  with  the  schoolmates,  teachers  and 
parents  of  those  who  witnessed  the 
shooting  of  a  child  in  one  community. 
The  governor  called  for  increased 
security  and  committees  brainstormed 
ways  to  prevent  another  occurrence. 


But  when  a  young  resident  of  Henry 
Homer  Homes  strayed  into  a  gun  battle 
between  two  rival  gangs,  the  silence  was 
profound. 

“His  family  and  friends  received  no 
counseling.  No  adult  walked  into  that 
community  to  say,  ‘I  will  do  whatever  it 
takes  to  make  sure  this  never  happens 
again,”’  Kotlowitz  said. 

The  self-imposed  silence  of  those 
living  in  poverty  must  also  end,  he  said. 

“There  is  a  reticence  to— teH  their 
stories  because  they  fear  if  they  do,  they 
won’t  be  believed.” 

But  in  telling  others  our  stories, 
common  ground  can  be  found,  he  said. 

Telling  each  other  our  stories  “pokes 
and  prods  prejudices,”  Kotlowitz  said. 

“It  nurtures  tolerance  and  builds 
connections.” 

To  create  a  future  filled  with  hope  for 
all  children,  poverty  must  be  addressed 
and  communities  must  be  rebuilt,  he 
said.  Providing  jobs— even  if  temporarily 
they  are  public  works  ones-is  a 


necessity,  he  said.  Investment  capital  is 
also  needed  to  bring  back  stores,  banks 
and  recreational  outlets.  Inner-city 
schools  need  to  be  given  the  resources 
to  provide  the  classes  and  opportunities 
suburban  schools  take  for  granted.  These 
schools  can  become  the  foundation  for 
rebuilding  a  community  by  providing  hot 
meals,  recreation  and  counseling  for 
young  people  after  school  hours.  They 
can  become  sites  for  adult  education,  he 
said. 

Kotlowitz  said  middle-class  African 
American  churches  “are  working  to 
rebuild  the  connections”  between  their 
members  and  those  in  poverty. 

The  topic  of  his  second  book,  The 
Other  Side  of  the  River,  is  also  a  factor  in 
rebuilding  communities. 

“We  can’t  talk  about  poverty  without 
talking  about  race,”  he  said.  “We  have  to 
bridge  the  river.” 

Following  the  publication  of 
Kotlowitz’  first  book,  the  Rivers  brothers 
and  their  mother  moved  from  the 
housing  project  and  their  former 
apartment  was  boarded  up;  Kotlowitz 
asked  Lafeyette  his  thoughts. 

“I  guess  now  I  can  board  up  some  of 
my  memories,”  he  replied. 

“We  must  provide  a  childhood  from 
which  these  children  don’t  feel  they  have 
to  run,”  Kotlowitz  said.  “We’ve  got  to 
take  care  of  our  children.” 

This  year’s  theme,  “Our  Children- 
Wonderfully  Made,”  is  the  second  in  a 
series  of  three  annual  breakfasts  (hosted 
by  the  two  groups)  that  will  focus  on 
children. 

Originally  published  in  The  Advocate, 
(Baton  Rouge).  Hargus  is  a  free-lance 
writer  who  lives  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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Church  of  the  Servant  turns  hospital  into  home 


North  Cross  UMC 
needs  hymnals 

The  new  church  in  Madisonville, 


1  1 VI  III  UIUOO 

UMC,  still  needs 
hymnals. 
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The  founding 
pastor,  Rev. 

Flint  Shea,  is 

M 

T  j 

asking  each 

NC 

>  R 

TH 

church  in  the 

CROSS 

Conference  to 

U  N 

1  T 

E  D 

help  by  signing  £ Hu  "kW, 
and  sending  just 

one  hymnal.  During  the  very  first 
worship  service,  Dec.  5,  Shea  will  ask 
the  worshipers  to  take  a  look  at  the 
inside  cover  of  the  hymnals  and  read 
the  names  of  people  who  have 
signed  their  names  and  written  notes 
of  encouragement  for  the  new 
church. 

Hymnals  should  be  mailed  as 
soon  as  possible  to: 

North  Cross  United  Methodist  Church 
Temporary  Offices 
5200  Hwy.  22,  Suite  2 
Mandeville,  LA  70471 


By  Joshua  Lewis 
Contributing  writer 

A  collection  of  buildings  for¬ 
merly  used  to  minister  to  the 
needs  of  people’s  bodies  now 
serves  in  the  ministry  to  their 
minds  and  spirits. 

What  had  been  a  small,  private 
hospital  became,  in  April,  Church 
of  the  Servant  UMC. 

“We  went  from  one  bathroom 
to  28,”  Diane  Craik,  a  member  of 
the  church’s  building  committee, 
said  of  the  20,000-sq.-ft.  facility, 
comfortably  situated  on  six  and  a 
half  acres  along  one  of  the  main 
thoroughfares  in  Mandeville. 

“We  never  could  have  afforded 
to  build  anything  this  big,”  said 
pastor  Rev.  Barry  Hughes.  His  con¬ 
gregation  went  from  worshipping 
in  2,100  sq.  ft.  of  rented  warehouse 
space  on  Palm  Sunday  to  20,000 
sq.  ft.  on  Easter  Sunday,  he  said. 

“It  was  a  mess,”  he  said  of  the 
facility,  which  had  lain  dormant  for 
several  years,  “but  the  basics  of  it 
were  perfect.” 

Those  basics  include  a  main 


$250,000  to  put  down  on  the  pur¬ 
chase.  The  church  chose  to  forego 
the  addition  of  staff  members  such 
as  a  youth  director  and  a  music 
director  for  a  few  years  in  order  to 
save  money  for  a  new  church 
home,  Hughes  said. 

“It  was  the  only  reason  we 
could  act,”  he  said. 

And  the  church  was  able  to 
snag  the  property,  valued  at  more 
than  a  million  dollars,  for  just 
$690,000.  So  they  could  immedi¬ 
ately  borrow  against  the  equity  to 
make  improvements  to  the  site, 
Hughes  said. 

He  also  credited  District  Super¬ 
intendent  Grayson  Watson  with 
being  instrumental  to  the  success 
of  the  church’s  ©pye. 

“He  realty  wqry,-  *<p  bat  for 
us... Grayson  was  a  real. blessing,” 
Hughes  said. 

The  church  is  also  able  to  use  a 
piece  of  property  originally  given 
by  the  Church  Extension  Team  to 
pay  down  the  debt  on  its  new 
property.  Church  Extension  sup¬ 
ported  Church  of  the  Servant  with 
its  standard  four-year  plan  of  sup¬ 
plementing  the  pastor’s  salary, 


big  change.  It’s 


it  was  zoned  ‘institutional,’  which  meant 
that  it  could  either  become  another  hospi¬ 
tal,  a  school  or  a  church,  unless  city  plan¬ 
ners  were  willing  to  change  the  zoning. 

Fortunately  for  the  church,  they  weren’t. 

Another  factor  helped  the  church  act 
decisively  when  opportunity  arose:  having 


building  with  patient  rooms  that 

now  serve  as  Sunday  School  class-  uiemenuns 

rooms.  A  former  nurses’  station  Rev’  Banr  Hutd>vs.  pastor  of  Church  of  the  Servant  UMC  in  ,  ", 

eniovs  new  life  as  a  nnrserv  A  MandeviUe’  fe  k)vin8ly  surrounded  by  some  of  the  church’s  youth  8  ,Saia 
y  ,  u  ^  t  taking  a  break  from  music  practice.  They  stand  under  the  gazebo  at  lts  been  a 

separate  building  houses  the  cafe-  their  new  20,000-sq.-ft  facility.  The  cross  hanging  above  them  was  worked  out  well,”  he  said.  But  the 
tena,  along  with  its  institutional-  brought  from  the  2,100-sq.-ft  warehouse  the  congregation  used  to  change  is  about  more  than  relo- 
Sized  kitchen  and  serving  line.  A  occupy.  The  walkway  in  the  background  leads  to  die  sanctuary  ,  the  catin„  the  rhnrrh 

central  gazebo  with  covered  walk-  oniy  instruction  on  the  site.  f  e  Lnurcn 

.  It  was  a  whole  lot  more  than 

just  getting  this  facility.  It  really  was  a 
growing  up  process  for  our  church,”  he 
said. 

The  move  was  a  church-wide  vote,  not 
a  board  vote,  he  said. 

Every  member  received  packets  of  infor¬ 
mation  detailing  the  church’s  options:  buy¬ 
ing  the  existing  facility  they’re,  in  now  or 
building  a  new  facility  on  the  property  pro¬ 
vided  by  Church  Extension. 

Members  were  conscientious  and 
prayed  long  about  the  decision,  Hughes 
said. 

“We  were  very  intentional  to  talk  about 
it  and  wrestle  with  what  was  the  best  thing 
to  do... It  was  a  real  maturing  process  for 
us.” 

Still,  the  importance  of  the  new  facility  is 
demonstrated  in  the  activities  it  has  made 
possible.  This  summer  the  church  hosted 
150  volunteers  from  Houston  who  were 
working  on  another  church  in  the  area.  The 
local  chapter  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous  has 
its  own  key  to  the  cafeteria,  and  can  hold 
its  meetings  without  disturbing  other  activ¬ 
ities  going  on  around  the  church,  Hughes 
said.  The  church  has  begun  hosting  music 
and  others  arts  events  as  outreach  to  the 
community.  And  the  church  has  enough 
bathrooms  to  accommodate  these  and  oth¬ 
er  activities  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

“We  just  want  somebody  to  ask  where 
the  bathroom  Hughes  said. 


ways  connects  these  buildings  to  a  third — 
and  to  the  sanctuary,  the  only  building  the 
church  has  added  to  the  property. 

Acquiring  the  property  was  something 
of  a  coup  for  the  young  church. 

“We  really  are  kind  of  the  envy  of  the 
community,”  Hughes  said.  “They  can’t 


It  was  a  whole  lot  more 
than  just  getting  this 
facility.  It  really  was  a 
growing  up  process  for 

our  church/ 


-Rev.  Barry  Hughes 


believe  we  pulled  it  off.” 

Several  commercial  developers  had  their 
eyes  on  the  site.  The  prime  real  estate 
would  have  made  a  good  location  for  a 
strip  mall  or  an  office  complex,  Hughes 
said. 

“It’s  such  a  great  location— right  on  the 
main  drag,”  he  said. 

There  was  only  one  thing  that  stood  in 
developers’  way:  zoning. 

Since  the  site  was  previously  a  hospital, 


A  cross  and  fountain  adorn  the  parking  lot  at 
Church  of  the  Servant  In  the  background 
stretch  some  of  the  six  and  a  half  acres  the 
congregation  now  calls  home. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 
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Send  your  church’s  stories  to: 

Constance  Handy 

District  Communication  Advisor 

2706  Walden  Dr. 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70607 
Tel.  (318)  474-4187 


Around  the  District 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  DeQuiney  UMC  recently  held  its 
Annual  Market  and  Craft  Fair.  Henning  UMC  is  preparing  for  its  Noah’s 
Ark  Fall  Family  Retreat  at  the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center.  The  focus  of  the 
two-day  retreat  is  the  promise  of  God  in  the  story  of  Noah,  explored 
through  nature  walks,  crafts,  songs  around  the  campfire  and  special  sports, 
games  and  activities  for  the  whole  family.  Jennings  UMC  held  a  prayer  vig¬ 
il  to  seek  God’s  will  for  them  in  the  years  ahead.  They  also  had  their  annu¬ 
al  church  picnic  in  Lake  Arthur. 

The  Sunday  School  of  Moss  BhifflJMC  celebrated  “Spirit  Month”  in  Octo¬ 
ber.  Each  member  was  asked  to  attend  and  bring  a  guest.  They  made  a  “Real 
Spirit  Chain”  to  show  each  person’s  involvement  in  Sunday  School.  Several 
members  of  Oak  Park  UMC  recently  toured  the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot 
in  Baldwin.  Their  group  helped  sort  and  pack  items  for  health  kits. 

University  UMC  held  its  annual  carnival — Peace  2000:  In  Your  Heart...ln 
Our  World.  They  also  are  collecting  labels  from  Campbell  items;  Franco-Amer- 
ican  pasta  and  gravy  products;  Marie’s  dressings,  dips  and  glazes;  Pepperidge 
Farm  products  and  other  food  products  for  quality  education  equipment  for  the 
children  at  the  Red  Bird  Mission  School  in  Kentucky  and  the  St.  Mark’s  Com¬ 
munity  Center  in  New  Orleans. 


The  Lake  Charles  District  Mission  Team  recently  held  a  retreat 
at  the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center.  District  Missioner  Jean 
Foreman  (center),  who  led  the  retreat,  makes  a  presentation  as 
District  Superintendent  Larry  Maddin  (left)  and  Teresa  Wright, 
district  coordinator  of  Youth  Ministries  (right),  look  on.  The 
DMT  discussed  goals  and  ways  to  better  meet  churches’  needs. 
The  team  also  worked  on  plans  for  training  newly  elected 
officers  next  year. 


University  UMC  hosts  pro-democracy  Russian  visitors 


By  Constance  Abraham-Handy 
District  Communication  Advisor 


816  Kirkman  Street 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 
(318)  439-2982 

District  Superintendent 

J.  Lawrence  Maddin 

Communication  Advisor 

Constance  Abraham-Handy 
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University  UMC  recently  hosted  14  Rus¬ 
sian  political  and  civic  leaders,  along  with 
their  three  interpreters  for  ten  days  through 
the  Open  World  Russian  Leadership  Pro¬ 
gram  established  by  the  Library  of 
Congress. 

The  participants  were  selected  by  the 
Library  as  individuals  who  are  currently 
working  to  promote  and  support  the  demo¬ 
cratic  process  in  Russia. 

This  group  was  one  of  the  largest  to  vis¬ 
it  the  United  States.  University  was  one  of 
the  first  churches  selected  to  participate  in 
the  program  in  the  country. 

The  diverse  group  of  Russians  consisted 
of  mayors,  an  English  teacher,  a  university 
professor,  a  government  employee,  a 
deputy  chief  of  the  Social  Defense  Depart¬ 
ment,  a  head  of  a  housing  subsidy,  and  an 
accountant. 

The  Open  World  program  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  inclusive  programs  ever 
established  by  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
partially  funded  by  the  United  States 
Congress. 

University’s  involvement  with  Russia 
began  with  its  participation  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Russia  Initiative  when  it 
took  part  in  the  1991  food  lift.  In  January  of 
this  year,  several  Sunday  School  members 
attended  the  annual  conference  on  the  Rus¬ 
sia  Initiative  in  Dallas.  Organizers  sought 
help  from  the  attendants  to  host  3,000  Rus¬ 
sians  this  summer. 

Host  families  from  University  provided 
housing  and  transportation  for  their  guests. 
During  their  visit,  they  toured  a  courthouse, 
a  local  bank,  an  investment  business,  a 
farm,  the  State  Capitol  in  Baton  Rouge,  the 
Louisiana  Department  of  Economic  Devel¬ 
opment,  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Labor,  McNeese  State  University,  Southwest 
Louisiana  Convention  Bureau,  several  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  W.O.  Moss  Regional  Hospital, 
Calcasieu  Parish  Police  Jury,  Sowela  Tech¬ 
nical  Institute,  Northrup  Grumman  Aircraft 
Maintenance  Facility  and  the  Calcasieu 


Russian  visitors  hosted  by  University  UMC, 
Lake  Charles,  are  welcomed  at  the  Louisiana 
House  of  Representatives  in  Baton  Rouge. 
The  Open  World  Russian  Leadership 
Program,  established  by  the  Library  of 
Congress,  selects  participants  who  are 
working  to  promote  the  democratic  process. 
At  right  (1  to  r),  Randy  Roach,  Mickey 
Shannon  and  Dvid  Conner  served  as 
coordinators  of  the  project  at  University. 
The  church  was  one  of  the  first  in  the  nation 
chosen  to  participate. 

Parish  Sheriff  Department’s  jail.  The  visitors 
also  attended  the  Blues  and  Zydeco  Festi¬ 
val,  a  McNeese  State  University  football 
game  (including  tailgating  parties),  and  a 
Lake  Charles  City  Council  meeting.  They 
also  visited  the  Prien  Lake  Mall. 

The  coordinators  of  the  visit  at  Universi¬ 
ty,  Mickey  Shannon,  David  Conner  and 
Randy  Roach,  believed  this  visit  gave  the 
participants  the  opportunity  to  witness 
democracy  first  hand  and  gave  all  involved 
with  the  visit-host  families,  coordinators 
and  church  members-better  understanding 
of  the  Russian  people  and  the  opportunity 
to  make  life-long  friends. 

A  few  days  before  their  planned  depar¬ 
ture,  many  said  the  visitors  were  no  differ¬ 


Q 
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ent  from  those  who  attended  University. 
They  have  hopes  and  dreams  as  Americans 
do;  they  are  ordinary  people.  Their  visit 
gave  University  members  a  greater  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  freedom  they  have  as  Amer¬ 
ican  citizens. 


Mt.  Olive  UMC  turns  Bible  school  into  block  party 


By  Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Moving  the  church  to  the  streets  was  a 
great  idea  for  Mt.  Olive  UMC  in  Bastrop. 

The  church  threw  a  block  party  for  their 
community  with  more  than  100  people  of 
all  ages  attending  the  event. 

“If  we  are  to  get  the  ‘unchurched,’  we 
must  do  some  non-traditional  things,”  said 
pastor  Rev.  Johnny  M.  Riley,  Jr.  He  added, 
“It  was  an  eye  opening  event  for  all  of  us.” 

The  block  party  was  a  one-day  event 
that  replaced  the  church’s  regular  vacation 
bible  school.  The  pastor  agreed  to  hold  the 
party  only  if  the  music  was  contemporary 
gospel  music.  The  party  was  intergenera- 
tional  and  one  team  leader,  Julia  Smith,  is 
80  years  old. 

The  three-hour  event  was  divided  into 
one  hour  of  Bible  study  celebrating  Jesus 
and  two  hours  of  recreation. 

Other  churches  in  the  Bastrop  area  were 
very  interested  in  the  block  party.  They 
asked  Mt.  Olive  to  expand  the  party  to 
include  them.  The  block  party  was  soon 
followed  by  a  community  youth  rally.  The 
team  leader  for  the  rally  was  Sonia  Gee, 
youth  director  for  the  Mt.  Olive  church. 

“After  several  local  pastors  saw  our  suc¬ 
cess,  we  decided  to  have  a  community 
event,”  Riley  said.  “What  a  success  story! 
We  had  over  350  youth,  not  counting  the 
adults.” 


The  rally  was 
four  hours  long.  The 
first  hour  and  a  half 
was  filled  with 
singing,  dancing, 
skits,  prayer  and  “a 
little  preaching”, 
Riley  said.  The 
Tabernacle  Baptist 
Church  presented  a 
puppet  show. 

“When  the  invita¬ 
tion  was  given, 
there  was  standing 
room  only,”  Riley 
reported.  “God  is 
really  moving  in  the 
youth’s  lives.” 

The  community 
rally  will  become  an 
annual  event,  he  said. 

More  than  100 
community  youth 
attended  the  block 
party  sponsored 
recently  by  Mt  Olive 
UMC  in  Bastrop 
(right).  Though  the 
event  replaced 
traditional  vacation 
bible  school, 

children  still 

participated  in  bible 
study  (above). 


Upcoming  Events 


“The  Harvest  is  Plentiful”  is  the  theme 
for  the  Mission  Department  of  St  Peter 
UMC,  Lake  Providence,  as  they  present 
their  annual  Harvest  and  Thanksgiving 
Program  Nov.  21  at  2  p.m. 

Special  guests  will  be  Rev.  Ralph  Cole¬ 
man  and  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of 
Bastrop.  Special  music  will  be  provided  by 
Christ  Fellowship  of  Lake  Providence. 

All  members  and  visitors  are  asked  to 
bring  a  canned  good  or  non-perishable 
item  for  Thanksgiving  baskets  for  the 
needy.  Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 

“Make  It,  Bake  It,  Sew  It,  Grow  It”  Silent 
Auction  and  Luncheon  will  be  held  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women  of  First  UMC, 


Columbia,  after  the  worship  service  Nov.  21. 
The  auction  includes  all  types  of  home¬ 
made  items,  crafts,  cakes  and  even  frozen 
casseroles.  The  silent  auction  is  an  annual 
event. 

Teen  Theater,  sponsored  by  Hope 
UMC,  Monroe,  invites  district  youth  to 
participate  in  writing  and  acting.  The  youth 
write  skits  depicting  situations  they 
encounter  daily.  After  the  performances, 
the  audience  has  the  opportunity  to  ask 
questions  while  the  actors  remain  in  char¬ 
acter.  For  more  information,  contact  the 
church  at  (318)  387-5757  or  Loraine  Sparks, 
the  director  of  Teen  Theater,  at  (318)  324- 
0120. 


Remember  the 
Prayer  Connection 

The  Monroe  Prayer  Connection  is  a  min¬ 
istry  of  intercessory  prayer  for  district  church¬ 
es  by  district  churches. 

Individual  churches  are  linked  as  prayer 
partners.  In  addition,  district  churches  pray 
for  each  other.  The  suggested  list  of  churches 
changes  monthly. 

In  November,  pray  for  Woodlawn  United 
Methodist  Church,  Rev.  Howard 
Hudson;VkUia  United  Methodist  Church, 
Rev.  Jonathan  Beck;  Claiborne  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alfred  BakeweR  9;  Hope 
United  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  Jack  Holmes; 
and  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  Bas¬ 
trop,  Rev.  John  Deschner. 


909  North  18th  Street 
Suite  206 

Monroe,  LA  70201 
(318)  387-7364 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Marie  'Williams 

Communication  Advisor 

Lyn  Sheehan 


Memorial  UMC,  Monroe,  will 
hold  its  38th  Annual  Bazaar 
Nov.  18  from  8  a.m.-7  p.m. 
The  bazaar  will  feature  a 
gourmet  corner  and  creative 
handmade  crafts,  such  as 
wreaths,  ornaments, 
woodcrafts  and  baskets. 
Memorial’s  famous  gumbo 
will  be  served  from  11  a.m.  to 
closing.  Pints  of  frozen 
gumbo  may  be  reserved  by 
calling  (318)  343-3033.  But 
hurry,  it  goes  fast! 

At  left,  Frances  Gannaway 
(left)  and  Jane  DeMasterson 
label  cakes  at  a  previous 
year’s  event. 


Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Lyn  Sheehan 

District  Communication  Advisor 

P.O.  Box  178 

Columbia,  LA  71418 

Tel.  (318)  649-7188 

E-mail:  lyn_sheehan@hotmail.com 
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Cornerstone  hosts  celebration  of  New  Oleans  East 


Rev.  Joe  Connelly,  pastor  of  Cornerstone  UMC,  (second  from  right)  dances  with  some  friends 
and  co-workers  in  front  of  the  main  stage  at  the  Celebration  of  New  Orleans  East  Festival  ‘99. 


3401  Canal  Sreet 
New  Orleans,  LA  70119 
(504)  488-5430 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Dian  Kent 

Mt.  Zion  consecrates 
renovated  building 

•  ‘  -  A' 

Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  con¬ 
secrated  its  renovated  Education  and 
Activities  Building  Oct.  17. 

The  facilities  will  allow  the  church  to 
better  serve  the  congregation  and  the 
community,  pastor  Rev.  Victor  T.  McCul¬ 
lough  said. 

The  building  will  be  used  in  ministry’  to 
seniors  and  to  accommodate  the  Educa¬ 
tional  Council  for  Hope  and  Oppoutunity 
(ECHO),  an  umbrella  organization  for 
community  outreach  projects  like  provid¬ 
ing  food,  tutoring  and  counseling,  McCul¬ 
lough  said. 


Let  us  tell  your  story... 

If  you  have  a  story  to  tell  about 
your  church  or  its  members,  please 
contact  District  Communication 
Advisor  Dian  Kent  at  (504)  368- 
2567.  You  may  also  contact  the 
District  Office  at  (504)  488-5430. 
Let’s  get  the  word  out.  -t  Y 


By  lisa  T.  Ross 
The  Times-Picayune 

There’s  no  mistaking  the  distinct  voice 
of  Irma  Thomas  as  she  belts  out  a  song. 
Her  unique  sound  and  one-of-a  kind  stage 
presence  usually  commands  an  audience 
and  brings  them  to  their  feet.  That’s  exact¬ 
ly  what  happened  last  weekend  as  the  local 
music  legend  opened  the  show  for  the  Cel¬ 
ebration  of  New  Orleans  East  Festival  ’99,  a 
party  with  a  purpose  sponsored  by  Corner¬ 
stone  United  Methodist  Church. 

More  than  1,000  people,  including  a 
host  of  city  and  state  officials  assembled  on 
the  grounds  of  the  church  not  only  to  hear 
Thomas  sing  but  to  sample  an  interesting 
assortment  of  food,  games,  entertainment 
and  crafts,  all  provided  to  heighten  public 
awareness  about  the  good  things  happen¬ 
ing  in  the  eastern  sector  of  the  city. 

“We  wanted  to  provide  a  venue  which 
would  bring  together  the  business,  reli¬ 
gious  and  neighborhood  communities  for  a 
day  of  fun,  food,  fellowship,  and  entertain¬ 
ment,”  said  Rev.  Joe  Connelly,  pastor  of 
Cornerstone  UMC.  “We  use  this  festival  not 
to  promote  Cornerstone  but  to  promote 
New  Orleans  East.” 

As  festival-goers  dined  on  delicacies 
such  as  fried  catfish,  smoked  turkey  legs, 
seafood  pasta,  jambalaya,  hot  tamales,  red 
beans  and  rice,  gumbo,  crawfish  stew, 
hamburgers  and  hotdogs,  they  were  treated 
to  entertainment  provided  throughout  the 
day  by  several  performers,  church  choirs 
and  dance  groups. 

They  also  browsed  and  shopped  at  the 
craft  booths,  which  featured  items  such  as 
florals,  gift  baskets,  hair  bows,  glass  acces¬ 
sories,  toys,  hats,  jewelry,  books,  key  rings 
and  paintings. 

The  DS's  Corner 

Dear  Friends, 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Messiah ! 

The  past  few  weeks  have  been 
exhilarating  as  I  have  made  the  rounds  of 
Charge  Conferences  and  Christian 
Conferencing!  The  manner  in  which  many 
of  these  celebrations  are  handled  gives 
much  encouragement. 

One  of  the  things  that  continues  to 
emerge  is  the  example  of  what  I  style  “The 
Attitude  of  Gratitude.”  The  biblical 
reference  in  this  is  Luke  17:11-19  where 
Jesus  deals  with  ten  lepers  and  only  ONE 
of  them  returns  to  say  thank  you.  In  some 
sense,  many  persons  are  like  the  ungrateful 
nine  who  simply  go  on  about  their 
business  with  no  regard  for  what  has 
happened  in  their  lives. 

In  other  words,  they  show  no  gratitude 
to  God  for  what  God  has  done  for  them. 
One  of  the  ways  to  show  thanks  or  to 
demonstrate  the  attitude  of  gratitude  is  in 
the  way  we  share  with  others.  The 
possibilities  for  “doing”  and  “being”  the 
Church  are  numerous  as  we  live  out  these 
last  days  of  this  millennium.  Many  persons 
are  wondering  what  will  happen  as  we 


"We  use  this  festival  not  to 
promote  Cornerstone  but  to 
promote  New  Orleans  East." 

Rev.  Joe  Connelly 

Performing  on  the  main  stage  were 
Lance  Ellis,  Wanda  Rouzan,  Leah  Chase 
Kamata,  Charmaine  Neville,  Sista  Teedy 
and  Whyte  Chocolate,  Cornerstone’s  Chan¬ 
cel  Choir  and  singers  from  Franklin  Avenue 
Baptist  Church. 


'Warning:  God 


move  from  one  century  to  the  next.  I  like 
to  think  that  God  will  just  keep  on  giving 
us  opportunities  to  show  our  attitude  of 
gratitude  as  those  whom  we  call  the  least 
among  us  continue  to  have  needs. 

I  have  talked  in  a  couple  of  settings 
about  a  sign  I  saw  in  a  church  which  read: 
“SILENCE,  PEOPLE  AT  PRAYER!” 

I  would  like  to  think  that  a  better  sign 
for  us  would  perhaps  be  one  that  reads: 
“WARNING:  GOD  AT  WORK!” 


Photo  by  T.K.  Goodell,  Times-Picayune 
In  the  Gospel  Tent,  the  audience  lis¬ 
tened  to  the  Bethany  UMC  Men’s  Chorus, 
Frankie  Guidry,  St.  Maria  Gorretti  Catholic 
Church  Choir,  B-4  Christian  Rap  Group, 
Soullier  School  Choir  and  the  Cornerstone 
Men’s  and  Youth  Choirs.  In  the  Kidz  Tent 
the  entertainment  included  Bippy  the 
Clown,  Miss  V  the  Storyteller  (Alana 
Villavaso),  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC  Drill 
Team,  Living  Testimony  Christian  Drama 
Troupe,  Shabach  Liturgical  Dance  Group 
and  Kalen  Grant  and  Shades  of  Suga. 

“Imagine  the  benefit  to  our  community  if 
each  person  in  attendance  here  today  tells 
just  one  other  person  about  the  wonderful 
time  and  the  great  businesses  that  are  in 
New  Orleans  east,”  said  Connelly. 

at  Work!' 

I  have  seen  God  at  work  in  many 
places  around  this  conference  in  general 
and  this  district  in  particular.  I  simply  say 
that  we  still  have  much  worshipful-work  to 
do.  I  think  that  it  will  all  come  to  a  peak: 

when  the  thirsty  ones  give  water  to  all  of  us. 

when  the  crippled,  in  their  weakness 
strengthen  others. 

when  we  love,  though  hate  at  times  seems 
all  around  us. 

when,  at  last,  all  those  who  suffer  find 
comfort. 

when  they  hope,  even  though  hope  seems 
hopeless. 

when  our  joy  fills  up  our  cup  to  overflowing. 

when  our  lips  speak  no  words  other  than 
true. 

when  we  learn  to  make  peace  instead  of 
war. 

when  we  know  that  God  is  still  on  that  road 
with  us. 

when  we  show  the  attitude  of  gratitude. 

In  the  meantime:  Warning:  God  is  at  work! 

Shalom, 

Freddie  C.  Henderson 
District  Superintendent 
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Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
QUADRENNIAL  NOMINATIONS  INTEREST  SHEET 

(Please  type  or  print) 

Name  of  Nominee: _ 

Address: _ 

Work  Phone: _ Home  Phone: _ 

Home  Church: _ 

District: _ 

Membership  Size  of  Local  Church: _ 

Occupation: _ 

Circle  One:  Clergy  Lay  Circle  One:  Male  Female 

Circle  One  (Age  Group):  12  -  17  18  -  30  31  -  55  Over  55 


GBGM  commissions  new  missionaries 


STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)  The 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  commissioned  45  new 
missionaries  during  its  Oct.  18-21  annual 
meeting,  including  31  assigned 
specifically  to  Korean-American  or 
Hispanic  ministries. 

Among  the  new  mission  personnel  are 
seven  deaconesses  and  four  church  and 
community  workers. 

The  commissioning  increased  the 
number  of  missionaries  for  the  National 
Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries  to  20.  The 
new  missionaries  are  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Calvo  of  Costa  Rica,  to  serve  the 
Louisiana  Conference;  Ralph  and  Irma 
Figueroa,  Northern  Illinois  Conference, 
to  serve  in  Sealac,  Wash.;  Jerry  Goebel, 


Pacific-Northwest  Conference,  to 
Sunnyside,  Wash.;  the  Rev.  Victor 
Gonzalez,  Pacific-Northwest  Conference, 
to  Fruitland,  Idaho;  Noel  Morfin,Oregon- 
Idaho  Conference,  to  Rupert,  Idaho;  the 
Rev.  Eleazar  Rivera-Garcia,  Pacific- 
Northwest  Conference,  to  Woodburn, 
Ore.;  Paul  Santillan,  Rio  Grande 
Conference,  to  Georgetown,  Texas;  and 
the  Rev.  Ernesto  Trevino,  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico,  to  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Carolina  Labrada  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico  was  recognized  as  a 
deaconess  during  the  commissioning 
service.  She  is  assigned  to  St.  Mary’s 
Residential  Training  School  in 
Alexandria,  La. 


Dec.  4  set  for  worldwide  celebration  of  Christ 


Circle  One  (Race):  Black/African-American  Hispanic  White 

Native-American  Asian-American  Pacific  Islander 

Circle  One  (Handicapping  Conditions):  Yes  No 

^Please  list  by  order  of  preference  the  agencies  that  are  of  greatest  interest  to  you  and 
in  which  you  might  like  to  serve. 

1 
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HONG  KONG  (UMNS)— Methodist 
churches  are  being  encouraged  to  join  in 
a  worldwide  celebration  of  the  birth  of 
Christ  on  Dec.  4.  On  that  day,  local 
Christians  in  Bethlehem,  Jerusalem,  the 
West  Bank  and  Israel  will  observe  the 
2,000th  year  since  the  birth  of  Christ. 

The  heads  of  the  Christian  world 
communions,  including  the  World 
Methodist  Council  (WMC),  have  been 
invited  to  join  the  celebration  and  mark 
the  day  in  some  way.  The  WMC,  which 
met  Sept.  20-24  in  Hong  Kong,  consists  of 


Methodist  leaders  from  around  the  world. 

“It  is  our  hope  that  small  groups  of 
Christians  will  gather  to  identify  with  this 
celebration  in  diverse  places  on  that 
Saturday,”  said  Joe  Hale,  a  WMC 
executive. 

Communities  can  tie  their  observance 
to  a  special  breakfast,  mid-morning 
coffee,  or  lunch  or  dinner  gathering  for  a 
small  or  the  entire  community. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
WMC  at  (828)  456-9432,  or  P.O.  Box  5 18, 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  28745. 


If  you  are  currently  serving  on  a  Conference  council,  team,  board,  commission,  or 
committee,  please  list  and  give  date  service  began: 


In  a  few  words,  please  give  a  description  of  yourself,  including  your  experience  and 
specific  interest  in  the  ministry  of  die  church  (both  local  and  beyond). 


FOR  LAITY:  Please  ask  your  pastor  and  local  church  lay  leader  to  endorse  your 
nomination. 

Comments  of  Pastor:  Pastor  name _ 


Publishing  House  planning  Destination:  Transformation 


Destination:  Transformation  is  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House’s 
campaign  to  introduce  new  curriculum 
resources  for  the  year  2000  and  beyond. 

In  addition  to  reaching  churches 
through  print  and  other  media,  the 
agency  plans  to  hold  a  Destination 
Transformation  workshop  in  each  annual 
conference  between  March  18  and  April 
15,  2000. 

The  workshops  will  be  approximately 
two  hours  in  length  and  will  include 
training  in  teaching  for  transformation, 
hands-on  lesson  planning  using  the  new 
resources,  and  an  opportunity  to 
purchase  the  new  resources  at  special 
introductory  prices. 


The  dates  for  workshops  in  Louisiana 

are  March  22  in  Baton  Rouge  from  6-8 
p.m.  and  March  23  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth  from  1-3  p.m. 

Workshops  will  be  open  to  all 
churches. 

“We  are  looking  forward  to  working 
with  the  Publishing  House  to  enrich  the 
teaching  ministry  of  churches  in  our 
conference  as  we  begin  a  new  century,” 
said  Dr.  Rena  Yocom,  executive  director 
of  mission  and  ministries  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Watch  for  more  information  on 
Destination:  Transformation  as  details 
become  available. 


Comments  of  Local  Church  Lay  Leader:  Lay  leader  name:. 


Nominee  signature _ _ Date. _ 

Instructions 

Laity:  Please  glue  completed  form  to  your  pastor  by  Jan.  3,  2000.  He/she  will  be 
responsible  for  getting  your  nomination  form  to  the  district  superintendent  by  Jan  5 
2000. 

Clergy:  Please  send  completed  form  to  your  district  superintendent  by  fan.  5,  2000. 


Please  join  us. 

You  are  invited  to  celebrate  and 
support  The  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  Sunday,  Nov.  21  from  6-9 
p.m.  at  the  Plimsoll  Club  atop  the 
World  Trade  Center  in  New  Orleans. 
Enjoy  a  fantastic  view,  elegant  New 
Orleans-flavor  gourmet  dinner 
selections  and  music  by  The 
Charmaine  Neville  Band  featuring 
Reggie  Houston  and  Amasa  Miller.  A 
silent  auction  also  will  be  held. 

For  ticket  information,  contact 
Alysia  Duffus  at  (504)  895-7709. 


Sunday,  November  21 
6-9  p.m. 
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Mississippi  VIM  group  revitalizes  Wesley  UMC 


Pastor  Janie  Burch  (far  left)  expresses  her  gratitude  to  a  Volunteers  in  Mission 
group  from  Woodville  UMC  in  southeastern  Mississippi  who  recently 
revitalized-  inside  and  out-  the  education  building  of  Wesley  UMC  in  Crowley. 
The  mission  was  the  group’s  very  first  MM  endeavor.  And,  they  did 
miraculous  things  in  just  one  weekend  The  building,  which  had  all  but  been 
abandoned,  now  houses  Sunday  School  classes  as  well  as  the  new  pastor  and 
her  husband,  Sam,  who  are  in  residence  part  of  each  week.  The  church, 
which  is  Janie’s  first  appointment,  was  almost  closed.  But,  with  the  infectious 
enthusiasm  of  the  Burches  spreading  around  the  neighborhood,  Wesley’s 
future  looks  bright.  The  congregation  treated  the  Mississippians  to  an 
authentic  cajun  meal  Sunday  before  they  departed  for  home  with  a  successful 
first  mission  under  their  belt.  Aren’t  southern  neighbors  great? 

Photo  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 


OPPORTUNITIES  EXCHANGE 

♦  The  North  Shore  District  is  looking  for  a  new  district  missioner.  Letters  of 
application  and  resumes  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Grayson  B.  Watson,  124  Lisa  Lane, 
Mandeville,  LA.  70448.  For  information  about  the  half-time  position,  call  the  district 
office  at  (504)  626-0918. 

♦  The  Southeastern  Louisiana  University  Campus  Ministry  in  Hammond  needs  a 
recital  quality  piano,  preferably  a  baby  grand.  If  you  have  one  you  would  like  to 
donate  or  if  you  would  like  to  buy  one  for  them,  please  contact  Rev.  W.  Timothy 
Hamilton  at  (504)  345-6175. 

♦  Mark  your  calendars  now  to  come  to  the  well  for  “Fresh  Water  for  a  New  Day,” 
a  congregational  development  seminar  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Francis  Asbury  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Ministry 
Team.  The  two-day  workshop  will  be  held  Feb.  25-26  for  one  pastor  and  three  laity 


from  each  church  in  the  district.  Cost  is 
for  more  information. 
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CONFERENCE 
Program  Calendar 

November 

13- 21  VIM,  Honduras 

14- 20  VIM  (Tornado  Response), 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

16  Campus  Ministry  Administrative 

Task  Force  and  Board  Executive 
Meeting 

18-21  Cursillo  #75,  Conference  Center 
18-21  Into  the  New  Millenium,  Gathering 
of  North  American  Methodist 
Wesleyan  leaders,  Houston 
20  Conference  Center  Board, 

Conference  Center 
25  Thanksgiving  Day 
28  Special  Offering  for  UM  Student 
Day 


Cuba  from  front  page 

down  a  street  in  Havana  looks  very 
much  like  walking  down  a  street  in  New 
Orleans.” 

Meeting  with  Castro,  the  group 
discussed  the  importance  of  education  as 
well  as  the  history  and  organization  of 
the  Methodist  movement  worldwide.  The 
importance  of  values  in  education  and 
society  was  a  major  topic  of  discussion, 
Ireson  said. 

“The  Methodist  Church  has  been 
committed  to  education  for  250  years 
and  now  has  123  institutions  in  the  U.S. 
and  an  association  of  636  institutions  in 
59  countries,”  Ireson  told  the  president. 

Castro  expressed  interest  in  learning 
more  about  Africa  University,  the  newest 
United  Methodist-related  school.  He  was 
particularly  interested  in  the  faculty  of 
medical  services,  which  is  scheduled  to 
open  in  2003- 

Cuba  has  placed  a  major  emphasis  on 
medical  education,  he  said,  and  it  has 
sent  more  than  6,000  medical  doctors  to 
Central  and  South  America  and  Africa  in 
a  humanitarian  effort  to  help  the  poor. 

This  area  of  medical  service  to  the 
poor  may  present  a  strong  opportunity 
for  cooperation  between  the  Methodist 
church  and  Cuba,  Castro  said. 

Lomax  said  he  was  surprised  and 
pleased  by  the  strength  of  the  working 
relationship  between  The  UMC  in  Cuba 
and  the  Cuban  government.  “It  reminded 
me  that  we  are  a  global  church.  That 
connection  really  does  open  a  lot  of 
doors  for  us.  We  clearly  had  such  a  high 
level  of  access  (to  the  government) 
because  of  the  GBHEM  connection.” 

In  addition  to  Lomax  and  Ireson,  the 
delegation  included  Benjamin  Ladner, 
president  of  American  University, 
Washington;  ;William  Chace,  president  of 
Emory  University,  Atlanta;  Shirley 
Lewis, president  of  Paine  College, 
Augusta,  Ga.;  and  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  top  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
Washington. 

Four  other  board  staff  members  also 
accompanied  the  delegation:  Joaquin 
Garcia  and  John  Harnish  of  the  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry;  Raul  Alegria,  Office 
of  Administration;  and  Ken  Yamada, 
Division  of  Higher  Education. 


Cuban  President  Fidel  Castro  greets 
Dr.  Roger  Ireson,  general  secretary. 


GBHEM. 


The  delegation  visited  the  University 
of  Havana,  the  University  of  Matanzas, 
the  Medical  Sciences  Higher  Institute  of 
Havana,  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Latin 
American  Medical  University,  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Cuba,  and  the 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Matanzas. 

The  delegation  also  met  with  the 
heads  of  the  ministries  of  education  and 
higher  education.  Top  priorities  for  Cuba 
include  providing  higher  education  for 
graduate  students  and  more  research 
opportunities  for  doctoral  students. 

The  minister  of  higher  education 
strongly  favored  developing  high-level 
exchange  programs,  Ireson  said. 

Lomax  said  he  expects  Dillard  to 
participate  in  those  exchanges  when 
they  begin. 

The  highlight  of  the  trip  for  Lomax,  he 
said,  was  visiting  the  seminary  in 
Matanzas  and  finding,  much  to  his 
surprise,  a  Volunteers  in  Mission  group 
from  Baton  Rouge  seated  on  the  floor  of 
the  bishop’s  office.  The  group,  headed 
by  Rev.  Larry  Norman,  had  just  arrived 
for  a  construction  mission. 

“I  would  say  to  UM  congregations 
everywhere, ’’Lomax  said,  ‘“know  how 
much  the  generous  donations  from  the 
international  church  mean  to  these 
people.’” 

“Everywhere  we  went,  we  heard 
expressions  of  gratitude  from  the  people 
for  everything  the  church  has  done.” 

-from  a  UMNS  story. 


Leadership  training  from  front  page 


“connection,”  he  stopped  us  and 
expounded  on  the  definition  and 
description  of  United  Methodist 
Christians. 

Norris  said,  “It  does  not  mean  that  we 
all  do  the  same  thing  at  the  same  time  in 
the  same  way, nor  that  we  are  connected 
to  ourselves;  it  means  that  ‘we  are  able  to 
go  into  all  the  world;’  ‘the  world  is  our 
parish.’ 

“We,  as  United  Methodists, 
understand  love  as  the  most  important 
concept  or  act.”  He  cited  ways  that  our 
connectionalism  works:  our  polity 


connects  the  way  we  do  mission  that  other 
churches  can’t  experience;  our 
denomination  does  believe  in  and  supports 
education;  75  to  80  health-care  institutions 
are  supported  by  The  UMC  because  we 
meet  the  needs  of  others.  United  Methodist 
Women  does  more  for  children  and  youth 
and  women  than  any  similar  organization 
in  Christendom,  he  said. 

In  conclusion,  Bishop  Norris  pointed  out 
that  we  could  not  possibly  “feed  the 
hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  or  go  into  all  the 
world”  as  well  individually  as  we  can 
through  this  connection. 
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Conference  workshop  teaches  how  to  ‘make  things  happen 

Town  and  Country  Training  Pilot  a  hit  with  attendees 

by  Jerry  Johnson 
Pastor,  Welsh  UMC 

More  than  130  laity  and  clergy 
took  part  in  the  Town  and  Country 
Training  Pilot  at  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 
Oct.  21-22. 

Participants  were  invited  to  view 
10  presentations  from  similar  size 
churches  across  the  conference  and 
then  go  into  a  planning  session  with 
up  to  three  of  the  presenters.  The 
goal  was  to  develop  action  plans  that 
could  be  taken  back  to  local 
churches  for  implementation. 

The  presentations  included  a 
youth  prayer  breakfast,  an  option  for 
a  weekend  spiritual  retreat  to  be  held 

in  the  local  church,  an  option  for  a  ^ _ _ _ _ 

DISCIPLE-type  Bible  study,  a  youth  Rev.  Kenneth  Klemme,  pastor,  Quitman-Clay  Charge,  pauses  to  take  a  photo 
nrogram  encompassing  several  small  with  Rev.  Madeline  Mitchell,  pastor ,Wesley-Mt.  Vernon  Charge  in  Houma. 
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churches  in  a  fifteen-mile  radius,  a 
tutorial  program,  two  presentations  on  increasing 
membership,  small  church  resources,  growing  in  a  small 
church,  and  managing  a  three  point  charge. 

Responses  about  the  training  from  the  participants 
were  overwhelmingly  positive.  The  theme  that  ran 
through  all  the  written  critiques  was,  “we  are  listening  to 
real  people  from  our  conference  who  are  making  things 
happen  and  we  can  too.” 

Since  this  was  a  pilot,  several  areas  that  will  be 
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refined  and  adjusted  before  the  next  session  that  will  be 
conducted  in  the  spring  of  2000. 

Presenters  were  Dr.  Rena  Yocom,  Rev.  Ken  Klemme, 
Rev.  Emile  Tosso,  Rev. Chris  Blanchard,  Rev.  Jonathon 
Beck,  Rev.  Jerry  Johnson,  Rev.  Marguerite  Jenkins,  Rev. 
Harold  Babbin,  Rev.  Bob  Eckerle,  and  Ms.  Carolyn 
Young. 

The  Town  and  Country  Training  Pilot  was  funded  in 
part  by  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana. 


Idea  Book  offers  ideas,  stories  to  give  energy  to  faith  journey 


An  Idea  Book  for 
GOD’S  TIME:  A  NEW  MILLENNIUM 


All  Time  is  God’s  Time! 

Want  to  explore  new  ways  to  celebrate  the  Birth  that  happened 
2000years  ago? 

Want  to  give  energy  to  faith  journeys,  rather  than  make  statements 

about  the  successes  and  failures  of  the  church  for  the  last  2000 
years? 

Want  to  be  a  part  of  an  “Epiphany”  lighting  that  makes  a  witness  to 
the  whole  state  of  Louisiana? 

Want  to  read  how  three  pastors  reflect  on  the  two  essential  texts, 
John  3:16  and  Matthew  28:16-20? 

“An  Idea  Book”  was  mailed  recently  to  each  local  church.  If  you 
have  not  received  one,  please  call  the  Conference  Office  at  (225)  346- 
1646  or  (888)  239-5286  and  ask  for  Liz  Lucas  at  Ext.  221. 


'odd  Methodist  Council 
to  meet  in  England  in  2001 

Bishop  seeking  La.  delegates 

Want  to  attend  the  World  Methodist  Council  meeting 
in  the  seaside  town  of  Brighton,  England  July  26-31, 
2001?  The  Louisiana  Area  is  going  to  name  three 
council  members  to  serve  on  the  WMC  for  the  2001- 
2006  quinquennium  and  45  delegates  to  attend  the  18th 
World  Methodist  Conference. 

The  WMC  and  Conference,  which  first  met  in 
Wesley’s  Chapel,  London,  in  1881,  provides  the 
opportunity  to  hear  and  meet  outstanding  world 
Christians  and  to  become  aware  of  the  wider 
connectedness 
we  share  with 
those  who  come 
from  Methodist- 
Wesley  traditions 
other  than  our 
own. 

Delegates, 
members  of  the 
council  and 
accredited 
visitors  also  will 
meet  for  two 
days  prior  to  the 
Conference  (July 
24-25)  to  elect 

the  Council’s  executive  committee  and  officers  for 
2001-2006. 

Those  named  by  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  will  include 
youth  (ages  10  and  up),  women  and  men  inclusive  of 
race,  clergy  and  laity. 

If  you  are  interested  in  this  exciting  opportunity, 
please  call  the  bishop’s  office  at  (225)  346-1646  before 
Dec.  10. 

Please  note:  All  persons  will  travel  at  their  own 
expense.  No  scholarships  are  available. 

ON  THE  INSIDE  .... 
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Being  and  Doing 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon 


Thanksgiving, 
others  and  us 


My  heart  is  filled  with  thanksgiving 
over  what  is  happening  for  others!  Rather 
than  our  thanksgiving  being  dominated 
with  what  benefits  us,  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  can  rejoice  over  what  is 
benefiting  others. 

Seldom  have  I  seen  such  a  strong 
witness  for  others  as  now  exists  in  the 
connectional  ministries’  giving  of 
Louisiana  United  Methodism.  In  fact,  this 
strong  tide  of  outreach  is  engulfing  the 
entire  United  Methodist  Church. 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
congregations  are  running  2.19  percent 
ahead  of  last  year’s  record-breaking 
apportionment  giving!  Across  United 
Methodism,  apportionment  receipts  are 
running  in  excess  of  four  percent  ahead 
of  last  year. 

What  is  fueling  this 
strong 
apportionment 
response?  Of 
course,  the 

answer  is  a 
collection  of 
many 
answers,  each 
with  its  own 
important 
contribution. 

Here  are 

some  of  my 
answers: 

There  is  a 
deepened  “mission” 
commitment  across  our 
connection.  More 

congregations  are  asking  themselves 
serious  questions  about  ministry  beyond 
their  walls.  After  working  on  “mission 
statements,”  increasing  numbers  of 
congregations  are  more  intentional  about 
translating  their  mission  statement  into 
mission  action. 

The  Bishops’  Initiative  on  Children 
and  Poverty  has  drawn  our  attention  to 
the  urgency  of  caring  for  the  vulnerable 
and  the  marginalized.  Many  of  our 
apportionment  dollars  help  fund 
ministries  that  are  on  the  front  lines  of 
human  need. 

The  “mission”  story  is  being  told. 
While  it  is  true  there  is  so  much  that  is  so 
good  that  receives  so  little  publicity  and 
attention,  there  is,  nevertheless,  an 
increase  in  the  visibility  and  verbal 
witness  regarding  ministries  that  are 
making  a  difference.  It  goes  without 
saying,  the  more  knowledgeable  we  are, 
and  the  more  personal  the  mission 


witness  is,  the  more  the  response  of 
United  Methodists  can  be  measured. 

Volunteers  In  Mission  is  having  a 
profound  “leaven”  affect  on  the  totality  of 
our  mission  consciousness.  As  people 
experience  mission  involvement  in  a 

“hands-on”  way,  they  become  advocates 
and  interpreters  of  the  importance  of  so 
many  vital  ministries  that  can  include,  but 
often  require  expertise  beyond  that 
which  can  be  rendered  by  volunteers. 

United  Methodist  mission  works!  In  a 

society  where  so  many  “formation” 

institutions  are  floundering,  United 
Methodist  ministries  with  children  and 
youth  are  flourishing.  There  is  mounting 
confidence,  even  in  the  secular  sector, 
that  church-related,  spiritually-focused, 
value-laden  institutions  are 
helping  persons  heal  and 
mature  “from  the 
inside  out.”  Quite 
beyond 
government 
funding  and 
regulations, 
United 
Methodist 
ministries  are 
stretching 
dollars, 
changing 
lives,  and 

offering  hope  to 
thousands  of 

children  and  youth. 
In  addition,  United 
Methodist  agencies  of  care 
and  compassion  are  refusing  to  let 
persons  fall  through  the  cracks  of  hunger, 
addiction,  and  hopelessness.  Often  in  less 
than  adequate  facilities  and  with  meager 
resources,  many  United  Methodist 
mission  agencies  are  living  by  faith,  even 
as  they  share  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ. 

United  Methodist  mission  in  the  name 
of  and  for  the  sake  of  the  redeeming  and 
transforming  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is 
happening!  United  Methodists  are 
coupling  mission  hands  with  mission 
hearts,  and  with  their  financial  resources, 
are  saying  “we  give  Thee  but  thine  own, 
whatever  the  gift  may  be;  All  that  we 
have  is  thine  alone,  a  trust  O  Lord  from 
Thee.” 

Thank  you,  God,  for  what  is 
happening  in  the  lives  of  others! 


WORDS  of  WITNESS 

Have  you  considered  giving  thanks  for  it? 


by  Rev.  Joe  Donakey 

Pastor,  Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

“...in  everything  by  prayer  and 
supplication  give  thanks  . . .  and  the  peace 
of  God,  which  surpasses  all 
understanding,  will  guard  your  hearts 
and  minds  in  Christ  Jesus.  ” 

Philippians  4: 1-9 

Gratitude  is  one  of  the  most  amazing 
and  powerful  discoveries  known  to 
humankind!  It  is  a  key  that  unlocks  so 
much  in  life!  Have  you  discovered  it  in 
your  own  life? 

So  often  when  someone’s  life  really 
starts  to  come  together,  I  hear  them 
affirm  that  the  circumstances  that  they 
have  been  through  and  wrestled  with 
were  the  exact  “right”  ones  to  lead  them 
to  where  they  needed  to  be.  “If  it  had 
happened  any  other  way,  I  am  not  sure 
I  would  have  gotten  to  this  place,”  they 
might  say. 

What  is  there  to  love  about  the  way 
your  life  is  today?  Or,  to  put  it  another 
way,  what  might  happen  if  we  stopped 
arguing  with  God  about  the  way  our  life 


is  and  began  asking  God  to  help  us  see 
the  beauty  and  the  gift  in  our  life  just  the 
way  it  is? 

Paul’s  way  of  saying  it  is,  “in 
everything,  by  prayer.  .  .give  thanks.” 
Let’s  try  it.  IN  EVERYTHING?  Yes,  IN 
EVERYTHING.  You  mean  give  thanks  for 
the  person  I  work  with  who  is  so  difficult 
and  such  a  source  of  frustration?  Give 
thanks  for  THAT?  Or  for  the  struggles 
going  on  in  my  marriage  and  how  hard 
it  has  been  to  make  that  relationship 
work?  Thank  you,  God,  for  all  the 
struggle  and  challenge  in  the  one  place  I 
wanted  so  much  to  have  harmony  and 
joy?  Give  thanks.  ..why? 

Well,  if  we  can  believe  Paul,  it  is 
beyond  our  ability  to  understand.  But,  if 
we  give  thanks,  it  will  lead  us  to  peace! 
I  do  not  know  why.  I  can’t  explain  it,  but 
it  works. 

What  about  my  health,  what  about 
being  alone,  what  about  the  pain  we 
have  been  through  as  a  church  family? 
Have  you  considered  giving  thanks  for  it? 


Major  Storm  Devastation  '99 

UMCOR  Advance  #982460-1 

Please  remember  ... 

In  May,  tornadoes  struck  Oklahoma  and  Kansas,  and  four  months  later,  flooding 
from  Hurricane  Floyd  drenched  North  Carolina,  much  of  the  East  Coast  and  the 
Bahamas.  Many  people  were  left  without  homes,  belongings,  jobs.  The  devastation 
was  unprecedented  in  Oklahoma  and  North  Carolina. 

Your  gifts  to  the  Churchwide  Appeal  for  Hurricanes  and  Tornadoes  1999,  Advance 
#982460-1  will  help  provide  food,  shelter,  pastoral  care  and  counseling,  and  the 
material  resources  for  people  to  begin  again. 

Submit  your  gift  through  your  local  church  treasurer  or  call  (800)  554-8583  to 
make  a  credit  card  donation.  Your  church  can  still  receive  credit  for  mission  giving 
when  you  make  a  credit  card  donation. 

...  and  give  generously. 


Mission  Moment:  1 7-year-old  defines  VIM 

by  Rev.  Weldon  Bares 
Pastor,  Springhill  UMC 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  mission 
trip  to  Cuba.  Our  VIM  (Volunteers  in 
Mission)  work  focused  on  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Cacacum,  Cuba.  This  is  a  very 
poor  area  of  Cuba.  The  people  have  so 
very  little.  But,  their  faith  is  great. 

After  our  closing  worship  service,  a 
seventeen-year-old  boy  came  to  talk  to 
me.  His  name  was  Luis.  He  told  me  that 
he  was  feeling  that  God  was  calling  him 
to  be  a  pastor  or  a  missionary.  He 
wanted  me  to  pray  with  him.  I  was  glad 
to  do  so.  With  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  then 
asked  me  to  remember  him  in  my 
prayers  and  he  promised  to  pray  for  me 
and  for  our  church.  He  shared  with  me 
his  favorite  Bible  passage,  Isaiah  61:  1-2. 

Check  it  out  for  yourself. 

There  were  many  highlights  of  our  window  facings  are  removed  from  the 
Please  see  Mission  Moment,  page  8.  church  at  Cacacum.  Photo  by  Larry  Norman 


Rev.  Weldon  Bares  (left)  watches  as 
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Rio  Grande  Conference  offers  mission  opportunities  to  Louisiana  churches 
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The  Rio  Grande  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  provides  an 
outstanding  mission  opportunity  for  congregations  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  The 
Rio  Grande  Conference  is  our  church’s  only  Spanish-  language  conference. 

Following  are  two  ways  a  congregation  may  participate  in  its  mission  to  a  grouping 
Hispanic  population. 

1)  The  Advance  Parish  Partners  Progrant  (Code  #531-733-0 — Your  church 
may  include  the  Rio  Grande  Conference  in  its  annual  mission  budget  or  your  class  or 
group  may  give  through  the  Advance  to  support  the  work  of  reaching  Hispanics  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  for  Christ.  Your  gifts  will  help  meet  the  very  urgent  need  for 
salaty  support  to  pastors 

by  Abel  Vega,  Jr.  Principe  de  Paz  Inner  City  Outreach 

Director,  Principe  de  Paz  Inner  City  Ministries  sets  up  church  under  a  big  tree 
Outreach  Ministries,  San  Antonio  and  brings  the  love  of  Christ  to  the 

In  1995,  the  congregation  of  Principe  children  in  the  community.  Through 
de  Paz  UMC,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  positive  affirmation  and  biblical 
decided  it  was  time  to  extend  its  ministry  instruction,  the  program  stresses  the 
beyond  its  four  walls.  Having  gone  value  of  life,  personal  responsibility, 
through  the  changes  and  challenges  of  honesty  and  respect  for  one's  self  and  for 
declining  membership  and  virtually  others. 

having  no  children  in  the  congregation,  At  every  outreach,  children  participate 
Principe  de  Paz’s  leadership  decided  to  in  a  variety  of  activities.  Beginning  with 
develop  a  way  to  take  the  church  to  registration  and  ending  with  a  snack, 
Casiano  Homes,  a  public  housing  children  receive  a  positive  life-message, 
complex  nearby.  What  began  as  as  a  learn  a  Bible  memory  verse,  and  play 
desire  to  reach  out  to  the  community  has  games,  all  designed  to  help  promote  a 
developed  into  a  full-time  children’s  strong  sense  of  self  worth.  For  many  of 
ministry  program  under  the  direction  of  these  children,  this  type  of  interaction 
Principe  de  Paz  Inner  City  Outreach  creates  a  spirit  of  hope,  a  spirit  that  is  so 
Ministries.  desperately  needed.  Incredibly,  not  only 

Now  in  its  fifth  year,  the  Children’s  do  the  children  get  excited  about  the 
Sidewalk  Church  School  program  is  Saturday  afternoon  programs,  but  many 
designed  to  offer  children  12-years-old  of  them  have  expressed  a  strong  interest 
and  younger  living  in  the  urban  areas  of  and  desire  to  attend  church.  Between  15 
San  Antonio  a  positive  alternative  to  the  and  20  children  are  now  attending 
destructive  forces  that  many  of  them  face,  church  regularly. 

Like  most  children  living  in  the  inner  city,  Over  the  last  two  years,  significant  and 
the  children  of  Casiano  Homes  live  in  an  impacting  changes  have  occurred  in 
environment  that  confronts  them  with  Principe  de  Paz  Inner  City  Outreach 
many  social  challenges,  adversities  and  Ministries’  development.  In  late  1997, 
pressures.  Sadly,  these  adversities,  such  Principe  de  Paz  entered  into  a  ministry 
as  gang  violence,  alcohol  and  drug  partnership  with  Walnut  Hills  UMC  in 
abuse,  make  it  difficult  to  live  productive  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Through  the  Walnut 
lives,  which  can  lead  to  an  overwhelming  Hills -Principe  de  Paz  partnership,  a 
sense  of  hopelessness  and  despair.  basketball  court  has  been  built,  jackets, 

However,  through  the  Children’s  sweaters,  socks,  underwear,  and  school 
Sidewalk  Church  School  program,  supplies  have  been  collected  and 
children  are  given  a  chance.  Twice  a  distributed  to  children  in  need,  summer 
month,  from  March  to  December,  and  spring  break  work  trips  have 


2)  Volunteers  in  Mission— Last  June  the  Logansport  and  Bethel  UMCs  of  the 
Shreveport  District  jointly  traveled  in  mission  to  a  Rio  Grande  church  to  work  on  a 
church  building  and  conduct  a  Bible  school  for  children.  Your  church  may  even  enter 
into  a  “ ministry  partnership ”  like  the  one  between  the  Ihincipe  de  Paz  UMC  in  San 
Antonio  and  the  Walnut  Hills  UMC  in  DesMoines,  Iowa.  The  fruits  of  that  relationship 
are  reported  in  the  following  article  by  Abe!  Vega ,  director  of  the  Principe  de  Paz  Inner 
City  Outreach  Ministries: 

Rev.  Mark  Strickland 

Louisiana  Conference  Mission  Interpreter  for  Rio  Grande 

Conference 

occurred,  as 
well  as  visits  to 
each  other's 
churches.  The 
p  a  r  t  n  e  r  s  h  i  p  s ' 
most  recent 
endeavor  has 
been  the 

distribution  of 
vari<  >us  medical 
f  u  r  n  i  s  h  i  n  g  s 
such  as  hospital 
beds  and 

w  h  ee  1  c  h  a  i  rs 
collected  and 
shipped  down 
from  Iowa  and 
distributed  to 
various  sites 
throughout  s.m 
Antonio  and 

Texas,  with  the  majority  of  the  items  to 
be  sent  to  a  clinic  near  Nuevo  Laredo. 

Mexico.  Through  extended  financial 
assistance  from  Walnut  Hills.  Principe's 
director  ot  outreach  position  has  grown 
from  being  a  volunteer  position  to  now 
being  a  paid  part-time  staff  position.  A 
parish  nurse  from  Methodist  Healthcare 
Ministries'  Wesley  Nurse  program  was 
assigned  to  work  at  the  church.  This  has 
enhanced  Principe  de  Paz's  ministry 
tremendously  as  the  nurse  has  interjected 
health  awareness  issues  such  as  good 
nutrition,  stress  prevention,  and  overall 
good  health  and  self-esteem  promotion 
to  the  congregation  and  the  children  of 
Casiano  Homes.  Most  recently,  two  home 


Children  in  the  Prince  de  Paz  Inner  City  Outreach  Ministries 
program  receive  school  supplies  provided  by  Walnut  Hills  CMC. 

Bible  studies  have  been  started. 

Through  these  experiences,  it  has 
become  Principe  de  Paz  Inner  City 
Outreach  Ministries’  belief  that  it  is  easier 
to  build  boys  and  girls  than  it  is  to  repair 
men  and  women.  In  doing  so,  the 
Children’s  Sidewalk  Church  School 
program  is  making  a  difference  in  the  life 
of  Principe  de  Paz  UMC  and  in  the  lives 
of  the  children  living  in  Casiano  Homes. 

For  more  information  about  Principe 
de  Paz  Inner  City  Outreach  Ministries 
and/or  Children’s  Sidewalk  Church 
School  outreach  programs  and  training 
dates,  contact  Abel  Vega,  Jr.  at  (  210)  432- 
4603  (office),  (210)  675-5105  (home),  or 
e-mail:  avega@stic.net 


New  Orleans 


District  music  and  drama  workshop  teaches  art-filled  worship 


by  Lane  Winn 

How  are  we  going  to  reach 
out  to  the  unchurched  and  the 
de-churched  in  the  coming 
millennium?  Thomas  Wesley 
Douglas,  other  churchgoers, 
and  some  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  do  their  outreach 
by  blending  the  arts  into 
worship  services. 

In  New  Orleans  Friday  and 
Saturday,  Oct.  29-30,  Douglas 
led  the  New  Orleans  District’s 


fck 


Douglas 

Photos  by  Lane  Winn 


2nd  annual  music  and  drama  workshop  at  Cornerstone 
UMC  and  creatively  shared  his  insights  on  blending  and 
making  contemporary  worship  services.  Music  leaders, 
directors,  ministers,  youth  workers,  and  all  those 
interested  in  composing  an  art-filled  worship  service 
learned  as  Douglas  shared  his  experiences. 


Participants  at  the  music  and  drama  workshop  get 
first-hand  experience  in  praise  and  worship. 


When  trying  to  start  a  contemporary  worship 
service  or  blend  into  an  existing  one,  Douglas 
suggested  blending  in  strategic  places,  starting 
small,  and  keeping  it  brief. 

Although  all  the  churches  represented  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  may  not  have  ecumenical 
dancers  during  the  offertory,  a  viola  player  during 
the  scripture  readings,  or  an  electric  guitar  and 
drums  in  this  Sunday’s  service,  they  know  how  to 
take  the  next  step.  And,  Douglas  has 
commissioned  them  through  a  song  he  taught 
them:  “I  will  go  to  the  world.  Here  am  I.  Lord, 
send  me.” 

Douglas,  who  was  music  and  worship  leader 
for  the  clergy  retreat  last  January,  is  a  professional 
musician,  music  director  and  praise  team  leader 
at  Garden  City  UMC  in  Pittsburg,  Penn. 

Lane  is  a  lay  delegate  to  General  Conference  and 
a  student  at  Loyola  University  in  Neiv  Orleans. 
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District  Superintendent 

Dr.  Grayson  Watson 

District  Communication  Advisor 

Rev.  Richard  Hooten 


Church  youth  collect 
baby-care  items 

By  Bobbie  Tosso 

The  youth  of  Loranger  UMC  recently 
learned  some  valuable  lessons  by  hosting 
a  shower  for  the  “Baby  Closet”  of 
Restoration  House,  an  ecumenical 
Christian  agency  in  Hammond  which 
houses  a  pregnancy  crisis  center,  a  home 
for  unwed  mothers,  and  a  baby  closet. 

The  baby  closet  furnishes  baby  food, 
formula,  clothing  and  other  baby  care 
items  to  parents  in  need  of  these 
essentials.' 

The  youth  learned  two  important 
lessons  by  their  participation.  The  first 
was  how  to  work  together  to  achieve  a 
common  goal.  They  collected  hundreds  of 
baby  items,  both  new'  and  “gently  used,” 
from  clothes  and  diapers  to  formula, 
blankets  and  other  baby  gifts. 

The  second  lesson  was  learning  about 
serving  Christ  through  sening  others.  And 
the  adults  learned  again  that  our  youth 
have  tremendous  hearts  for  service,  and 
that  they  can  and  will  achieve  great  things 
in  service  to  our  Lord. 


Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Rev.  Richard  Hooten 
P.O.  Box  280 
Pearl  River,  LA  70452 
(504)  863-7452 

rchooten@gs.verio.net 


Church  builds  on  blessings  with  capital  campaign 


By  Rev.  Percy  Mae  Frazier 
Pastor,  Waldheim  UMC 

Waldheim  UMC  is  one  of  many  churches  in  the  North  Shore 
District  which  is  “Building  on  Blessings.”  These  theme  words 
from  the  church’s  recently  completed  capital  campaign  reflect  the 
congregation’s  thankfulness  for  God’s  presence  in  the  life  of  the 
church  and  their  confidence  that  God’s  grace  will  continue  to 
abound  as  we  move  closer  to  building  a  proposed  fellowship 
hall. 

Former  Louisiana  Governor  Dave  Treen,  a  fellow  United 
Methodist,  was  the  keynote  speaker  for  the  “Celebration  Dinner” 
held  at  the  nearby  Tina’s  Restaurant  during  the  week  leading  up 
to  Loyalty  Sunday. 

This  new  building  will  enable  our  church  to  grow  out  of  cur¬ 
rent  cramped  quarters  and  to  offer  more  and  better  ministry  in  a 
growing  community.  Vacation  Bible  School,  homecoming  and  a 
growing  Sunday  School  are  just  some  of  the  activities  envisioned 
for  this  facility. 

Dr.  Ken  Reed  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
shared  some  of  his  own  fundraising  experiences  as  he  worked 
closely  with  our  church  to  help  with  financial  planning  and  with  Rev.  Percy  Mac  Frazier  presents  a  plaque  honoring  former  governor 
the  capital  campaign  and  United  Methodist  Dave  Treen,  who  was  the  keynote  speaker  at  a 


“Building  on  Blessings”  are  words  that  can  also  be  applied  to 


dinner  celebrating  Waldheim  UMC’s  recent  capital  campaign  to  build  a 


many  other  churches  in  the  North  Shore  District.  From  dreams  to 
preliminary  plans,  and  from  fund-raising  to  actual  construction, 
many  churches  in  the  district  have  jumped  on  the  building  band¬ 
wagon.  From  remodeling  and  adding  office  facilities,  to  adding 
gymnasiums,  multipurpose  buildings,  new  sanctuaries  and  even 
whole  new  churches,  congregations  across  the  district  are 


new  fellowship  hall. 


responding  to  the  need  to  build  to  accommodate  the  growing 
membership  and  ministries  of  our  churches.  It’s  an  exciting  time  to 
be  in  ministiy  in  the  North  Shore  District  and  a  time  to  remember 
that  God  is  still  using  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  bless  the 
lives  of  many. 


Ministry  team  welcomes  new  members,  salutes  outgoing 


The  North  Shore  District  Ministry  Team 
recently  added  several  new  members, 
including  lay  leader  and  communication 
advisor. 

Levi  Lewis,  Sr.  will  serve  as  the  new 
district  lay  leader.  Lewis  has  been  an  active 
leader  at  Mary’s  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church,  Vamado,  as  well  as  a  member  of 
the  district  board  of  laity. 

Having  earned  both  bachelor’s  and  mas¬ 
ter’s  degrees  in  education  from  Southern 
University,  Lewis  brings  to  the  job  more 
than  30  years  of  experience  in  vocational- 
technical  education.  Wherever  he  has 
lived,  he  has  been  active  in  the  civic,  social 
and  religious  life  of  his  community. 

Rev.  Richard  Hooten,  pastor  at  Pearl 
River  UMC,  has  been  named  as  the  new 
district  communication  advisor. 


Church¬ 
es  in  the 
district  are 
encouraged 
to  send 
news  items 
to  Wooten 
at  P.O.  Box 
280,  Pearl 
River,  LA 
70452.  He 
also  may  be 
reached  by 
telephone 
at  (504)  863- 
7452  or  by  e-mail  at  rchooten@gs.verio.net. 

There  are  two  other  additions  to  the 
team.  Bobbie  Tosso  of  the  Loranger- 
Cooper’s  Chapel  charge  will  seive  as  the 


new  representative  for  outreach  ministries. 
Walter  Barber  of  Springfield  is  the  new 
youth  representative. 

While  the  district  rejoices  at  the  addition 
of  these  new  members,  it  is  with  sadness 
that  it  says  goodbye  to  former  lay  leader 
Judy  Walker  and  to  former  district  mission- 
er  Sheri  Zehner.  The  district  congratulates 
Sheri  on  her  new  full-time  position  as 
director  of  Youth  and  Family  Ministries  at 
Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette. 

The  North  Shore  District 
has  a  new  e-mail  address: 

nsdumc@compsurf.com 


Youth  trick-or-treat  for  cans, 
not  candy,  Halloween  night 

By  Kelly  Thomas 

Director  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries 

On  Halloween  night,  while  many  young  people  were 
trick-or-treating  for  candy,  the  junior  and  senior  high 
youth  of  First  UMC,  Covington,  went  door-to-door  for  a 
different  reason.  They  participated  in  a  “No  Hunger 
Haunt”  for  The  Food  Bank  of  Covington. 

The  youth  walked  from  house  to  house  in  their  neigh¬ 
borhoods,  pulling  wagons  and  carrying  grocery  bags, 
trick-or-treating  for  canned  goods  and  other  food  items. 

In  just  a  few  short  hours,  the  youth  visited  several 
homes  and  collected  over  300  items. 

Though  often  surprised  by  the  trick-or-treaters’  request, 
the  homeowners  opened  their  hearts  and  pantries  to  the 
youth.  As  one  of  the  participants  said,  “It  was  a  great  way 
to  have  fun  and  make  a  difference.” 
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Church  youth  continue  to  bring  hope  for  Africa 


By  Mary  Margaret  van  Diest 
Ruston  Leader 

It  was  upbeat,  it  was  fun,  it  was  inspiring  and  it  attracted 
a  group  of  young  people  on  a  recent  Saturday  night.  Even 
though  a  pizza  supper  was  part  of  the  gathering,  it  was  much 
more  than  a  pizza  party. 

The  group  of  fifth  and  sixth  graders  met  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ruston,  where  they  attend  Sunday 
School,  to  hear  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  congratulate  them  on 
their  efforts  to  collect  funds  for  African  children  whose  lives 
focus  on  whether  there  will  be  any  food  to  eat  from  day  to 
day,  hour  to  hour,  minute  to  minute. 

The  youth’s  efforts  were  an  extension  of  the  “Hope  for  the 
Children  of  Africa”  Bishops’  Appeal  that  culminated  at  last 
summer’s  annual  conference  with  a  total  of  $235,000  collect¬ 
ed.  The  Trinity  youth  were  particularly  touched  by  this  dis¬ 
tant  suffering  and  they  wanted  to  continue  to  collect  funds  .  .  .  ,  _ _ 

for  the  effort.  Over  the  last  several  months,  the  collection  of  conduded  a  dr£  to  coIlect  funds  to  bc  used  for  orphanages  and  feeding 
loose  change  and  the  occasional  folding  money  has  grown  stations  jn  Africa.  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  visited  Ruston  to  officially  accept 
to  fill  a  water  cooler  bottle.  the  contribution  and  to  talk  to  the  young  people  about  the  importance  of 

Solomon  said  that  the  funds  would  be  used  to  support  this  project.  Participants  included  (kneeling,  left  to  right)  Cass  Ambrose, 
oiphanages  and  feeding  stations.  Along  with  this  support,  rep-  ^mar  Haddox,  Austin  Lewis,  (front  row,  left  to  right)Kate  Barnes, 

resentatives  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Afnca  will  offer  LewJg>  John  Ramsey)  (back  ^w)  Johnny  Maxwell  (teacher),  Janet  Nolan, 
“both  care  for  the  body  and  the  spirit  as  well,”  Solomon  said.  Bonnie  Buckley,  Sara  Diaz,  Ann  Thompson,  Dianne  Wilkinson,  Rev.  Roily 

“We  have  established  mission  work  in  134  countries,”  he  Walker,  Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  Ryan  Nolan,  Susie  Ambrose,  Carolyn 
continued.  “This  is  part  of  the  standard  work  of  our  church.  McGehee  (teacher),  and  Rev.  Fred  Wideman,  pastor  of  Trinity. 

But  we  have  found  this  stoiy  of  the  children  of  Africa  to  be 


particularly  tragic.  Much  of  their  plight  is  due  to  tribal  con¬ 
flict  and  entire  nations  being  at  war.  Many  live  under  political  con¬ 
ditions  which  border  on  anarchy.  Thousands  of  children  have 
been  either  killed  or  maimed  by  land  mines.” 

Solomon  added  that  even  though  some  of  the  wars  have  end¬ 
ed,  the  problem  of  hidden  land  mines  persists.  Children  who  are 
merely  seeking  a  place  to  play  have  lost  limbs  and  lives  by  acci¬ 
dentally  stepping  on  them.  The  bishop  pointed  out  that  the  chil¬ 
dren  have  now  started  playing  in  the  center  of  the  roadways,  also 
dangerous  in  that  they  must  dodge  traffic,  but  somewhat  safer  than 
the  open  fields.  This  situation  he  equated  to  local  children  having 
no  place  to  play  except  in  the  middle  of  Interstate  20. 


Photo  by  Mary  Margaret  van  Diest,  Ruston  Leader 

“This  offering  from  the  young  people  at  Trinity  may  well  sup¬ 
port  the  fitting  of  artificial  limbs,  also,”  Solomon  said.  “It  used  to 
take  $400  to  fit  an  artificial  limb,  and  even  that  is  not  a  one  time 
expense.  As  children  grow  and  change  in  size,  the  artificial  limbs 
must  be  changed  in  order  to  fit  properly.  Most  fortunately,  we 
have  found  a  doctor  in  India  who  has  developed  a  technology  for 
making  the  artificial  limbs  for  only  $40.  He  is  in  the  process  of 
training  other  doctors  to  use  this  same  method.  This  multiplies  ten¬ 
fold  the  children  who  will  receive  help.” 

In  closing  Solomon  reminded  the  group  of  the  words  of 
Methodist  Church  founder  John  Wesley,  “Earn  all  you  can,  save  all 
you  can,  give  all  you  can.” 


Gibsland  celebrates 
'Old-Fashioned  Sunday' 


Gibsland  UMC  recently  celebrated  “Old- 
Fashioned  Sunday,”  when  members  dress 
in  their  best  bonnets  and  boots  of  a  bygone 
era.  The  congregation  shared  stories  and 
reminiscences,  while  J.W.  Caraway 
provided  special  music  for  the  event. 

Rev.  Johnie  Adkins  preached  the  timeless 
message  of  God’s  great  gift  of  grace  and 
salvation  and  after,  the  congregation 
feasted  on  an  array  of  old-fashioned 
dishes. 


Jimmy  Patterson  (right),  an  active 
layperson  and  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Downsville 
UMC  recently  accepted  a  staff 
position  with  the  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference  to  design  and 
build  homes  in  the  wake  of  severe 
tornados  this  spring. 

The  contact  with  Oklahoma  came 
this  summer  on  a  Downsville 
mission  to  the  Choctaw 
congregation  of  Kulli-Tuklo  UMC 
near  Idabell,  Okla.  On  that  trip, 
Patterson  led  a  35-member  team 
that  erected  a  fellowship  hall  in 
only  seven  days. 

He  will  remain  in  Oklahoma  as 
long  as  there  is  need. 


Memorial  UMC  in 
Simsboro  recently  held  a 
“Children's  Day”  featuring 
games,  stories  and  videos. 

Twenty-eight  young 
people  from  kindergarten 
through  sixth  grade 
attended  the  day’s  events. 
Among  the  activities  were 
lessons  about  Zachessus 
and  Jacob  and  Esau,  as 
well  as  craft  making. 

Maribeth  Sherman, 
wife  of  Pastor  Stuart 
Sherman,  coordinated 
the  event. 
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901  S.  Vienna 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
(318)  255-2690 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

Communication  Advisor 

Carol  Stewart 


Oak  Grove  holds  brush 
arbor  revival 


Oak  Grove  UMC  took  a  step  back  in  time  by 
holding  a  modern-day  brush  arbor  revival 
for  five  days  in  October. 

“The  sense  of  providence,  grace,  renewal 
and  the  Divine  Presence  provided  a  unique 
experience,  especially  for  those  who  w  ere 
experiencing  a  brush  arbor  revival  for  the 
first  time,"  said  Pastor  Johnie  Adkins. 

It  was  such  a  powerful  event,  plans  are 
already  in  the  works  to  do  it  again  next 
year. 

Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Carol  Stewart 

District  Communication  Advisor 
2013  Hwy.  794 
Gibsland,  LA  71028 
(318)  843-6329 
E-mail:  stew@iamerica.net 
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2911  Centenary  Boulevard 
F.O.  Box  41188 
Shreveport,  LA  71134 
(318)  869-4568 


Rev.  William  Peeples 

District  Superintendent 

Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 

District  Communication  Advisor 


St.  Paul  UMC,  Shreveport,  recently  hosted 
an  event  to  help  young  people  develop 
skills  in  conflict  resolution.  More  than  100 
youth  of  all  ages,  some  pictured  above, 
attended  the  event,  a  part  of  the 
community’s  Shalom  Zone  ministry. 


Barksdale  UMC,  Bossier  City,  recently  held 
a  bible  school  to  reach  out  to  area  children. 
They  are  shown  above  with  t-shirts  they 
made  as  one  of  their  projects. 


Send  us  your  news! 

Contact: 

Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 
District  Communication  Advisor 
4600  Hwy.  80  East 
Haughton,  LA  71 037 
(318)  949-0430 

E-mail:  xpistou@aol.com 


Broadmoor  establishes  year-round  school  supply  bank 


By  Rev.  Dale  Hensarling 
District  Communication  Advisor 

Teachers,  as  we  know,  are  notoriously 
underpaid,  yet  many  teachers  quietly  dip 
into  their  own  resources  to  purchase  nec¬ 
essary  school  supplies  for  children  whose 
parents  cannot  afford  to  buy  them.  Many 
more  children  throughout  the  school  sys¬ 
tem  make  do-or  do  without. 

Now  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport, 
wants  to  make  certain  no  children  must  do 
without  basic  school  supplies. 

After  participating  in  a  collection  of 
school  supplies  for  children  during  last 


summer’s  Annual  Conference,  Broadmoor’s 
Social  Concerns  Work  Area  decided  to 
bring  some  of  that  spirit  of  generosity  back 
to  its  own  community. 

Forming  a  task  force  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Chair  Diane  Turner,  the  group  set 
about  establishing  a  year-round  school  sup¬ 
ply  repository  to  ensure  that  when  a  need 
is  known,  it  will  be  met. 

Teachers  at  the  schools  in  the  Broad¬ 
moor  community-A.C.  Steere,  Arthur  Cir¬ 
cle,  Broadmoor  Middle  and  Stoner 
Hill— identify  students  in  need  and  pick  up 
supplies  from  the  church. 


Teachers  and  students  frequently 
express  their  appreciation  for  the  service. 

“Oh,  thank  you  so  much!  I’ve  never  had 
a  backpack  before,”  one  beaming  child 
said. 

Different  needs  are  highlighted  for  the 
congregation  each  month.  For  example,  in 
November,  members  are  being  encouraged 
to  donate  pencils  and  crayons.  This  ensures 
a  variety  a  supplies  will  be  stocked. 

As  Maiy  Jarvis,  communication  director 
at  the  church,  asked,  “Isn’t  this  such  an 
easy  way  to  brighten  a  child’s  life  with  the 
light  of  Jesus  Christ?" 


Pumpkin  Power 

St.  Luke's  pumpkin  sale  generates  another  $1 2,000  for  missions 


By  Mary  Ann  Rankin 

St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport, 
recently  completed  its  tenth  successful 
year  of  serving  others  through  its 
annual  “pumpkin  patch.” 

This  year’s  profits  totaled 
$12, 553-20-all  of  which  will  be 
disbursed  as  usual  to  a  variety  of 
community  and  United  Methodist 
agencies. 

Over  the  years,  the  pumpkin  sale 
has  generated  more  than  $80,000  in 
profits  donated  to  a  variety  of 
organizations  including  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston,  the 
UMCOR  Depot  at  Sager-Brown  in 
Baldwin,  Step-Up,  Inc.  and  Oakwood 
Home  for  Women  (both  halfway 
houses),  Providence  House  for 
homeless  families,  YWCA’s  Family 
Violence  Center,  Habitat  for  Humanity, 
Gingerbread  House  for  abused 
children,  Adolescent  Center  for 
substance  abuse,  and  Volunteers  of 
America’s  Madre  House  for  women 
recovering  from  substance  abuse. 

The  funds  also  benefit  the  church’s 
Pastor’s  Purse  and  the  Pumpkin  Patch 
Mission  Fund  to  be  used  for  special  mission 
giving  throughout  the  year. 

Loaded  tractor-trailers  made  deliveries 
to  the  church  twice  in  October,  depositing 
some  6,000  large  pumpkins,  along  with 


stalks  of  Indian  corn,  bins  of  small 
pumpkins,  gourds  and  hay. 

Church  members,  friends  and  residents 
of  Oakwood  and  Step-Up  formed  lines  to 
unload  the  trucks.  The  fellowship 
committee  provided  a  meal  and 
refreshments  each  time,  and  many  free 


Volunteers  unload  one  of  the  tractor- 
trailers  of  pumpkins  (top)  and  participants 
at  the  “Party  in  the  Patch”  show  off  their 
entries  in  the  pet  costume  contest. 

pumpkins  were  given  out  for  the  hard 
work. 

Others  helped  with  the  sale  of  the 
pumpkins.  Three  shifts  of  two  to  four 
volunteers  each  worked  every  day. 

The  pumpkin  patch  is  also  a  youth 
project.  Youth  are  required  to  participate 
in  order  to  make  a  trip  somewhere  fun, 
like  a  theme  park. 

The  third  weekend,  the  church  threw 
the  “Party  in  the  Patch,”  with  games, 
skits,  puppets  and  storytelling.  There 
were  pumpkin-carving  and  costume 
contests-even  one  for  pets.  This  year, 
community  members  outnumbered  those 
from  St.  Luke’s. 

Throughout  the  month  area  schools 
and  Head  Start  classes  made  field  trips  to 
the  patch.  There  were  about  1,000  such 
visitors  this  year.  The  church  gives  each 
child  a  miniature  pumpkin  to  take  home. 

The  patch  is  a  real  way  to  gain 
community  exposure  and  reach  out  to 
those  who  do  not  attend  church.  St.  Luke’s 
is  known  as  “the  pumpkin  church”  far  and 
wide.  People  come  year  after  year  for 
family  pictures,  to  enjoy  the  feeling  of  the 
patch  and  to  buy  pumpkins  knowing  the 
money  goes  to  good  causes. 


District  contributes  hymnals  to  fledgling  North  Shore  church 


Nearly  200  church  members  crowded  the  Broadmoor  UMC  gym 
yov.  5,  for  this  year’s  laity  banquet  to  support  the  Daughenbaugh- 
vlatheny  Scholarship  Fund  and  to  hear  the  story  of  a  newly  forming 
Jnited  Methodist  congregation  on  the  other  end  of  the  state  in 
Wadisonville. 

Rev.  Flint  Shea,  pastor  of  North  Cross  UMC  in  the  North  Shore 
District,  delivered  an  enthusiastic  narrative  of  the  ways  in  which  the 
Lord  is  working  to  bring  this  new  church  into  being.  From  stories  of  a 
genuine  “widow’s  mite”  gift  to  stories  of  the  donation  of  an  organ  and 
ingoing  support  from  the  people  of  other  denominations,  he  kept  the 
ludience  enthralled  as  he  wove  a  tapestry  of  this  new  work  in  their 
maginations. 

“We  will  use  telephones  and  billboards  and  direct  mail,  but  we 
von’t  depend  on  them.  We  will  depend  on  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
vorking  with  the  spirit  of  the  people  in  our  area  to  make  this  dream 
i  reality,”  Shea  said. 

Rev.  Flint  Shea  (center),  pastor  of  North  Cross  UMC,  accepts 
hymnals  contributed  to  his  new  church  taking  root  in  Madisonville. 
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CONNECTED  THROUGH  'A  PORTION  MENT'  FOR  OTHERS 

Sacred  systems  connect  people  to  God's  love 


by  Dan  E.  Solomon 
Bishop,  Louisiana  Area 

Everyday  we  depend  on  systems. 
Life-sustaining  water  is  the  result  of  a 
system.  Even  though  we  do  not  drink 
water  every  minute,  every  minute  we 
expect  the  system  to  be  in  place.  We 
may  go  on  vacation  for  two  weeks,  yet 
when  we  return  we  do  not  commence 
to  dig  wells  or  collect  rain  water  in  a 
bucket;  rather,  we  utilize  the  system. 

Some  United  Methodist 

apportionment  dollars  are  used  to  keep 
in  place  a  “saving”  system.  For  instance, 
a  small  Louisiana  congregation  in  a 
cotton  patch  is  experiencing  a 
remarkable  turnaround  because  of  the 
power  of  God  at  work  through 
extraordinary  pastoral  leadership.  Plans 
are  under  way  for  a  new  building  to 
house  a  growing  congregation  with 
newly  developed  ministries.  It  all  started 
as  a  result  of  the  work  of  the  district 
superintendents  who  located  and 
helped  deploy  a  superb  pastor.  Now, 
she  is  giving  remarkable  leadership.  Our 
apportionments  sustain  this  sacred 
system. 

In  another  instance,  the  need  for  a 
system  to  help  churches  connect  their 
compassion  with  people  suffering  as  a 
result  of  disasters  produced  Louisiana’s 
Mission  in  Motion.  In  just  the  last  few 
months,  hundreds  of  flood  buckets 
were  assembled  and  now  they  are 
providing  useful  supplies  and  loving 


encouragement  to  hundreds  of  families 
in  North  Carolina  victimized  by 
Hurricane  Floyd. 

Even  the  Mission  In  Motion  system  is 
supported  by  another  system,  and  that 
is  the  system  of  the  episcopal  office  and 
the  conference  office.  Both  of  these 
systems  shepherd  and  support  this  vital 
ministry.  It  is  apportionments  that 
sustain  the  episcopal  office  and  the 
conference  office. 

And  then  there  is  the  system  of 
Equitable  Salary  that  provides  funds  for 
the  kind  of  pastoral  leadership  a  small 
church  needs  in  order  to  move  forward 
in  membership  and  financial  growth. 
The  Equitable  Salary  system  is 
supported  by  apportionments. 

The  systems  outlined  here,  and 
many  others  that  mark  our  life  in 
United  Methodism  are  “sacred 
systems”-not  because  they  are  church 
systems,  but  because  they  connect 
people  to  God’s  love  and  grace  and 
power.  They  are  sacred  systems 
because  they  continue  in  our  time 
Jesus’  own  declaration  of  mission:  to 
“feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked, 
care  for  those  in  prison  and  bring 
justice  to  the  oppressed.” 

We  are  on  our  way  to  our  strongest 
year  ever  in  apportionment  giving. 
Thanks  be  to  God  for  United 
Methodist  generosity  that  keeps 
strong  and  vital  our  “sacred  systems.” 


Tornado  Response  team  leaves  for  Oklahoma 


Louisiana  VIM’s  first  tornado  response 
team  left  Sunday,  Nov.  14  for 
assignments  near  Norman,  Okla.  The 
team,  led  by  Rev.  Bob  Townsend,  pastor 
of  Vivian  UMC,  participated  in  a  Service 
of  Consecration  led  by  Rev. 

Larry  D.  Norman,  director  of 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission,  and  former  member 
of  the  Vivian  church.  The 
full  team  will  consist  of  nine 
persons:  Rev.  Townsend, 

Buddy  Wilson,  Frank  Moore 
and  Philip  Ewald,  all  of 
Vivian;  Glenn  Perry  of 
Ingleside  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Bonnie  and  Paul 
Dominick  of  Ida  and  Alice 
and  Bob  Rothrock  of 
Florien. 

The  team  will  stay  in  a 
church  in  Norman  while 
repairing  and  rebuilding 
homes  damaged  by  last 
spring’s  tornadoes  in  the 
Norman  and  Oklahoma  City 
areas.  Four  more  tornado 
response  teams  are  presently 


forming  through  the  offices  of  VIM  to  go 
to  the  area  in  March  2000. 

If  you  are  interested  in  joining  a 
disaster  response  team,  please  call  the 
Louisiana  VIM  Office  at  (888)239-5286. 


(Left  to  right:)  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman,  Rev.  Bob 
Townsend,  Glenn  Perry,  Frank  Moore,  Buddy 
Wilson,  and  Philip  Ewald  participate  in  a  “Service 
of  Consecration”  at  Vivian  UMC  as  a  sending  off 
of  a  VIM  team  to  Okla. 


Time  running  out  for  GC  2000  petitions 


by  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Time  is  quickly  running  out  for  United 
Methodists  wishing  to  influence  the 
decisions  of  their  church’s  General 
Conference.  Petitions  to  the  top  legislative 
body,  meeting  May  2-12 
in  Cleveland,  must  be 
postmarked  no  later  than 
Dec.  3- 

If  petitions  are  sent  by 
other  means  than  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service,  they 
must  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  petitions  secretary 
Dec.  3- 

Petitions  sent  by  mail 
should  be  addressed  to 
Sheila  McGee,  Petitions 
Secretary,  P.O.  Box  801, 

Nashville,  TN  37202.  Two  copies  of  each 
petition  are  requested  if  sent  by  mail.  For 
answers  to  questions  related  to  petitions, 
call  (615)  749-6488. 

More  than  8,000  petitions  were 
processed  during  the  1996  General 
Conference  in  Denver,  but  because  of 
duplications  they  were  combined  into 
3,070  different  pieces  of  legislation.  Each 
of  the  nearly  1,000  delegates  serves  on 
one  of  10  legislative  committees  that 
consider  the  petitions.  After  their 
deliberations,  committee  members  send 
their  recommendations  to  the  entire  body, 


which  makes  the  final  decisions. 

For  the  first  time,  petitions  can  be  filed 
by  e-mail.  They  should  be  sent  to 
petitions@umpublishing.org,  and  the  e- 
mail  should  include  the  petitioner’s  phone 
number.  The  preference 
for  e-mail  attachments  is 
Microsoft  Word. 

Guidelines  for  writing 
petitions  can  be  found 
on  the  General 
Conference  Web  site  at 
www.umc.org/gc2000 
and  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  Paragraph 
507. 

(Item  5  in  the 
paragraph  incorrectly 
says  petitions  must  be 
postmarked  120  days  before  the  opening 
session  of  the  General  Conference.  The 
correct  number  should  be  150.) 

Any  United  Methodist  individual  or 
group  may  send  a  petition.  Each  petition 
should  address  a  particular  topic.  Each 
petition  must  be  signed  by  the  person 
submitting  it  and  accompanied  by 
appropriate  identification,  such  as 
address,  local  church  or  United  Methodist 
board  or  agency  relationship. 

Sending  the  same  petition  in  quantity  is 
wasted  effort  and  money,  according  to 
McGee. 


1 

General 
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\ 

— 
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Hurricane  sweeps  Centenary  volunteers  to  NC 


Centenary  students  load  supplies  during  a 
recent  journey  to  Wallace,  North  Carolina. 


by  Lisa  Game 
Centenary  Congolomerate 

Over  the  weekend  of  Oct.  lb- 
17,  11  Centenary  College  students 
traveled  from  Shreveport  to  North 
Carolina  to  aid  in  relief  efforts 
after  the  destruction  left  by 
Hurricane  Floyd.  The  effort  was 
sponsored  by  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell, 
chaplain. 

The  group  traveled  overnight 
on  a  bus  provided  by  the 
Centenary  Muses  and  President 
Kenneth  Schwab.  They  arrived 
early  Friday  morning  in  Wallace,  a 
small  town  near  Wilmington 
where  the  television  show 
Dawson’s  Creek  is  filmed,  which 
suffered  tremendous  damage  due  to 
Floyd. 

Thirty  inches  of  rain  in  a  two-day 
period  caused  flood  waters  to  rise  out  of 
a  creek  leaving  miles  of  land  and  homes 
under  four  feet  of  water.  Over  700 
people  were  left  homeless  in  this  town 
of  1,500.  Crops  were  destroyed  and  a 
large  population  of  livestock  was  killed. 

The  Centenary  students  were  able  to 
help  out  the  residents  of  Wallace  in 
many  ways.  First,  one  group  worked  at  a 
make-shift  depot  set  up  at  a  rundown 
shopping  market.  This  depot  provided 
those  who  lost  their  homes  and 


possessions  with  clean  clothes, 
pharmaceutical  supplies,  cleaning 
materials,  toiletries,  and  food.  The 
students  were  given  several,  jobs  to  do 
there  such  as  emptying  and  sorting 
boxes  of  donations  that  came  in.  Another 
task  was  to  make  up  boxes  of  food  for 
families  which  included  powdered  milk, 
canned  goods,  cereal,  and  other  items. 
People  were  allowed  to  come  into  the 
depot  with  their  ministers  to  receive  any 
provisions  they  needed. 

Other  students  were  sent  out  into  “the 
field.”  Outfitted  with  rubber  gloves, 
heavy  boots,  and  protective  face  masks, 
they  worked  at  cleaning  what  was  left  of 

Please  see  Centenary,  page  8. 
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North  Cross  UMC  invites 

by  Rev.  Flint  Shea 
Pastor,  North  Cross  UMC 

The  North  Cross  UMC  in  Madisonville 
now  has  a  place  to  hold  worship  services 
on  Sundays!  Beginning  Dec.  5  at  at  8:45 
and  again  at  10  a.m.,  North  Cross  Church 
will  hold  its  very  first  worship  services  in 
the  chapel  at  Vickers  Northshore  Funeral 
Home  on  Highway  21,  just  north  of  1-12. 

This  location  is  only  three  minutes  up 
the  same  highway  from  the  land  where 
the  church  will  be  built!  The  owner,  John 
Vickers,  has  graciously  agreed  to  allow 
us  the  use  of  the  entire  building,  making 
it  possible  to  have  church  services,  a  full 
nursery  for  children,  classes  for  adults 
and  youth,  and  plenty  of  ' parking.  The 
only  thing  he  refused  was  my  offer  to 
pay  rent.  He  even  gave  us  the  key! 

After  giving  it  some  thought,  he  said, 
“I'm  Roman  Catholic  and  active  in  my 
own  parish,  but  I  know  you  will  have  a 
great  church  over  time;  to  know  that  I 
had  a  small  part  in  helping  that  to 
happen  w'ould  give  me  great  joy.” 

On  the  morning  I  heard  from  Mr. 
Vickers,  my  devotional  reading  from  “A 
Guide  to  Prayer  for  all  God’s  People” 


churches  to  first  service 

wasColossians  4:3  which  reads,  “And 
pray  for  us,  too,  that  God  may  open  a 
door  for  us,  so  that  we  may  proclaim  the 
mystery  of  Christ.” 

The  door  is  open  and  we’re  moving 
forward!  I  would  love  for  everyone 
across  the  conference  to  come — and 
bring  a  carload  of  people  with  them! 

Also,  everyone’s  response  to  our 
request  for  autographed  hymnals  has 
been  incredible.  This  visible  sign  of  our 
connectedness  will  be  the  main  focus  of 
our  first  worship  services.  Please 
continue  to  send  them  to  me  at  5200 
Highway  22,  Suite  2,  Mandeville,  LA 
70471. 

Grace  and  peace, 

"pCdtt 

Directions  to  Vickers  Northshore 
Chapel 

From  1-12,  take  Exit  59— the 
Covington-Madisonville  (Hwy.  21)  exit. 
Go  north,  toward  Covington,  1.6  miles. 
Vickers  Northshore  Funeral  Home  is  on 
the  right.  Services  every  Sunday  will  be 
at  8:45  and  10  a.m.  beginning  Dec.  5. 


OPPORTUNITIES  EXCHANGE 

❖First  UMC,  Welsh,  will  hold  its  Fourth  Annual  Arts  and  Crafts  Fair,  Saturday, 
Dec.  4  from  9  a.m. -3  p.m.  Admission  is  free.  A  variety  of  crafters  will  be  on  hand 
with  paintings,  china  painted  items  ,  angels,  wreaths,  swags  and  country  crafts.  Come 
for  lunch;  chili,  hamburgers,  chips  and  dessert  will  be  offered  from  11  a.m.-l  p.m. 
The  church  is  located  at  306  N.  Adams  Street.  For  more  information,  call  Ava  Pugh 
at  (337)  734-3575  or  Ora  Belle  Compton  at  (337)  734-2743- 


Notification  of  Retirement 

Paragraph  355  of  the  1996  Book  of  Discipline  states  that  “requests  for  retirement  shall 
be  stated  in  writing  to  the  Bishop,  Cabinet,  and  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  at  least  one 
hundred  twenty  days  prior  to  the  date  on  which  retirement  is  to  be  effective.”  If  you 
plan  to  retire  at  the  next  session  of  Annual  Conference,  notification  should  be  received 
by  those  listed  above  by  Feb.l,  2000.  The  processing  of  a  clergy’s  retirement  may  be 
delayed  if  this  timeframe  is  not  met. 
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CONFERENCE 

Program  Calendar 

DECEMBER 


2-4 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership— Track  I, 

Conference  Center 

2-5 

VIM  (Medical),  Rio  Bravo, 
Mexico 

6-9 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet 
Retreat,  St.  Simon’s  Island,  GA 

11 

Conference  Center  Board, 
Conference  Center 

19 

Special  Offering  for  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  New  Orleans 

22-24 

Conference  Office  (Baton 
Rouge)  closed  for  Christmas 

25 

Christmas  Day 

DO  YOU  KNOW  YOUR  DISTRICT  SECRETARY? 

All  nine  district  secretaries  recently  attended  the  annual  District  Secretaries  Meeting 
at  the  Conference  Office  in  Baton  Rouge.  We  took  a  picture  of  them  to  make  sure 
everyone  knows  who  they  are  (left  to  right)  :  (Front  row)  Paula  Pittman,  Baton  Rouge; 
Kay  Chadick,  Acadiana;  (second  row)  Judy  Gross,  Alexandria;  Joyce  Wilson, 
Shreveport;  Shirley  Jacway,  New  Orleans;  (third  row)  Doris  Denton,  Monroe;  Colleen 
Jordan,  Lake  Charles;  Janet  Whiteside,  North  Shore;(top  row)  Molly  Belcher,  Ruston. 

Photo  by  Bobbie  Armstrong 

Centenary,  from  page  3 


peoples’  homes.  One  man  needed  help 
moving  things  onto  his  lawn  to  dry  and 
away  from  his  barn  where  the  animals 
were.  These  animals  were  in  danger  of 
getting  sick  due  to  the  contaminated 
flood  water  and  food.  Another  home 
needed  both  the  hardwood  floor  and 
cabinets  torn  out  so  that  Habitat  for 
Humanity  could  come  in  to  reconstruct 
them.  During  all  of  this,  the  students 
were  at  risk  handling  water-soaked 
objects  and  fiberglass  insulation. 

The  students  spent  a  night  at  the 
church  and  members  of  Rose  Hill’s 
religious  community  offered  showers 
and  conversation  to  the  students. 

All  in  all,  it  is  estimated  that  the 
volunteers  logged  about  300  work  hours 


during  their  two-day  visit  to  Wallace, 
something  that  would  take  a  single 
person  almost  a  month  to  do.  O’Dell  said 
he  believed  that  the  students  had  done 
even  more  than  that.  “Besides  hauling 
wet  mattresses  and  packing  food  boxes,” 
he  said,  “these  students  gave  the  flood 
victims  a  sympathetic  ear.  They  were 
able  to  tell  their  stories  to  someone  who 
cared  to  listen  and  offer  support.” 

As  their  second  day  in  Wallace  drew 
to  a  close,  the  students  were  forced  to 
pack  up  and  leave  earlier  than  expected 
due  to  another  hurricane  making  its  way 
up  the  coast.  The  area  of  the  town  that 
had  flooded  only  weeks  before  had  to  be 
evacuated  again  in  anticipation  of  15 
inches  more  rain. 


Mission  Moment,  from  page  2 


trip  to  Cuba,  but  this  experience  alone 
made  the  trip  worthwhile.  I  believe  that 
God  is  going  to  use  this  young  man  to 
lead  many  Cubans  to  Christ.  I  believe 
that  God  is  going  to  touch  lives  through 
this  life  that  was  touched  by  the  hand  of 

Jesus.  And - I  really  believe  that  Luis 

will  pray  for  our  church.  I  don’t  know 
what  that  means  to  you,  but  it  sure 
means  a  lot  to  me  ...  to  know  that  Luis 
is  praying  for  Springhill  United  Methodist 


Church. 

A  17-year-old  Cuban  boy  reminded 
me  of  what  mission  work  is  all  about.  It’s 
about  touching  lives  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.  That’s  why  I  support  the  church 
and  our  mission  outreach.  That’s  why  I 
believe  in  tithing. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayers  for  this 
trip  and  for  sending  me  as  your 
missionary  to  Cuba.  May  God  bless  you 
as  we  serve  His  kingdom  together! 


NOTICE:  SELECTION  OF  INSURANCE  BROKER 

The  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  adopted  the  following 
procedure  for  selecting  and  continuing  with  a  Conference  insurance  broker: 

Broker  selection  is  to  be  based  on  accessibility,  reputation,  and  selection  of 
carriers,  cost  of  product,  and  knowledge  of  product  including  United  Methodist 
General  Church  Insurance.  An  Advisory/Search  Committee  of  the  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  will  publicize  through  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  when  new 
opportunities  or  bidding  on  conference  insurance  are  available. 

Any  insurance  broker  interested  in  being  considered  for  carrying  the  Conference 
insurance  should  send  a  personal  and  agency  resume  to  the  Executive  Director  of 
Administrative  Services,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700  by  Jan.l, 
2000 

The  Advisory/Search  Committee  will  meet  in  January  to  consider  these  resumes. 
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New  offering  will  help  build  prison  chapel: 


Building  chapels  and  changing  lives  will  be  the 
purpose  of  an  offering  designated  in  early  2000  for 
support  of  the  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation’s 
(LPCF)  project  of  building 
“chapels  on  prison  properties.” 

Louisiana  Conference 
support  of  the  project  was 
approved  at  last  summer’s 
Annual  Conference  on 
recommendation  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Council 
on  Finance  and 

Administration. 

Feb.  6  has  been  suggested 
as  the  offering  date,  but  dates 
may  vary  according  to 
individual  church  scheduling. 

Offering  envelopes  and 
informational  materials  will  be 
mailed  to  each  church  in  the  conference  in  early 
January,  said  Sara  Simmond,  United  Methodist  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  representative  on  the  LPCF 
board. 

“Everyone  benefits  from  this.  It’s  not  just  for  the 
inmates,”  said  LPCF  President  Dr.  Charles  C.  Kleinpeter. 
“Worship  and  religious  ministries  in  prisons  profoundly 
impact  the  safety  and  security  of  the  prison  and  provide 
an  alternative  to  gangs  and  undesirable  activities.  It 


gives  them  hope  and  changes  their  hearts.” 

Cost  of  the  project  is  estimated  at  $6  million,  said 
Building  Committee  Chairman  J.  King  Woolf,  Jr.  The 
State  of  Louisiana  is  providing 
property  at  each  prison, 
utilities — including  electric,  gas, 
water  and  sewage  connections- 
soil  testing,  surveys  and  an 
inmate  labor  construction  team. 

Plans  call  for  the  first  chapel 
to  be  built  at  the  Elayn  Hunt 
Correctional  Center  in  St. 
Gabriel,  Woolf  said.  Expected  to 
follow  are  David  Wade 
Correctional  Center  in  Homer,  C. 
Paul  Phelps  Correctional  Center 
in  DeQuincy  and  Avoyelles 
Correction  Center  in  Cottonport. 
“The  chapels  will  be  a 
constant  reminder  to  those  inside  the  walls  that  God  is 
there  for  them.  God  can  change  lives.  We  can  make  a 
difference,”  said  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon.  “Six-million 
dollars  is  needed  for  this  project.  I  encourage  you  to 
give  as  generously  as  you  can.” 

For  more  information,  write  to  the  Louisiana  Prison 
Chapel  Foundation,  8550  United  Plaza  Blvd.,  Suite  1001, 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809;  telephone  225. 931. 3664; 
e-mail:  pberger@PNCPA.COM 


Seasons  Greetings! 


Light  up  for  Christ:  Bethlehem  flame  to  brighten  state, 


spark  others  for  Epiphany 


After  2000  years,  the  Light  is 
still  on  for  you. 

On  Nov.  19,  there  was  a 
Millennium  Event  for  the 
Methodist  Movement  in  North 
America.  Under  the  banner, 
“Lighting  the  Way  into  the  New 
Millennium,”  persons  from  nine 
Wesleyan  traditions  united  as 
one  body.  That  night  in 
Houston,  a  light  from  Bethlehem 
was  brought  to  the  group  by  a 
child  of  Bethlehem.  Persons 
participating  in  the  event 
brought  that  light  back  to  their 
own  community.  One  light  from 
Bethlehem  brought  light  to 
1,000  additional  communities. 
One  such  light  has  come  to 
Louisiana. 

On  Epiphany  Day,  Jan.  6, 
2000,  the  light  which  traveled 


from  Bethlehem  to  Houston 
will  be  in  Woodworth  at  the 
Conference  Center.  It  will  be 
the  center  for  an  Epiphany 
Worship  Service  that  day. 


Representatives  will  be 
present  from  each  district. 
However,  the  Conference 
Ministry  Team  invites  all 
churches  to  participate  with  a 


coordinated 
“The  Light  is 
still  on  for  you.” 

By  timing  the 
sequence,  the 
Light  can 

literally  radiate 
across  the  state. 
Please  see  map, 
left.  The  service 
at  the 

Conference 
Center  will  be  at 
3  p.m.  We  invite 
ail  those 

churches  that 
would  be  in  the 
second  concentric  circle  to 
turn  on  their  lights  at  4  p.m. 
We  invite  all  those  churches 
that  would  be  in  the  third 
concentric  circle  to  turn  on 


their  lights  at  5  p.m.  and  so 
forth  until  8  p.m. 

It  will  be  a  powerful  witness 
when  all  the  United  Methodist 
churches  in  La.  leave  a  light 
burning  from  the  Epiphany 
Service  on  Thursday,  Jan.  6  until 
Sunday,  Jan.  9- 

A  larger,  clear  Epiphany  map 
can  be  found  in  “An  Idea  Book 
for  GOD’S  TIME:  A  NEW 
MILLENNIUM,”  which  was 
mailed  to  each  local  church.  If 
your  church  did  not  receive  one, 
please  contact  Liz  Lucas  at  (888) 
239-5286,  ext.  221. 

Every  local  church  is  asked  to 
share  a  common  biblical  text  for 
worship  as  we  begin  the  new 
century.  Those  verses  are: 

Jan.  9  — John  3:16 

Jan.  16  —  Matthew  28:  16-20 
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Being  and  Doing 


New  leaders  for 
a  new  millenium 


WORDS  of  WITNESS 


I  believe  it  is  extremely  urgent  that 
Louisiana  United  Methodism  raise  up  a 
new  generation  of  leaders  for  the  new 
millennium.  No  greater  tribute  could  be 
given  to  long-serving  leaders  than  to 
acknowledge  that  they  have  prepared 
well  the  way  for  others  to  claim  effectively 
the  mantle  of  leadership. 

Beginning  at  Annual  Conference  2000, 
new  lay  and  clergy  leadership  will  be 
elected  to  membership  on  the  several 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  The  process  for 
sending  laity  and  clergy  nominations  to 
the  Conference  Nominating  Committee 
involves  serious  and  intentional  work 
within  each  district.  That  work  will 
commence  in  earnest  at  the  turn  of  the 
new  year. 

So  important  is  the  district 
“nominating”  process  that  I  invite  and 
encourage  laity  and  clergy  to  move 
beyond  the  categories  of  preference, 
power  and  privilege  to  reflect  upon 
mission  and  service. 

“Mission”  is  the  defining  expression  of 
the  congregation’s  and  the  Annual 
Conference’s  being  and  doing.  Healthy 
congregations  and  conferences  are 
outward  focused.  While  the  “inner  life”  is 
essential;  it  is  essential,  not  for  its  own 
sake,  but  for  the  sake  of  mission. 

Who  are  those  persons  among  us  who 
have  vision  and  passion  for  mission?  Who 
are  those  persons  who  have  a  growing 
discontent  with  maintaining  the  status 
quo?  Who  are  those  persons  driven,  not 
by  the  fire  sparked  by  negativity  and 
criticism,  but  by  the  fire  of  the  Holy 
Spirit’s  call  to  constructive  and  redemptive 
ministry?  Who  are  those  persons  whose 
“soapbox”  is  bringing  people  to  Jesus 
Christ,  caring  for  the  poor  and  working  to 
correct  injustice  instead  of  the  “soapbox” 
of  tearing  down  those  who  disagree  with 
them,  painting  with  the  “they”  brush 
“those  people”  for  whom  Christ  died  but 


whose  life  and  journey  is  different  or 
disturbing?  Who  are  those  persons  who 
are  servants  on  the  front  lines  as  opposed 
to  power  brokers  defining  the  lines? 

A  “mission”  preoccupation  not  only 
defines  the  church’s  expression,  it  also 
defines  the  way  the  church  views  its  life 
in  the  community.  Mission  describes  a 
congregation’s  context  right  where  it  is! 
The  “mission  field”  has  been  redefined  to 
include  the  unsaved,  underfed,  and 
suffering  persons  within  the  light  of  our 
church’s  steeple  as  well  as  within  the 
sphere  of  global  denominational  mission 
outreach.  Who  are  those  persons  who 
have  a  burden  on  their  heart  not  only  for 
the  poor  in  their  midst,  but  also  for  their 
congregation’s  intentional  expression  of 
concern  and  help  for  them?  Who  are 
those  persons,  who,  when  the  joys  and 
concerns  are  raised  in  congregational 
worship,  point  the  prayer  life  of  the 
congregation -beyond  the  familiar  names 
of  the  congregational  “family’  to  the 
nameless  sisters  and  brothers  in  God’s 
family  who  stand  and  wait  on  other’s 
concerns  to  become  their  joys? 

The  context  for  mission  in  any  annual 
conference  or  congregation  is  marked  by 
a  spiritual  hunger  set  amidst  disaffection 
for  religion,  techno-thinking,  which  is 
quite  different  from  just  technology,  and  a 
multitude  of  younger  adults  who  want  to 
share  in  faith  development  and  mission. 

Old-line  leaders  who  hoard  power, 
and  new-line  deconstructionists  obsessed 
with  structure  instead  of  salvation,  will  not 
provide  positive  leadership  for  the  new 
millennium.  In  behalf  of  “the  faith  once 
delivered  to  the  saints,”  leaders  in  the 
new  millennium  will  “deliver  the  faith’  to 
the  new  context  for  mission  only  as  they 
are  anchored  in  spirituality  and 
emboldened  by  a  passion  to  give  Jesus 
Christ  away  in  new  wineskins  appropriate 
to  the  new  wine. 


Long  ago  in  fields  of  labor  and  life, 

“Good  news  of  a  great  joy” 

Changed  lives  and  redefined  time. 

Now,  in  times  and  places  vastly  different, 
The  Good  News  is  still  a  great  joy, 

And  lives  can  still  be  marked 


A  Christmas  Eve  reflection 


by  new  beginnings. 

Into  the  new,  we  bring  the  old  made  new, 
And  the  “not  yet”  offered  hopefully 
To  a  millennium  in  which  peace,  justice, 

And  righteousness  shall  be  an  ever-flowing 
stream. 


Read  Isaiah  9:2-7,  Psalm  96,  Titus 
2:11-14,  Luke  2:1-14 

“...Forgive  us  our  sins  as  we  forgive 
those  who  sin  against  us.  ” 

Jesus  was  born  in  humble 
circumstances  in  order  to  become  our 
righteousness,  to  set  right  what  is  out  of 
joint  in  the  world.  Isaiah  says  there  will 
be  no  end  to  the  increase  of  God’s 
government,  no  end  of  God’s  goodness 
where  so  much  evil  has  prevailed.  God 
never  grows  tired  of  bringing  that 
righteousness  and  salvation  to  us,  and 
angels  continually  herald  the  saving 
event.  Later  the  same  Good  News  was 
proclaimed  when  Jesus  said,  “there  is  joy 
in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God  over 
one  sinner  who  repents.”  (Luke  15:  10) 

The  angels  sang  in  chorus  on  the 
night  of  Christ’s  birth:  “Glory  to  God  in 
the  highest  and  on  earth  peace  among 
those  whom  God  favors.”  We  dare  not  , 
however,  allow  the  wonder  and  glory  of 
the  angels  to  cause  us  to  overlook  the 
humble,  indeed,  despised  status  of  their 
listeners.  The  angels  did  not  sing  for 
Herod  the  king  or  a  top  Roman  official. 
Instead  they  came  to  lowly  shepherds. 
Religious  people  of  that  day  despised 
shepherds  because  their  work  kept  them 
from  participating  in  the  religious 
activities  of  their  communities,  but  God 
used  them  as  special  witnesses  to  the 
Savior’s  birth. 

God  likes  to  turn  our  expectations  on 


their  head.  Sometimes  God  uses  angels. 
But  frequently,  too,  God  uses  humble 
folks  on  the  margins  of  society  to  be 
special  messengers.  Unlearned 
shepherds.  Mary.  Joseph. 

Margie  was  one  such  unlikely 
messenger  for  me.  She  was  crippled  in 
her  early  40s  by  multiple  strokes  and  left 
unable  to  speak,  so  she  communicated 
by  using  an  alphabet  board  to  spell  out 
words.  Abandoned  by  her  husband  and 
son  who  couldn’t  bear  the  strain  and 
trouble  her  illness  brought  upon  their 
family,  her  life  was  in  a  shambles. 
Despite  this,  she  had  forgiven  them  and 
experienced  the  freedom  of  that  release. 
With  an  unearthly  light  in  her  eyes,  she 
was  telling  me  that  God  had  come  and 
had  set  up  a  new  reign  of  peace  in  her 
life.  During  that  same  time  she  moved 
into  a  place  called  “Liberty  Village”  (how 
fitting!),  where  she  had  an  apartment 
living  in  community  and  also  received 
needed  assistance. 

Messengers  like  Margie  are  found  on 
the  margins  of  society,  where  hope  had 
failed  until  God  graciously  entered  their 
rejected  lives.  If  we  listen  to  people  on 
the  margins-the  poor,  the  despised,  the 
oppressed-we,  too,  may  hear  God 
speaking. 

From  “Whose  Birthday  Is  It, 
Anyway?”-Ideas  for  a  Christ-centered  Holiday 
1999  by  Alternatives  for  Simple  Living. 


British  stamp  honors  Wesleys'  contribution 


By  Kathleen  LaCamera* 

LONDON  (UMNS) — Britain’s  national 
postal  service  has  chosen  the  life  and 
contributions  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley 
as  the  theme  for  its  most  popular 
denomination  of  Christmas  stamp 

The  stamp  is  part  of  a  series  of  four 
released  by  the  Royal  Mail  in  November 
entitled  “The  Christian’s  Tale,”  celebrating 
the  last  1,000  years  of 
Christian  experience  in 
Britain.  Texas-born  artist 
Brody  Neuenschwander, 
an  internationally 

renowned  calligrapher 
living  in  Belgium, 
designed  the  stamp. 

This  19p  (US$.31) 

stamp  is  a  tribute  to 


Methodism’s _ 

founder-who  traveled  The  Wesley  stamp  measures  portion  of 
more  than  225,000  miles  11/2  bY  3/4  inches.  Christmas  carol 


people. 

The  stamp  design  incorporates  a 
mixture  of  written  texts  and  image,  an 
approach  for  which  Neuenschwander  is 
particularly  well  known.  As  part  of  his 
research  into  the  Wesleys,  the  artist 
visited  John  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London 
as  well  as  Wesley  Seminary  in  Bristol. 
One  of  the  chapel’s  stained-glass  angels 
served  as  inspiration  for 
the  stamp. 

“The  style  of  the  glass 
lat  Wesley’s  Chapel)  was 
so  much  like  that  of  the 
Methodist  church  I  went  to 
in  Houston,”  he  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 

Neuenschwander  also 
used  fragments  of  a  letter 
from  John  to  Charles  and  a 
Charles’ 
“Hark  the 


May  these  Holy  Days  form  us  in  fresh  fashion 
for  the  being  and  doing  of  discipleship. 

jcj  and  Dan  sobnum 


and  preached  some  40,000  sermons-and 
his  prolific,  hymn-writing  brother.  Philip 
Parker  of  the  Royal  Mail  Design  division 
explained  that  John  and  Charles  Wesley 
are  “touchstones”  of  the  evangelical 
tradition  in  Britain  and  represent  a  move 
that  took  the  Word  of  God  out  of  the 
pulpit  and  into  the  open  air  to  the 


Herald  Angels  Sing.” 

Part  of  the  training  that  prepared 
Neuenschwander  for  the  assignment 
came  from  Methodist-related 

Roehampton  Institute  in  London,  the  only 
academic  institution  in  the  world  with  a 
degree  program  in  western-style 
calligraphy. 
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Louisiana  VIM  announces 
mission  opportunities  for  2000 

“Pack  your  bags,  your  faith  and  your 
heart!”  That  was  the  advice  given  by  Larry 
D.  Norman,  director  of  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission,  upon  unveiling 
the  list  of  VIM  opportunities  in  2000. 

Louisiana  VIM  is  a  conference 
mission  outreach  designed  ’to  help 
persons  make  a  “Christian  Difference” 
through  participation  in  short-term 
mission  experiences.  “Over  600  persons 
participated  in  our  mission  opportunities 
during  1999,”  said  Norman.  “And,  we 
hope  more  will  take  advantage  of  this 
wonderful  way  of  sharing  God’s  call  and 
claim  on  our  lives  in  2000.” 


Mission  opportunities  for  the  new 
millennium  range  from  construction  and 


Rev.  Weldon  Bares,  pastor  of 
Springhill  UMC,  meets  some  of  the 
younger  citizens  of  Cacaun,  Cuba, 
during  a  recent  VIM  project  there. 

repair  to  medical.  A  person  need  not  be 
an  “expert”  in  any  field  to  participate.  In 
addition  to  medical  personnel  in  general 
medicine,  pharmacy,  ophthalmology, 
dentistry  and  other  medical  fields,  non¬ 
medical  volunteers  are  needed  on 
medical  teams  to  assist  doctors  and 
nurses  and  to  schedule  patients.  “Go- 
fers”-those  who  can  help  out  in  almost 
any  way-  are  always  needed  on 
construction  teams.  Almost  all  teams 
need  team  members  to  prepare  food. 

A  number  of  other  mission  teams  are 
being  scheduled  for  2000.  Watch  for 
information  on  additional  dates  to 
Alaska,  Spain,  Honduras,  and  Puerto  Rico 
in  the  near  future.  If  you  are  interested  in 
joining  a  mission  team  or  want  more 
information  regarding  a  particular 
mission,  call  the  Louisiana  VIM  office 
at  (888)  239-5286. 


VOLUNTEERS  IN  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES  2000 


COUNTRY/DATE 

DESTINATION 

TEAMUEADEIl^^ 

COST^ 

TASK 

April  28-May  7 

Inka  Katurapi 

Alan  Jordan 

$1,400 

Construction 

September 

Villazon 

Larry  Norman 

$1,400 

Construction 

October  20-29 

Timusi 

Mark  Ratley 

$1,400 

Medical 

CUBA  2000 

November  3-13 

TBA 

Karl  Klaus 

$1,500 

Construction 

HONDURAS  2000 

February  19-27 

Honduras 

Tracy  MacKenzie/ 

$775 

Medical 

May  22-31 

Honduras 

Buddy  Frenzel 

Melissa  Maher/ 

$800 

Construction 

June  24-July  1 

Honduras 

LA  Tech 

Tracy  MacKenzie/ 

$775 

Construction 

July  1-9 

Honduras 

Buddy  Frenzel 

Tracy  Mackenzie/ 

$775 

Construction 

ISRAEL  2000 

March  25-April  8 

Israel 

Buddy  Frenzel 

Larry  Norman 

$1,975 

Construction 

MEXICO  2000 

January  5-9 

Rio  Bravo 

Ann  Sutton 

$320 

Medical/Construction 

February  3-6 

Rio  Bravo 

Steve  Stephens 

$320 

Medical 

March  2-5 

Rio  Bravo 

Lusinda  Warren 

$320 

Medical 

April  6-9 

Rio  Bravo 

Susie  Paulovitch 

$320 

Medical/Construction 

May  4-7 

Rio  Bravo 

Ricky  Willis 

$320 

Medical/Construction 

May  25-28 

Rio  Bravo 

Mike  McLaurin 

$320 

Medical 

July  6-9 

Rio  Bravo 

Mark  Martin 

$320 

Medical/Construction 

August  3-6 

Rio  Bravo 

Wybra  Price 

$320 

Medical/Construction 

September  7-10 

Rio  Bravo 

Roger  Templeton 

$320 

Medical/Construction 

October  5-8 

Rio  Bravo 

Mark  Dowell 

$320 

Medical/Construction 

November  2-5 

Rio  Bravo 

Grace  Community 

$320 

Medical/ Construction 

December  7-10 

Rio  Bravo 

Ricky  Willis 

$320 

Medical 

SPAIN  2000 

June  16-25 

Santa  Perpetua  Refugee  Center/ 

Owen  &  Miriam  Brown 

$1,350 

General  Construction 

USA  2000 

March  5-11 

Barcelona 

Tornado  Response/Oklahoma  City 

Gene  Faurie 

$150 

Construct  Home 

March  12-18 

Tornado  Response/Oklahoma  City 

Steve  Porter 

$150 

Construct  Home 

March  17-19 

Takin’  It  To  The  Streets/New  Orleans 

Larry  Norman 

TBA 

Contruction/JRepair 

March  19-25 

Tornado  Response/Oklahoma  City 

Hulen  Warren 

$150 

Construct  Home 

March  24-25 

Camp  Uskichitto/LeBlanc 

Tri-District  Ministry  Team 

TBA 

Construction/Repair 

March  26-April  1 

Tornado  Response/Oklahoma  City 

James  Poole 

$150 

Construct  Home 

March  30-April  1 

Sager  Brown  Depot 

Bob  Townsend 

$  50 

Disaster  Supply  Repacking 

April  2-8 

Mount  Sequoyah 

TBA 

$170 

General  Construction 

April  29-May  7 

Disaster  Response/North  Carolina 

Bob  Townsend 

TBA 

Construction/Repair 

April  30-May  4 

Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry 

Nancy  LeTard 

$115 

General  Construction 

May  19-21 

Camp  Istrouma 

Tri-District  Ministry  Team 

TBA 

Construction/Repair 

September  24-30 

Mount  Sequoyah 

LaMarylis  Cotten/ 

$170 

General  Construction 

TRAINING  EVENTS  &  VIM  CELEBRATION 

January  7-8  Conference  Center/Woodworth 

Patsy  Schmutz 

Larry  Norman 

TBA 

Team  Leader  Training 

February  20 

Conference  Center/Woodworth 

Larry  Norman 

TBA 

VIM  Celebration 

November  19-22 

Youth  in  Mission  Training  Event 

Larry  Norman/ 

TBA 

Youth  in  Mission 

Conference  Center/Woodworth 

Carolyn  Dove 

Training  Event 

La.  churches  meet  bishop,  covenant  with  Russian  churches 


by  Lyn  Sheehan 

“Russians  sometimes  have  a  hard  time 
sharing,”  admitted  Bishop  Ruediger  R. 
Minor  of  the  Eurasia  Area.  “As  the  work  is 
growing,  we  need  more  sharing.  As  I  say 
thank  you,  I  say,  please,  continue.” 

Bishop  Minor  addressed  140 
Louisianians  gathered  at  Memorial  UMC  in 
Bastrop. 

Six  Monroe  District  churches  entered 
into  a  three-to-five-year  covenant 
supporting  the  Mary  and  Martha  UMC 
located  in  St.  Petersburg.  Rev.  John 
Deschner,  pastor  of  Memorial,  explained 
that  each  church  committed  to  send  $1,000 
per  year  to  encourage  the  new  Russian 
congregation  by  either  helping  the  pastor 
or  key  lay  people  to  visit  Louisiana 
congregations,  or  to  help  send  pastors  or 


Bishop  Ruediger  Minor  enjoys  a  barbeque 
lunch  at  Memorial  UMC,  Bastrop,  with 
Susanna  Rose  (left)  and  Mollie  L.  Smith, 
who  are  members  of  Mt.  Olive  UMC, 
Bastrop. 

lay  people  from  congregations  here  to 
visit  them  in  Russia.  The  churches  will 


encourage  the  Russian  Methodists  through 
other  communications.  The  commitment 
begins  Jan.  1,  2000. 

According  to  Minor,  St.  Petersburg  has  a 
population  of  six  million  and  is  the  second 
largest  city  in  Russia.  He  said  the  church  is 
six  years  old.  In  the  last  eight  years,  the 
number  of  churches  in  Russia  has  grown 
form  four  to  60. 

“They  (the  churches)  have  shared  the 
love  of  God  not  just  by  tailing  about  it,” 
Minor  said.  “There  are  quite  a  few  people 
in  Russia  whose  lives  were  literally  saved 
by  these  churches.” 

According  to  Minor,  the  church  is 
reaching  out  to  the  community  and  to 
church  members  by  offering  to  teach 
English  using  the  Bible.  Volunteers  in 

Please  see  Russia,  page  4. 
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Stephen  Caring  Ministry  Series  Workshop 
coming  in  Jan. 


On  Jan.  22,  the  Louisiana  Conference 
will  host  a  Stephen  Caring  Ministry 
Workshop  from  10  a.m.-4  p.m.  This 
workshop  will  feature  information  on  the 
Stephen  Series,  a  complete  system  for 
training  lay  persons  to  do  one-on-one 
caring  ministry  in  and  around  their 
congregations, 

The  workshop  will  also  include 
training  sessions  on  “Ministering  to 
Those  Experiencing  Grief,’  and  “How  to 
Care  in  a  Distinctively  Christian  Way,” 
which  will  give  participants  practical 
ministry  skills  while  getting  a  sample  of 
Stephen  Ministry  training. 

The  workshop  will  be  conducted  by 
Dr.  John  Morgan  Douglass.  Dr.  Douglass 
attended  the  Stephen  Series  Leader’s 


Training  Course  in  Berkeley  in  1989  and 
is  involved  in  the  Stephen  Ministry 
program  at  Vestavia  Hills  UMC  in 
Birmingham,  Ala..  Dr.  Douglass  has 
extensive  experience  with  training  lay 
persons  for  caring  ministry  using  the 
Stephen  Series. 

All  are  invited  to  the  Stephen  Series 
Caring  Ministry  Workshop.  Cost  is  $7.00 
for  lunch  or  you  may  bring  your  own 
lunch.  So  get  a  group  from  your 
congregation  to  attend  this  excellent 
workshop. 

To  register  for  the  workshop  or  for 
more  information,  please  call  Pam  Crews 
at  (328)  628-5525  or  the  Alexandria 
District  Office  at  (318)  443-3213- 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Our  prayers  and  condolences  go  to: 

Mrs.  Janice  Scott,  wife  of  Rev.  Ernest 
Scott,  pastor,  Newman  UMC,  on  the 
death  of  her  father,  Mr.  Douglas  Jackson, 
Sr.,  Nov.  24  in  Chicago.  His  funeral  was 
Nov  28. 

Rev.  Boyd  Hood  (retired,  North  Shore 
District). on  the  death  of  his  wife,  Betty, 
Nov.  19.  Her  funeral  was  held,  Nov.  21, 
at  Days  UMC.  The  Revs.  Larry  Stafford 
and  Larry  Robertson  officiated. 

Rev.  Leo  Beck  (retired,  serving 
Brushwood  UMC,  Ruston  District)  on  the 
death  of  his  wife,  Geraldine,  who  passed 
away  Nov.  28.  Her  funeral  was  held  in 


Shreveport  Dec.  1. 

Mrs.  Jackie  Vining,  wife  of  Rev.  Kirby 
Vining  (retired,  serving  in  the  Monroe 
District),  on  the  death  of  her  father,  Mr. 
Jack  Lewis.  His  funeral  was  held  Nov.  28 
with  Rev.  Vining  conducting  the 
ceremony. 

Rev.  Don  R.  Morgan,  pastor,  First 
UMC,  Plaquemine,  on  the  death  of  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Ruth  Morgan,  Nov.  27  and 
his  father,  Mr.  Stanley  Morgan,  Dec.  2. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan’s  joint  funeral  was 
held  Dec.  4  in  Zachary.  The  family  has 
requested  that  memorials  be  made  in 
their  memory  to  local  churches. 


Notification  of  Retirement 

Paragraph  355  of  the  1996  Book  of  Discipline  states  that  “requests  for  retirement  shall 
be  stated  in  writing  to  the  Bishop,  Cabinet,  and  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  at  least  one 
hundred  twenty  days  prior  to  the  date  on  which  retirement  is  to  be  effective.”  If  you 
plan  to  retire  at  the  next  session  of  Annual  Conference,  notification  should  be  received 
by  those  listed  above  by  Feb.l,  2000.  The  processing  of  a  clergy’s  retirement  may  be 
delayed  if  this  timeframe  is  not  met. 
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CONFERENCE 

Program  Calendar 


DECEMBER 


19  Special  Offering  for  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  New  Orleans 
22-24  Conference  Office  (Baton 

Rouge)  closed  for  Christmas 
25  Christmas  Day 
30-31  Conference  Office  closed  for 
New  Year  holiday 


Eggerton  elected  chair  of  hospital  board 


Marian  L.  Eggerton  has  been  elected 
chair  of  the  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  Board  of  Directors. 
Eggerton,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Health  System  Foundation 
Board  of  Directors,  previously  served  as 
PMMH  Board  chair  from  1992-1996.  In 
this  term  of  office,  she  succeeds  Charles 
E.  McHale. 

A  member  of  the  Methodist  Hospital 
Board  since  1979,  Eggerton  is  highly 
active  in  civic  and  church  organizations 
including  a  recent  position  as  vice  chair 
of  the  Community  Based  Not-for-Profit 
Healthcare  Alliance  Board. 

She  is  presently  serving  on  the 
Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  for  the, 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  has 
completed  three  quadrennia  as  a  trustee 
of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana.  Additionally,  she  has  held 
numerous  positions  at  the  local,  district 
and  statewide  level  with  both  The  United 


Methodist 
Church  and  the 
United 
Methodist 
Women 
organization. 

Eggerton  has 
served  on  the 
Board  of  St. 

Mark’s 
Community 
Center  as  well 
as  the  Wesley 
Campus 
Ministry  for  the 
University  of 
New  Orleans, 

Southern  University  of  New  Orleans  and 
Delgado  Community  College. 

A  resident  of  Slidell,  Mrs.  Eggerton 
and  her  husband,  Bob,  are  members  of 
the  First  fjnited  Methodist  Church.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  adult  children. 


Eggerton 


DestinationrTransformation  Update 


Destination:  Transformation  is  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House’s 
campaign  to  introduce  new  curriculum 
resources  for  the  year  2000  and  beyond. 

Three  workshops,  conducted  by  the 
Publishing  House  will  be  held  in 
Louisiana  in  March  for  hands-on 
instruction  to  new  materials. 

Following  is  the  schedule  for  those 
workshops  (Please  note  time  changes 

Russia,  From  page  3. 

Mission  will  live  in  the  city  for  a  year  and 
will  help  in  this  exciting  ministry. 

Rev.  Deschner  presented  the  churches 
and  their  representatives  to  the 
gathering.  The  six  Monroe  District 
churches  are:  Faith  UMC,  West  Monroe; 
Sevier  UMC,  Ferriday;  Winnsboro  UMC; 
St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Monroe;  First  UMC, 
Monroe;  and  Lake  Providence  UMC. 

Representatives  from  Lecompte  UMC 
attended  the  meeting  and  pledged  their 
church’s  support  of  the  Russia  Initiative. 
Their  contributions  will  help  fund 
Russian  ministerial  student  Boris 
Dyakonov  as  he  attends  seminary. 

While  in  La.  Nov.  8-11,  Bishop  Minor 
visited  four  districts.  Rev.  Doug  Milliron, 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Russia  Initiative  Task  Force, 
reports  that  the  Louisiana  Conference 
now  has  a  Supportive  Church 
Relationship  in  four  cites:  Ekaterinburg, 
Pervouralsk,  St.  Petersburg,  and  Moscow 
In  addition  to  the  six  Monroe  District 
churches,  those  relationships  include  the 
following: 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  and 
First  UMC,  Shreveport,  will  continue  their 


from  article  in  the  Nov.  12  issue  of  the 
LUM  Review.): 

March  21  6-8  p.m. 

Location  to  be  announced 
March  22  7-9  p.m. 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
March  23  6-8  p.m. 

Louisiana  Conference  Center 
Mark  your  calendar  and  watch  for 
more  information. 


support  of  $800  each  in  the  year  2000  for 
First  UMC,  Ekaterinburg.  Munholland 
UMC,  New  Orleans,  continues  giving 
pastoral  support  of  $3,600  per  year  to 
that  church. 

First  UMC,  Natchitoches,  is  a  new 
supporter  of  First  UMC,  Ekaterinburg. 
They  pledged  $2,000  per  year  for  three 
to  five  years  that  they  may  be  listed  in 
the  “Supportive  Church  Relationship.” 

University  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  is  now 
the  “Supportive  Church  of  the  Good 
News  UMC,  Moscow.”  The  Kingdom 
Sunday  School  Class  at  the  church  is  the 
key  leader  in  this  new  endeavor  along 
with  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Tom  Howe. 
Their  commitment  is  for  $6,000  per  year 
for  three  to  five  years. 

Six  churches  in  six  districts  forming 
the  Supportive  Churches  of  Pervouralsk 
are  now  in  their  second  year  of  support. 

“God  is  doing  a  wonderful  work 
among  us  here  in  Louisiana  through  our 
participation  in  the  Russia  Initiative,” 
Milliron  said.  “For  many  churches,  this  is 
their  first  participation  in  Second  Mile 
Giving  with  a  church  in  another  land.” 


ATTENTION  UMM:  IMPORTANT  CHARTER  ALERT 

The  2000  President’s  Information  Packets  (including  membership  cards,  program 
books,  etc)  which  have  previously  been  sent  to  Chartered  United  Methodist  Men’s 
unit  presidents  in  October  were  not  mailed  this  year  until  December.  The 
recertification  renewals  were  mailed  in  October  for  updating  the  2000  charter  year. 


T 


